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PREFACE 


TO       THE 


FIRST  and    SECOND    EDITIONS*. 


THE  firft  part  of  the  following  treatife  on  the  dy- 
fentery  again  appears  with  fome  alterations;  it 
was  originally  publifhed  in  the  Weft-Indies,  and  has 
often  been  republiihed  in  the  iflands,  and  in  different 
places  in  Europe.  But* the  fecond  and  third  parts,  to- 
gether with'  the  reft  of  the  prefent  volume,  are  now  firft 
fubmitted  to  the  world. 

The  pradtice  I  have  recommended  in  the  treatment  of 
the  dyfentery,  has  not  only  been  approved  in  the  W  eft- 
Indies,  but  is  adopted  in  many  parts  of  Europe,  and 
the  Eaft-Indies. 

The  principal  feat  of  the  lad  war  being  in  America, 
the  belligerent  powers  had  many  troops  in  all  the  Weft- 
Indian   iflands  :  where   the   French   and  Spaniards,  as 

*  The  firft  edition  was  publifhed  on  the  30th  of  Norember, 
1787,  and  the  feconicl  edition  on  the  4th  of  April,  1789. 
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well  as  the  Englim,  had  great  part  of  their  forces,  def- 
tined  for  particular  Services,  exterminated  by  the  bloody 
flux. 

It  was  chiefly  owing  to  the  ravages  of  this  difeafe  in 
the  French  armies,  that  the  Engliih  iflands  were  not 
invaded  earlier ;  and  it  was  alfo  owing  to  the  fame 
caufe,  that  the  Englifh  forces  were,  in  many  inftances, 
unable  to  retaliate  on  their  enemies. 

Notwithstanding  the  method  of  treating  tins  (evere 
calamity  fuccefsfully,  by  the  means  of  fudorific  medicines-, 
was  not  publifhed  until  the  war  was  confiderablv  ad- 
vanced, and  had  a  multitude  df  pit-  dices  to  contend 
againft,  before  its  conclusion,  many  French,  American, 
and  Englifh  army  furgeons,  had  intirely  laid  afide  the 
ufual,  but  ufeiefs  reliance,  on  purgatives,  opiates,  and 
aftringents;  and  followed  this  practice  with  the  utmofl 
fuccefs,  under  ail  the  disadvantages  to  which  the  military 
are  fubjecl,  from  the  fcarcity  of  neceilaries,  and  bedding. 

I  have  not  increafed  the  volume  of  the  materia  medica 
by  any  new  medicine  or  compofition,  in  the  cure  of 
this  difeafe  ;  nor  can  the  articles  I  recommend  be  excep- 
tionable, either  on  account  of  their  bulk,  or  complexity  : 
for  they  occupy  but  a  fmall  fpace  in  a  furgeou  's  cheft, 
and  require  but  little  time,  and  no  trouble  in  preparing 
them. — I  have  aimed  at  the  fame  oeconomy  of  fpace  and 
time,  in  every  other  difeafe,  of  which  I  have  treated. 

It  is  a  cuftom  of  very  ancient  prefcription  in  phytic, 
for  authors,  when    advancing  any  new  doclrine,  to  fe- 
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]e&  their  fiiccefsful  and  remarkable  cafes,  to  fopport 
their  principles;  ard  fome  hayjs  been  io  intent  upon 
this  object,  as  to  (lamp  their  labours,  even  with  doubt- 
ful marks  of  authenticity,  rather  than  with  none,  to  ob- 
viate fufpicion. 

From  the  frequency  of  this  cuftom,  though  I  have 
not  implicitly  followed  it,  I  fuppofe  it  has  been  found 
ufeful  by  thofe  who  have.  But  whatever  private  ad- 
vantages  may  have  been  acquired,  the  cuftom  feems  to 
me  of  lefs  utility  to  mankind,  than  if  fuch  writers  had 
fignalized  their  failings,  and  placed  beacons  on  the 
rocks,  where  the  wrecks  were  made. 

A  few  only  have  dared  to  imitate  the  candour  of  Hip- 
pocrates and  Sydenham,  in  this  : — in  that,  every 
dabbler  in  phyfic  decorates  his  volume,  and  illumines 
thofe  pages,  which  he  fondly  hopes,  will  be  the  guide 
for  pofterity. 

'Tis  true  that  it  requires  great  reputation,  or  an  ex- 
traordinary good  opinion  of  the  world,  to  confefs  to  it 
our  errors,  and  to  offer  mankind  inftruc"Hon  by  thofe  un- 
pleafing  leflbns  which  refult  from  human  frailty*  There- 
fore, an  obfeure  individual  prudently  weighs  the  danger 
of  recounting  his  miitakes ;  leaves  honeft  confeflions  to 
men  at  the  fummit  of  human  wifdom,  *nd  -feizes  his 
profelytes,  by  averting  the  infallibility  of  igubrance. 

There  is  another  tranfgreflion  agaiafl:  the  laws  of  ty- 
rant cuftom,  which  will  be  found  that  I  have  made,  in 
feveral  parts  of  the  following  work  ; — where,  inftead   of 
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drawing  out  my  materials  into  long  differtations,  I  have 
often  condenfed  the  experience  of  many  years  into  a  few 
lhort  paragraphs,  and  have  trufted  its  fupport  only  on 
my  own  affertion. 

The  daily  publication  of  medical  books,  and  promul- 
gation of  new  fyftems  ill  phytic,  lead  to  a  fuppofition 
that  either  phyfic  is  not  a  fcience  of  books,  and  capa- 
ble of  being  imparted  through  the  medium  of  words ;  or 
that  medical  writers  have  aliened  a  great  deal  more  than 

rthey  have  been  able  to  maintain, 

The  railing  theories  in  oppofition,  one  againfl:  another, 
and  not  attending  to  difeafes  and  the  improvement  of 
practice,  has  been  the  employment  of  many  medical 
people  ;  and  they  have  accordingly  had  the  fuccefs  to 
convince  the  world,  that  they  underftood  better  how  to 
talk  of  difeafes,  than  how  to  cure  them. 

Difeafes  unfortunately  are  not  to  be  conjured  down 
with  words  ; — if  they  were,  the  fchools  of  Marcelllts 
and    Samonicus   had   fiarved  the   followers  of  Hippo- 


crates. 

Yet  it  muft  be  confeiTed,  that  in  the  writings  of  many 
of  the  modern  theories,  there  are  excellent  difcrimi- 
nations,.and  profound  pathological  reafoning  on  difeafes ; 
tut  when  we  come  to  the  curative  part,  we  clearly  fee 
the  truth  of  Sydenham's  remark,  that,  u  fpeculation 
and  practice  felciom  meet  in  the  fame  peifon :"  and  the 
admiration  we  beftow  on  the  eloquence  and  force,  which 
they  employ  in  chafriiing  the  practice  of  others,  vanishes 
at  the  fjght  of  their  own  prefcriptions. 

Every 
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Every    perfon  knows,    not  only    the   f3gc    preoej 
founded  on  practice,  but  the  accurate  defcripuons,  drawn 
from   nature,  of    Hippocrates ;    apd    what  oppofition 
his  doctrine  experienced  from   Asclepiades  and   i 
Ml  son  ;  and  how  often  its  place  has  been  ufbrped  by  the 
con fu fed  and   unnatural  jargon  of  feclaries  and  fophifts. 
Every    perfon    alio  knows,  that   prior    to  Sydf.nhau, 
though  there  had  been  many  attempts  at  new  theory  and 
reformation,  after   the  restoration  of  learning,  yet   from 
Galen's  time,    there  was  but  little  improvement  in  the 
practical  part  of  phyfic  :   and  if  we  except  the  ftrange  in- 
novations  of  Paracelsus  and   Hllmont,  there  was 
fcarcely  any  eflential  alteration  in  \u 

When  we  look  back  on  that  interval  of  fifteen  h 
dred  years,  and  furvey  the  huge  maffes  of  literature 
which  were  brought  forth  in  it,  as  at  the  remains  of  bar- 
baric monuments,  though  we  cannot  admire  the  beauty 
of  the  fabric,  we  muft  wonder  at  the  labour  and  patience 
of  the  compilers. 

It  is  as  difficult  to  afcertain  when  herefy  and  fophiftry 
will  ceafe  in  phyiic,  as  in  religion.  Within  thefe  few 
years,  when  the  great  Newton  lighted  up  the  world,  it 
was  the  fafhion  of  phyfic  to  talk  learnedly  on  Cartejian 
errors  •,  to  purge  and  vomit  mathematically  ;  to  be  able 
to  account  for  all  things  geometrically  ;  and  to  have  a 
perfect  acquaintance  with  every  thing  but — nature. 

If  each  of  the  laborious  writers  of  that,  and  former 
periods,  inilead  of  writing  on  every  difeafe,  had  taught 
us  effectually  to  cure  one  ; — if  in  (lead  of  making  books 
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they  had  made  obfervations  on  difeafes,  even  the  Gout 
might  have  fubmitted  ; — the  Infant  Mind  might  have 
been  reftored,  and  the  caufe  explained,  how  that  de- 
rangement of  the  intellectual,  ex  ills  without  impairing 
the  corporal  faculties  : — the  Tetanus  would  probably 
no  longer  have  perplexed  us,  nor  wherefore  that  terrible 
difeafefo  partially  and  violently  invades  the  body,  with- 
out difturbing  the  mental,  and  vital  functions. 

But  the  misfortune  to  which  the  fcience  of  phyfic  has 
been,  and  muft  ever  be  fubjedt,  is,  that  they  who  will 
write  mod,  muft  be,  in  general,  lead  qualified  ;  for 
large  books  cannot  be  written  in  the  hurry  of  extenflve 
practice  ;  and  nothing  but  extenfive  practice  can  cure  a 
man  of  prejudices,  and  qualify  him  to  write  at  all. 

Behdes,  there  is  more  labour  in  writing  with  due  care 
and  caution,  in  this  important  fcience,  when  a  man  has 
furniflied  himfelf  with  materials,  than  many  have  forti- 
tude, or  peihaps  health  to  encounter.  This  has  no 
doubt  deprived  the  world  of  many  great  difcoveries  ;  and 
had  nearly  kept  from  it  the  invaluable  treafure  be- 
queathed by  Sydenham  ;  who  never  fat  down  to  write 
in  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  but  he  was  inftantly  at- 
tacked by  that  excruciating  diforder  the  gout ;  which  at 
length  brought  on  other  difeafes  that  terminated  his 
cxiftence. 

Yet,  if  honed  zeal  for  the  welfare  of  mankind,  and 

a  defire  to  juftify  their  good  opinion,  could  alienate  felf- 

intereft  from  its  attachment,  and  flimulate  every  perfon 

who  has  had  fufHcient  experience,  and  who  might  hud 
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feifure  alfo  to  undertake  the  talk,  we  fhould  probably 
have  had  many  Sydenham*  MDODg  as.  But  fame,  f 
fear,  acls  feebly  upon  hearts,  to  whofe  ventricles  the  fa. 
cred  appetite  for  gold,  has  long  been  fixed  and  riveted. 

Thus,  inftead  of  men  of  great  experience,  and  ma- 
ture judgment,  the  world  muft  expedfc  to  fee  young  dic- 
tators come  forward,  prompted  by  genius  or  necefTity,  to 
drive  the  nail  of  phyfic,  and  prefcribe  its  irrevocable 
laws  : — and  thus,  difeafes  are  created,  and  cures  per- 
formed, which  have  only  had  exigence,  like  Berkeley'* 
matter,  u  becaufe  they  were  perceived  by  the  ideas." 

As  the  refult  of  experience  is  the  only  ufeful  know- 
ledge in  phyfic,  every  interefting  fad:,  founded  thereon, 
-fhould  be  refcued  from  oblivion  ;  and  they  who  have 
contributed  their  mite  to  form  collections  of  this  fort, 
deferve  much  more  of  mankind  than  many  who  have 
written  volumes  of  infipid  imitation,  or  fine-fpun  theory-. 
the  common  fenfe  of  which,  might  generally  be  de- 
scribed on  the  margin  oftheir  works. 

The  learned  prefident  of  our  London  college 
phyficians,  Sir  George  Baker,  has  judicioufiy  revived 
a  fpecies  of  medical  literature,  that  has  been  too  much, 
neglected.  Encouraged  by  his  example,  a  genuine  re- 
pofitory  may  be  formed,  that  will  add  reputation  to  the 
profefTors,  and  fuftain  the  dignity  of  the  profeffion. 
But  while  novelty  is  fought  for,  and  every  trivial  thing 
avoided,  care  ihonld  be  taken  that  no  fabrication,  from 
the  mutilated  remnants  of  our  anceftors,  be  admitted. 
We  lament  to  view  their  venerable  garments  cut  up  into 
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the  fafhion  of  the  day,  and  the  wearers  claiming  them 
as  their  own,  pafs  them  on  the  world,  as  if  they  had 
never  been  feen  before. 

Great  as  the   improvement  has  been  in  anatomy,  and 
great   as  the   mafters  of    that  art  are,   in   France    and 
England,  while  they  triumph  over  their  anceftors,  they 
will   but  prepare  triumphs  for   pofterity,  if  that   part 
thereof   which    applies  to   the  difcovery,  and    confe- 
quently  to  the  cure  of  difeafes,  be  neglected  for  curiofity  ; 
fhould  comparative  anatomy  have  nothing  profounder  to 
relate  than  that  fifties  have  the  fenfe    of  hearing  ;  that 
dogs  owe  the  acutenefs  of  their  fmell  to  the  ftructure  of 
their  nofes;  and  that  wings  would  have  been  an  ufelefs 
appendage  to  man  ; — mould  phyfiologifts   become    vir- 
tuofi  ;  mould  Bonet  and  Morgagni  be  thrown   upon 
the  fhelf,  and  the  columns  be  conceded  to  "  an  alligator 
fluff 'd,  and  other  (kins  of  ill-fhaped  fifhes."     In  fuch  a 
relapfe  of  fcience,  if  profeilbrs  fucceed,  they  muft  owe 
their  confequence  to  the  difgrace  of  their  art ;— the  ad- 
miration of  the  vulgar. 

The  fcience  of  phyfic  has  derived  .lefs  practical  bene- 
fit from  phyfiolcgy,  fince  the  difcovery  of  the  circulation 
of  the  blood,  and  the  diftribution  of  the  chyle,  than  is 
generally  imagined.  Gassendus  would  have  been 
difappointed  in  his  hopes,  had  he  lived  until  thefe 
days.* 

For  much  remains  to  be  done  :  and  though  the 
great  Harvey,  the  ingenuous  Asellius  and  the  for- 
tunate Pecquet,  made  fuch  grand  contributions  to  the 
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ancient  (lores,  with  the  late  difcovcrics  that  have  been 
added,  and  the  advantages  which  the  anatomic  art  has 
received  from  injections,  and  glafTcs,  there  are  (till  many- 
tenets  retained  in  the  code  of  phyfiology,  which  fland 
but  on  apocryphal  authority.  The  field  is  not  to  be 
abandoned  to  Amateurs  alone,  to  revive  the  legitimate 
fpirit  of  injury,  that  animated  the  genius  of  Aristotle, 
Fabricius,  and  Harvey. 

Modern  furgery  has  eminently  advanced  itfelf  as  an 
important  branch  of  the  healing  art.  It  was  indeed  the 
opinion  of  Mr.  Charles  Bernard,  in  the  beginning 
of  the  prefent  century,  u  that  there  were  more  ufeful 
operations  among  the  "ancients,  omitted  or  difcontinued 
by  us,  than  we  have  invented  ;'  which  probably  may 
be  true  even  at  this  day.  But  the  modern  advancement 
of  furgery,  excluhve  of  the  advantage  which  the  ope- 
rative part  has  acquired  by  the  excellence  of  our  in- 
ftruments,  and  the  contributing  branches  of  mechanics, 
arifes  rather  from  taking  away,  than  from  adding,  to 
the  practice  of  the  ancients,  and  from  fimplifying  their 
methods ;  many  of  which  were  coarfe,  violent,  and 
barbarous.  We  do  not,  at  this  day,  like  ancient  fur- 
geons,  hang  people  up  by  their  feet  to  beams,  nor  rack 
them  on  Procruftean  beds,  to  reduce  diflocations,  with- 
out any  regard  to  anatomy. 

Chemiftry  has  opened  abundant  treafures  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  medicine.  The  materia  medica  has  regularly 
received  addition,  and  alteration,  as  that  fcience  has 
advanced  ;  and  has  fcarcely  retained  any  thing  but  bark 
and  opium,  which  the  vegetable  world  can  call  its  own. 

The 
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The  utility  of  botany  in  phyfic,  appears  to  correfpend 
in  an  inverfe  ratio,  with  the  labour  that  has  been  be- 
ftowed  on  it. 

From  natural  philofophy  great  medical  advantages. 
have  been  obtained.  By  this,  we  have  learned  to  imi- 
tate, to  augment,  to  diminifh,  and  to  apply  many  of 
the  operations  of  nature,  and  to  combine  fuch  of  her 
powers,  asanfwer  our  purpofes  better  in  a  mixed,  than 
in  a  fimple  ftate.  We  turn  hopelefs  from  the  toils  of 
anatomy,  to  this  fublime  revelation,  for  a  folution  of  the 
phenomena  of  the  nerves,  which  atprefent  confound  us. 

In  this  enlightened  age,  when  almoft  every  perfon" 
who  can  read,  makes  pretenGon  to  fome  fcience  or  other  », 
when  ignorance  is  no  longer  fa(hion,  nor  emulation  in 
arts  difgraceful ;— that  labour,  which  in  former  ages  of 
the  world  would  have  crowned  an  author  with  immor- 
tality, now,  can  hardly  fecure  bis  fame,  the  duration 
of  an  ephemeron. — Yet  he  who  ventures  fairly  on  that 
"  fea  of  troubles/'  which  none  but  authors  know,  for 
promoting  the  welfare  of  fociety,  ought  not  to  repine  ; 
his  confeious  motives  fhould  bear  him  up  : — for  to  have 
lived  to  fuch  a  purpofe,  however  (hort  the  exiftence, 
may  be  remembered  without  that  bitter  foliloquy,  "  few 
and  evil  have  been  my  days." 

Whatever  may  be  the  fate  of  this  publication,  I  have 
the  fatisfaction  of  knowing  that  it  contains  a  faithful  re- 
lation of  fa&s,  founded  on  my  own  experience  ;  and  as 
far  as  concerns  the  Weil-Indies,  the  refult  of  twelve 
years  extenfive  practice,  there.     However,  I  fhould  not 

have 
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have  troubled  the  world  with  it,  if  I  could  not  urge  in 
its  defence,  that  I  never  could  cure  the  difeafes  to  which 
it  extends,  by  the  books  that  have  been  already  written 
on  the  fame  fubjecls  by  others. 

It  is  under  this  conviction  I  have  prefumed  to  offer 
this  volume,  as  a  fpecimen  of  my  practice,  and  of  what 
I  intend  farther  to  publifn,  on  difeafes  in  Tropical  coun- 
tries. If  in  the  courfe  of  this  work  it  fhall  be  found  that 
I  have  miftrufted  the  flrill  or  accuracy  of  others,  it  is 
becaufe  every  day's  obfervation  convinces  me,  that  there 
are  not  fo  many  wonders  in  phyfic,  nor  fo  many  extra- 
ordinary difeafes  incident  to  mankind,  naturally,  as  have 
been  afferted  ;  and  that  there  are  fymptoms  defcribed, 
as  pathognomonic  of  more,  which  are  but  the  iffue  of 
improper  treatment.  Thefe  evils  I  attribute  to  the 
poifon  of  medical  literature,  railed  on  theory,  uncor- 
rected by  experience  ;  where  men,  following  one  another 
like  Cranes^  ftorm  human  infirmities  mechanically  : — 
before  whom,  nature  and  the  difeafe,  like  a  fortification 
affailed  by  mortal  engines  calculated  by  rule  for  its  de- 
ftruction,  often  fall  together,  and  are  buried  in  con- 
fufion,  under  the  fame  ruins. 
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ADVERTISEMENT 

T    O 

THE     THIRD    EDITION. 

IN  this  edition  I  have  added  much  important  matter, 
and  alfo  an  index.  I  have  likewife  made  fuch  cor- 
rections, and  alterations  in  the  arrangement  of  the  whole, 
as  want  of  leifure  prevented  when  the  publication  firft: 
made  its  appearance. 

From  the  title  of  the  work  it  might  be  inferred,  that 
my  doctrines  were  confined  to  intratropical  countries  :  but 
this  is  not  the  cafe.  The  principal  difeafes  on  which  I 
have  written,  are  prevailing  epidemics,  or  thofe  of  the 
moll  dangerous  kind,  in  every  climate  ;  and  fome  of 
them,  the  ruinous  attendants  on  camps,  fleets,  and  ar- 
mies,— the  fcourgeof  wars,  in  every  part  of  the  world. 

B.  M. 
London,  Fall  Mali, 
30th  of  December,   1792. 

*3*  Wherever  the  authorities  of  Hippocrates,  Ga- 
l  n,  and  Sydenham,  have  been  ufed  in  this  publi- 
cation, it  may  be  proper  to  fay  I  have  referred  to  the 
following  editions  of  their  works,  -The  Paris  edition 
of  Hippocrates  and  Galen,  by  Rene  Cbartier,  of 
1679  ;  and  the  Leyden  edition  of  Sydenham,  of  1741. 

I  have  often  given,  the  Latin  verfion  of  Hippocrates, 
Oaten,  and  other  writers,  for  the  fake  of  general 
utility. 
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TO  thofe  who  are  impelled  by  necefuty,  or 
induced  by  intereft,  to  yifit  the  torrid 
zone,  and  relinquifh  the  bleffings  which  flow 
from  exercife  in  the  delightful  climates  of  the 
earth,  in  temperate  regions  ;— to  thofe  who 
exchange  their  native  countries,  which  yield 
the  free  and  unbounded  enjoyments  of  fpon- 
taneous  health,  for  fuch  as  no  care,  nor  art,  can 
ever  make  agreeable  ;— -fome  cautions  may  be 
riecefTary-— fome  precepts  ufeful. 

B  That 
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That  health  is  retainable  by  Europeans  in  hot 
climates,  is  well  known  and  experienced.  But 
when  the  numerous  and  expenfive  requifites 
have  been  obtained,  the  rigid  reftriftions,  and 
felf-denials,  which  are  (till  neceffary  to  keep  the 
body  and  foul  inunifon,  render  the  poffeffion  of 
health  fo  often  a  matter  of  negledt,  that  human 
fiefli,  diffatisfied  to  exift  in  the  infipid  fecurity 
of  temperance,  refolutely  compounds  for  a  fhort 
life,  or  impaired  faculties,  and  feizes  the  prefent 
hour  of  pleafure,  and  dangerous  enjoyment. 

In  countries  between  the  tropics,  the  heat  is 
nearly  uniform  ;  and  feldom  has  been  known 
to  vary  through  the  year  on  any  given  fpot, 
either  by  day  or  night,  fixteen  degrees  *.-- -It 
is,  at  a  medium,  on  the  coaft,  and  on  plains 
not  much  elevated  above  the  level  of  the  fea,  at 
about  eighty  degrees  of  Fahrenheit's,  or  twenty- 
four  degrees  of  Reaumur's^  thermometer  ~\* 

*  Fahrenheit's  thermometer  is  what  is  every  where  meant 
in  this  publication,  unlefs  expreffed  Jo  the  contrary  ;  andth? 
obfervations  on  it,  made  in  a  north  made,  with  the  inftru- 
ment -placed  at  the  diftance  of  fix,  eight,  ten,  or  twelve  feet, 
from  the  earth  ;  avoiding,  as  much  as  poflible,  any  reflected 
heat. 

t  At  Charles-Town,  in  South  Carolina,  N.  Lat.  320  45", 
where  the  medium  heat  is  66,  there  is  fometimes  a  variation 
of  83  degrees  in  the  courfe  of  the  year.  The  mercury  in  the 
thermometer  has  funk  to  18,  and  has  rifen  to  101. 

The 


OF     THE      WEST-INDIES.  3 

The  greateft  heat,  obfervable  on  the  thermo- 
meter, in  the  fhade,  in  tropical  countries,  is 
between  one  and  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  ; 
at  which  time,  on  the  plains,  and  fea-coaft, 
the  mercury  feldom  afcends  above  900,  nor  de<- 
fcends  below  8o°,  through  the  year.  The  dimi- 
nution of  heat,  at  night,  ranges  from  five  to 
ten  degrees,  but  feldom  below  700,  even  in  the 
cooleft  months. 

The  greateft  heat  fhewn  by  the  thermometer 
in  the  open  fun,  is,  about  three  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon  ;  when  the  mercury  rifes  feveral  de- 
grees higher  than  it  does,  placed  in  the  fun,  at 
any  other  time  of  the  day.  Here  it  frequently 
mounts  to  120%  130%  and  much  higher,  ac- 
cording to  the  clearnefs  of  fky,  and  as  the 
earth,  or  fituation,  is  more  or  lefs  reflecting. 
To  thefe  degrees  of  heat,  negroes,  in  various 
labour,  and  in  the  cultivation  of  the  fugar 
cane,  are  often  expofed  *. 

*  It  has  been  obferved  in  thefe,  and  more  equatorial,  regi- 
ons, that,  though  the  barometer  is  ufelefs  in  indicating  the 
variations  of  the  weather,  it  exhibits  a  phenomenon  not  cor- 
rectly afcertained  in  temperate  climates  ;  which  is,  that  the 
mercury  has  two  diurnal  motions,  of  aicent  and  defcent,  of 
nearly  a  line,  correfponding  with  the  courfe  of  the  fun  ;  af- 
cending  as  the  fun  approaches  the  zenith  and  nadir,  and 
defcending  as  the  fun  deviates  from  thofe  points.  It  remains 
ftationary,  at  its  higheft  and  lowed  degree,  for  fome  hours. 

B  2  During 
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During  the  fix  months  of  the  year,  when  the. 
fun  has  paffed  the  line  on  his  annual  return  to 
either  tropic,  that  feafon  is  called  the  Summer 
feafon  :  fb  from  the  twentieth  of  March  (when 
the  fun  paffes  the  equator  into  the  Northern 
hemifphere,  to  vifit  the  tropic  of  Cancer)  until, 
the  2 1  ft  of  September,  when  he  repaffes  it  to 
the  Southern  hemifphere,  to  revifit  the  tropic 
of  Capricorn,  it  is  confidered  the  Summer  fea- 
fon in  our  Weft- Indies  ;  and  the  remainder  of 
the  year,  the  Winter. 

This  is  the  Winter  and  the  Summer  of  coun- 
tries, where,  in  general,  there  is  not  more  than 
fix  degrees  of  difference  of  heat,  between  the 
coldeft  feafon  in  the  month  of  January,  and  the 
hotteft  feafon  in  the  month  of  Auguft ;  where 
the  heat  is  always  exceftive  on  the  whole,  and 
where  the  fun  rifes  and  fets  all  the  year  round 
at  nearly  the  fame  hours,  and  where  there  is 
but  little  crepufculum,  or  twilight. 

But  though  the  fun  imparts  his  influence 
almoft  equally  within  that  tropic,  for  which  he 
has  paffed  the  equator  ;  yet  the  parallels  under 
his  vertical  rays,  doubtlefs,  receive  the  greateft 
portion  of  heat ;  but  the  difference  is  inconfi- 
derable,  and  the  inhabitants  on  the  fame  fide- 

as 
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ns  the  fun,  find  generally  the  fame  oppreffive 
uniformity. 

This  is  to  be  underftood  of  the  climate  at 
large,  as  unconnected,  and  uninfluenced  by  lo- 
cal circumftances,  as  mountains,  valleys,  woods, 
particular  foil,  fituation,  or  any  other  caufe 
favouring  the  aggregation,  or  diffipation,  of 
heat,  or  cold  *. 

Upon  the  mountains  between  the  tropics,  as 
upon  the  mountains  in  Europe,  the  air  is  cold 
in  proportion  to  their  height.  In  fome  of  the 
iflands  there  are  mountains  which  afford  agree- 
able fituations  ;  and  on  the  continent,  there 
are  gradations  of  every  degree  of  the  habitable 
globe. 

*  Bosm an  fays,  near  the  ifland  of  Annaboa  upon  the  coaft  of 
Guinea,  dire&lv  under  the  Ljatff  in  the  month  of  September, 
when  the  fun  is  vertical,  that  he  could  fcarcely  bear  the  cold. 
The  reafon  of  this  cold  is,  he  fays,  that  there  is  always,  at  this 
time  of  the  year,  '*  thick  weather,  with  {tiff  gales  of  wind, 
"  which  prevent  their  feeling  the  heat  of  the  fun."  Almoft  a 
fimilar  caufe  operates  at  Lima  to  render  that  city  far  more 
cool  and  pleafant  than  Carthagena^  though  it  is  nearlv  the  fame 
diftance  from  the  equator :  which  is,  that  the  mifls,  that  pre- 
vail at  Lima  during  considerable  part  of  the  year,  foften  the 
Tigour  of  the  fun's  rays,  and  the  winds  blowing,  at  the  fame 
time,  from  the  frozen  regions  of  the  fouth,  cool  and  refrefh 
jche  atmofphere. 

B  3  Under 
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Under  the  equatorial  line  on  the  continent  of 
South  America,  in  the  province  of  Quito,  the 
fummits  of  the  mountains  of  Pinchinca,  Coto- 
paxi,  and  feveral  others  of  the  Cordelleras,  are 
conftantly  covered  with  ice  and  fhow.  In  the 
conqueft  of  Chili,  many  of  the  Spaniards  were 
frozen  to  death  fitting  on  their  mules,  in  crof- 
fmo;  the  mountains  that  divide  Chili  and  Peru. 
The  fummit  of  Cotopaxi  is  computed  to  be  3126 
toifes,  or  6643  Engliih  yards  above  the  level 
of  the  lea  *  ;  which  is  nearly  1423  yards  higher 
than  Mont  Blanc,  in  Savoy  -j-. 

The  refrefnino;  and  unremitting;  Eaftern 
breezes,  which  alone  could  render  the  Weft- 
Indies  habitable,  are  influenced  in  their  courfe 
by  the  direction  cf  the  fun  J.  When  the  fun 
is  in  his  progrefs  to  the  Northern  tropic,  the 

*  Ulloa,  Voyage  to  South  America.    Book  VI.  ch.  7. 

f  The  fummit  of  Mont  Blanc%  the*  higheft  of  the  Alps,  is 
15,662  Englifh  feet  above  the  level  of  the  Mediterranean  fea. 
Mont  Cents,  the  higheft  of  the  Alps  cioffed  in  the  route  from 
Turin  to  Lyons,  is  6261  Engliih  feet  above  the  level  of  the 
Mediterrannean  fea.-— I  found  the  thermometer  here,  a  la  Pojte^ 
at  40'  on  the  23d  of  October,  1787,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the 
forenoon.     The  fun  fhone,  and  it  mowed  flightly. 

%  The  breezes  fet  in  gently  in  a  morning,  commonly 
about  nine  o'clock ;  increafe  as  the  fun  rifes  to  the  meridian, 
and  decline  in  the  evening  about  fix  or  feven  o'clock. 

breeze 
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breeze  obliquely  bends  towards  bis  tract,  and 
blows  after  him  from  the  South  of  the  Baft. 
When  the  fun  is  on  his  return  to  the  Southern 
tropic,  the  breeze  is  inclined  after  him  that 
way,  and  blows  from  the  North  of  the  Eaftern 
point ;  fo  that  the  whole  range  of  the  breezes, 
or  trade- winds,  comprises  about  thirty  degrees 
of  $outh  and  North  latitude.  Sometimes, 
when  the  fun  is  on  the  South  of  the  equator, 
the  Winter's  winds  from  the  Northern  conti- 
nent, extend  into  the  latitudes  of  the  Eaftern 
breezes,  and  overpower  them  with  great  vio- 
lence. Hail  is  fometimes  brought  with  thofe 
winds,  but  never  fnow. 

The  Northern  tropical  Winter  and  Summer 
mav  be  fub-divided  into  four  periods  :•  the  firft 
beginning  in  April  or  May,  with   the  vernal 
rains,  which  commonly  continue  fix  or  eight 
weeks.     Then  the  fecond  advances,  which  is 
the  hotteft  and  dried  feafon  of  the  year ;  for 
the  fun  being,  on  the  twenty-firft  of  June,  at 
the  tropic  of  Cancer,  has  finifhed  his  fartheft 
Northern  declination.     The  third  commences 
in  September,  with  the  autumnal  rains,  which 
are  heavy  and  violent ;  and  the  fourth  in  De- 
cember, after  the  autumnal  rains  have  ceafed. 
This  is  the  cooleft  and  pleafanteft  feafon  of  the 
year,  the  fun  being,  on  the  twenty-firft  of  De- 

B  4  '  cember, 
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:ember,  at  the  tropic  of  Capricorn,  his  greateft 
Southern  diftance.  The  weather  is  now  gene- 
rally dry  and  fettled,  accompanied  with  night 
winds  from  the  land,  in  all  the  countries  whofe 
mountains  are  fufficiently  lofty  to  cool  the  air ; 
with  frequent  North  winds  in  the  day,  from 
the  continent  of  North  x\merica. 

Although  there  is  no  regularity  in  the  fetting 
in,  or  duration,  of  the  vernal  and  autumnal 
rains,  yet  there  are  feldom  any  rains  that  are 
violent  or  lafting,  from  November  until  April, 
The  Spring  periodical  rains,  moft  commonly, 
in  the  iflands,  fall  in  May,  though  fometimes 
jiot  until  June  :  and  the  autumnal  rains  fome- 
times commence  in  Auguft,  though  generally 
in  October  :  but  the  time  for  the  greateft  rains, 
and   the   greateft   heat,  on    the   continent,  as 
well  as  in  the  iflands,  is  between  the  months  of 
April  and  November  :  and  the  greateft  degree 
of  drynefs  and  coolnefs  is  during   the  months 
of  December,  January,  February,  and  March. 
This   is   the   feafon  when   people,    who   can 
choofe  their  opportunity,  Ihould  arrive  in  the 
Weft- Indies  :   and  this  is  the  feafon  when  mili- 
tary  operations  fhould  be  carried  on  there ; 
and  alfo  when  fhips  of  war,  or  troops,  fhould 
be  fent  out  to  relieve,  or  fupply,  any  ftation  or 
garrifon,  that  the  men   might  be  accuftomecj 

19 
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to  the  climate,  before  the  time  of  the  grcatefl: 
heat  advancing,  and  the  letting  in  of  the  rains, 
end  unhealthful  fealbn  *. 

The  voyage  fhould  be  undertaken  fo  as  not 
only  to  accord  with  this  great  obje6t,  but  alfo 
to  avoid  being  on  the  fea  between  the  tropics 
in  the  Weftern  latitudes,  in  the  months  of  Au- 
guft,  September,  and  October :  for  moft  of 
the  hurricanes  that  have  afflicled  this  part  of 
the  world,  have  happened  in  the  Autumnal 
feafon ;  and  therefore,  thefe  are  properly  cal- 
led the  hurricane  months. 

Hurricanes  generally  fet  in  from  the  North, 
or  North-weft,  from  the  great  rarefaction  of 
the  air  within  the  tropic  of  Cancer,  by  the 
fun's  northern  declination  at  this  feafon  of  the 
year  :  from  which  an  influx  of  denfe  air  rufhes 
in  from  the  polar  regions*  and  the  great 
weftern  continent  (the  earth  being  fufceptible 
of  much  greater  degrees  of  cold  and  heat  than 
the  ocean,  which  is  preferved  in  a  more  uni- 
form temperature,  from  being  incapable,  like 

*  Rain,  the  fcourge  of  health  in  tropical  countries,  is  the 
falvation  of  it  in  others.  Rome  would  foon  be  depopulated 
£>ut  for  the  rains,  which  cleanfe  the  flreets,  purify  the  air,  and 
dilute  and  wafh  away  the  mephitic  vapour  that  ivTues  from  the 
earth,  and  collects  upon  its  furface,  in  the  adjacent  Campania, 
from  a  lon&  continuance  of  dry  and  hot  weather. 

all 
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all  tranfparent  bodies,  of  deriving  heat  from 
folar  light),  and  a  great  confli£t  is  raifed  ;  the 
wind  varying,  with  furious  blafts,  from  every 
point  of  the  compafs,  until  an  equilibrium  is 
reftored,  and  nature  compofed,  by  the  eaftern 
winds  regaining  their  courfe. 

> 
The  ruin  and  defolation  accompanying  an 
hurricane,  cannot  be  defcribed.     Like  fire,  its 
refiftlels  force  confumes  every  thing  in  its  track, 
in  the  mod  terrible  and  rapid  manner.     It  is 
generally  preceded  by  an  awful  ftillnefs  of*the 
elements,  and  a  clofenefs,  and  miftinefs,  in  the 
atmofphere,  which  makes  the  fun  appear  red, 
and  the  ftars  larger.     But  a  dreadful  reverie 
fucceeding  :---the  fky  is  fuddenly  over-caft,  and 
wild.     The  fea  rifes  at  once  from  a  profound 
calm  into   mountains.     The  wind  rages   and 
roars    like  the    noiie   of    cannon.      The  rain 
defcends  in  deluges.     A  difmal  obfcurity  enve- 
lopes the   earth  with  darknefs.     The  fuperior 
regions  appear  rent,  with  lightning  and  thun- 
der.   The  earth  often  does,  and  always  feems  to, 
tremble.     Terror  and  confternation  diftra6l  all 
nature.     Birds  are  carried  from  the  woods  into 
the  ocean  ;  and  thofe,  whofe  element  is  the  fea, 
feek  for  refuge  on  the  land.     The  frightened 
animals  in  the  fields  affemble  together,  and  are 
almoft  fuffocated   by  the   impetuofity  of   the 

wind, 
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wind,  iii  fearching  for  flicker ;  which,  when 
found,  ferves  only  for  their  deftruetion.  The 
roofs  of  houies  arc  carried  to  \  aft  diihmces  from 
their  walls,  which  are  beat  to  the  ground,  bu- 
rying their  inhabitants  under  them.  Large 
trees  are  torn  up  by  the  roots,  and  huge  branches 
fhivered  orF,  and  driven  through  the  air  in 
every  direction,  with  immenfe  velocity.  Every 
tree  and  fhrub,  that  withftands  the  fhock,  is 
ftripped  of  its  boughs  and  foliage.  Plants  and 
grafs  are  laid  flat  on  the  earth.  Luxuriant 
fpring  is  changed  in  a  moment  to  dreary  win- 
ter.—-This  direful  tragedy  ended,  when  it  hap- 
pens in  a  town,  the  devaluation  is  furveyed 
with  accumulated  horror.  The  harbour  is 
covered  with  wrecks  of  boats  and  veflels  :  and 
the  fhore  has  not  a  veftige  of  its  former  ftate 
remaining.  Mounds  of  rubbifh  and  rafters,  in 
one  place  ;  heaps  of  earth,  and  trunks  of  trees, 
in  another  :  deep  gullies  from  torrents  of  wa- 
ter ;  and  the  dead  and  dying  bodies  of  men, 
women,  and  children,  half  buried,  and  fcart- 
tered  about,  where  ftreets  but  a  few  hours  be- 
fore were,  prefent  the  miferable  furvivors  with 
a  (hocking  conclufion  of  a  fpeclacle,  generally 
followed  by  famine ;  and  when  accompanied 
with  an  earthquake,  by  mortal  difeafes. 

Such  were  the  hurricanes,  that  left  melan- 
choly traces  in  many  of  the  Weft-Indian  iflands, 
%  in 
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in  the  month  of  October,  1780  :  and  particu- 
larly in  Jamaica ;  where,  on  the  third  of  that 
month,  the  weft  end  of  the  ifland  was  laid  wafte. 
Vaft  diftrifts  of  finely  cultivated  land  were 
made  a  defert,  and  feveral  villages  deftroyed. 

But  the  part  of  Jamaica  which  fuffered  mod, 
was  the  pariih  of  Weftmoreland.  Here,  in 
addition  to  the  preceding  calamities,  the  fea 
rofe  in  a  column,  appearing  at  a  diftance  like  a 
dark  cloud,  and  overwhelmed  the  little  fea- 
port  town  of  Savannah  Ja-Mer. 

While  many  people  were  viewing  the  ap- 
proach of  this  phenomenon  from  their  win- 
dows, ignorant  of  what  it  was,  it  advanced 
fuddenly  upon  them,  drowned  them  in  their 
upper  rooms,  into  which  they  had  retreated  as 
the  water  rofe,  and  wafhed  away  their  houfes 
and  them  together. 

The  fea  overflowed  the  land  above  half  a 
mile  beyond  its  ufual  bounds,  and  carried  feve- 
ral large  fhips  with  it.  One  of  which,  when 
the  water  fubfided,  was  left  nearly  a  quarter  of 
a  mile  on  the  land. 

This  hurricane  commenced  from  the  S.E. 
about  twelve  o'clock  at  noon,  and  continued 

wstU 


OF      THE      WEST-INDIES.  13 

until  eight  in  the  evening.  The  fea  rofe  be- 
ta ecu  four  and  eight  o'clock  ;  and  fubfided  at 
ten,  with  an  earthquake.  Nearly  three  hun- 
dred people  perilhed  *. 

When  Europeans  embark  for  the  Weft- 
Indian  iflands,  they  muft  bid  farewell  to  the 
fports  of  the  field.  There  are  neither  hounds, 
nor  hares,  nor  ftags,  nor  foxes  ;  and  it  is  well 
there  are  not ;  for  the  enthufiafm  which  thofe 
fports  infpire,  is  not  to  be  curbed  by  craggy 
rocks,  or  precipices ;  or  by  grave  lefTons,  or 
fatal  examples. 

Horfe-racing  has  been  introduced  into  fome 
of  the  iflands  ;  and  as  a  fpecies  of  gaming,  to 
the  inconvenience  of  fome,  and  to  the  advan- 
tage of  others.  But  though  it  may  contribute 
to  improve  the  breed  of  that  ufeful  animal,  the 
horfe,  in  the  colonies,-— climate,  which  will 
not  permit  fuch  violent  exertions,  forbids  much 
pleafure  from  it,  as  an  animated  amufement. 

*  Hurricanes  have  vifited  the  Weft-Indies  periodically, 
and  in  feme  iflands  have  continued  annually,  or  nearly  fo, 
for  a  fucceilion  of  years,  and  then  have  difappeared.  The 
middle  of  the  laft  century  was  diilinguifhed  by  a  fimilar  fuc- 
cefiion  of  Weil-Indian  difafters  to  that  which  has  lately  hap- 
pened there. 

it 
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It  is  fortunate  for  thole  who  have  been  ao 
cuftomed  to  country  fports,  that  there  are  but 
few  inducements  to  allure  them  here  ;  but  there 
are  fome,  to  which  many  have  paid  the  tri- 
bute of  their  lives. 

The  Snipe  is  found  here  in  great  numbers ; 
but  this  univerfal  inhabitant  of  the  earth  meets 
with  no  more  quarter  here  than  in  Europe  ; 
notwithftanding  the  danger  which  is  often  ex- 
perienced, from  fevers  acquired  by  purfuing 
him  through  the  wet  and  marfhy  places  where 
he  reforts ;  which  ought,  in  hot  climates  at 
leaft,  to  be  his  fanctuary. 

Had  the  prefent  race  of  Europeans  been  as 
fuperftitious  about  their  bones  as  the  Patriarchs, 
the  Greeks,  and  the  Romans,  were,  the  tropical 
colonies  had  never  exifted  as  countries  of 
wealth  and  commerce. 

The  hardy  followers  of  Columbus  and 
Gam  a  *  (for  none  but  the  ftrongeft  fpirits  dare 
to  leave  their  homes  for  new  enterprize)  have 
had  no  terrors  of  mind  refpecling  their  bodies  ; 
but   adventured  like  heroes,  with  hearts,  not 

*  The  two  firft  navigators  to  the  Weft,  and  Eaft-lndis$\ 
the  former  was  fent  out  from  Spain  by  Ferdinand  and  Ifabella, 
in  Auguft  1492  ;  and  the  latter  from  Portugal,  by  Emanuel, 
in  July  1407. 

■'■•■'  like 
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like  Virgil's  hero's,  to  be  terrified  at  a  ftorm*, 
Regardlefs  of  their  fate,  they  boldly  under- 
took, and  fearlefily  embarked  in  the  fevered 
labours,  furrounded  with  dangers,  and  planted 
and  became  the  patriarchs  of  colonies.  They 
bid  adieu  to  their  countries,  which  perhaps 
had  depreffed  their  genius,  or  persecuted  them 
for  debt,  or  religion ;  and  fcorned,  as  they 
could  not  revifit  their  native  homes  in  life,  to 
entertain  the  hopes  of  returning  to  them,  like 
negroes,  after  death -f.  Such  were  the  firft 
fettlers  of  the  colonies. 

*  Extemplo  ^Cneae  folvuntur  frigore  membra. 
Ingemit,  et  duplices  tendens  ad  fidera  palmas, 
Talia  voce  refert :  O  terque  quaterque  beati, 
Queis  ante  ora  patrum,  Trojce  fub  mcenibus  altis, 
Contigit  oppetere  !  JEneid*  Lib.  I.  Ver.  96. 

f  Some  negroes,  from  particular  diftricls  of  Africa,  be- 
lieve in  Metempfychofis ;  and  imagine,  when  they  die,  they 
fhall  return  to  their  own  country.  Theie  negroes  often 
hang,  or  choak  themfelves,  in  cafe  of  difcontent,  when  they 
are  firfl  removed  to  the  colonies.  A  Frenchman,  in  the 
iftand  of  Martinique,  found  out  a  remedy  againfl  this  fort  of 
fuicide,  by  which  he  prevented  thofe  loffes,  others  often 
fuftain,  from  purchafing  fchefe  people.  "  Pour  les  empecher 
*'  d  attenter  a  leur  vie,  il  falloit,  quand  on  les  chatioit,  -les 
"  punir  tres  leverement,  parce  qu'alors  ils  n'oferoient  allev 
*'  dans  leur  pays,  et  s'y  montrer  avec  les  marques  des  coups 
M  de  fouet  qu'ils  auroient  recus." 

CfoanVahnt  Voyage  a  la  Martinique,  p.  63. 

Great 
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Great  as  the  mortality  has  been  to  accom-/ 
plifli  the  prefent  flourifhing  ftate  of  the  fugar 
colonies,  and  great  as  the  expense  of  human 
lives  muft  be  to  maintain  them,  their  commerce 
has  contributed  to  raife  the  nations i  to  which 
they  belong,  to  a  condition  of  riches  and 
grandeur,  that  European  induftry,  without 
them,  could  never  have  attained. 

In  voyages,  Sea-ficknefs,  though  it  conti- 
nues, in  general,  only  for  the  firft  day  or  two, 
is  extremely  harafling  to  fome  people,  at  inter- 
vals ;  efpecially  on  any  increafed  motion  of  the 
veffel. 

Sometimes,  by  long  continuance,  it  caufes 
fever,  head-ach,  quick  pulfe,  third,  white 
tongue,  and  a  total  deprivation  of  the  reten- 
tion of  the  ftomach  :  evils  which  are  always 
difficult  to  remove,  and  frequently  terminate 
only  with  the  voyage. 

In  my  voyage  to  the  Weft-Indies,  I  was  fo 
reduced  by  fea-ficknefs  that  I  could  fcarcely 
walk  on  my  arrival  in  Jamaica.  I  experienced 
the  fame  diftrefs  in  my  voyage  from  America  to 
England. 

This 
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This  indifpofition  is  confiderably  alleviated  by 
a  fmall  tea-fpoonful  of  /Ether,  taken  now  and 
then,  in  a  glafs  of  water,  and  applying  fome 
of  it  to  the  temples  and  noitrils. 

The  ancient  writers  recommend  acid  fruits, 
bread  and  vegetables  foaked  in  vinegar,  after 
the  ftomach  has  been  cleanfed  by  vomiting ; 
but  not  to  attempt  to  fupprefs  the  vomiting 
until  that  end  was  obtained. 

An  old  remedy  for  fea-ficknefs,  and  a  very 
common  one  among  failors,,  is  a  draught  or 
two  of  fea- water ;  which,  though  a  difguft- 
ing  medicine,  at  fuch  a  time,  yet  where  the 
firft  paffages  are  foul  and  loaded,  generally 
produces  the  defired  effect,  when  the  pertuf* 
bation  it  occafions,  ceafes. 

The  famous  Schola  Salernitana  advifes, 
by  way  of  prevention,  fea- water  mixed  with 
wine  *.  A  compofition  not  likely  to  recom- 
mend itfelf  to  delicate  palates. 

Coftivenefs,  a  common  inconvenience  at  fea, 
ought  to  be  removed  by  fome  mild  aperient ;  as 
caftor-oil,  falts,  manna,  cream  of  tartar,  mag- 

*  Naufea  non  poterit  hxc  quemquam  vexare  marina, 
Undam  cum  vino  mixtam,  qui  fumpferit  ante. 

C  nefia, 
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nefia,  or   pills  compofed  of  purgative  ingre- 
dients* 


When  the  warm  latitudes  are  reached,  it 
becomes  every  perfon  to  prepare  his  body,  by 
temperance,  for  the  unavoidable  change  it  muft 
undergo  :  and  to  people  of  a  grofs  habit,  and 
of  a  ftrong  and  full  conftitution,  a  mild  purge 
or  two,  or  frequently  diluting  with  a  weak  fo- 
lution  of  cream  of  tartar  in  water,  if  not 
bleeding,  is  neceiTary.  The  negle£t  of  thefe 
precautions,  occafions  violent  perfpirations, 
troublefome  heats,  and  eruptions. 

Head-achs,  without  fever,  from  the  rare- 
faction of  the  blood  (training  the  tender  vef- 
fels  of  the  brain,  frequently  attack  people,  on- 
firft  entering  hot  climates,  at  fea,  as  well  as  on 
ihore.  Thefe  head-achs  are  often  attended 
with  giddinefs,  and  ficknefs  of  the  ftomach, 
and  alfo  with  great  diftrefs,  unlefs  the  rays  of 
light  are  excluded,  which,  by  irritating  the 
optic  nerves,  aggravate  the  complaint,  and  ex- 
cite other  difagreeable  fenfations-  The  cure 
requires  only  bleeding,  putting  the  patient's 
feet  now  and  then  in  warm  water,  and  keeping 
him  in  a  dark  place.  A  purge  may  be  necel- 
iary,  if  thefe  operations  do  not  relieve,  and  if 
heat  or  coftivenefs  accompany  the  diforder. 

2  On 
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On  firft  arriving  in  the  Weft-Indies,  though 
the  ufe  of  the  neceflaries  of  life,  and  the  mo- 
derate gratification  of  natural  defires,  are  by  no 
means  interdicted,  yet  every  excefs  is  danger- 
ous ;  and  temperance  in  all  things  is  neceffary 
to  be  obferved  by  men,  women,  and  children. 

For  youth,  abftemioufnefs  for  a  while  is  the 
beft  fecurity  againft  illnefs. 

In  regard  to  the  article  of  drefs,  new-comers 
cannot  do  better  than  follow  the  prefent  cuf- 
tom  of  the  refidents  on  the  iflands  :  their 
clothes  lhould  be  light,  made  eafy,  and  every 
way  free  from  confinement.  Formerly  the  in- 
habitants of  the  Weft-Indies  wore  heavy  Euro- 
pean garments,  covered  with  lace.  The  incon- 
venience attending  that  cuftom  induced  them 
to  an  oppofite  extreme  ;  and  here  they  found 
that  wearing  linen,  cotton,  or  filk  coats,  though 
agreeable  enough  in  the  fun,  and  in  the  day- 
time, was  not  a  fufficient  defence  againft  any 
fudden  change  of  weather,  or  the  night  air. 
A  thin  cloth  coat,  therefore,  and  every  other 
part  of  the  drefs  as  light  as  poflible,  is  now 
worn  by  people  in  health. 

For  women,  the  light  fummer-drefs  of  Eu- 
rope is  proper. 

C  2  Moft 


i- 
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Moil  people,  foon  after  their  arrival,  are 
attacked  with  what  is  called  the  Prickly  Heat. 
This  is  an  eruption  of  fmall  red  pimples,  un- 
attended with  any  fever,  which  breaks  out  in 
different  parts  of  the  body,  particularly  where 
the  parts  are  kept  the  hotteft  by  the  clothes, 
or  where  there  is  the  greateft  irritation,  and 
friction.  It  caufes  fuch  intolerable  itching,  or 
heat,  and  pricking  in  the  fkin,  that  human 
relblution  cannot  refrain  from  fcratching,  un- 
til the  fkin  is,  fometimes,  excoriated.  Many 
people  have  it  every  year,  more  or  lefs,  during 
the  hotteft  months.  It  generally  goes  off  in  a 
few  weeks,  leaving  the  cuticle  fcurfy,  which 
falls  off  in  fmall  white  fcales.  Sometimes  it 
continues  very  obftinate,  and  where  people 
live  heated  by  intemperance,  or  have  any  fer- 
piginous  humour  in  their  habit,  it  fixes  it  on 
the  furface  of  the  bodv,  in  troublefome  riris:- 
worms. 

There  is  great  danger  in  repelling  the  Prickly 
Heat ;  therefore  cold  bathing,  and  wafhing  the 
body  with  cold  water,  at  the  time  it  is  out,  is 
always  to  be  avoided.  A  gentleman,  a  native 
of  the  country,  bathed  in  the  Spaniih-Town 
river,  in  Jamaica,  in  the  month  of  July,  1779, 
with  the  Prickly  Heat  on  him,  which  (truck  in 
by  it,  and  caufed  a  tedious  fever,  with  an  af- 
fection 
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fection  of  the  brain  ;  from  which  he  recovered, 
but  his  mind  was  for  a  long  time  afterwards 
impaired,  by  a  ftupor  and  defpondency. 

When  the  Prickly  Heat  is  very  troublefome, 
abftemioufnefs,  with  a  cooling  regimen,  will 
foon  remove  it. 

Hillary  fays,  the  Prickly  Heat  "  is  the  'iJjwa 
of  the  Greeks,  the  EJfera  of  the  Arabians,  and 
the  Sudamina  of  the  Romans."  But  what- 
ever refemblance  it  may  have  to  the  'lSquet,  or 
Sudamina,  it  has  none  whatever  to  the  Effere  ; 
which  is  an  entirely  different  fpecies  of  erup- 
tion from  the  other,  as  defcribed  by  the  Ara- 
bians *,  but  unnoticed  by  the  Greek  and  Ro- 
man writers  ;  and  what  we  fuppofe  to  be  the 
Nettle-rafh.  Indeed  I  cannot  fee  any  refem- 
blance theTropical  Prickly  Heat  has  to  the  'iSpux 
of  the  Greeks,  or  to  the  Sudamina,  or  Papulae 
Sudor  is  of  the  Romans.  Thefe  eruptions  are 
clafled  among  the  difeafes  of  fummer.     Galen 

*  Effere  eft  puftula  parva.  lata  ficut  veficse,  et  ad  aliquantu- 
lam  tendens  rubedinem  et  pruritum  faciens,  et  anguftiam : 
eveniens  fuhito  fecundum  plurimum.  Et  accidit  quandoque 
lit  currat  ab  ea  humiditas ;  et  fortafTe  eft  fanguinea.  Et  fe- 
cunduni  plurimum  fit  vehemens  in  nofte,  et  ejus  anguftia  fit 
in  ea  vehementior,  et  ejus  triftitia,  &c.  Etquum  EJfere  in- 
vadit  locum  amplum,  tunc  ft  non  fiat  phlebotomia,  timetur 
f  ebris  Tertiana. 

Avicenn.  lib.  IV.  fen.  3.  tratt.  I.  cap.  13.  Vol.  II. 

C  3  terms 
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terms  them  exanthematcns ;  and  they  are  ge- 
nerally defcribed  to  be  acrid,  red  puftules,  conn 
taining  humour,  caufing  great  heat  and  itch^ 
ing,  and  ulcerating  the  fkin. 

Cleghorn  has  made  a  proper  diftinftion 
between  the  Sudamina  and  EJfere  ;  but  fays  the 
Minorca  Rafh,  or  Prickly  Heat,  is  the  fame 
eruption  as  the  Sudamina,  or  'llwa  ;  which  from 
the  climate  I  fhould  think  very  probable,  al- 
though his  defcription  of  it  does  not  correfpond 
exadtiy  with  the  defcription  which  Cexsus  *, 
Galen  -j-f  and  Actuarius  f,  have  given  of  the 
Papula,  or  Sudamina  §. 

*  Lib.  V.  cap.  28. 

f  Comment.  III.  in  Aphor.  Hipp.  21.  Se£t.  3. 

%  Aliqmbus  et  quales  Sudores,  'ifyua,  et  noftris  Sudamina, 
inde  nuncupantur,  erumpunt,  nee  quicquam  mali  portendunt, 
fed  e  materia  ad  cutem  ruente  gignuntur.  Producit  ea  falfus 
et  mordacis  qualitatis  particeps  humor,  ac  pungunt  fenfum- 
que  vellicant  et  difcuti  defiderant  varios  pruritus  excitantia. 
Horum  quaedam  quum  fcalpuntur,  fanguine  manant :  alia 
fubcandidum  vel  leviter  pallidum  humorem  expuunt,  ut  inde 
vigentem  fuccum  colligere  liceat.  Nonnulla  demum  in  fca- 
biofos  afFectus  commigrant,  et  exulceratione's  exanthematis 
fuccedunt.      ASluarii  Method.  Med.  Lib.  I.  cap.  23. 

§  Vogel,  in  Cullen's  Synopfis  Nofol.  defines  the  Hy- 
droay  Boa,  or  Sudamina,  u  PuMulae  milli  magnitudint,  aquofes, 
"Jine  rubor e  et  ullo  dolor v,  ex  fudoribus  repente  fpariim  toto 
"  corpore  emergentes." — This  definition  is  by  no  means  de- 
fcriptive  of  what  the  Greek:  and  Roman  writers  called  Hydroa 
and  Sudamina.  It  is  not  defcriptive  of  what  we  call  the 
frifkiy  Heat.  Pliny,  Lib.  XXVI.  cap.  11.  fays,  "Boa, 
"  id  ell,  rubentes  Papula". 

BONTIVS 
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Bontius  has  accurately  defcribed  the  Prickly- 
Heat  of  Java.,  and  fays,  that  the  eruptions  are 
the  fame  that  Celsus  calls  Papula^  Pliny  Suda- 
mim,  and  the  people  of  Holland  Roctvont ;  but 
they  certainly  are  not. 

Befides  the  Prickly  Heat,  there  are,  in  tha* 
Weft-Indies,  veficular  and  exanthematous  erup- 
tions and  efflorefcences,  to  which  new-comers, 
and  others,  are  fometimes  fubjedrt  in  the  hotteft 
months ;  which  refemble  the  'I^w^,  Papu/te, 
Sudamina,  Effere,  and  what  Hippocrates  calls 
<&\vx}(%iv<xi,  the  eruptive  produce  of  Summer  in 
temperate  climates. 

New-comers  are  often  greatly  diftrefled  when 
travelling,  or  otherwife  expofed  to  the  fun,  if 
any  part  of  their  face  or  neck  ihould  be  unfhel- 
tered  by  their  hat,  or  their  hands  by  their 
gloves.  Such  parts  are  fubje£l  to  be  painfully  in- 
flamed, or  bliftered,  by  the  fcorching  folar  rays. 

There  is  a  race  of  vifitors  alfo  which  gives 
fome  uneafinefsto  new-comers;  thefe  are  gnats, 
or,  as  they  are  called,  Mufquitoes.  They  are 
molt  troublefome  towards  night,  in  warm  wet 
weather,  and  near  woody,  damp,  or  marlhy 
fituations.---Italy  is  infefted  in  the  fame  man- 
ner in  the  fummer-time,  wherever  there  are 
rivers  and  ftagnant  waters  ;  which  I  have  ex- 
perienced in   many   places,    and    can   juftify 

C  4  Ho- 
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Horace's  complaint  in  his  marfhy  journey  from 
Rome  to  Fundi,  in  his  way  to  Brundufium  *• 

Though  Mufquitoes  are  a  great  vexation  in  all 
the  iflands,  yet  they  are  worfe  on  the  continent. 
It  is  laid  at  Mexico,  and  many  other  places,  that 
they  fometimes  kill  people  with  their  bites. 
Sir  Henry  Morgan  thought,  from  the  amazing 
quantity  which  he  law  at  the  lake  Maracayba> 
that  it  was  a  cloud  before  him. 

Their  bites  raife  little  lumps,  or  fwellings, 
in  the  Ikin,  which  caufe  an  uncommon  degree 
of  itching  ;  thefe  are  Scratched  fometimes  into 
painful  acrid  ulcers,  particularly  in  the  legs. 
A  bite,  if  not  fcratched,  or  irritated,  though 
extremely  difagreeable,  will  not  long  continue 
troublefome.  Seme  people  apply  oil,  vinegar, 
lime-juice,  or  camphorated  ipirits,  to  the  part, 
to  allay  the  itching  and  tingling.  In  the  in- 
land and  woody  fituations,  even  thofe  who  have 
been  long  refident  in  thefe  countries,  find  it  con- 
venient to  wear  a  fort  of  loofe  linen  bufkins,  to 
guard  their  legs  in  an  evening; ;  and  it  is  an 
univerfal  cuftom  to  have  a  gauze  curtain,  or 
net,  to  furround  the  bed,  to  keep  them  away 
by  night ;  otherwife,  in  fome  places,  it  would 
be  impoffible  to  fleep. 

*  mali  Culices  »'■    ;■ 

Avertunt  fomnos.  Lib.  I.  Sat.  5. 

Fire 
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Fire  and  fmoke  drive  them  away ;  and  this 
is  another  practice  ufed  by  people  who  refidc 
in  the  woods,  and  interior  parts  of  the  iflands. 
On  the  continent,  near  woods  and  ftagnant 
waters,  the  Indians  bury  themfelves  in  fand,  in 
an  evening,  having  no  other  means  to  avoid 
their  perfecution. 

Another  tropical  infe£t  frequently  attacks 
the  feet  and  toes  of  new-comers,  and  furpriies 
them  with  an  unufual  fenfation  of  itching ; 
the  refidents  are  equally  fubje£l  to  the  plague  of 
thefe  almoft  invifible  vermin,  and  are  fome- 
times  lamed  by  them.  Thefe  are  Chigoes,  a 
kind  of  little  fleas  ;  they  chiefly  keep  in  dufty, 
dirty  places,  and  are  bred  on  hearths,  and  in 
chimney-corners,  among  the  afhes  :  they  are 
about  the  fize  of  a  cheefe-mite.  They  lance 
the  fkin  imperceptibly  in  the  foles  of  the  feet, 
or  about  the  toe-nails,  and  infinuate  them- 
felves, where  they  depofit  their  eggs,  including 
their  eggs  and  themfelves  in  a  little  round  veficle, 
which  increafes  to  the  fize  of  a  fmali  pea  fome- 
times,  before  it  is  noticed.  It  then  acquires  a 
blueilh  appearance,  from  the  colour  of  the 
Chigo  itfelf,  which  is  in  the  midft  of  an  innu- 
merable quantity  of  animalcula,  each  of  which 
is  capable   of  creating  a  new  difturbance,  if, 

in 
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in  taking  out  the  bag,  it  be  broken,  and  any 
remain  behind  in  the  fleih.  Some  people 
have  had  great  inflammations  from  them,  and 
fome  have  had  their  toes  mortified.  The  ne- 
groes often  let  them  collect  and  remain  in  their 
feet,  until  their  toes  rot  off. 

The  common  method  of  taking  out  the  bag, 
is,  with  the  point  of  a  needle,  without  piercing 
it,  by  feparating  it  from  the  ikin  quite  round, 
and  drawing  it  out ;  then  filling  up  the  hole,  and 
rubbing  the  part  with  tobacco-afhes.  Ligok 
fays*,  he  had  ten  chigoes  taken  out  of  his 
feet  in  a  morning,  while  he  was  at  Barbadoes 
(which  was  from  1647  to  l^5°)^  by  the  mod 
unfortunate  Indian  woman  Yarico  -f . 

There  is  alfo  abundance  of  fcorpions,  taran- 
tulas, centipedes,  and  fpiders,  whofe  venomous 
ftings  and  bites  are  very  painful,  but  rarely 
attended  with  danger.  The  tarantulas  have  their 
habitations  in  loofe  rocky  places,  and  in  the 
mountains ;  and  thofe  other  infects  are  gene- 
rally found  in  old  buildings,  among  rotten 
wood,  and  in  unfrequented  places  :  fometimes 
they  creep  forth  into  beds,  and  among  people's 
clothes,  particularly  fcorpions,  and  are  not  de- 
tected until  they  are  discovered  by  their  fling. 
Rum,    or  oil,    applied,    generally    abates  the 

*  Hiftorv  of  Barbadoes,  p.  65. 
+  Spedator,  N°  11. 

anguifl* 
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anguifh  of  the  wound  :  but  if  a  fever,  with 
convulfive  twitchings,  enfue,  which  in  bad 
habits  of  body,  or  when  the  wound  is  in  a 
part  of  great  fenfibility,  will  fometimes  hap- 
pen, the  wound  fhould  be  immediately  (lightly 
burnt  with  Lapis  Infernalis,  or  any  cauftic, 
and  afterwards  poulticed,  and  the  patient 
lhould  take  fome  warm  diluting  diaphoretic, 
with  an  opiate. 

Galen  juftly  obferves,  that  a  perfon  who 
had  not  witnefled  the  faft,  would  not  fuppofe 
that  fo  fmall  an  injury  as  the  fling  of  a  fcor- 
pion,  or  the  bite  of  a  poifonous  fpider,  coyld 
produce  the  violent  effe6ts  which  they  do  in 
the  whole  body. 

He  fays,  the  aculeus,  or  fting,  of  a  fcor- 
pion  ends  in  the  minuteft  point ;  and  has  no 
perforation  through  which  any  poifon  can  pafs 
in  to  the  wound.  Yet,  he  fays,  we  muft  fup- 
pofe the  venom  to  be  fome  fpirital  fubftance,  or 
moifture,  in  which  a  great  power  is  concen- 
trated in  a  fmall  compafs  *. 

Before  I  had  an  opportunity  of  examining 
this  fubjeft,  my  refpect  for  the  opinion  of  Ga- 
len made  me  doubt  the  accuracy  of  Leeu- 
wenhoek,  Redi,  Mead,  and  others,  who  affert 
that  there  is  an  aperture  near  the  cufpis  of  a 
*  De  Locis  AfFe&is,  Lib.  III.  cap.  xi. 

fcorpion's 
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fcorpion's  fling  ;  and  that  through  this  aper- 
ture a  liquid  poifon  is  injected  when  a  wound 
is  inflifted.  Repeated  experiments,  with  the 
left  glaffes,  have  never  enabled  me  to  difcover 
any  foramen,  or  opening,  whatever. 

Mrs.  Pidgeley,  at  Kingfton  in  Jamaica,  in 
January  1781,  was  ftung  by  a  fcorpion  in  the 
foot,  above  the  little  toe.  The  part  became 
inftantly  red  and  painful ;  and  foon  after  livid. 
The  pain  increafed  to  great  feverity.  Some 
rum  was  applied  to  the  wound,  on  which  the 
pain  immediately  left  the  foot,  and  paffed  up 
tQ  the  groin,  with  great  agony.  The  pain  ftill 
paffed  upwards,  and  diffufed  itfelf  about  the 
pit  of  the  ftomach,  neck,  and  throat,  attended 
with  tremors,  cold  fweats,  and  languors.  As 
the  pain  paffed  the;  abdomen,  it  occafioned  a 
violent  purging,  and  fainting,  which  ceafed 
pn  its  advancing  higher.  I  was  called  to  her, 
and  gave  her  the  following  medicines,  a  few 
dofes  of  which  removed  every  fymptom.  She 
Lad  been  extremely  ill  for  thirty-fix  hours. 

R  Sal.  Succin.  91J ;  Camphor,  gr.  xij ;  Cin- 
nabar. Antimon.  gr.  x  ;  Confect.  Card.  q.  f.  Jiant 
bolt  [ex.  One  of  thefe  was  taken  every  hour, 
with  four  fpoonfuls  of  the  following  mixture  : 
R  Aq.  Mentha  g  vij ;  Elix.  Paregoric,  5  ij ;  Syr. 
Croci  %  *ff ;  Mijce. 

But 
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But  though  thefc  inconvcniencies  arc  found 
in  the  iilands,  there  are  none  of  the  greater 
evils,  with  which  the  neighbouring  continent 
abounds  ;  iiich  as  tigers,  lions,  bears,  wolves, 
and  deadly  venomous  ferpents. 

Of  the  various  venomous  ferpents  in  Spanifh 
America,  we  have  but  an  imperfect  account 
from  the  Spaniards.  They  reckon  the  follow- 
ing the  worft,  and  moft  common. 

The  Corahs,  or  Coral  Snakes,  which  are  about 
four  or  five  feet  in  length,  and  an  inch  in  dia- 
meter, of  a  very  beautiful  appearance,  their 
(kin  being  variegated  with  a  bright  crimfon, 
yellow,  and  green,  with  an  head  ihaped  like 
the  European  ferpent. 

The  Cafca&e/es,  or  Rattle  Snakes  ;  and  the 
Culebras  de  Bejuco,  or  Bejuco  Snakes,  as  they 
refemble  the  colour  of  the  Bejuco,  and  from 
whole  branches  they  hang  down,  and  bite 
whatever  difturbs  them. 

The  Karhorrhous,  which  is  common  at  Car- 
thagena,  and  is  called  by  its  proper  name.  It  is 
alfo  common  on  the  Spanifh  Main,  and  Mufquito 
Shore,  where  there  are  other  deadly  veno- 
mous ferpents ;  one  fpecies  of  which  the  Indians 
and  inhabitants  call  Tomogos.^  and  another,  the 

Barber's 
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Barber  s  Pole,  from  the  manner  in  which  it  is 
marked. 

Ulloa  fays,  "  That  a  perfon  bitten  by  the 
"  Coral  Snake  immediately  fwells  to  fuch  a  de- 
"  gree,  that  the  blood  gullies  out  through  all  the 
"  organs  of  fenfe,  and  even  the  coats  of  the 
"  veins  at  the  extremities  of  the  fingers  burft, 
"  fo  that  he  foon  expires*." 

Thefe  efFe6ts  have  been  generally  thought  to 
belong  only  to  the  bite  of  the  Hcemorrkous  ;  but  I 
believe  the  fame  efFefts  are  produced  by  all  the 
tribe  of  deadly  venomous  ferpents,  and  that 
there  is  no  fpecifical  difference  between  them, 
except  in  the  violence  and  rapidity  by  which 
the  poifon  is  diffufed  in  the  body :  the  reft 
depending  on  the  heat  of  the  weather  when 
the  accident  happens,  and  the  ftate,  and  habit 
of  body  of  the  fubject,  at  that  particular  time. 

In  the  expedition  from  Jamaica  in  1780,  on 
the  Spanifh  Main,  a  foldier  of  the  79th  regi- 
ment, in  marching  through  the  woods  near 
San  Juan  caftle,  was  bitten  by  a  ferpent,  hang- 
ing from  the  bough  of  a  tree,  under  the  orbit 
of  his  left  eye  ;  from  which  he  inftantly  felt  fo 
much  pain  that  he  was  unable  to  proceed.  He 
died  in  a  few  hours /with  his  body  confiderably 

*  Book  I.  ch.  7. 

fwelled, 
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fwellcd,  and  of  a  deep  yellow   colour.     The 
eye,  near  the  bite,  was  entirely  diffolved. 

The  bite  of  the  fpecies  of  ferpent  called 
Ptyas,  is  laid  to  be  followed  by  a  tranquil  laffi- 
tude  and  lleepinefs.  Nicander  fays,  thofe 
who  are  bitten  by  it  die  in  delightful  tranfport. 
This  induced  Cleopatra  to  apply  it  to  her 
bofom,  that  the  might  end  her  voluptuous  life 
by  a  voluptuous  death  *. 

F.  Hoffman  is  one  among  a  multitude  who 
has  been  deceived  by  the  falfe  report  of  tra- 
vellers on  this  fubjecl.  He  fays,  "  In  the  iflands 
"  of  Cuba,  Jamaica,  and  Hifpaniola,  the  bites  of 
"  ferpents  are  highly  injurious  to  the  inhabi- 
"  tants."  But  in  this  Hoffman  is  miftaken  -r 
for  though  the  Spaniards  exterminated  the  hu- 
man aborigines  of  thefe  iilands,  their  immenfe 
woods,  and  inacceffible  mountains  to  men. 
would  have  been  the  protection  of  ferpents,  if 
there  had  ever  been  any.  But  the  Spaniards- 
did  not  find  any  poifonous  ferpents  in  thefe 
iilands  when  they  firft  went  there,  which  Pe- 
ter Martyr  has  properly  recorded -f. 

*  Galen  relates,  that  fhe  made  a  deep  wound  in  her  arm 
with  her  teeth,  and  poured  the  poifon  into  it,  after  having 
tried  its  fatal  cfFedts  on  her  two  faithful  female  attendants 
De  Theriaca  ad  Pifonem,  cap.  8, 

t  Decad.  I.  Lib.  1, 

There 
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There  are  fnakes  in  the  iflands,  fuch  as  the 
Tellow  Snake,  from  eight  to  twenty  feet  -  in 
length  :  the  large  Black  Snake,  from  four  to 
twelve  feet  in  length :  and  the  fmall  Black 
Snake,  and  Spotted  Snake,  of  about  two  or  three 
feet  in  length.  But  the  bites  of  thefe  are  not 
venomous ;  nor  further  troublefome  to  cure 
than  any  other  lacerated  wound.  Their  depre- 
dations are  confined  to  pantries,  poultry,  hens 
and  pigeons  nefts,  young  vermin,  and  reptiles. 
There  are  many  fabulous  ftories  related  of  the 
Tellow  Snake,  attacking  calves  and  lambs,  and 
twining  round  other  animals  and  ftranMins: 
them:-— and  that  the  Amphijbcena,  or  Silver 
Snake,  has  been  found  in  the  iflands,  and  that 
its  bite  is  venomous  ;  but  neither  of  thefe  facts 
have  been  proved. 

The  bites  and  flings  of  all  venomous  animals 
are  cured  by  the  fame  local  means  ;  which  are 
very  fimple,  if  they  were  always  at  hand.  The 
injured  part  muft  be  inftantly  deftroyed,  or  be 
cut  out.  Deftroying  it  is  the  moft  fafe,  and 
equally  certain  :  and  the  beft  application  for 
that  purpofe,  is  the  Lapis  Infernalis,  or  the 
Butter  of  Antimony, ---Thefe  are  preferable  to 
an  hot  iron,  which  the  ancients  ufed,  becaufe 
an  hot  iron  forms  a  craft,  which  acts  as  a  de- 
fence 
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fence  to  the  under  parts,  inftead  of  deftroying 

them.  The  Lapis  Inftrnalh  is  much  better  than 
any  other  cauftic  ;  as  it  melts  and  penetrates 
during  its  application.  The  bitten  part  mult 
be  deftroyed  to  the  bottom,  and  where  there  is 
any  doubt  that  the  bottom  of  the  wound  is  not 
fufficiently  expoied,  Butter  of  Antimony  fhould 
be  introduced  into  it  on  the  following  day, 
as  deep  as  poflible  ;  and  incifions  fhould  be 
made  to  lay  every  part  open  to  the  action  of 
thefe  applications.  Befides  deftroying,  burn- 
ing, or  cutting  out  the  part,  incifions  fhould 
be  made  round  the  wound,  to  prevent  the  com- 
munication of  the  virus.  The  wound  is  to  be 
dreffed  for  fome  time  with  poultices,  to  affuage 
the  inflammation  caufed  by  the  cauftics  ;  and 
afterwards  with  acrid  dreflings,  and  hot  di- 
geftives,  to  drain  the  injured  parts. 

Where  the  above-mentioned  cauftics  cannot 
be  procured,  corrofive  fublimate,  oil  of  vitriol, 
aqua  fortis,  fpirit  of  fait,  common  cauftic,  or 
a  plafter  made  of  quick-lime  and  foap,  may 
be  applied  to  the  wound.  Gunpowder  laid  on 
the  part,  and  fired,  has  been  ufed  with  fuc- 
cefs.  When  a  perfon  is  bitten,  remote  from 
any  afiiftance,  he  fhould  make  a  tight  ligature 
above  the  part,  until  proper  application  can  be 
made.     The  Spanilh  writers  fay,  that  the  Ea- 

D  billa 
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billa  de  Carthagena,  or  Carthagena  Bean,  is  a 
fpecific  for  poifonous  bites,  taken  inwardly. 

Ulloa  fays,  it  is  "  one  of  the  mod  effectual 
"  antidotes  known  in  that  country  (Carthagena) 
"  againft  the  bites  of  vipers  and  ferpents  :  for 
"  a  little  of  it  being  eaten  immediately  after 
"  the  bite,  it  presently  flops  the  effects  of  the 
"  poifon;  and  accordingly  all  who  frequent  the 
"  woods,  either  for  felling  trees  or  hunting,  ne- 
"  ver  fail  to  eat  a  little  of  this  habilla  falling,  and 
"  repair  to  their  work  without  any  apprehenfion. 

"  The  natives  tell  you,  that  this  habilla  being 
"  hot  in  the  higheft  degree,  much  of  it  cannot 
"  be  eaten  ;  that  the  common  dole  of  it  is  lefs 
"  than  the  fourth  part  of  a  kernel ;  and  that 
"  no  hot  liquor,  as  wine,  brandy,  &c.  rauft  be 
"  drunk  immediately  after  taking  it *." 

The  Carthagena  bean,  or  habilla,  is  found 
in  great  abundance  in  the  Weft-Indian  iflands, 
where  it  is  generally  known  by  the  name  of 
Antidote,  or  Cocoon,  or  Antidote  Cocoon.  In  fmall 
dofes  it  is  ftomachic  and  diaphoretic  ;  and  in 
large  dofes  emetic  and  purgative.  In  feveral 
dilorders  it  is  a  powerful  remedy  ;  but  its  vir- 
tues are  not  Efficiently  known,  except  among. 

«  Book  I.  ch.  6. 

the 
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the  Indians  and  negroes,  who  chiefly  life  an 
infufion,  or  tincture,  of  it  made  in  rum.  This 
is  externally,  as  well  as  internally,  ufed  for 
many  complaints  *. 

I  have  been  informed  by  fome  intelligent  In- 
dians, that  any  of  the  Red  Peppers,  fuch  as 
Bird  Pepper ,  or  Bell  Pepper,  or  what  is  called 
Cayenne  Pepper,  powdered  and  taken  in  a  glafs 
of  rum  as  much  as  the  ftomach  can  poffibly 
bear,  fo  as  to  caufe,  and  keep  up  for  fome 
time  great  heat  and  inflammation  in  the  body, 
and  a  vigorous  circulation,  will  ftop  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  poifon  of  ferpents,  even  after  its 
effects  are  vifible  ;  and  that  the  bitten  part 
only  afterwards  mortifies,  and  feparates,  and 
that  the  patient,  with  bark,  wine,  and  cor- 
dials, foon  recovers. 

This  fiery  practice  is  certainly  agreeable  to 
that  of  the  ancients  f,  and  probably  the  only 

internal 

*  This  bean  is  the  feed  of  the  Ftvlllaa  foliis  cordatis,  of 
Plumier,  Ed.  Burmanni,  p.  203.  tab.  209.  FevilUa  foliis 
cordatis,  angulatis,  of  Linn  jeus,  Spec.  P.  Fevulea  foliis  crafli- 
oribus,  glabris,  quandoque  cordatis,  quandoque  trilobis,  or 
Antidote  Coco  on,  of  Brown,  p.  374, 

t  "  NecefTarium  eft  exfoibere  portionem  Meri  Vini  cum 
V  Pipere,  vel  quidlibet  aliud,  quod  caloii  movendo  ell,  nee 

Da  "  humorcm 
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internal  treatment  that  can  have  any  good 
effect ;  as  in  thefe  cafes  the  powers  of  life,  and 
the  action  of  the  heart,  are  fuddenly  enfeebled, 
and  the  pulfe  in  ftrength  and  frequency  ob- 
ferves  almoft  a  regular  declenfion,  from  the  time 
of  the  bite,   until  it  intirely   ceafes   in  death. 

This  confirms  the  remark  of  Celsus,  that 
venomous  bites  kill  by  extinguilhing  the  vital 
heat. 

But  there  is  no  relying  with  fecurity  on  any 
thing,  without  the  external  treatment. 

The  Indians  in  Popayan,  when  any  perfon 
has  been  poifoned  by  the  Coy  a,  or  Coyba,  (a 
deadly  venomous  infe£t,  lliaped  like  a  fpider, 
but  lefs  than  a  bug),  burn  the  part :  and  if 
the  body  begins  to  fwell,  they  fmge  it  all  over 
with  the  flame  of  ftraw,  or  dry  grafs  : — this 
procefs  generally  fucceeds. 

Galen  fays,  when  he  was  in  Alexandria, 
there  was  a  ruftic,  a  little  way  from  the  town, 
bitten  on  one  of  his  fingers  by  an  afp  ;  the  man 

"  humorem  intus  coire  patitur.  Nam  maxima  pars  vcneno- 
"  rum  frigore  interimit."     Cels.  Lib.  V.  cap.  -77. 

"  Dandiim  autem  eft  cum  cibisedendum  Piper,  aut  Allium* 
"  Vinum  biber.dum  eft  forte,  utex  eo  recemibus  vaporibus,et 
u  familiari  calidiute,  corporis  mifcella  repleatur."  P.  JEgi- 
k:ta,  Lib.  V,  cap.  z» 

made 
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made  a  tight  ligature  on  it,  and  ran  immedi- 
ately to  town  to  a  furgeon,  who  amputated 
the  finger,  and  no  mifchief  enfued.  He  lays 
he  knew  another,  a  vine-drefTer,  who  being 
bitten  on  the  finger  by  a  viper,  directly  cut 
off  the  finger  himfelf,  with  an  hatchet,  and 
without  any  internal  medicine  remained  well*. 

Galen  infers,  that  the  flighted  fcratch  in 
the  ikin  is  fufficientto  communicate  the  poilbn 
of  animal  venom. 

He  alfo  infers,  that  this  venom  operates  by 
affecting  the  nerves  ;  extending  the  mifchief 
by  means  of  their  communication,  from  the 
injured  part,  to  the  whole  fyftem. 

He  obferves,  that  though  the  fting  of  afcor- 
pion  may  pierce  through  the  Ikin,  the  bite  of 
a  poifonous  fpider  does  not :  that  penetrates  no 
deeper  than  the  fuperficies  of  the  fkin  ;  and 
yet  the  whole  body  is  foon  violently  affected  by 
it.  The  caufe  of  which,  he  remarks,  is,  that 
the  fkin  is  a  continued  covering  over  the  whole 
body,  and  full  of  nerves  ;  from  whence  poi- 
fonous infection  may  be  fwiftly  diftributed  to 
the  origin  of  the  nerves,  or  to  fome  vital  part, 
and  become  fatal. ---Yet  Galen,  in  all  cafes 
of  venomous  flings  and  bites,  advifes  a  liga- 

*  De  Loc.  Affca.  Lib.  111.  cap.  xi. 

D  3  turc 
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ture  to  be  made,  in  the  firft  inftance,  above  the 
injured  part ;  the  good  effects  of  which  he  had 
experienced  even  in  the  bites  of  deadly  veno- 
mous ferpents*.   Celsus  alio  advifes  ligatures -j- . 

Felix  Eontaka  J  attributes  the  firft  ufe  of 
ligatures,  in  the  bites  of  venomous  animals,  to 
Kempfer  ;  it  is  evident  he  had  not  confulted 
Celsus  or  Galen. 

The  ufe  of  ligatures,  however,  feem  more 
applicable  to  the  doctrine  of  lymphatic  abforp- 
tion,  which  was  not  known  in  Galen's  time. 

But  vafcular  abforption  is  by  no  means  ade- 
quate to  the  phaenomena,  which  arile  from  ex- 
ternally applied  venom,  or  infe&ion.  Nor 
has  it  ever  been  ascertained,  norwithftanding 
fome  pertinacious  opinions,  whether  the  folids, 
Or  the  fluids,  are  the  conductors  of  that  uni- 
verfal  affection  which  deranges  the  whole 
iyftem,  from  the  above  caufes. 

The  rednefs  of  the  fkin,  and  pain,  which 
may  be  traced  in  the  lymphatics  and  glands, 
leading  from  a  part  where  infection  has  been 
inferted,  is  no  conclufion.  A  puncture  from 
the  point  of  a  needle  often  produces  fimilar 
confequences. 

f  De  Locis  Affe£Hs,  Lib.  HJ.  cap.  xi. 
•fr   Lib.  V.  cap.  xXviia 
."{  Treatife  on  Poifons* 

Whence 
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Whence  comes  it,  that  the  fmalleft  portion 
imaginable  of  the  poifon  of  fomc  ferpents,  fo 
inftantaneoufly  changes  the  ftate  of  the  folids 
and  Hu ids,  and  fo  breaks  down  their  union, 
that  life  is  extinguiihed,  with  electric  rapidity  ; 
and  that  the  poifon  of  a  mad  dog  fhould  be 
four,  or  fix  weeks  before  its  effe6ts  appear  ; 
and  fometimes  three,  fix,  nine,  or  twelve 
months  ? 

The  movement  of  the  lymphatic  fluid  is  too 
flow  for  one  of  thefe  operations,  and  too  quick 
for  the  other. 

Mead's  theory  of  infe£tion  fuppofes,  that 
there  exifts  a  fluid  in  the  nerves  ;  by  which 
poifons  are  carried  into  the  fyftem,  and  on 
which  they  act,  in  exciting  their  dreadful 
effects  in  the  animal  ceconomy. 

He  fays,  "  No  regard  ought  to  be  had  to  the 
"  immechanical  notions  of  authors  who  ima- 
"  gine  that  mufcular  motion  and  fenfation  are 
V  performed  only  by  vibrations  of  the  fibres  of 
"  the  nerves,  without  the  intervention  of  any 
"  lpirituous  fluid.  This  fluid,  fo  far  as  we  can 
"  difcover  by  its  effedts,  is  a  thin  volatile 
"  liquor,  of  great  force  and  elafticity,  being 
*'  indeed  mod  probably  a  quantity  of  the  uni- 

D  4  "  verfai 
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"  verfal  elaftic  matter,  incorporated  with  fine 
"  parts  of  the  blood,  feparated  in  the  brain, 
"  and  lodged  in  the  fibres  of  the  nerves  *." 

Thefe  hypothetical  notions  of  Mead  were 
once  believed  in  ;  but  they  are  not  now,  when 
conjecture  goes  for  nothing. 

Font  an  a  afferts,  that  the  blood  is  the  feat 
of  the  a6tion  of  poifons  ;  and  that  when  they 
are  introduced  into  it,  they  bring  on  death,  by 
deftroying  the  irritability  of  the  mufcular 
fibres. 

He  founds  his  opinion  on  experiments,  made 
by  injecting  fome  of  the  poifon  of  a  ferpent 
into  the  jugular  vein  of  animals  ;  the  effedts  of 
which,  were  immediate  death. 

He  afferts  alfo,  that  this  poifon  is  intirely 
innocent  to  the  nerves.  This  opinion  he  fup- 
ports  by  having  laid  bare  the  fciatic  nerve,  and 
after  wounding  it,  he  applied  fome  of  the  poi- 
fon to  it.  .  The  fymptoms  and  phenomena 
that  followed,  he  fays,  differed  in  nothing  from 
thofe  which  appear  from  a  fimple  wound  of 
the  nerve  with  the  point  of  any  inftrument ; 
death  being  the  confequence  in  both  cafes 
£dikef 

P  Intro4u£Hon  to  his  Mechanical  Account  of  Poifons. 

He 
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He  confefles,  that  the  fame  poifon  as  was  in- 
je£ted  into  the  vein,  made  not  the  lead  change 
in  the  blood,  out  of  the  body,  though  mixed 
with  it  the  inftant  it  came  from  the  orifice, 
and  received  into  a  veffel  warmed  to  the  heat 
of  the  blood. 

I  would  afk  this  perfevering  experimenter, 
how  it  happens,  that  hemiplegia,  and  other 
degrees  of  palfy,  arc  fometimes  caufed  by  the 
bites  of  vipers,  if  the  nerves  have  no  concern 
in  the  operation  of  the  poifon  ? 

Whence  arife  palpitations,  tremors,  vertigo, 
cold  fweats,  incontinence  of  urine,  vomiting, 
and  purging,  from  the  fting  of  a  fcorpion,  or 
the  bite  of  a  fpider  ? 

How  comes  it,  that  a  polypus,  having  no 
teeth,  kills  a  water  worm,  an  animal  tenacious 
of  life,  by  only  touching  it  with  his  mouth  or 
lips  ? 

Befides,  olive  oil,  and  a  thoufand  other 
equally  innocent  things,  injc6ted  into  the  jugu- 
lar veins  caufe  fpeedy  death. 

Fontana's  idea,  "  that  the  Lunar  Caujiic  is 
"  the  true  fpecifical  remedy  againft  the  dread- 
"  ful  poifon  of  the  viper,"  and  his  reafoning 
jthereon,  are  equally  inconclufive. 

The 
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,  The  Lunar  Caujiic  is  not  an  "  antidote  to 
"  this  venom,"  as  he  affirms,  as  aching  by  any 
Specific  virtue.  But  like  the  Lapis  Irfernalis, 
or  any  other  powerful  cautery,  it  deftroys  all 
organization  within  the  fphere  of  its  a6lion  ; 
and  by  rendering  the  part  affe£ted,  no  longer  a 
living  part,  creates  infenfibility  to  the  operation 
of  the  poifon,  and  an  incapacity  cf  communi- 
cating it. 

It  has  always  been  a  matter  of  furprife  to  me, 
that  Hillary  fhould  fay  Canine  Madnefs  "  is  fo 
M  frequently  feen  in  moft  hot  countries,  and 
"  efpecially  in  the  Weft-Indies,  that  it  may  be 
"  faid  to  be  endemial  *  ;"  which  is  fo  far  from 
being  true,  that  if  Hillary,  who  treats  of  it, 
and  relates  feveral  cafes  that  were  under  his 
care  in  Barbadoes,  had  not  been  a  man  of  good 
character,  I  fhould  have  doubted  whether  he 
had  ever  feen  a  mad  dog  in  the  Weft-Indies. — 
I  am  aware  that  Hughes,  in  his  Natural Hiftory 
of  Barbadoes,  fays,  this  difeafe  was  there  in  or 
about  the  year  1741  ;  and  that  a  cow,  in  an 
hydrophobia,  was  cured  by  pouring  a  pail-ful 
of  cold  water  down  her  throat -f. 

*  On  the  Difeafes  of  Barbadoes,  p.  245. 
•t  P-  33- 

During 
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During  my  rcfidcnce  in  the  Weft  Indies,  I  never 
heard  of  the  diieafe  ;  and  from  the  inquiries  I 
have  made,  I  am  certain  that  there  has  been  no 
canine  madnefs  in  many  of  the  ifiands,  if  in 
any  of  them,  for  fifty  years,  before  the  year 
1783  ;  and  I  am  not  fatisfied  with  the  autho- 
rity which  informs  me  it  was  ever  there  before 
that  year.  On  the  immenfe  continent  of  South 
America,  it  has  never  been  feen.  Ulloa  fays, 
"  the  people  there  exprefs  their  aftonifhment 
"  when  an  European  relates  the  melancholy 
"  effects  of  it*  :"  and  Pouppe  Desportes,  who 
practifed  phyfic  in  Hifpaniola  from  1732  until 
1748,  fays,  in  that  ifland  they  are  intirely 
ignorant  of  it  -j-. 

It  is  certain,  that  difeafes  undergo  changes 
and  revolutions.  Some  continue  for  a  fuccef- 
fion  of  years,  and  vanifh  when  they  have  ex- 
haufted  the  temporary,  but  fecret,  caufe  which 
produced  them.  Others  have  appeared  and 
difappeared  fuddenly  ;  and  others  have  their 
periodical  returns. 

*  Book  V.  ch.  6. 

+  u  A  Saint  Domhiguc  on  a  1'avantage  de  ne  pas  connoitre 
B  la  rage."  Hiftoire  des  Maladies  de  S.  Dsrningue.  Vol.  II. 
f-  J57- 

The 
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The  Nervous  Remittent  Fever  ?  the  great  en- 
demic of  Jamaica,  entirely  changed  its  type 
in  1770.  It  was  then  accompanied  by  an  im- 
menfe  miliary  eruption,  and  feveral  other  cir- 
cumftances,  which  had  never  been  obferved 
before  that  time.  It  raged  with  unufual  vio- 
lence, and  carried  off  almoft  all  the  young 
people  who  were  feized.  It  returned,  with 
its  new  attendants,  in  the  fpring  and  fummer 
of  the  two  fucceeding  years ;  but  has  not 
been   there,  in   the    fame  form,   fmce. 

In  the  fpring  of  1  783,  canine  madnefs  broke 
out  in  Hifpaniola  ;  and  in  the  month  of  June 
in  Jamaica,  where  it  raged  until  March,  1784. 
It  was  faid  at  firft,  that  it  was  brought  to  Ja- 
maica from  Hifpaniola  ;  but  experience  proved 
the  fa£t  to  be  otherwife. 

The  common  notion  that  this  difeafe  among 
dogs  can  only  proceed  from  the  poifon  of  an 
external  'bite,  or  that  it  originates  in  fome 
particular  dog,  from  internal  difeafe,  and  from 
thence  is  diffeminated,  has  excluded  the  idea 
of  fpontaneous  madnefs,  arifmg  from  fome  pe- 
culiar influence  in  the  air.  But  this  influence 
of  the  air  generated  the  canine  madnefs  in  the 
year  1783,  in  the  Weft-Indies  ;  for  it  was  ge- 
neral, and  many  dogs  were  feized  with  it,  that 

had 
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had  no  com.  lunication  with  others  :  and  fome 
dogs  which  were  brought  from  Europe,  and 
North  America,  and  that  were  not  on  fhore, 
w  ent  mad  on  their  arrival  in  the  harbours  of 
the  iflands. 

The  fame  atmofpheric  caufe  produces  this 
difeafe  almoft  every  year  among  foxes,  wolves, 
and  dogs,  in  many  parts  of  Europe  ;  fome 
instances  of  which  I  have  feen  in  my  travels. 

In  Venice  I  found  the  common  opinion  to  be, 
that  the  difeafe  is  often  occafioned  by  third: 
for  which  reafon  all  barbers,  fhoe-makers,  and 
coffee-houfe-keepers,  are  obliged  to  have  a 
fmall  tub,  or  pan  of  water,  before  their  doors, 
particularly  in  hot  weather,  that  the  dogs  run- 
ning about  the  ftreets  may  drink  when  they 
want,  as  there  are  no  places  in  that  city  where 
they  can  otherwife  fupply  themfelves  with  frelh 
water. 

In  1 783  this  difeafe  was  general  in  Jamaica, — 
Many  negroes  were  bitten,  and  died  Hydra- 
phobous. 

A  boy  belonging  to  Mrs.  Inglis  in  Kingfton 
was  bitten  by  a  little  dog  fuppofed  to  be  mad. 
which  was  therefore  killed.  The  bite,  or  ra- 
ther fcratch,  was  not  larger  than  one  made  by 

a  pin, 
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a  pin,  being  only  a  rafure  of  the  (kin,  by  a 
tooth.  It  was  thought  too  inconfiderable  to  be 
hurtful.  Four  months  afterwards  the  boy  was 
feized  as  if  he  had  got  a  cold,  and  loon  after 
fymptoms  of  a  tetanus  appeared.  He  died  on  the 
third  day,  but  had  no  fymptom  of  Hydrophobia. 

An  attorney-at-law  in  Kinglton  was  bitten  by 
his  own  dog.  The  bitten  part,  which  was  in 
the  ball  of  the  thumb,  was  cut  out.  He  was 
then  falivated  by  mercury,  externally  and  inter- 
nally ufed ;  and  he  had  no  fymptoms  of  difeafe* 
One  of  his  negroes  was  alfo  bitten,  and  treated 
in  the  fame  manner,  and  with  the  fame  fuccefs. 

Many  hogs  and  goats  were  bitten,  and  died 
mad. 

An  horfe  belonging  to  Mr.  Edward  Eaft,  in 
Liguanea,  was  bitten,  and  being  feized  wkh 
madnefs  was  fhot.  Another  horfe,  belonging  to 
Mr.  Andrew  Cathcart,  a  merchant  in  Kingfton, 
was  bitten.  He  broke  out  of  the  liable  and 
ran  about  mad,  until,  by  beating  his  head 
againft  a  wall,  he  killed  himfelf. 

In  the  cure  of  the  bite  of  a  mad  dog,  the 
local  treatment  is  alone  to  be  depended  on  ;  and 
that  local  treatment  the  fame   which  I  have 

already 
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already  related  in  the  cure  of  the  bite  of  deadly 
venomous  ferpents  *. 

Mercury  is  of  no  ufc  ;  nor  have  any  of  the 
famous  fpecifics  that  have  been  impoicd  on 
mankind  ever  produced  any  effects  that  could 
be  depended  on.  The  fooner  the  bitten  part  is 
deftroyed  the  better.  But  where  application 
has  been  omitted  for  fome  time,  and  even 
when  the  bitten  part  is  healed,  it  (liould  be  re- 
moved by  taking  out  the  flefti  all  round,  deeper 
than  the  wound  originally  was,  by  the  Lapis 
Infernal!  s,  and  fhould  be  dreffed  with  acrid 
dreinngs,  and  be  kept  open,  and  digefting, 
for  many  weeks.  This  method  of  treating  the 
bites  of  mad  animals,  if  in  a  part  where  it  can 
be  ufed,  will,  I  am  convinced,  from  my  own 
practice,  prevent  their  fatal  effects  ;  applied  at 
any  time  previous  to  the  firft  fymptoms,  that 
forerun  a  general  affection,  which  ends  in  hy- 
drophobia, and  yields  to  no  remedy  yet  difco-. 
vered. 

The  coaits  and  rivers  of  all  the  iflands 
abound  with  a  vaft  variety  of  excellent  fifh ; 
and  thole  of  Jamaica  are  almoft  free  from 
poifonous  fiih,  which  much  infeit  the  coafts  of 
fome  of  the  other  iilands. 


Page  32. 
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I  wifh  I  could  fay  that  the  rivers  were  ex- 
empt from  Alligators,  and  the  coafts  and  har- 
bours from  Sharks :  but  that  is  not  the  cafe, 
and  people  fhould  never  venture  into  rivers, 
nor  harbours,  to  bathe,  as  terrible  accidents 
frequently  happen  in  the  Weft-Indies,  from 
thefe  horrid  creatures. 

A  negro  woman,  belonging  to  Mr.  Kennion, 
injihe  Parifh  of  St.  Thomas  in  the  Eaft,  fome 
years  ago,  was  feized  as  ihe  was  wafhing  her 
linen  in  Plalntain-Garden  River,  and  torn  in 
pieces  by  an  alligator.  She  was  advanced  a 
little  way  into  the  river,  and  as  fhe  was  Hoop- 
ing down  with  her  hands  in  the  water,  the  al- 
ligator feized  her  by  the  arm,  dragged  her  away, 
and  fmothered  her.  From  the  depth  of  the 
water,  and  the  muddinefs  of  the  bottom,  though 
the  accident  happened  in  the  prefence  of  many 
people,  they  were  unable  to  affift  her. 

Mifchief  from  fharks  happens  almoft  every 
day,  in  fome  of  the  iflands. 

During  the  American  war,  in  1780,  while 
the  Pallas  frigate  was  lying  in  Kingfton  Har- 
bour, a  young  North  American  jumped  over- 
board one  evening  to  make  his  efcape,  and  pe- 

riihed  by  a  ftiark  in  a  Ihocking  manner. 

2  He 
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lie  had  been  captured  in  a  fmall  veffel,  loft 
all  his  property,  and  was  detained  by  compul- 
fion  in  the  Englifti  navy,  to  fcrve  in  a  depre- 
datory \  ainft  his  country.  But  he,  ani- 
mated with  that  fpirit  which  pervaded  every 
boibm  in  America,  refolved,  as  foon  as  he 
arrived  at  fome  port,  to  releafe  himfelf  from 
the  mortifying  ftate  of  employing  his  life 
againft  his  country,  which,  as  he  faid  when 
dying,  he  w^as  happy  to  lay  down,  as  he  could 
not  employ  it  againft  her  enemies. 

He  plunged  into  the  water  ;  the  Pallas  wras  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  fliore.  A  Ihark  per- 
ceived him,  and  followed  him,  very  quietly,  till 
he  came  to  a  ftate  of  reft,  near  the  fhore  :  where 
as  he  was  hanging  by  a   rope,  fcarcely  out  of 
his  depth,  that  moored  a  veffel  to  a  wharf,  the 
ihark  feized  his  right  leg,  and  ftripped  the  flefh 
entirely  away  from   the  bones,  and  took  the 
foot  off  at  the  ancle.     He  ftill  kept  his  hold, 
and  called  to  the  people  in  the  veffel  near  him, 
who  were  (landing  on  the  deck  and  faw  the 
affair.     The  ihark  then  feized   his  other  leg, 
which  the   man  by  his  ftruggling  difengaged 
from  his  teeth-,  but  with  the  flefh  cut  through 
down  to  the  bone,  into  a  multitude  of  narrow 
flips.     The  people  in  the  veffel  threw  billets  of 
wood  into  the  water,  and  frightened  the  fhark 

E  awav. 
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away.     The  young  man  was  brought  on  fhore  5 
I  was  called  to  him  ;  but  he  had  loft  fo  much 
blood  before  any  afliftance  could  be  given  him, 
that  he  expired  before  the  mangled  limbs  could- 
be  taken  off. 

A  few  weeks  before  this  accident  happened, 
a  fhark,  of  twelve  feet  in  length,  w^as  caught 
in  the  harbour  ;  and  on  being  opened,  the  en- 
tire, head  of  a  man  was  found  in  his  ftomach. 
The  fcalp,  and  fieih  of  the  face,  were  mace- 
rated to  a  foft  pulpy  fubftance  ;  which  on  being 
touched  feparated  entirely  from  the  bones.  The 
bones  were  fomewhat  foftened,  and  the  futures 
looiened. 

It  is  evident  that  digefcion  in  thefe  animals 
is  not  performed  by  trituration,  nor  by  the 
mufcular  a6lion  of  the  ftomach  ;  though  nature 
has  furnifhed  them  with  a  ftomach  of  wonder- 
ful force  and  thicknefs,  and  far  exceeding  that 
of  any  other  creature.  Whatever  their  force 
of  digeftion  is,  it  has  no  effect  upon  their 
young  Ones,  which  always  retreat  into  their 
ftomachs  in  time  of  danger. 

That  digeftion  is  not  performed  by  heat  h\ 
fifh,  is  equally  evident.  Being  on  the  Banks 
of  Newfoundland  in  Auguft,  1782,  I  opened 
many  Cod-fifh,  and  ripped  up  their  ftomachs 
juft  as  they  came  alive  out  of  the  water ;  in 
4  which 
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which  were  generally  found  fmall  oyftcrs, 
mufcles,  cockles,  and  crabs,  as  well  as  fmall 
fifties  of  their  own,  and  other  fpecies.  The 
coldnds  of  the  ftomach  of  thefe  jiihes  is  far 
greater  than  the  temperature  of  the  water  out 
of  which  they  are  taken  ;  or  of  any  other  part 
of  the  fiih,  or  of  any  other  fubftance  of  ani- 
mated nature  I  ever  felt.  On  wrapping  one  of 
them  round  my  hand,  immediately  on  being 
taken  out  of  the  fiih,  it  caufed  fo  milch  aching 
and  numbnefs,  that  I  could  not  endure  it  long. 

In  the  Weft- Indies,  where  a  choice  of  fitua- 
tion  for  refidence  can  be  made,  the  more  ele- 
vated, and  the  further  removed  from  all  kinds 
of  water  the  better.  Stagnant  waters,  and 
fwamps,  load  the  air  with  pernicious  vapours, 
that  are  productive  of  obftinate  intermittent 
fevers,  difeafes  of  the  liver,  and  putrid  difeafes. 
This  was  woefully  experienced  in  Jamaica, 
when  the  naval  hofpital  of  that  ifland  was  at 
Greenwich :— and  in  the  autumn  of  every  year, 
the  air  of  the  fwamps  and  marihes  to  the 
weft  of  King Ji  on,  and  about  the  Ferry,  extends 
its  baleful  influence  to  all  the  neighbouring 
habitations.  I,  among  many  other  people,  in 
pafling  that  infalubrious  diftricl,  a  little  before 
the  rifing  fun,  have  had  a  ftiivering  and  cold- 
nefs,  as  in  an  ague.  I  have  fuffered  the  fame 
effect  in  crofTing  the  lethiferous  Pontini  fens 

E  2  near 
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near  rferracina,  between  Rome  and  Naples,  juft 
at  the  break  of  day  *. 

People,    whofe  occupations    or    habitations 
are  in,  or  near,  low,  marfhy   places,    fhould 
fleep  from  them  as  often  as  poffible ;  and  always 
in  the  rainy  and  autumnal  feafons.    Fevers,  and 
other  diforders,  acquired  in  thefe  fituations,  are 
always  mod  fpeedily,  and  often    only  to  be, 
cured  by  removing  the  patient  to  fome  health- 
ful place,  in  a  pure  air,  the  inftant  he  is  at- 
tacked, or  before  the  difeafe  is  fo  far  advanced 
as  to  make  removal   ineffectual,  or  dangerous. 
But  if  there  be  danger  in  removing  a  patient, 
while   labouring  under  a  fever,  there  is    alfo 
danger  in  fuffering  him  to  remain  in  a  fituation 
noxious,  from  local  circumftances,  to  the  hu- 
man frame.     Asclepiades  advifes  carrying  the 
patient  out  in  the  air,  in  common   pradtice, 
even  in  the  Ardent  Fever ,  and  in  the  beginning 
of  it ;  but  Celsus  diiapproves  of  this  doctrine, 
and  thinks  it  only  admiffible  when  the  tongue 
is  moift,  where  there  is  no  tumor,  nor  hard- 

*  The  greatefl  degree  of  cold  is  commonly  a  little  before, 
or  at:  the  time  when,  the  fun  juft  appears  at  the  margin  of  the 
horizon.  This  phenomenon  arifes  from  the  folar  rays,  warm- 
ing the  fuperior  region  of  the  atmofphere,  only,  at  their  fir  ft 
approach,  and  caumig  a  rarefaction  there  ;  from  which  the  cold 
•and  moifl  vapours,  collected  in  the  night,  fall  in  an  increafed 
quantity  near  the  furface  of  the  earth. 
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,  nor  pain  in  the  vifcera,   head,  or  prae- 

cordia,  or  in  any  other  part  of  the  body,  unlcfs 
it  be  a  nervous  pain,  and  then  only  in  the  rc- 
miffion  of  the  fever 

As  the  places  where  wood  and  water  are  ob- 
tained in  hot  climates,  are  generally  fwampy  and 
unhealthful,  failors  who  are  fent  from  their 
{hips  on  fhore  to  procure  thofe  articles,  ought 
never  to  be  permitted  to  deep  there  ;---and  if 
they  are  feized  with  any  diibrder,  they  fhould 
be  immediately  removed  on  board  their  veflel. 
Many  inftances  of  great  mortality  have  hap- 
pened from  laying  in  w^ood  and  water  in  thefe 
climes  ;  and  (hips  have  been  often  obliged  to 
haften  from  an  unhealthful  coaft,  and  put  to 
fea,  with  fcanty  allowance,  without  people  in 
health  fufficient  to  do  their  duty. 

The  afpect  of  an  houfe  may  be  towards  any 
other  quarter  than  the  Weft  ;  but  this  will 
depend  on  fituation,  in  fome  meafure,  and  the 
conftruction  of  the  building.  For  if  it  have 
only  a  fmgle  roof,  in  a  long  narrowr  range  from 
North  to  South,  and  that  the  front  be  to  the 
Eaft,  the  fun  will  bear  all  his  force  on  itslargeft 
furface  from  fix  to  eight  in  the  morning  ;  and, 
for  the  fame  reafon,  on  the  Weft  fide,  from  four 

*   Lib.  II.  cap.  15, 
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to  fix  in  the  evening  :  and  render  it  exceftively 
hot.  If  it  range  from  Eaft  to  Weft,  the  morn- 
ing and  evening  fun  will  have  lefs  furface  to  act 
on,  and  the  building  muft  neceffariiy  be  cooler  ; 
as  the  meridional  iun  a£ts  nearly  the  fame  on 
the  roof,  let  it  be  placed  how  it  may.  But  the 
Eaft.  ihould  not  be  excluded  on  account  of  the 
freeze,  and  the  after;,  on  (hade  and  coolnefs  ; 
then,  if  the  building  be  fingle,  a  North  front, 
with  Window^,  piazzo,  and  balcony  to  the  Eaft 
and  South,  has  the  advantage.  But  if  the 
building  he  large  and  double,  an  Eaft  front  is 
on  the  whole  the  beft  plan  for  an  houfe  in  the 
Weft- Indies. 

Thefe  obfervations  are  equally  applicable, 
whether  the  building  be  intended  for  a  dwell- 
ing-houfe,  or  barracks  for  foldiers,  or  an 
hofpital  :  and  what  Bacon  fays  of  houfes 
in  England,  is  pertinent  to  the  fame  fubje£t 
in  the  Weft-Indies.---"  It  were  good  for  men 
**  to  thii}k  of  having  healthful  air  in  their 
"  houfes  ;  which  will  never  be  if  the  rooms  be 
"  low-roofed,  or  full  of  windows  and  doors  :  for 
"  the  one  maketh  the  air  clofe,  and  not  frelh, 
<6  and  the  other  maketh  it  exceedingly  unequal, 
*'  which  is  a  great  enemy  to  health  *ff| 

*  Cent.  10.  exp.  937. 

The 
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The  dread  of  earthquakes,  together  with  the 
consideration  of  oeconomy,  in  the  Weft-Indies, 
induce  many  people   to  build  their  houfes  very 
flight,  and  chiefly  of  wood  ;  by  which  means 
they  are  iubjecl  to  extreme  heat  by  day,  and 
extreme  cold  by  night.     Large  rooms  to  keep 
the  rays  of  the  fun  at  a  diftance,  and   thick 
(tone,  or  brick   walls,  to    prevent   their    per- 
vading, conftitute  the  only  requifites  for  a  cool, 
healthful,  and  pleafant  houfe  in  hot  climates  : 
for  in  rooms  thus  conftrucled,  a  great  volume 
of  air  is  cooled  and  condenfed,  that  cools  and 
temperates  the  external  hot  air,  which  is  ad- 
mitted for  its  renovation. ---Such  are  the  public 
buildings,    hofpitals,    and    houfes    in    Italy*; 
from  the  amplitude  of  which,  the  inhabitants 
of  Rome  and  other  places,  befides  qualifying 
the  parching  heat  in  fummer,  ihut  out  the  Si- 
rocco and  other  unwholefome  winds,  and  often 
fecure  themfelves  againft  the   reigning  epide- 
mic ;  and   againft  heavinefs  of  the  head,  ca- 
tarrhs, and  inflammations  of  the  eyes,  difeafes 
which  affli6l  particular  towns  and  fituations, 
when  moift  fouthern  winds  prevail. 

*  On  an  hot  day  in  fummer,  the  thermometer  will  be  at 
62°  in  St.  Paul's  church,  when  it  is  at  70"  in  any  common 
houfed,  75°  on  the  fhady  fide  of  a  ftreet,  and  8o°in  the  fun, 

E  4  That 
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That  mountainous  fituations  are  very  health- 
ful in  the  Weft-Indies,  we  have  many  proofs*; 
and  that  people  who  have  been  ill  in  the  low- 
lands, foon  recover  their  health  in  the  moun- 
tains, and  avoid  the  trouble  and  expence  of 
coming  to  Europe. 

At  Mr.  H:nton  Ea/i's  mountain,  above  the 
banks  of  Hope  River,  in  Jamaica,  the  tempe- 
rature of  the  air  being  at  about  75°  is  moderate 
and  agreeable.     In  a  garden  there,  belonging 
to  this  worthy  gentleman,  there  are  a  multi- 
tude of  European  productions  in  their  native 
beauty.     There  are  alfo  the  Mango,  Mangojlan, 
Jack  tree,   Camp  hire  tree,  Gum  Arabic  tree,  and 
feveral  of  the  fpices  of  India  ;  among  which, 
the  Cinnamon  tree  flourilhes  in  the  higheft  per- 
fection :  two  plants  of  which,  each   about  fix 
inches  long,  were  brought  to  the  ifland  in  June, 
1 782,  in  a  French  vellel  bound  from  the  ifles  of 
France  and  Bourbon  to  Hifpaniola,  but  taken  and 
made  a  prize  of  by  the  Flora,  an  Englifh  frigate. 
Thefe  plants,  with  fome  others,  were  intended 
for   the   Governor  of  Hifpaniola.    This  is  the 
introduction  of  that  valuable  tree  at  Jamaica, 
which  fuits  fo  well  with  its  growth,  that  the  two 
original  plants bloflbmed,  Mr.  Eaji  informed  me, 
and  bore  feeds  in  1785,  from  which  he  has  pro- 
duced 
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duced  many  others:  and  it  is  probable,  that 
the  birds,  which  have  every  year  robbed  his 
trees  of  a  confidcrable  quantity  of  feeds,  will 
plant  man\  more  in  the  woods,  and  that  Cin- 
namon trees  will  be  found  growing  wild  there, 
and  give  rife  hereafter  to  doubts  concerning 
their  origin. 

If  people,  when  they  retire  to  thefe  moun- 
tains for  health,  could  leave  their  cares  behind, 
and  avoid  the  importunity  of  bufmefs,  which 
is  very  difficult  from  the  proximity  of  their 
homes,  there  would  be  lefs  occafion  for  Euro- 
pean vo]  ages  than  is  generally  believed.  But 
they  are  too  near  the  interesting  fcene  which 
perhaps  disturbed  their  health,  unlefs  they  can 
refolutely  determine  to  have  no  communication 
with  their  counting-houfes  and  plantations : 
for  in  reality,  coming  to  Europe,  to  the  gene- 
rality of  people,  and  where  a  lea-voyage  is  not 
abfolutely  neceflary,  is  only  cutting  off  the 
communication  with  care  and  anxiety,  and 
giving  the  mind  that  relaxation  which  is  necef- 
lary for  the  reftoration  of  health. 

Some  of  the  mountains  at  the  back  of  King- 

Jlon   in  Jamaica,  and  in  many  other  parts   of 

the  ifland,  are  remarkably  healthful.     At  Cold 

Spring  Mountain,  which   is   computed   to   be 

about 
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about  1400  yards  above  the  level  of  the  fear 
the  thermometer  is  fometimes  much  below  60% 
though  the  diflance  is  not  more  than  two  hours 
ride  from  Kingfton*,  where  it  is  on  a  medium 
at  830  of  Fahrenheit *s,  or  22°!  of  Reaumur's 
fcale. 

The  Maroon  Negroes,  who  live  in  the  dif-» 
ferent  mountains  in  that  ifland,  are  a£tive, 
enterprifing,  and  hardy.  But  as  thofe  moun- 
tains are  very  fertile,  and  all  the  neceffaries  of 
life  procured  with  eafe,  their  wants  are  fup- 
plied  without  trouble,  and  they  are  equally 
flrangers  to  affluence  as  to  induftry. 

The  inhabitants  who  cultivate  the  Coffee, 
and  Provifion  Mountains  in  Liguanea,  when 
they  defcend  to  the  plains,  have  the  looks  of 
newly-arrived  Europeans, 

The  troops  that  are  ftationed  in  the  ifland 
jfhould  have  barracks  in  thefe  cool  mountains, 
where  they  might  ufe  exercife,  keep  their 
health,  and  live  well  by  cultivating  provifion 
gardens  for  themfelves,  as  land  is  cheap  ;  in- 
ftead  of  being  placed  in  the  hot  lowland 
towns,  where  they  can  neither  be  made  good 

*  Kingilon  is  w  N.  lat.  180  15'.  W,  long.  760  38'. 

foldier§ 
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foldiers  nor  good  citizens,  and  where  they  rot 
and  pcriin  from  difeafes  brought  on  by  excef- 
five  heat,  indolence,  drunkennefs,  and  de- 
bauchery. 

The  fame  caufe,  in  the  years  1781,  1782, 
and  1783,  made  inch  havoc  among  the  French 
and  Spaniih  troops  at  the  Cape  in  Hifpaniola, 
that  they  were  obliged  to  be  difperfed  about  in 
the  country,  or  elfe  it  is  thought  that  very  few 
of  them  would  have  been  fit  for  fervice,  or 
ever  have  returned  to  Europe,  The  French 
government,  I  have  been  informed,  has  fince 
had  it  in  contemplation  to  erect  barracks  and 
hoipitals  for  their  troops  in  the  cparter  of 
Do;:  Jon,  a  mountainous  fituation,  eight  leagues 
from  the  Cafe,  and  to  remove  the  garrifon 
there,  or  at  ieait  to  make  it  a  retreat  for  con- 
valefcents. 

I  have  had  many  opportunities  of  knowing 
the  necefiity  for  fome  regulation  of  this  fort 
in  Jamaica  ;  but  it  fhould  be  performed  in  time 
of  peace,  for  in  war  there  is  nothing  but  con- 
fufion.  The  good  effects  that  would  refult 
from  it  may  be  judged  of  already,  by  the 
health  of  the  troops  that  are  quartered  at 
Sto/iev-H;//  barracks.. 

In 
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In  time  of  peace,'  the  hot  lowland  and  fea- 
coaft  ports,  require  no  defence.  It  is  then  that 
health  alone  ilioukl  be  confidcred  ;  and  if  the 
cool  mountains  are  the  only  places  where  it 
can  be  preferved,  there  is  no  reafon  to  facrifice 
men,  at  that  time  at  leaft,  in  Jamaica. 

In  time  of  war  it  is  otherwife  ;  the  frontier 
fortrefles  muft    be   orarrifoned.     But  then   the 

o 

troops  fhould  be  firft  ieafoned  in  the  moun- 
tains, and  be  brought  down  to  the  plains,  when, 
by  being  gradually  inured,  they  are  better  able 
to  bear  duties  in  the  fe verity  of  the  heat. 

This  reflection,  I  know,  extends  only  to  the 
ifland  of  Jamaica  ;  for  the  other  Engliih  co- 
lonies have  not  the  advantage  of  fuch  lofty, 
ipacious,  abundantly  watered  mountains,  as 
variegate  and  fertilize  that  ifland. ---For  which 
reafon,  the  troops,  intended  for  their  garrifons 
in  time  of  peace,  or  for  their  defence  in  war, 
or  to  carry  on  any  expedition  againft  an  enemy 
in  that  part  of  the  world,  fhould  be  firft  fent 
to  the  healthful  Bermudan  Iflands,  and  remain- 
there  for  feveral  months,  or  for  a  year,  if  pof- 
fible,  to  acquire  a  proper  feafoning  for  tropical 
operations  ;  from  whence  they  might  be  tranf- 
ported  to  almoft  any  part  of  the  Weft-Indies, 
in  a  week  or  ten  days  *. 

*  The  Bermudas  are  in  N.  lat.  320,  and  in  W.  long.  65°. 

I  am 
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I  am  fenfible,  that  reformations  arc  often 
eafilv  planned  on  paper,  that  are  very  difficult 
in  the  execution. — The  obftacle  to  iurmount 
in  thefe  fuggeftions  is,  the  want  of  fufficicnt 
barracks  at  the  Bermudas,  and  in  the  moun- 
tains of  Jamaica,  for  the  accommodation  and 
feafoning  of  troops.  But  this  difficulty  is  eafily 
remedied. — Then  fuccefsful  enterpriie  might 
be  looked  for  in  war,  and  the  fecurity  of  our 
poffeflions  would  be  infured, — and  then,  in- 
deed, the  end  and  utility  of  troops,  in  the 
Weft- Indies,  might  bear  fome  proportion  to 
the  expence  ;  and  the  good  fenfe  which  ought 
to  diftinguifh  government,  would  be  turned  to 
an  object,  not  lefs  interefting  to  found  policy, 
than  to  ceconomy  and  humanity, — for  at  pre- 
fent  the  troops  are  fent  thither  only  to  be  bu- 
ried :  and  let  it  be  remembered,  that  this  mode 
of  interring  a  foldier,  is  more  coftly  to  his 
country,  than  a  fepulchre  at  home  would  be, 
adorned  with  a  monument  of  marble. 

It  is  not  fimply,  to  heat  alone,  except  when 
people  are  openly  expofed  to  the  aclion  of 
the  rays  of  the  fun,  that  difeafes  in  general 
owe  their  origin  in  thefe  climes;  and  even  then, 
the  Icius  Solis,  or  Coup  de  Sole//,  though  pro- 
ductive of  dangerous  fevers,  has  feldom  been 

known 
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known  to  kill  any  perfon  fuddenly  :  which  has 
been  the  cafe  in  Philadelphia,  and  many  other 
parts  of  North  America*.  I  have  felt  equal 
inconvenience  from  heat  at  Venice,  Naples,  Rome, 
Montpellier,  and  alfo  in  Virginia  if  ;  and  experi- 
ments have  fhewn,  that  the  human  frame  can 
bear  far  greater  degrees  of  heat  than  any  cli- 
mate produces,  without  injury  :  and  that  cold 
alone  can  be  fuftained  without  deftroying  life, 
even  when  fome  of  its  functions  have  been 
fufpended  for  a  confiderable  time. 

But  it  is  the  tranfitions  from  one  to  the 
other,  which  are  fo  annoying  to  human  na- 
ture.   It  is  thefe  tranfitions  between  the  tropics, 

*  I  faw  a  man  lately  at  Strajbourgh,  who  has  been  infane 
for  more  than  a  year,  in  confequence  of  an  lttm  Soli*.  The 
fatal  efTa&s  of  being  expofed  to  the  folar  rays,  have  been  ex- 
perienced in  various  countries.  In  England,  in  the  year 
1707,  on  the  8th  of  July,  many  people  at  work,  and  many 
horfes  and  oxen,  were  killed  in  the  fields  by  the  fun's  rays  ; 
and  at  Pekin,  in  the  year  1743,  between  the  14th  and  25th 
of  July,  eleven  thoufand  people  periihed  in  the  ftreets,  fiom 
the  fame  caufe. 

f  Toaldo  fays,  the  heat  of  the  fun  was  fo  great  at  Mont- 
pelliery  on  the  30th  of  July,  1705,  that  eggs,  expofed  to  its 
action,  were  hardened  as  if  they  had  been  boiled.  Chalmers, 
in  his  Account  of  the  [Weather  and  Dif cafes  of  S:utb  Carolina, 
p.  17.  favs,  at  South  Carolina,  he  has  fcen  "  a  beef- (leak  laid 
*'  on  a  cannon,  expofed  to  the  fun  for  twenty  minutes, 
i(  deprived  of  its  juices,  and  to  be  over-d#ne." 

fmall 
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fmall  as  they  are,  out  of  the  fun,  that  give  rife 
to  thofe  difeafes  which  are  fo  fatal  to  unfeafoned 
Europeans  ;  becaufe  their  fibres  and  fluids  are 
not  qualified  to  fufter  the  diurnal  revolutions  in. 
the  frame,  from  the  various  impreflions  of  the 
atmofphere,  as  condenfed,  or  rarefied,  by  the 
abfence  or  prefence  of  the  fun  :  as  brought 
from  the  fea  by  day,  or  loaded  with  damp  and 
frigorific  particles  from  the  land  by  night. 

Befides,  living  in  an  hot  fleam  as  it  were, 
their  bodies  are  filled  with  it ;  and  the  turgid- 
nefs  and  firmnefs  of  the  capillary  velfels  of 
newly-arrived  Europeans,  require  fome  time 
to  render  them  fufficiently  pervious  to  let  out 
the  inflamed  and  rarefied  parts  of  their  rich 
blood  by  the  pores,  fafh  enough  to  cool  it  and 
bring  it  down  to  a  flate  fuitable  to  the  climate, 
for  the  purpofes  of  the  well-being  of  the  body  : 
from  which  they  are  fubje6t  to  inflammatory 
difeafes  of  the  moft  violent  kind,  upon  the 
flighted  check  to  perfpiration. 

To  fupply  the  furface  of  the  body  with 
energy  to  carry  on  the  important  office  of  per- 
fpiration, nature  has  eftablifhed  a  greater  cir- 
culation towards  the  fkin,  in  hot  climates,  than 
is  neceflary  in  cold  climates. 

Thufr 
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Thus  the  internal  parts  of  people,  who  have 
lived  long  in  hot  climates,  are  drained,  and 
lofe  much  of  their  natural  heat  and  fufcepti- 
bility.  They  naufeate  infipid  things,  and  can 
bear  the  greateft  internal  ftimulus  without  in- 
conveniency.  Hence  arifes  the  ftrong  defire  for 
falted  meats,  and  alfo  for  peppers  and  fpices, 
with  which  nature  has  bountifully  fupplied 
thefe  climes. 

From  the  great  relaxation  and  debility  of 
the  nervous  fyftem  in  tropical  climates,  the 
mod  trivial  change  of  the  air,  which  makes 
but  a  fmall  variation  on  the  thermometer,  is 
productive  of  fuch  a  fenfation  of  cold,  or  heat, 
as  is  no  more  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  ope- 
ration of  thofe  powers  on  the  thermometer, 
than  the  influence  of  the  moon  :  and  there  is 
not  vigour  enough  in  the  extreme  fibres  and 
veflels,  to  refift  and  overcome  the  fmaileft  op- 
preffion  of  their  funftionsi  If  the  heat  of 
the  air  fhould  fink  to  7 2°,  and  remain  ftationary 
for  a  day,  in  places  where  the  medium  is  8o°,  it 
produces  an  aguilli  or  chilly  fenfation,  that  is 
hardly  to  be  defcribed.  In  the  habitable  moun- 
tains, where  the  air  is  fcarcely  ever  fo  cool  as 
what  is  called  temperate  in  Europe,  people 
who  go  there  fuddenly  from  the  lowlands,  find 

the 
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the  coldnefs  at  firft  hardly  iiipportable  ;  and 
that  intolerable  coldnefs  which  is  felt  on  the 
fummit  of  the  Blue  Mountains  (the  higheit 
land  in  Jamaica,  about  2400  yards  above  the 
level  of  the  fea,)  is  but  the  effect  of  the  fud- 
dennefs  of  the  change  from  the  fcorching  heat 
below  :  for  the  thermometer  has  never  been 
known  to  be  lower  there  than  420,  and  that 
even  at  night,  during  a  North  wind,  in  the 
month  of  February. 

The  leaft  change  in  the  wind  alfo  to  the 
Weft,  or  South,  from  the  Eaftern  points, 
whence,  by  its  conftantly  blowing,  the  body 
becomes  naturalized  to  it,  though  there  fhall 
be  no  difference  found  by  the  thermometer, 
whatever,  is  inftantly  felt,  with  languid,  heavy* 
and  feverifh  impreffions  ;  fimilar  to  thofe  pro- 
duced by  the  Sirocco  wind  in  Italy. 

In  this  ftate  of  body,  heat,  which  has  de- 
ftroyed  the  tone  of  the  nerves,  and  graduated 
the  fluids  to  its  own  ftandard,  is  neceiTary  for 
exiftence  ;  but  it  muft  be  uniform  :  and  one 
of  the  reafons  that  the  rains  are  fo  fatal  be- 
tween the  tropics  is,  that  they  increafe  both 
the  heat  of  the  dav,  and  the  coldnefs  of  the 
night,  and  make  more  variety  in  the  atmo- 
fphere  then,  than  there  is  at  any  ether  time. 

F  Heat 
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Heat  and  moifture,  uninterrupted,  are  not 
the  caufe  of  fo  much  mifchief  as  is  attributed 
to  them;  for  they  carry  a  powerful  remedy 
with  them,  which  is  perforation.  The  mif- 
chief they  produce  is,  that  they  difpofe  the 
body  to  the  flighted  impreffions  from  cold  ; 
and,  however  paradoxical  it  may  appear,  cold 
is  the  caufe  of  almoft  all  the  difeafes  in  hot 
climates,  to  which  climate  alone  is  acceflary. 

It  is  true,  that  the  thermometer  has  fhewn 
much  higher  degrees  of  heat  in  the  fhade, 
without  the  tropics,  and  that  there  are  greater 
tranfitions  from  heat  to  cold  on  certain  days 
in  many  countries,  and  particularly  on  the 
continent  of  North  America,  than  ever  hap- 
pened between  the  tropics. — In  Rome,  on  the 
3d  of  06tober,  1787,  the  thermometer,  at  fix 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  was  at  75%  in  my 
chamber  window;  and  on  the  following  morn- 
ing, at  the  fame  hour,  and  in  the  fame  place* 
it  was  down  at  $$°.  This  difference  was  oc- 
cafioned  by  a  torrent  of  rain  which  fell,  for 
there  was  no  change  in  the  wind  ;  that  being 
on  both  days  from  the  South.  Such  tranfitions 
never  happen  between  the  tropics* 


in 
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In  America,  though  natural  tranlitions  are 
prejudicial,  yet  the  Indians  find  artificial  tran- 
sitions othcrwife.  Their  remedy  for  a  cold, 
fever,  ague,  or  rheumatifm,  is  to  fweat  them- 
felves  feverely  in  their  lweating  ftoves,  or 
ovens,  for  fome  time,  and  then  to  plunge, 
while  lweating,  immediately  into  a.  river,  or 
cold  water,  even  in  the  depth  of  winter.  This 
is  alfo  a  practice  in  Fin/and  and  Ruffia.  The 
Indians,  in  hotter  climates,  bury  themlelves  in 
the  hot  fand  to  fweat  themfelves,  and  then 
plunge  into  cold  water, 

When  I  was  at  Laufdnne,  in  1786,  the  candid 
and  liberal  Tissot  told  me,  that  the  tranfitions 
from  heat  to  cold  are  there  fometimes  fo  great, 
by  fudden  changes  of  the  wind  from  Mont  Jura9 
that  invalids,  and  convalefcents,  feel  considera- 
ble ill  effecls  from  them  :  and  that  in  pulmonic 
diforders,  thofe  changes  have  produced  th$ 
mod  dangerous  confequences. 

An  eaftern  wind  in  England  is  perceived 
by  invalids  in  their  very  beds.  Sudden  changes 
and  tranfitions,  in  every  climate,  are  prejudicial 
to  the  human  frame.  In  temperate  climates, 
their  influence  is  exerted  chiefly  on  the  weak, 
the  relaxed,  and  the  aged. — In  hot  climates, 

F  2  every 
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every  perfon  is  weak  and  relaxed  ;  and  infirmi- 
ties, that  are  unknown  in  temperate  regions 
where  the  varied  feafons  corre6t  each  other, 
until  long  life  has  exhaufted  the  vital  flame,  here 
make  their  unwelcome  vifits  to  people  of  every 
age. 

An  hot  and  moift  Sirocco  wind,  immediately 
fucceeding  a  cold  dry  ctramontana,  in  fome  fitua- 
tions  in  Italy  ;  and  the  cold  lharp  Mijlrau,  and 
B/fe*,  in  many  parts  of  the  South  of  France, 
and  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Alps,  have, 
to  my  knowledge,  deftroyed  feveral,  and  in- 
jured a  multitude  of  debilitated  people,  who 
have  been  injudicioufly  placed,  or  careleffly 
expofed,  when  fent  thither  from  other  parts  of 
Europe  for  their  health. 


The  though tlefs  cuftom  in  England,  of  fend- 
ing people  in  the  latter  ftages  of  difeafes  to 
thofe  countries,  from  their  friends  and  fami- 
lies, annually  receives  the  tribute  of  many  lives, 
from  thefe  and  fimilar  caufes.  Towns  in  warm 
fituations,  within  the  reach  of  winds  from  the 
Alps,  and  other  gelid  mountains,  at  fome  fea- 
fons of  the  year,  are  alfo  graves  to  people  who 

*  A  Sirocco  is  a  S.E.  by  S.  wind  ;  a  Tramontana  a  N.N.E. 
wind  ;  a  Mijlrau^  or  Miftral,  as  it  is  called  in  Provence,  is  the 
Italian  Vmto  Maylro,  or  N.  W.  wind  >  a  Bife  is  a  N.E.  wind. 

go 
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go  to  them  in  decays  of  the  lungs.  For  fuch 
fcrophulous  and  confumptive  diforders  as  are 
endemics  of  our  atmofphere,  lea  voyages  (hould 
be  made,  or  fmall  iflands,  remote  from  conti- 
nents, reforted  to,  where  the  air,  purely  ma- 
rine, is  unclogged  with  vapours  from  the  land, 
and  where  the  climate  is  not  only  warm,  but 
uniform  ;  fuch  as  Madeira  *  :  or  others  in  ftill 
warmer  latitudes,  which  I  have  fometimes 
known,  when  the  difeafe  had  not  too  far  ad- 
vanced, to  anfwer  better. 

Change  of  climate  is  undoubtedly  neceffary 
in  all  chronical  difeafes  of  the  lungs  ;  but  there 
are  few  other  difeafes  that  originate  in  Eng- 
land, in  which  the  climate  of  England,  of 
which  there  is  great  variety -J- ,  according  to 
local  circumftances,  with  change  of  place, 
and  horfe-back  exercife,  is  not  equal  to  any 
other.  Foreigners  have  an  erroneous  notion  of 
the  climate  of  England.  Perhaps  our  atmo- 
fphere is  not  mild  enough  for  the  tender  fibres 
of  weak  bodies  ;  and  for  broken  conftitutions 

*.  Funchal,  the  capital  of  Madeira,  is  in  N.  lat.  32°  33'. 
W.  long.  160. 

f  The  foftnefs  of  the  atmofphere,  in  general,  and  the 
mildnefs  of  the  feafons  frequently,  in  the  weflern  parts  of 
England,  particularly  at  h'enfance  in  Cornwall,  cannot  be 
conceived  by  thofe  who  have  refided  in  the  caitern  difhicte 
only. 

F  3  where 
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where  a  decompofition  of  the  frame  has  begiiii 
to  take  place. — But,  take  it  for  all  in  all,  the 
climate  of  England  is  the  beft  on  the  habitable 
globe. — For  by  what  comparifon  is  a  climate 
to  be  eftimated,  which  produces  fuch  a  race  of 
people  as  the  Englifti,  and  in  which  almoft 
ever/  fpecies  of  animal  arrives  to  the  utmoft 
perfection  ? 

The  Cceli  mutatio,  or  change  of  climate,  lb 
much  commended  by  Celsus,  and  the  beft  an- 
cient writers,  is  a  very  different  thing  from  fud- 
den  and  uncertain  tranfitions  in  the  fame  cli- 
mate; and  muft  ever  be  attended  with  the 
greateft  advantages,  in  all  diuturnal  diforders  : 
and  particularly  in  thofe  of  the  endemial  Rind, 
or  fuch  as  are  united  with  fome  conftitutional 
defe6l,  or  any  hereditary,  or  endemical  taint*. 
And  though  confumption  of  the  lungs,  the 
principal,  and  mod  deftruftiv'e  endemic  of 
England,  is  rarely  an  intratropical  primary 
difeafe,  yet  it  is  frequently  a  fecondary  and  con- 
fequential  one,  and  requires  the  fame  expatria- 
tion :  for  the  remedy  is  feated  in  the  air  which 
we  breathe,  and  that  furrounds  us,  and  is,  in 

*  I  have  often  kno\vn  inveterate  LuesVenerea^  particularly 
when  feated  in  glandular  parts,  that  could  not  be  fubdued  by 
medicine  in  England,  to  yield  to  the  climate  of  the  Weft- 
Indies  without  any  medicine  whatever. 

-toy 
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tny  opinion,  the  fame  in  every  part  of  the 
World. 

It  is  remarkable,  that  original  confumption, 
in  particular,  ihonld  fo  often  become  incurable 
by  reliance  on  regimen,  or  medicine,  when  it 
always  gives  fufficient  warning,  and  time,  for 
quitting  the  country,  whofe  atmofphere  was 
the  caufe  of  it.  Phyfic  will  certainly,  in  acute 
difeafes,  do  much  : — but  what  medicine  can 
change  the  nature  of  climate,  or  the  peculiar 
organization  of  a  body,  to  which  it  is  obnoxious? 

Reafon,  without  the   aid  of  medical  light, 

fuggefts,  that  the  remedy  for  an  endemic  of  a 

moift  atmofphere,  is   a   dry  one  ; — of  an  hot, 

a   cold  one  ; — of  a  light,   an  heavy  one  ;  of  an 

inland   fituation,    a    maritime  one  ;    and   the 

reverfe,    when    circumftances   are    revcrfed. — 

•But  the  change  muft  be  graduated  to  the  Coll- 
in O 

ftitution  ;  and  alfo  to  the  ftate  of  the  difeafe  : 
for,  when  that  is  far  advanced,  extremes  are 
fatal 

Celsus  recommends  a,  thick  air,  when  the 
difeafe  originated  in  a  thin  one  ;  for  which 
reafon  he  fent  the  confumptive  of  Italy,  to  the 
more  denfe  atmofphere  of  Alexandria  *  :  where 
the  Romans  chiefly  reforted  in  pulmonic  di£ 

*  Lib.  III.  cap.  22. 

F  4  ^afes. 


72  ON      THE     CLIMATE 

eafes.  But  Pliny,  in  one  place,  attributes  the 
principal  benefit  that  arofe  from  this  practice 
to  the  air  of  Egypt  being  impregnated  with 
terebinthinous  effluvia  from  the  pine  forefts  *  ; 
and  in  another  place,  to  the  length  of  the  fea- 
voyage  :  and  fays,  that  Anneus  Gallio,  ha- 
ving a  fpitting  of  blood,  went  thither  on  that 
account  f . 

Galen  advifes  cfabia,\^  as  a  refidence  for 
Roman  confumptive  people  : — the  air  of  which 
place,  befides  the  reftorative  quality  of  the 
milk  it  affords,  I  believe  to  be  an  admirable 
contrail  to  the  moid  heavy  air  of  Rome,  and 
the  Campania. 

After  extolling  the  milk  of  Tabice,  the  ex- 
cellence of  which,  he  fays,  arofe  from  the 
drynefs  of  the  air,  the  goodnefs  of  its  paftures, 
and  the  abundance  of  balfamic  and  healing 
herbs  that  grew  there  ;  which  herbs  alfo,  he 
fays,  imparted  a  falubrious  quality  to  the  air  ; 
he  proceeds  to  defcribe  the  advantages  of  its 
fituation.     He  fays,  "  It  is  moderately  high, 

*  Lib   XXIV.  cap.  6.  Hift.  Nat, 

+  Lih.  XXX I.  cap.  6.   Hiffc  Nat. 

1  This  place  at  prefent  is  called  Stabia  by  the  Italians ; 
it  is  a  little  village  not  far  from  Pomteia^  on  the  N.E.  iide  of 
the  bay  of  Naples. 

M  and 
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"  and  fomething  more  than  thirty  furlongs 
"  from  the  fea,  which  it  fronts  ;  and  is  firuated 
"  near  the  deep  part  of  the  bay,  between  Sur- 
"  rentum  and  Naples,  but  nearer  to  Surrentum. 
11  The  fide  of  the  hill  is  large,  extending  in 
"  length  to  the  fea,  not  intirely  to  the  fouth, 
"  but  a  little  inclining  to  the  weft  ;  and  is  de- 
"  fended  from  the  northern  and  eaftern  winds. 
"  It  is  near  Vefuvius ;  the  fires  of  which 
"  greatly  conduce  to  the  drynefsof  the  circum- 
M  ambient  air.  There  is  neither  ftagnant  wa- 
"  ter,  nor  marih,  nor  any  river  of  confequence 
"  in  its  neighbourhood.  Vefuvius  defends  it 
"  from  the  north  winds  ;  and  the  cinders,  and 
"  other  materials  which  are  emitted  with  its 
"  fires,  being  blown  thence  towards  the 
"  fea,  by  thofe  winds,  contribute  to  dry  the 
"  air*." 

After 

*  I  do  not  know  how  far  the  adjacent  country  to  Vefuvius 
might,  in  Galen's  time,  be  affected  by  it; — but  at  prefent, 
unlefs  at  the  time  of  a  great  eruption,  there  is  very  little  effect, 
to  be  perceived  in  the  air,  until  near  its  top  :  round  the  fum- 
mit  of  which,  there  is  a  thin  covering  of  flowers  of  fulphur,of 
a  deep  yellow,  and  in  fome  places  of  an  orange  colour,  pre- 
cipitated from  the  vapour  that  is  thrown  up  from  the  internal 
fires.  The  vapour  itfelffmells  ftrongly  fulphureous,  and  pro- 
duces a  fenfation  iimilar  to  the  evapoiation  of  fpirit  of  fait,  or 
aqua  fortis  :  it  is  fo  powerful,  that,  in  looking  down  into  the 
crater,  I  have  been  nearly  fuffocated.  Breathing  through  an 
handkerchief,  is  the  practice  of  the  Ciceroni  delta  montana  ;  and 

I  found 
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After  this  judicious  defcription,  that  great 
man,  foaring  above  the  narrow  limits  that  ter- 
minate the  views  of  common  minds,  fays, 
"  any  elevated  fituation,  in  any  other  tempe- 
"  rate  climate,  dry  as  this  is,  not  far  from  the 
"  fea,  neither  fo  near  as  to  be  expofed  to  the 
'"  violence  of  its  winds,  nor  fo  low  as  to  be 
xc  fubjeet  to  receive  the  vapours  of  any  low 
u  grounds,  not  fronting  the  north,  nor  yet  too 
"  much  expofed  to  the  meridian  fun,  may  pro- 
"  duce  the  fame  falutary  effects ;  but  for  the 

I  found  it  enabled  me  to  flay  longer  on  the  top  than  I  could 
otherwife  have  done.  My  watch-chain,  being  of  highly  po*- 
lifhed  fteel,  was  inftantly  turned  black  on  the  top  of  the 
mountain,  and  continued  afterwards  of  a  yellowifh,  ruily, 
bronze  colour.  The  thermometer,  at  Rtfina,  and  at  the  bafe  of 
Vefuvius,  was  730  ;  and  on  the  top  of  Vefuvius,  which  is 
nbout  131 2  yards  above  the  level  of  the  adjacent  fea,  it  was 
65°.     This  was  on  the  28th  of  September,   1787. 

The  moll  terrible  eruption  of  Vefuvius  happened  before 
Galen's  time,  in  the  year  79,  and  in  the  reign  of  Titus  ; 
when  the  cinders  were  ^carried  by  the  winds,  not  only  to 
Rome,  but  to  Africa  and  Egypt.  The  fifties  were  deilroyed 
by  the  heat  of  the  fea  in  the  bay  of  Naples  ;  the  birds  were 
fuffocated  in  the  air':  the  celebrated  and  ancient  towns  of 
Stab'ia  and  Hercu'aneum,  and  alfo  Pompeii,  while  the  people 
were  in  the  theatre,  were  covered  with  cinders.  It  was  at 
this  eruption  that  Pliny  the  hiftorian  lofl  his  life.  He  com- 
manded the  Roman  fleet  at  Mifenum ;  and  went  to  examine 
the  caufe  and  progrefs  of  the  conflagration  :  but,  by  approach- 
ing too  near,  he  was  fuffocated,  clofe  by  Hrrculanfum. 

"  improve- 
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u  improvement  of  the  milk,  and  meliorating 
*c  the  air,  the  grounds  ihould  be  planted  with 
u  falubrious  herbs  and  fruits  :  inch  as  Agroftis, 
"  Lotus,  Poly  gonon,  MehfiTophyllon,  Lentifcus, 
"Arbutus,  Rubus,  Hedera,  Cvtifus,"  &c.  *. 

Befides  maritime  fituations,  long  voyages, 
change  of  climate,  and  milk  diet,  the  ancients 
were  alio  felicitous  concerning  exercife,  gefta- 
tion,  and  motion,  in  confumptions ;  the  de- 
grees and  modes  of  which,  applicable  to  va- 
rious other  difeafes,  were  proportioned  to  the 
ftrength  of  the  patient  -j-. — But  thofe  err  ex- 
ceeding who  attribute  to  the  motion  of  fail- 
ing,  the  benefit  which  is  often  derived  in  dif- 
ferent difeafes,  from  fea-voyages,  and  which 
I  believe  depends  folely  upon  the  fea  air.  It 
is  from  the  "  aer  purus,"  in  the  "  navigatio 
'"  longa^:;"  the  "  vitae  inmaritraductio§  ;"  the 

t  Celsus,  Lib.  II.  cap.  15.  Lib.  III.  cap.  22.  Gale- 
nus  de  Sanitate  Tuenda,  et  variis  ali is  Locis.  Oribasiis, 
Med.  Collect.  Lib.  VI.  Celius  Aurelianus  de  Phtlri- 
fica  Pafiione,  Alexand.  Trallianus,  Lib.  X.  H.  Mer. 
curialis  de  Arte  Gymnaftica,  &c.  &c. 

J  Celsi's,  Lib.  II.  cap.  15.  Lib.  III.  cap.  22.  Lib.  IV. 
'cap.  4.  C-elius  Aurel.  de  Phthifica  Paffione,  Oribasius, 
Lib.  VI.  c.  13,     Plimus,  Hift.  Nat.  Lib.  XXXI.  c.  6. 

§  Aret^us  de  Curat.  Diuturn.  Morb.  Lib.  I.  c.  1. 

"  vita 
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"  vita  in  mari  a6la  * ;"  the  "  vita  in  mari  de^i*. 
"  tur  -f~,"  from  whence  the  benefit  arifes. 

The  motion  of  a  fhip  produces  no  other  effect 
than  ficknefs  ;  which,  as  Pliny  £  and  Oriba- 
sius  §  obferve,  is  inch  as  is  produced  by  Helle- 
bore. But  this  effect  is  generally  over  in  a  day 
or  two,  and  does  no  other  fervice  than  what 
arifes  from  agitating  the  body,  and  cleanfmg 
the  firft  paffages.  Sea-ficknefs,  like  any  other 
ficknefs  of  the  ftomach,  by  leffening  the  aftion 
of  the  heart  and  arteries,  at  firft  diminiihes 
he6lic  heat ;  but,  when  it  continues  long,  it 
produces  mifchiefs,  which  I  have  already  men- 
tioned [|. 

It  is  alfo  the  effect  of  very  fuperficial  obfer- 
vation,  to  affert  that  fea  air,  or  fea-fide  air, 
is  detrimental  in  pulmonic  difeafes  ; — or  that 
fea  air,  or  fea-fide  air  will  invariably  cure 
them  ; — or  not  to  know  that  fea  air,  and  fea- 
fide  air,  may  be  very  different  things, — the  lat- 
ter, often  vitiated  by  fituation  ;  and  by  winds, 
at  particular  feafons  of  the  year,  from  conti- 

*  A  RET  je  us  de  Curat.  Diuturn.  Morb    Lib.  II.  cap.  3. 

f  Ibid,  de  Curat.  Phthifis. 

J  Lib.  XXXI.  cap.  6. 

§  Lib.  VI.  cap.  23. 

ii  Vide  p.  16. 

guity 
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guity  to  other  countries,  and  from  parting  over 
marines,  and  other  unwfiolefome  places: — as 
at  Hieres,  near  Toulon ,  which  is,  at  fomc  fea- 
fons  of  the  year,  a  (ituation  favourable  to  weak 
bodies, — at  others,  pernicious. 

It  has  ever  been  the  practice  of  phyficians 
who  ftudied  nature,  to  remove  their  patients 
to  filiations,  oppofite  to  thofe,  in  which  their 
difeafes  originated  ; — from  land,  to  fea  ;— from 
fea,  to  land; — from  mountains,  to  valleys; — 
from  valleys,  to  mountains:  and  to  remedy 
local  difeafes,  by  local  contraries. 

Change  of  climate  has  often  caufed  a  great 
revolution  in  the  habit,  and  has  performed 
miracles  in  difeafes,  without  any  intrinfic  fupe- 
riority  in  the  air  of  the  fpot  reforted  to. 

Montpellier,  that  moft  falubrious  place,  to 
people  from  diftant  countries,  is  not  remarka- 
ble for  the  health,  or  beauty,  or  longevity  of 
its  native  inhabitants ;  and  has  been  often  af- 
flicted with  violent  epidemical  difeafes.  I  have 
obferved  at  Montpellier,  that  patients  coming 
there,  in  pulmonic  difeafes,  generally  benefit 
exceedingly  at  firft ;  and  as  generally  remain 
ftationary  afterwards.  Having  afcertained  this 
fact,  I  have  warned  thofe,  whom  I  have  ftnt 

-thither, 
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thither,  not  to  defpair,  if,  flattered  by  a  great 
change  for  the  better  at  firft,  they  fhould  after- 
wards find  their  complaints  at  a  ftand  ;  nor  to 
relinquish  the  hopes  of  recovering,  if  the  good 
effe£ts  of  that  climate,  after  a  time,  lhould 
begin  to  abate.  In  fuch  cafes  I  always  advife 
them  to  quit  Montpellier  for  a  while,  and  go  to 
Avignon,  or  to  Aix,  or  to  Marfeilles,  and  return 
after  a  little  abfence  to  Montpellier.  From  fuch 
little  changes,  and  moving  about  (for  neither 
the  fame  air,  food,  nor  medicine,  continues  to 
agree  long  with  confumptive  people),  I  have 
found  the  mod  falutary  confequences  *  : — efpe- 
cially  when  the  patient  has  been  able  to  vary 
his  fituation,  according  to  Sydenham's  advice, 
on  horfeback -j-. 

In  the  preceding  obfervations,  I  am  aware 
that  I  have  prefcribed  only  for  the  affluent : — • 
and  it  is  with  concern  I  fee,  and  have  often 

*  Peregrination  or  travelling,  is  ftrongly  recommended  by 
Celsus,  Lib.  IV.  cap.  4.  Zozimus,  Pliny  the  younger's 
freed- man,  was  cured  of  a  fpitting  of  blood  by  long  travelling 
in  Egypt,  to  which  place  his  humane  mafter  fent  him  from 
Rome.— Epift.  XIX.  Lib.  5. 

f  ^Etius  aud  Oribasius  had  a  different  opinion  of 
horfeback  exercife :  the  former,  Tetr.  I.  Serm.  3.  cap.  7, 
fays,  "  Pe&ori  peffimum  eft;5'  and  the  latter,  Med.  Colle&« 
Lib.  VI.  cap.  24.  fays,  "  Thoraci  infenfiffima  eft."— Horfe- 
back exercife  is,  doubtlefs,  improper,  while  pain,  or  inflam- 
mation, or  plethora  is  prefent. 

i  feen, 
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feen,  the  fate   of  the  indigent,  in  pulmonary 
confumption. — It  is  a  diieale  in  which  there  is 
no  remaining  upon  the   ipot,  where   it  origi- 
nates ;  and,  unlefs  taken  in  the  very  beginning, 
of   doubtful    cure,  under   all  the  advantages  I 
have  enumerated. — It  is  a   difeafe,  neither  of 
vice,  nor  intemperance ;  fometimes  of  accident : 
but,  in  general,  from  a  variance  between  the  or- 
ganization of  a  bodv,  and  the  climate  wherein 
it  is  placed. — Yet,  unlefs  there  lhall  be  fome  ex- 
treme  defect  in  the  formation  of  the  thorax, 
nature   has  not  denied  a  cure  ;  but  it  is  that 
hard   ordinance    which   profcribes  thofe   their 
native    countries,    who     never    offended    her 
]aWs  : — an  ordinance  that  has  no  confideration 
for  the  poor. — C&Iumfugere9  quod  fecit  malum, 

Difeafes  of  climate  muft  ever  remain  ;  but 
there  is  no  climate  in  which  fome  difeafes  are 
not  acquired  that  might  be  avoided  :  and  there 
is  no  climate  in  which  fo  much  care  and  cir- 
cumfpecT:ionare  required  to  fecurethe  body  from 
difeafes,  and  where  thev  are  fo  violent  and 
rapid,  as  that  which  is  the  fubject  of  the  pre- 
fent  confideration. 


The  ridiculous  notion  that  people  are  to  die 
of  putrid  difeafes  in  hot  climates,  unlefs  they 
keep  up  their  fpirits,  and  embalm  their  bodies, 

by 
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by  the  affiftance  of  an  additional  quantity  of 
wine,  ftrong  liquors,  and  living  well,  as  it  is  vul- 
garly called,  has  caufed  the  death  of  thoufands. 

Another  almoft  equally  pernicious  practice, 
from  the  fame  motion  of  putrefaction,  among 
new-comers,  is,  to  devour  great  quantities  of 
fruit,  and  to  drench  themfelves  with  acid 
drinks  ;  but  if  they  efcape  a  flux,  they  deftroy 
the  tone  of  the  ftomach,  and  are  foon  left 
without  either  appetite  or  digeftion. 

Some  people  heat  themfelves  by  too  much 
exertion,  or  by  violent  exercife  in  the  fun :  and, 
when  heated,  expofe  themfelves  to  get  haftily 
cooled.  Others  expofe  themfelves  to  rain  ;  or 
walk  in  wet  grafs  ;  or  fit  long  in  the  night  air  ■ 
thefe  are  caufes  of  great  mifchief. 

Feftivity,  the  refource  of  men,  and  dancing, 
the  refource  of  women,  are  cuftoms  much 
pra<5tifed  in  the  Weft-Indies  :  and  hofpitality, 
which  there  knows  no  bounds,  fometimes 
makes  her  kind  offices  and  amufements  dan- 
gerous to  her  friends.  New-comers  have  no 
bufinefs  at  feafts,  or  at  balls. 

There  is,  in  the  inhabitants  of  hot  climates, 
unlefs  prefent  ficknefs  has  an  abfolute  controul 

over 
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over  the  body,  a  promptitude  and  bias  to  plea-* 
hire,  and  an  alienation  from  ferious   thought 

and  deep  reflection.  The  brilliancy  of  the 
fkies,  and  the  levity  of  the  atmofphere,  em- 
pire to  influence  the  nerves  againft  philoiophy 
and  her  frigid  tenets,  and  forbid  their  practice 
among  the  children  of  the  fun. 

The  means  of  preventing  difeafes  in  hot  cli- 
mates, arc  founded  on  the  fame  principles  as 
the  means  of  preventing  them  in  every  other 
climate  are.  The  theme  has  been  much  worn 
by  divines,  philofophers,  and  phyficians* 

If  temperance  had  not  fo  many  powerful 
ndverfaries  to  contend  with,  in  the  numerous 
relatives  to  fenfuality,  every  perfon  would  be 
healthy.  The  young  would  be  fo  from  prefent, 
and  the  old  from  paft,  obfervance.  But  there 
feems  to  be  fuch  a  variety  of  claims  in  the 
body,  each  nerve  contending  for  its  portion  of 
pleafure,  that  reafon  is  often  loit  in  the  conflict, 
and  driven  from  her  throne  by  the  anarchy  of 
paffions. 


By  keeping  the  body  quiet,  and  cool  within, 
as  well  as  without,  the  fir  ft  object  of  feafoning 
in  hot  climates  will  be  attained  ;  which  is,  to 
moderate  the  action  of  the  folids,  and  to  dimi- 

G  nilh 
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nifli  the  volume  and  denfity  of  the  fluids.  ThuJ 
the  ferum  of  the  blood  is  neither  heated,  nor 
rendered  acrid  ;  lefs  third  is  excited,  and  alfo 
lefs  perfpir'ation  :  by  which  means  both  the 
rifque  and  the  danger  of  checking  perfpiratio% 
fuddenly  are  obviated. 

Living  in  an  houfe  with  lofty  and  fpacious 
rooms,    in   a   dry   fituation ;    keeping   within 
doors  as  much  as  polTible  during  the  middle 
of  the  day  ;  never  travelling  on  a  full  flo'mach, 
or  when  heated  with  wine  ;  avoiding  the  night 
air  in  general,  but  in  particular  after  travelling 
much,  or  having  been  much  expofed,  on  the 
fame  day  in  the  heat  of  the  fun  ;  never  fitting 
down,  or  remaining  in  a  current  of  air,  with  wet 
linen  on,  or  when  much  heated  ;  nor  fuffering 
the  body  to   cool  fuddenly*,  by  unbuttoning  or 
throwing  off  the  coat,  or  any  other  part  of  the 
drefs;  never  going  out  when  it  rains,  and  if  by 
accident  overtaken  in  it,  to  get  as  foon  as  poffible 
to  bed,  and  remain  there  an  hour  or  two,  firft 
putting  the  feet  in  warm  water,  and  drinking 
a  bafin  or  two  of  warm   tea ;  purfuing  fome 
amufement  in  vacant  hours  from  bufmefs,  that 
is  not  fatiguing,  and  that  does  not  agitate  the 
mind ;    going   to   bed-,    and   rifmg,    nt   early 
hours  ;  taking  much  reft,  for  that  is  necefTary  ; 
fleeping  as  coolly  as  poffible,  but  never  upon  a 
ground  floor  if  it  can  be  avoided;  ufmg  gentle 

ex- 
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^txercife  early  in  the  morning ;  drink ing  but  little 
wine,  and  that  Claret  or  Madeira,  but  no  fpiritu- 

ous  liquors,  nor  punch,  for  acids  are,  in  the  end, 
deftruclion  to  the  ftomach  ;  -eating  light  food 
of  eafy  digeftion,  roafted  in  preference  to  boiled, 
-and  of  whatever  fort  belt  agrees  with -the  fto- 
mach (for  thofe-countries  have  a  great  variety  of 
luxuries,  as  well  as  neced'aries  of  life)  ;  ufing 
but  little  butter  ;  vegetables  well  boiled  ;  fruit 
Sparingly  ;  tea  or  coffee  for  breakfaft  ;  avoid- 
ing fuppers  ;  with  now  and  then  taking  a  dofe 
of  falts,  and  making  that  day,  a  day  of  abfti- 
.nence,— are  the  beft  cautions,  and  preceptsfor 
health,  that  I  can  give. 

I  dare  not  recommend  cold  bathing;  it  is 
death  with  intemperance,  and  dangerous  where 
there  is  any  fault  in  the  vifcera.  It  is  a  luxury 
-denied  to  almoft  all  except  the  fober  and  ab- 
ftemious  females  ;  who  well  know  the  delight 
•.and  advantage  of  it.  Indiscriminate  bathin£ 
has  been  fatal  to  Several  men  whom  I  remem- 
ber, that  ufed  it,  to  add  pungency  to  the  ap- 
petite of  voluptuoufnefs.  People  muft  be  tern- 
perete  in  their  way  of  living,  and  free 
obftruclions  in  the  vifcera,  who  bathe.  Tr 
fore,  I  believe  it  will  not  accord-with  either  the 
habits,  or  Situations  of  manv. 

G  z  When 


84  ON      THE      CLIMATE 

•  When  I  recommend  drinking*  nothing  but 
water  in  hot  climates,  as  the  moft  certain 
infurance  of  health,  I  expecl  to  have  but  few 
difciples  to  embrace  my  doctrine,  efpecially 
among  thofe  that  have  moft  need  of  it ; — who 
are,  fuch  as  have  broken  down  their  conftitu- 
tions  by  intemperance  at  home.  Nor  will  it 
receive  much  fupport  from  the  crude  and  indi- 
gefted  notions  of  thofe,  who  think,  "  that  the 
"  moft  abftemious  and  temperate  perfons  often 
"  die  foon,  in  unhealthy  countries,  as  well  as  the 
"  irregular  and  debauched  *."  But  I  aver  from 
my  own  knowledge,  and  cuftom  for  feveral 
years,  as  well  as  from  the  cuftom  and  obferva- 
tions  of  many  other  people,  that  thofe  who 
drink  nothing  but  water,  01  make  it  their  prin- 
cipal drink,  are  but  little  affefted  by  the  cli- 
mate ;  and  can  undergo  the  greateft  fatigue 
without  inconvenience.  There  are  habits  of 
body  to  which  water-drinking  may  be  objec- 
tionable ;  but  that  can  fcarcely  ever  happen 
among  young  people,  and  thofe  of  a  plethoric^ 
or  of  an  inflammatory  tendency. 

Whatever    mode  of  living  may  be  proper 
after  people  have  lived  long  in  hot  climates, 

*  LiND'sEfiay  on  Difeafcs  incidental  to  Europeans  in  Hot 
Climates,  p.  8   edit.  3. 

and 
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and  when,  perhaps,  by  having  been  frequently 
diieaied,  the  inflammatory  diathefis  of  the  body 
is  pad,  while  it  remains  (as  it  will  with  iome 
people  for  many  years),  thofc  who  trie  water 
for  their  common  drink,  will  never  be  fubjeft 
to  troubleibme,  nor  dangerous  difeafes.  The 
greateft  inconvenience  I  know,  attending  water- 
drinkers  is,  that  their  appetite  is  generally  fo 
keen,  that  they  often  eat  more  than  they 
ought. — An  occafional  oppreflion  at  the  fto- 
mach  thus  created,  is  bed  relieved  by  three 
grains  of  Aloes,  or  a  few  grains  of  Rufus's  pill, 
where  thole  medicines  are  not  exceptionable, 
made  into  a  pill,  and  taken  at  bed-time. 

The  gratefulnefs  of  cool  liquors   in  hot  cli- 
mates, is  among  the  firft  fenfations  of  luxury, 
A  glafs  of  water,  or  wine,  that  has  been  much 
cooled,  produces  a  very  different  effect  on  the 
ftomach,  as  well  as  on    the   palate,  to   what 
either  does  in  an  equal  ftate  of  heat  with  the 
atmofphere.     A   late  difepvery  for  generating 
ice,  from  an   artificial   frigorinc  compofitiony 
will  be   of  great  benefit  in  tropical  countries  : 
as   there  is  no   place  fo   fituated,  where   this 
eompofition  will  nor  afford   as   much'  inftan- 
taneous  refrigeration  as  can  be  required,  either 
for  the  purpofe  of  medicine,  or  for  the  luxury  of 
if  he  table. — The  preparation  is  as  follows  . 

'  G  3  Take 
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Take  Oil  of  Vitriol,  and  Water,  of  each  an< 
equal  weight;  or  by  meafure  j,  and  4»5ths  of 
Water,  to  i  of  Oil  of  Vitriol.  Mix  thefe  to- 
gether, by  adding  the  Oil  by  degrees.  Let 
this  mixture*  which  will  be  very  hot,  fkand 
until  it  is  cold ;  and  after  it  has  beea  fo  for 
feveral  hours,  or  longer, — take  fourteen  ounces, 
of  it,  and  diflblve  in  it  fixteen  ounces  of  Glau- 
ber's fait  powdered;: — add  the  fait  by  degrees* 
and  ftir  it,  until  it  is  diflblved.  This  quantity 
will  ferve  to  cool  one  bottle  of  aay  liquor,  at  a 
time,  and  the  fame  proportion  is  to  be  obferved 
for  any  other  purpofe.  The  fait  muft  be  kept 
from  the  air,  before,  as  well  after,  it  is  pow- 
dered, that  is  intended  for  this  folution  : — 
for  when  it  has  acquired  that  white  appearance; 
which  Glauber's  fait  will  do  by  long  keeping* 
and  by  being  expofcd  to  the  air,  it  is  unfit  for 
this  procefs.  The  folution  of  the  fait  ihould 
be  made  in  a  thia  glafs  jar,  and  whatever  is 
intended  to  be  cooled  by  it,  is  to  be  put  into 
It,  in  another  thin  vefTel.  It  may  be  made  in  aa 
earthen  or  wooden  vefTel,  but  the  thicknefs  of 
thefe  veffels  diminishes  the  coldnefs  of  the  folu- 
tion. This  folution,  made  in  the  moft  accu- 
rate manner,  has  funk  the  thermometer  from 
62*  to  io°,  a  reduction  of  52  degrees.  When 
much  refrigeration,  or  congelation,  is  re- 
quired, it  is  neceflary  to  make  two  or  more 

foiutions, 
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folutions,  and  put  one  in  a  very  thin  tin,  or 
glafs  vefTel,  into  another.  But  in  a  common 
>v4y  of  making  it,  and  in  almoft  any  veflel,  it 
will  reduce  the  thermometer  forty  degrees,  and 
will  be  fome  hours  before  it  returns  to  the  heat 
of  the  ^tmofphere,  when  the  coldnefs  is  not 
taken  often,  by  the  refrigeration  of  bodies, 
immerfed  in  it.  But  the  greateft  degree  of 
£ oldnefs  is  at  the  firft  inftant  the  fait  is  dilTqlved. 

Though  there  is  abundance  of  excellent  wai- 
ter in  mod  of  the  Weft-Indian  iflands,  particu- 
larly in  Jamaica,  in  which  there  are  alfo  fprings 
of  powerfully  hot  fulphureous,  and  cold  chaly- 
beate waters  ;  vet  for  the  common  purpofes  of 
life,  it  is  an  article  of  too  much  confequence  to 
health,  not  to  merit  the  greateft  attention  in 
the  choice  of  it,  ii}  refpect  to  its  purerjefs  from 
pny  vegetable,  metallic,  or  faline  property ; 
and  its  tranfparency  and  levity,  from  nQt  being 
Spaded  with  terrene  matter. 

Mineral  and  brackifh  waters  may  eafiiy  bi 
ciiftinguiihed  by  the  tafte  :  and  water  that  is  fo 
fituated  as  to  receive  the  leaves  of  trees,  an$ 
vegetables,  unlefs  it  be  in  a  very  rapid  flr^m, 
jfhould  never  be  ufed, 

Q  4  to$* 
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Individuals  are  not  fo  likely  to  be  d'iftrefledV 
as  navies  and  armies ;  to  which  great  mifery 
has  often  arifen  on  this  account. 

Voyages  and  expeditions,  in  different  parts 
of  the  world,  are  full  of  recitals  of  this  fort. 

The  Engliih  troops,   during  the  fiege  of  the 
Havannah,  in  1762,  fuffered  greatly  from  bad 
water.     The  people,  during  the  fiege  of  Oiu 
mus,  in    1622,  according  to  Monoxe's  Jour- 
nal, were  terribly  afflicted  with  the  bloody  flux, 
from  drinking  brackilli  water.     The  Earl  of 
Cumberland  loft  fix  hundred  men    out  of  the 
thoufand  which  he  landed  at  Puerto  Rico,  in 
f  597,  by  the  fame  difeafe  ;  and  principally,  it 
is.faid,  from  the  fame  cauie  ;  between  the  6th 
of  June,  when  they   landed,  and  the  14th  of 
Auguft,  when  the  furvivors  departed  from  the 
ifland.     Port  Louis7  inthe-lfle  of  France,  has 
been  feveral  times  nearly  depopulated  by  the 
bloody  flux,  before  the  great  river  water  was 
brought  down  there ;  and  in  all  the  colonies, 
both  in  the  Eaft  and  Weft-Indies,  there  are 
towrns  which  fuflfer  great  inconvenience  from 
their  founders  not  having  duly  confidered  the 
importance  of  good  water,  before  they  began 
to  fix  their  habitations. 

Th< 
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The  Englifh  drink  more  wine  and  ipirits  than 
the  French  ;  the  French  more  than  the  Spani- 
ards ;  and.  we  calculate  the  mortality  of  each, 
by  this  rule.  The  Spaniards  live  to  great  ages 
in  the  plains  of  St.  Jacques,  Cotuy,  and  Bequff 
in  St.  Domingo  ;  partly  from  the  falubrity  of 
the  air,  but  chiefly  from  their  fobriety. 

Our  troops  in  the  Weft-Indies  are  killed  by 
drinking  new  raw  rum  ;  and  fo  are  the  lower 
order  of  mechanics,  and  white  people  on  the 
plantations,  ♦ 

The  confequence  of  drinking  rum  and  water, 
or  Grog,  as  it  is  called,  is,  that  habit  increaies 
the  defire  of  more  fpirit,  and  decreafes  its 
effects  ;  and  there  are  very  few  grog-drinkers 
who  long  furvive  the  practice  of  debauching 
with  it,  without  acquiring  the  odious  nuifance 
of  dram  drinkers  ftercoraceous  breath,  and 
downright  ftupidity  and  impotence. 

Rum  and  water  is  an  wholefome  beverage  ; 
and  when  taken  in  moderation,  and  made  very 
weak  of  rum,  it  is  perhaps,  for  laborious  peo- 
ple, the  beft  liquor  to  quench  their  third  with: 
for  rum  is  a  great  corrector  of  water,  and  pro- 
moter of  perfpiration.  But  the  excefs  of  the 
proportion  of  the   rum  to  the  water  fhould  be 

guarded 
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guarded  againft,  by  thofe  who  intend  to  pre-., 
ferve  their  health,  with  the  utmoft  watchful- 
nefs.  A  man  who  is  determined,  either  by- 
choice  ox  neceffity,  to  drink  rum  and  water, 
fhould  keep  a  jealous  eye  on  his  meafure ;  that 
once  violated,  his  palate  becomes  vitiated  :  and 
if  reafon  be  not  exerted  to  prevent,  it  will  fcl- 
dom  be  found  equal  to  the  taik  of  correfting 
$n  habit,  eftablifhed  on  the  ruins  of  fortitude. 

Soldiers  collect  their  rations  of  rum,  or  fell 
their  provifions  to  buy  it,  until  they  have  got  a 
fufficient  quantity  to  debauch  with.  If  they 
{Irani;  in  a  regular  manner,  and  well  dilute^ 
with  water,  the  quantity  of  rum  allowed  them, 
and  no  more,  and  that  of  good  quality,  it 
would  do  them  no  injury  :  but  this  is  not  the 
cafe,  nor  ever  can  be  in  the  Weft-Indies,  while 
they  are  quartered  in  towns. 

If  the  native  white  inhabitants  of  the  iflands 
were  not  inclined  to  temperance,  which  they 
are  in  an  eminent  degree,  the  drunkennefs  of 
the  flaves,  with  its  cadaverous  effefts  in  their 
afpe£ts,  and  the  fhocking  pollution  of  their 
manners,  would  render  the  vice  of  intoxica- 
tion fo  odious,  that  pride  would  revolt  at  a 
practice  fo  debafing  to  body  and  mind.  Here 
are   examples   that  would  have  deterred  the 
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Spajtan   youth,  without  any  trouble  to  their 
parents. 

The  Creole  women  feldom  drink  any  thing 
but  water.  This  they  carry  to  excels  ;  and 
many  of  them  require  winex  which  from  the 
want  of  habit  they  cannot  drink.  They  live* 
in  general,  as  long  as  the  inhabitants  of  Eu- 
rope ;  and  though  they  are  fubje£t  to  nervous, 
complaints,  they  are  feldom  fubje6t  to  fuch  a% 
are  dangerous :  and  to  inflammatory  difeafes, 
partial  ones  excepted,  fcarcely  ever. 

They  injure  their  nerves  by  not  taking  fuf- 
ftcient  exercife,  and  by  ufing  too  great  a  quan- 
tity of  acids,  faked  meats,  vegetables,  and 
fruits  ;  arid  this,  cyude  diet  makes  the  necefhty 
for  the  perniciaus  and  cuftomary  large  addition 
of  peppers. 

Acids,  in  every  climate,  create  coftivenefs, 
endanger  the  fweetnefs  of  the  breath,  and  are 
fatal  to  the  organs  of  digeftion.  It  is  to  this 
caufe,  principally,  that  I  attribute  the  infupera- 
ble  fournefs  in  the  ftomach,  the  coldnefs  of  the 
ikin,  and  partly  the  pallidnefs  of  the  com- 
plexion, of  the  inhabitants  of  hot  climates. 

The  natives  of  the  French  iflands  drink  fuch 
quantities  of  lemonade,  with  their  cold  acid, 

l  vegetable 
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vegetable  diet,  that  they  fometimes  are  fuddenly 
feized  with  a  total  lofs  of  appetite  and  digeftion, 
which  is  followed  by  an  imbecillity  of  the  whole 
body,  from  which  they  never  recover. 

Hillary  fays,  "  the  common  fweat,  even 
"  of  perfons  who  are  well,  when  tafted  in  the 
"  Weft-Indies,  is  fo  very  fait  and  acrid,  that 
"  it  taftes  like  the  fait  or  fpirit  of  hartfhorn 
"  mixed  with  water*."  I  cannot  fay  I  have 
often  found  this  remark  verified  ;  but,  gene- 
rally, on  the  contrary,  from  the  climate  being 
unfavourable  to  animalization,  the  fweat  has  a 
nearer  affinity  to  the  fpirit  of  vinegar.  All  the 
fluid  excretions,  in  habits  not  bilious,  are  im- 
pregnated with  an  acid  acrimony ;  and  the 
fweat  is  fo  powerfully  fo,  generally,  that  the 
rooms  of  fick  people  fmell  like  the  fleam  of 
acid  preparations  :  and  I  have  always  obferved, 
that  the  ufe  of  aromatic  fcents,  and  the  burn- 
ing of  fragrant  woods  and  herbs,  were  more 
refrefhing  to  the  patient,  and  cleanfmg  to  his 
chamber,  than  the  fprinkling  of  vinegar,  and 
the  ufe  of  acids. 

The  idea,  that  every  thing  in  hot  climates 
inclines  to  putrefaction,  by  the  alkalefcent 
difpofition  of  the  animal  juices,  while  life  re- 

*  Introdu&ion,  p.  §{ 
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amains,  appears  to  me  to  be  totally  void  of 
foundation.  If  bile  be  prone  to  alkalcfccncc, 
milk,  lymph,  and  chyle,  are  prone  to  acidity, — 
and  all  habits  are  not  bilious.  It  is  certain, 
that  putrid  fermentation  is  foon  excited  after 
death;  but  there  are  no  peftilential,  nor  con- 
tagious fevers,  at  leaft  in  the  iilands  :  either 
becaufe  the  air  is  impregnated  with  a  fubtile 
acidity  drawn  from  the  lea  in  thefe  iilands, 
which  accounts  for  many  phenomena  attri- 
buted to  moifture  only  *,  or  that  it  is  lb  rarefied 
as  to  prevent  that  aggregation  and  condenfa- 
tion  of  miafma,  by  which  it  cannot  acquire 
quantity,  or  force,  fufficient  to  inflict  difeafes, 
and  is  divided,  broken,  and  difperfe!d  through 
the  air,  in  impotent  folution. — Befides,  the 
atmofphere,  by  regular  winds,  is  in  conftant 
agitation,  and  there  are  no  calms  of  fufficient 
duration  to  make  any  malignant  exhalation 
ftatidnarv. 


*  Sicciflima  in  bis  locis  (Java)  anni  tempeftate  ferrum, 
cbalybs,  «s,  argcntum  denique,  citius  rabiginem  et  airuei- 
nem  contrahunt,  quam  in  Europa  pluviofo  ac  autumnaJi 
anni  tempore.  Bon  til's,   Dial.  Primus. 

Aer  in  America  adeo  efficax  rodendo,  ut  metal  I  a  fere  omnia 
coniimiat,  ut  de  aere  Bermudenfi  Britanni  teltantur. 

Boerhaav.  Ckem.  Torn.  L  de  Acre. 

Much 
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Much  has  been  faid  by  writers  concerning 
'malignant  and  putrid  fevers*  and  the  tendency 
of  all  fevers  to  putrefaction,  in  hot  climates. 
But  fuch  opinions  are  not  founded  on  practice, 
however  they  may  feem  to  agree  with  theory* 
The  great  endemic  there,  is  the  Nervous  Remit- 
tent Fev-er,  which  is  unattended  with  any  putrid 
fymptoms,  and  which  has  its  feat  in  the  ner- 
vous fyftem  ;  or,  as  I  have  often  thought,  in  the 
brain  itfelf.  I  fcarcely  remember  to  halve  fee& 
a  fever  accompanied  with  petechial,  or  purple 
fpots,  in  theo  Weft-Indies,  where  the  circula- 
tion had  not  been  forced  with  cordials  and  hot 
regimen  ;  and  it  is  very  uncommon  to  find  thfc 
parts  livid,  or  gangrenous,  where  blifters  have 
been  applied,  unlefs  when  the  patient  has  not 
been  properly  -evacuated  in  the  beginning  of 
his  difeafe  :  or  in  fome  grofs  habit,  where  the 
folids  and  fluids  were  previoufly  in  a  ftate  -of 
difeafe  and  corruption* 

Perhaps,  the  pofition,  that  fizy  blood,  and 
inflammatory  difeafes,  occur  oftener  than  other- 
wife,  in  hot  climates,  is  nearer  the  truth  ;  and 
are  the  general  produce  of  alt,  excepting  au- 
tumnal months  :  in  which  intermitteiits  reign, 
and  debility  chara&crifes  difeafes. 

Iiv 
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in  the  vicinity  of  Kingftoh  in  Jamaica,  in 
the  months  of  January,  February,  and  March, 
in  the  year  1779,  there  was  not  one  fhower 
of  rain ;  and  the  fea-breezes  were  violent. 
The  difeafe  prevalent,  was  rheumatifm.  Of 
the  many  hundreds  whom  I  bled,  during  thofe 
three  months,  and  the  following  one,  there 
was  not  one  perfon  of  either  fex,  or  of  any 
colour,  whofe  blood  was  Viot  fizy. 

In  all  hot  climates,  females  arrive  at  matu- 
rity earlier,  and  they  alfo  fooner  decay,  than 
in  cold  climates.  In  youth,  obftruclion  of  the 
menfes  is  more  frequent,  and  greater  inconve- 
niences follow  their  temporary  fuppreflion  here 
than  in  other  climates  ;  but  Iefs  inconveniency 
attends  the  final  ceflation  of  menftruation.  The 
Deflation  of  this  difcharge,  though  at  the  ad- 
vanced and  natural  time  of  life,-  in  every  cli- 
mate, caufes  a  revolution  in  the  habit  that  is 
attended  with  danger,  and  conftitutes  the  moft 
critical  period  of  a  woman's  life.  Bleeding,  in 
a  fmall  quantity,  a  few  days  before  the  accuf- 
tomed  time  of  the  return  of  this  evacuation, 
for  many  months,  after  the  firft  ceflation,  is  the 
only  general  remedy,  for  indifpofltions  occa- 
fioned  by  it,  which  can  be  advifed. 

Though 
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Though  females  do  arrive  at  early  maturity 
in  hot  climates,  there  are  none  of  thofe  won- 
derful inftances  of  early  pregnancy  in  the  Weft- 
Indies,  that  travellers  fpeak  of,  and  fuch  as 
are  faid  to  have  happened  in  other  parts  of  the 
world. 

Savonarola  fays,  he  faw  a  girl  pregnant  at 
nine  years  of  age  ;  Jacques  de  Forli,  one  of 
eight  years  old  ;  and  Despars,  in  his  comment 
on  Avicenna,  that  he  faw  a  girl  at  'Tournay^ 
who  at  the  age  of  nine  years  had  already  a 
child;  many  other  tales  of  this  fort  are  col- 
lected by  the  marvellous  Schenckius. 

After  fuch  extraordinary  events,  it  -cannot 
appear  improbable,  that  a  young  lady,  as  I 
was  informed,  at  Aix^  in  the  fouth  of  France, 
in  1 786,  was  then  pregnant  in  the  twelfth  year 
of  her  age. 

Such  inftances  as  even  this,  though  uncom- 
mon in  the  Weftern  world,  and  among  the 
ancient  Lacedemonians,  were  not  uncommon 
among  the  Athenians,  Thebans,  and  Romans. 
Policy,  which  has  converted  the  early  exercife 
of  the  natural  paffions   to  advantage  in  fome 


ftatcs,  has  made  it  difgraceful  in  others, 
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Hiftorv  furniihes  fome  inftances  of  remarka- 
ble  foecundity  in  extreme  age,  that  are  never 
to  be  met  with  in  the  Weft-Indies.  Pliny 
lays,  that  Cornelia,  of  the  family  of  the  Scipios, 
brought  forth  a  child  in  her  fixty-fecond  year, 
which  child  was.  afterwards  the  conful  Vo- 
luftus  Saturnius :  and  that  among  the  common 
people,  even  the  age  of  eighty-five  afforded 
fuch  prolific  examples  ?. 

However,  though  fuch  things  are  neither 
within  my  knowledge  nor  belief,  the  father 
Dutertre  fays,  a  favage  Carribbean  woman, 
of  eighty  years  of  age,  had  a  child  at  Guada- 
loupe :  and  he  mentions  an  inftance  of  another, 
who  was  fuppofed  to  be  upwards  of  an  hun- 
dred years  old,  that  became  pregnant,  "  par 
"  un  jeune  ganjon  Francois  -j-." 

Hot  climates  are  indeed  very  favourable  to 
geftation  and  parturition.  Difficult  labours  are 
not  common  ;  and  children  are  generally  born 
healthy  and  ftrong  ;  and  thrive  more  than  they 
do  intemperate  climates,  for  a  few  years,  and  are 
not  fubjecl  to  the  rickets,  nor  the  fcrophula  : 

«  Lib.  VII.  cap.  14, 
f  Tom.  II.  p.  380* 

H  after 
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after  which  they  generally  get  into  a  flaccidity 
of  mufcle,  and  acquire  a  palenefs  that  cha- 
raftarifes  their  future  complexion. 

Women  foon  recover  from  lying-in ;  and 
Indians  and  negroes  often  make  it  an  affair  of 
a  few  days,  and  fometimes  of  a  few  hours  only, 
and  then  purfue  their  occupation. 

If  climate  had  not  a  confiderable  fhare  in 
the  fuccefs  of  the  event,  a  remarkable  occur- 
rence happened  within  my  knowledge,  in  which 
ignorance  and  refolution  reduced  an  opera- 
tion, fuppoled  of  great  difficulty  and  danger, 
to  a  fuppofition  that  there  is  neither  difficulty 
nor  danger  attending  it :  at  leaf!  when  judici- 
ously performed. 

In  the  year  1769,  a  negro  woman  (belong- 
ing to  Mrs.  Bland,  a  midwife),  at  Mr.  Camp- 
bells grafs  plantation  at  the  Ferry,  between 
Kingston  and  Spanifh  'Town,  in  Jamaica,  being 
in  labour,  llie  performed  the  Cafarean  operation 
on  herfelf,  and  took  her  child  out  of  the  left 
fide  of  her  abdomen,  by  cutting  boldly  through 
into  the  uterus. 

She  performed  this  operation  with  a  but- 
cher's broken  knife,  about  two  inches  and  an 

half 
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half  long, — the  part  which  joined  to  the  handle. 
The  pofition  of  the  child  was  natural ;  (he  cut 
through  near  the  linea  alba,  on  her  left  fide, 
and  cut  into  the  child's  right  thigh,  which 
prefented  at  the  part,  about  three  lines  deep, 
and  two  inches  and  an  half  long.  The  child 
came  out  by  the  actions  of  his  own  ftruggling. 
A  negro  midwife  was  fent  for  to  her,  who  cut 
the  navel  cord,  and  freed  the  child,  and  re- 
turned the  part  of  the  navel  cord  adhering  to 
the  placenta,  and  a  confiderable  portion  of  the 
inteftincs  alfo,  into  the  abdomen,  which  had 
come  out  at  the  wound  with  the  child. 

The  furgeon  who  attended  the  plantation 
was  fent  for,  a  few  hours  after  the  accident 
happened  ;  and  judging,  from  the  fituation  in 
which  he  found  her,  that  fome  dirt  had  been 
put  into  the  wound,  by  the  old  midwife,  with 
the  inteftines,  he  cut  open  the  flitches  that  had 
been  made,  and  carefully  wailied  the  parts  clean, 
extracted  the  placenta  at  the  wound,  and  then 
Hitched  it  up  again. 

On  the  third  day  after  Hie  had  recovered 
from  her  funk  Hate  from  the  lofs  of  blood, 
which  was  confiderable,  a  fever  came  on, 
which  was  removed  by  cooling  medicines  :  ihe 
then  took  bark  for  ten  days.     The  wound  was 

H  2  fomented 
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fomented  and  dreffed  properly,  and  was  foon 
cured  ;  and  the  woman  was  well  in  fix  weeks 
time  from  the  accident,  and  able  to  go  to  her 
work.  ' 

The  child  died  on  the  fixth  day,  with  the 
Jaw-falling,  as  it  is  called  ;  but  came  into  the 
world  healthy  and  ftrong. 

The  woman  continued  perfectly  well,  men- 
ftruated  regularly,  and  was  with  child  again 
a  year  or  tw^o  afterwards. — She  attempted  the 
fame  operation  again,  but  was  watched  and 
prevented,  and  had  a  regular  and  proper  la- 
bour. She  had  borne  three  children  before 
this  affair,  all  with  natural  and  eafy  births. 
She  was  an  impatient  and  turbulent  woman,. 
whofe  violence  of  temper  was  the  only  caufe 
affigned  for  her  conduct*. 

It  is  not  uncommon,  neither  in  the  Weft- 
Indies  nor  in  Africa,  to  fee  white  children,  or 
white  negroes,  as  they  are  called,  from  black 
parents.  Mrs.  Jones,  in  Spanifh  Town,  in 
Jamaica,  had  a  boy,  whole  father  and  mother 
were  black,  that  was  perfectly  white,  with 
white  woolly  hair,  and  grey  eyes  ;  but  with 

*  1  wrote  what  relates  to  the  accident,  at  the  time  it  hap- 
pened.— It  has  already  been  publlfhecL 

lips. 
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lips,  nofe,  and  ihapc,  intirely  African.  The 
u  hire  colour  of  the  (kin  of  people  of  this  (bit 
is  not  like  the  fkin  of  European  white  people  ; 
but  much  whiter,  and  without  that  rednefs 
diftinguhhable  in  the  fkin  of  Europeans.  They 
are  generally  nyctalopian,  and  fhort-lived. — 
Another  caprice  of  nature  fometimes  produces 
piebald  children  from  negro  women.  The 
Reverend  Mr.  PenlingtenM  in  Jamaica,  had  a 
black  Woman  who  brought  forth  a  party- 
coloured  black  and  white  child. 

Pliny's  ftory  of  the  Proconnejian  (lave,  who 
having  had  carnal  knowledge  of  her  mafter, 
and  his  fteward,  on  the  fame  day,  and  became 
pregnant  by  both  of  them,  and  brought  forth 
two  children  refembling  their  refpective  fa- 
thers ;  nor  the  ftory  of  the  adulterefs,  men- 
tioned by  Aristotle,  are  neither  of  them  fo  cu- 
rious nor  fo  decifive  an  inftance  of  Eimcr/io-is, 
or  fuperfxtation,  as  one  that  happened  at 
Shortwood  eftate,  in  Liguanea  in  Jamaica, 
fome  years  ago.  A  negro  woman  brought 
forth  two  children  at  a  birth,  both  of  equal 
fize,  one  of  which  was  a  negro,  and  the  other 
a  mulatto.  On  being  interrogated  upon  the 
occafion  of  their  diffimilitude,  ihe  faid,  ihe 
perfectly  well  knew  the  caufe,  of  it ;  which 
was,  that  a  white  man,  belonging  to  the  eftate, 

II  3  came 
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came  into  her  hut  one  morning  before  fhe  was 
up,  and  ihe  fuffered  his  embraces  almoft  in- 
ftantly  after  her  black  hufband  had  quitted 
her. 

In  the  anatomical  theatre  at  Leyden,  when 
I  was  at  that  Univerfity,  there  were  two 
fkeletons  preferred,  faid  to  be  the  bones 
of  twins  differing  remarkably  in  colour,  which 
a  burgo-mafter's  wife  brought  into  the  world, 
in  the  time  of  Albinus.  What  caufe  produced 
their  diflimilitudc  was  not  known. 

European  animals  in  general  degenerate  in 
the  Weir-Indies  ;  and,  as  they  defcend  in  a 
few  generations,  retain  but  little  refemblance 
of  their  original  {lock.  How  far  this  extends 
to  the  human  race,  as  relative  to  natural  en- 
dowments, is  a  fubjeft  of  nice  inquiry,  and 
foreign  to  my  prefent  purfuit.  However,  if  any 
inferiority  be  found  at  all,  it  does  not  appear 
in  the  firft  generation,  or  in  thofe  born  im- 
mediately of  European  parents.  But  on  the. 
contrary,  if  my  obfervation  be  juft,  in  people 
of  this  defcription,  there  is  equal  capacity  and 
liability  of  mind,  with  more  acumen  than  in 
thofe  born  in  Europe.  Whether  this  dimi- 
nishes or  not,  in  further  removes,  without 
European  mixture,  abftracted  from  the  influr 

encQ 
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ciicc  of  habit  and  education,  may  admit  of 
i  peculation.  But  let  the  change  be  how,  or 
what  it  may,  I  have  never  bbferved  any  de- 
clenfion  in  the  qualities  of  the  heart,  nor  in 
the  tendency  of  the  mind,  that  philofophy 
could  fairly  attribute  to  nature.  The  women 
are  generous,  affectionate,  induftrious,  and 
virtuous.  The  men  are  brave,  polite,  and  in- 
genious, and  have  a  peculiar  turn  for  the 
acquirement  of  belles  lettres,  and  the  elements 
of  arts,  that  are  not  laborious. 

Powerful  as  the  dominion  of  paflion  and 
impatience  is,  indolence  muft  prevail,  where 
perpetual  famenefs  of  the  feafons  blunts  the 
edge  of  energy,  and  where  climate  relaxes  the 
mufcular  fibres,  and  debilitates  the  nerves. 
European  dogs  lofe  their  fcent,  horfes  their 
fpeed,  and  human  beings,  of  delicate  ftruclure 
and  fine  feelings,  fink  into  a  wearifome  exift- 
ence,  deprived  of  power  and  inclination  to 
move,  But  there  are  different  calls  of  human 
beings,  as  well  as  of  other  animals.  Men  ge- 
nerated from  the  coarfer  materials  of  northern 
melancholic  matter,  who  on  their  native  foil 
were  intended  to  vegetate,  labour,  and  die, 
often  acquire  an  expanfion  of  foul,  removed 
to  warmer  climes.  They  ripen  in  the  fun. — 
They  get  ideas  in  fpite  of  nature.     It  is  not 

H  4  uncommon 
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uncommon  between  the  tropics,  to  fee  content 
tion  for  precedency,  duel  from  punctilio,  and 
the  laws  of  honour  obftinately  infilled  on, 
by  men,  who,  but  a  few  years  before,  were 
imported  from  Europe  to  fulfil  fome  fervile 
office,  in  which  they  acted  with  ignorance  and 
integrity,  until  the  fun  had  fublimed  their  ftu- 
pidity  and  difTolved  their  principles. 

The  reverfe  of  what  is  fuppofed  to  happen 
to  the  European,  tranflated  to  the  Weft-Indies, 
attends  the  African  race.  Every  generation 
here,  is  an  improvement  on  the  former.  That 
wild  chaos  of  inftinciive  notions,which  negroes 
bring  from  Africa,  feldom  can  be. modulated, 
imlefs  they  come  from  it  very  young,  to  bear 
any  durable,  rational  impreflion.  When  this 
happens,  they  look  back  with  horror  on  their 
favage  ftate  ;  and  do  not  eafily  forgive,  unlefs 
fome  compliment  be  added  on  their  improve- 
ments, the  reproach  of  having  been  born  in 
Africa,  and  of  ever  having  lived  in  a  ftate  that 
nature  intended  for  them. 

The  objects  which  natives  of  the  fable  world 
embrace  are  few, — but  ftrong  :  and  flourifh  on 
the  brain  undiftra6ted  by  contending  mental 
emanations, 

•    A  m* 
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A  negro, — Part  his  mendacior, — deliberates  ; 
and  never  makes  a  fpontaneous  reply.  When  a 
queftion  is  afked,  he  generally  defires  to  have 
it  repeated,  pretending  not  to  underftand  it, 
that  he  may  have  time  to  prepare  an  anfwer. 
A  lie  once  determined  on,  no  pain  nor  puniih- 
ment  can  fhake  him. 

Detefted  in  committing  a  theft,  he  is  not 
difconcerted  ;  and,  when  any  thing  which  he 
has  ftolen  is  found  on  him,  he  denies  all 
knowledge  of  the  fadt,  and  infills,  that  it  was 
the  devil  that  did  it,  who,  to  do  him  an  evil 
turn,  had  put  the  article  fo  ftolen  into  his 
mouth,  or  hand,  or  pocket,  or  wherever  it  it 
found. 

Their  cunning  is  often  accompanied  with 
great  prefence  of  mind.  A  runaway  has  been 
purfued,  and,  not  able  to  efcape  in  open  day, 
has  jumped  into  a  river,  where  he  fat  up  to  his 
neck  in  water,  with  his  head  covered  with  the 
boughs  of  a  tree  which  he  gathered  for  that 
purpofe  ;  and  thus  evaded  his  purfuers,  who 
paffed  clofe  by  him,  without  difcovering  him. 

Louis  the  XI  Vth  and  his  court  were  put  into 
&  ridiculous  predicament,  by  a  trick  that  was 

prac* 
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pra&ifed  on  them,  by  a  negro  who  had  been  kid- 
napped on  the  coaft  of  Africa,  and  carried  to  the 
Weft-Indies.  The  man  pretended  he  was  the 
fon  and  heir-apparent  to  the  king  of  AJftnee 
in  Africa.  He  was  fent  to  France  from  the 
Weft- Indies,  andprefented  to  the  court,  where 
he  kept  up  the  artifice  with  unfufpefted  inge- 
nuity. The  court  was  highly  flattered  with 
the  opportunity  of  converting  a  pagan  prince 
to  chriftianity ;  or,  as  it  was  faid,  with  the 
hopes  of  getting  a  footing,  and  eftablifhing  a 
fadtory,  in  his  country.  He  was  a  long  time 
inftrudted  in  the  chriftian  principles,  and  bap- 
tized by  the  bifhop  of  Meaux,  the  king  him- 
felf  being  his  godfather  ;  and  he  received  the 
facrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper  from  the  car- 
dinal de  Noa/I/es,  and  offered  at  the  fame  time 
a  pidture  to  the  bleffed  virgin,  to  whofe  pro- 
tection he  fubmitted  his  territories,  having 
made  a  vow,  at  his  return  thither,  to  uie  his 
utmoft  endeavours  towards  the,  converfion  of 
his  fubjedls.  The  impoftor  departed,  and  was 
conveyed  home  by  three  men  of  war,  under 
the  command  of  the  chevalier  Damon.  When 
this  hopeful  prince  arrived  in  i\frica,  he 
threw  off,  with  his  difguife,  his  fine  French 
clothes,  confeffed  that  he  was  a  Have,  ftripped 
Jiimfelf  naked,    laughed    at  the    French    arid 

chriftianity, 
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chriftianity,  and   returned  to  his  black  mailer 
and  paganifm  *• 

The  fame  court  alfo,  in  the  year  1698,  expe- 
rienced a  great  mortification  from  another 
royal  youth,  the  king  of  Judas  fon,  pVince 
Jlni  aba, whom  the  African  company  had  brought 
from  Africa,  and  prefented  to  the  court.  T.  he 
king  had  him  entered  in  the  college  at  the 
academy,  and  educated  with  vaft  expence  and 
magnificence.  After  iome  years,  when  it  was 
thought  he  had  fufficiently  acquired  the  prin- 
ciples of  religion  and  civilization,  the  king 
made  him  a  captain  of  cavalry,  permitted  him 
to  ferve  in  his  army,  and  honoured  him  in  the 
moft  fingular  manner ;  and  being  defirous,  before 
he  returned  to  his  own  country,  that  he  fhould 
fignalize  the  piety  in  which  he  had  been  in- 
ftrncled  for  fo  many  years,  the  order  of  the 
ftar  was  inftituted  on  this  occafion,  in  honour 
of  the  virgin  ;  and  a  large  picture  reprefenting 
the  event  was  placed  in  Notre  Dame  at  Paris, 
as  a  monument  of  his  faith  and  devotion.  Alter 
this  ceremony,  he  was  fent  back  to  Africa  in 
the  greateft  pomp.  On  his  arrival,  all  his 
decorum  vaniihed  at  the  fight  of  the  congenial 
barbarifm  of  his  country;  he  immediately  (trip - 

*  European  Mercury  for  the  Year  1 701. 

ped 
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ped  off  his  clothes,  abandoned  himfclf  to  the 
moft  favage  practices,  and  immerged  into  every 
fpecies  of  impiety  and  profligacy  :  and,  in  re- 
turn for  the  kindnefs  he  had  received  in 
France,  he  endeavoured  to  excite*  an  infurrec- 
tion,  'and  extirpate  his  benefa£tors  *. 


The  French  miffionaries  in  the  Weft-Indies 
formerly  found  it  impoflible  to  imprefs  any 
African  negro  with  the  leaft  notion  of  chrifti- 
anity,  who  exceeded  the  age  of  ten  or  twelve 
years ;  and  they  defifted,  after  innumerable 
fruitlefs  attempts,  to  baptize  any  who  were 
brought  from  Africa  above  that  age.  The 
old  negroes  would  be  baptized,  over  and  over 
again,  concealing  that  they  had  ever  been  bap- 
tized before,  to  get  the  prefents  which  thofe 
pious  fathers  beftowed  on  them,  at  the  time  of 
this  introduction  to  religion.  No  interpreta- 
tion could  enable  them  to  comprehend  the 
ceremony.  All  explanation  confounded.  Ma- 
king a  facred  compa£t  was  above  the  capacity 
of  their  minds,  fettered  with  the  fuperftitious 
chains  of  fpells,  forcery,  and  incantations.  Ex7 
cepting  their  own  dealers  in  poifons  and  witch- 
craft, they  knew  but  of  two  agents  that  coul4 
poffibly  have  any  concern  in  their  affairs  : — • 
one  fent  them  a  good,  the  other  a  bad  crop  of 
corn. 

*  Per*  Labat,  Vol.  II.  p.  43. 

Though 
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Though  religion  has  not  been  able  to  make 
any  impreffion  on  aged  Africans,  the  young 
have  frequently  embraced  it  with  finceritv. 
The  Portugueze,  from  their  firft  fettling  on 
the  coaft  of  Africa,  have  perfevered  in  the 
attempt,  and  by  great  labour  and  zeal  have 
eftablifhed  fome  veftiges  of  chriftianity  on  the 
borders  of  Congo  and  Angola. 

Mahometifm  has  been  fpread  by  the  Moors 
over  confiderable  diftricls  among  the  negroes, 
in  the  northern  parts  of  Guinea.  I  have  feen 
many  negroes  in  the  colonies,  that  were  ob- 
fervant  mufielmen.  One  of  whom,  a  native 
of  Mundmgo,  I  knew  to  be  a  pious  man,  well 
acquainted  with  every  article  in  the  koran, 
and  the  Arabic  language. 

Negroes  born  in  the  Weft-Indies,  particu- 
larly  thofe  who  are  brought  up  about  the  ha- 
bitations of  white  people,  are  capable  of  re- 
ligious inftruetion,  I  am  convinced,  if  they 
were  carefully  trained  in  it  from  their  infancy  ; 
whatever  might  be  the  fuccefs  of  any  attempt 
among  thole  great  mafTes,  who  live  in  moun- 
tains and  on  plantations,  and  have  little  or  no 
intercourfe  with  white  people.  It  is  well  known 
*  that 
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that  baptifm  always  removes  the  greateft  dread 
negroes  have  ; —  which  is,  the  dread  of  one 
another.  The  colonies  of  catholic  ftates  have 
availed  themfelves  of  this  ;  and  their  Creole 
Haves,  therefore,  are  fuperior  in  chara&er, 
and  more  orderly,  and  tradable,  than  thofe 
living  under  proteftant  governments  :  where, 
excepting  fome  laudable,  but  feeble  efforts 
made  on  the  plantations  of  Moravians,  there 
is  no  religion  at  all. 

It  is  unneceffary  to  defcant  elaborately  on 
propagating  religion  as  a  duty,  or  on  the  po- 
litical advantages  that  would  refult  from  it, 
refpe6ting  colonial  reformation. — It  is  the  bafis 
of  civilization,  and  antecedent  to  morality. 
Society  mufi  begin  with  it  ;  and  inftruftion 
follow. — And  though  ufurpation  over  igno- 
rance be  difgraceful  to  an  enlightened  world, — 
yet  barbarous  and  uncultured  nature  can  no 
more  enjoy,  than  defend  the  rights  of  man.— 
Were  the  mighty  plains  of  Africa  the  refi- 
dence  of  philofophy,  her  children  would  not 
wear   the    chains  of  European   flavery. 

Without  bloodfhed,  perfecution,  or  oppref- 
fion,  what  bleflings  have  been  produced  by 
infiruction,  founded  on  religion,  in  Paraguay! 

A  few 
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A  tew  Jefuits  there,  through  the  medium  of 
religion,  converted  many  nations  of  wild,  lazy, 
and  ferocious  Indians,  to  an  orderly,  induf- 
trious,  and  peaceful  life.  They  took  thefe 
creatures,  depraved  and  favage,  as  nature 
turned  them  out  on  the  earth,  railed  their  con- 
dition, and  gave  them  the  enjoyment  of  hu- 
manity. 

Thefe  fathers,  unlike  thofc  fathers  who  for 
their  intemperate  zeal  have  been  punifhedwith 
martyrdom,  began  properly  ;  not  by  difturb- 
ing  what  was  not,  but  by  improving  what  was, 
capable  of  amendment  ;  not  by  fcattering 
about  the  flames  of  novelty,  and  practifing  on 
the  paflions,  but  by  wifely  applying  the  ratio- 
nality inherent  in  man  to  its  proper  end  : 
making  virtue  beneficial,  and  vice  detrimental 
to  his  happinefs.  Having  no  means  to  enforce 
obedience,  they  gave  the  Indians  ideas  before 
they  gave  them  their  doctrines  ;  and  united, 
with  their  religious,  civil  laws,  that  produced 
perceptible  advantages,  before  the  laws  them- 
felves  were  comprehended.  The  effect  was  an 
achievement,  which  the  annals  of  mankind 
cannot  parallel.  In  policy,  it  finks  the  fame 
of  Solon  and  Lycurgus  :  and  if  Spain,  think- 
ing it  dangerous  to  her  intereft  to  have  the  In- 
dians 
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dians  enlightened  and  happy,  had  not  inter- 
fered, thefe  Jefuits  would  have  carried  the 
utility  of  chriftianity  to  an  height,  tranfcend- 
ing  all  example  in  the  records  of  religion. 

In  tropical  countries,  people  are  feldom  af- 
flifted  with  dangerous  pulmonic  difeafes  ;  Idiot  if m 
and  Mania  are  very  uncommon  :  and  though 
the  moon  has  unqueftionably  great  influence 
on  crifes,  and  relapfes,  in  continued  and  in- 
termittent fevers,  yet  Lunacy  is  almoft  un- 
known.* Scurvy,  and  Gravel,  are  difeafes  fel- 
dom to  be  met  with  ;  and  the  Stone  fcarcely 
ever. 

I  have  known  many  Europeans,  fubjedt  to 
the  gravel  at  home,  who  had  no  fymptoms  of 
it  durinp:  their  refidcnce  in  the  Weft-Indies. 

An  amiable  and  worthy  officer,  of  the  79th 
regiment,  had  been  fo  affli£ted  by  a  ftone  in 
his  bladder  for  many  years,  that  he  was  at 
length  obliged  to  remain  in  England,  with  the 
intention  of  having  it   extracted.     Mr.  Pott 

*  In  the  fpring  of  the  year  1777,  I  remarked  that  mod  of 
the  patients  whom  1  attended,  in  fevers,  were  much  affected 
in  the  head  at  every  new  and  full  moon.  I  have  obferved  the 
fame  thing  often,  but  never  fo  uniformly  as  in  that  year. 

deter- 
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determined  his  difeafe  to  be  the  Hone,  on  ex- 
amination ;  the  found  of  the  inftrument  was 
heard  by  feveral  people,  who  were  prefent. 
His  regiment  being  at  Jamaica  during  the 
war,  ill  as  he  was,  lie  fpiritedly  refolved  to 
join  it,  as  great  mortality  had  happened 
among  the  officers.  Soon  after  his  arrival  at 
Jamaica,  which  was  in  1780,  all  the  fymptoms 
of  his  former  painful  difeafe  abated.  He  re- 
mained in  Jamaica  three  years,  and  had  no 
violent  return  of  them  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,, 
they  gradually  diminiihed,  until  it  became 
doubtful  whether  there  were  a  ftone  in  the  blad- 
der or  not.  He  has  fince  been  in  Canada  for 
two  years,  and  had  none  of  his  complaint 
there;  he  is  now,  1787,  in  England,  and  is 
entirely  free  from  it. 

When  all  precaution  to  guard  againft  fick- 
nefs  has  failed,  and  prudence  proved  abortive 
to  new-comers,  they  will  have  this  comfort 
at  leaft,  for  their  pains,  that  their  diforders 
will  feldom  be  fevere,  or  expenfive,  and  will 
generally  have  a  fpeedy  termination  ;  and  that 
their  Seafoning,  as  it  is  emphatically  called, 
will  be  removed  by  bleeding,  a  dofe  of  falts, 
reft,  and  a  cooling  regimen. 

Where  this  mild  compofition  for  future 
health  has  not  been    merited,  and  no    terms 

I  have 
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have  been  made  with  the  climate,  violent  dif* 
eafes  may  be  expefted  ;  among  which,  the 
Dysentery,  particularly  with  foldiers  and 
failors,  or  an  Inflammatory  Fever,  perhaps 
to  that  degree  which  has  the  appellation  of  the 
Yellow  Fever,  may  be  looked  for. 

Thefe  difeafes,  if  we  except  the  Tetanus, 
are  the  molt  formidable,  and  have  been  treated 
with  the  leaft  fuccefs,  of  anv  in  the  torrid 
zone.  Their  rapidity  demands  the  moft  deci- 
five  promptitude — The  lhortnefs  of  their  du- 
ration affords  no  time  for  experiment. — An 
error  once  committed  can  never  be  remedied.* 

The  unequivocal  fymptoms  of  the  dyfentery, 
demonftrate  that  difeafe  to  every  capacity  ;  but 
it  frequently  happens  among  tranfient  medical 
vifitors,  that  the  cholera,  the  bilious  remittent, 
and  the  bilious  putrid  fever,  are  miftaken  for 
the  yellow  fever.  It  as  freo^iently  happens 
alfo,  that  the  bilious  colic,  and  the  cor  .aid 
conftipation  of  the  bowels,  brought  on  by  the 
injudicious  and  ex.ceffive  uie  of  bark,  are  mif- 
taken for  the  Belly- Ache. 

*  It  is  pertinently  faid,  in  the  Weft-Indies,  among  th« 
French,  "  un  horame  iveii  pas  plutot  tcmbi  malade,  qu'il 
"  voit  a  fes   cotes  te  meiecw%   U  notaire,  cif  ie  confeffiur,  tous 

^  uois  prdque  au  meme  initant." 

Nor 
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Nor  can  fuch  fatal  errors  be  confidcrcd  as 
extraordinary,  when  the  only  knowledge  Eu- 
ropeans can  have  of  thefe  difeafes,  mult  be  from 
books  ;  and  there  are  no  accounts  that  have 
been  given  of  them  but  what  are  imperfect,  and 
contradictory.  Some,  by  thofe  who  never 
were  in  the  Weft-Indies  ;  and  others,  by  peo- 
ple whole  refidence  and  practice  there,  were  too 
limited  to  afford  fufficient  experience,  by  which 
they  might  learn  to  know  the  genuine  patho- 
gnomonic fymptoms, which  diftinguifh  onedif- 
eale  from  another,  where  difeafes  have  any 
fimilitude. 

Worthy  of  imitation  as  the  laudable  efforts 
of  Towne,  and  refpectable  as  Hillary's* 
accuracy  in  defcribing  what  he  had  actually 
feen,  were,  much  improvement  in  the  treat- 
ment of  difeafes  has  fmce  their  time  taken  place 
in  that  part  of  the  world  ;  therefore,  and  con- 
fidering  the  ftate  in  which  they  found  phyfic  in 
the  Weft-Indies,  we  muft  look  back  with  can- 
dour on  their  practice  where  we  find  it  defec- 
tive :  for  they  have  done  a  great  deal,  deferved 

*  Towne  praftifed  phyfic  in  Barbados  feven  years ;  and 
publifhed  his  treatifc  on  the  difeafes  of  that  ifland  in  1726. 
Hillary  pra&ifed  in  the  fame  iiland,  many  years  longer, 
after  him,  and  publifhed  his  obfervations  in  1759. 

1  2  Well 
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well  in  their  profefiion,  and  great  praifes  are 
certainly  due  to  them.  For  among  the  adven- 
turers in  phyfic,  in  the  Weft-Indies,  fince  their 
firft  fettlement,  the  principal  obje£l  feems  to 
have  been  the  acquirement  of  wealth  ;  and 
Towne  and  Hillary,  almoft  alone,  have  left 
behind  legacies,  collected  with  great  labour 
and  patience,  which  confummate  the  character 
of  friends  to  their  country. 

Non  nobis,  fed  reipublictc  nail  fwnus. 

Perhaps  this  confideration  has  prevented 
many  from  venturing,  where  Towne  and  Hil- 
lary have  gone  before,  and  mud  appear  in 
evidence  againft  them.  But  this  is  a  timid 
error  ;  for  practice  every  day  improves  our  art. 
There  is  no  more  reafon  why  all  progrefs  fliould 
flop  with  Towne  and  Hillary,  than  that  it 
lliould  have  ceafed  with  Hippocrates. 

However,  this  confideration  ought  to  have 
deterred  feme  perfons,  who,  with  no  other 
pretenfion  than  the  modeft  plea  of  confining 
themfelves  to  things  only  that  fell  under  their 
own  obfervations,  tojuftify  their  prefumption ;. 
and  others,  who  from  barely  looking  at  the 
iflands  during  the  Avar,  or  from  only  a  year  or 
two's  obfcure  refidence  in  confined  local  prac- 
tice, could  not  have  learned  to  take  care  of 

them- 
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themfelvcs,  from  giving  their  opinions  to  the 
public  on  difeafes  that  exifted  only  in  their  own 
imagination,  and  on  others  that  they  could 
fcarcely  have  feen  :  or  at  lead,  by  wanting  op- 
portunities of  comparing  a  variety  of  cafes, 
and  the  occurrences  of  many  years,  could  not 
have  attained  a  certain  knowledge  of  the  caufes 
of  difeafes,  nor  a  competent  method  of  treating 
them. 

It  requires  a  very  fertile  invention  to  make 
a  few  months  voyage  to  the  Weft-Indies,  or  to 
fit  down  there  for  a  year  or  two  (neceffarily 
without  practice,  becaufe  the  inhabitants  know 
too  well  the  confequence  of  employing  newly- 
arrived  do6tors),  and  bring  home  materials 
for  a  book  ;  or  a  method  of  treating  difeafes, 
which  will  not  have  a  pernicious  tendency,  if 
followed  ;  or  that  can  contain  any  thing  ufe- 
ful,  that  is  not  pirated  from  others.  This 
can  only  be  done  by  long  refidence,  great  prac- 
tice, and  obfervation. 

But  the  Englifh  are  not  the  only  people  who 
write  on  difeafes  they  know  nothing  of,  from 
experience  :  and  direct  phyfic  and  regimen  by 
latitudes.  There  are  other  medical  magicians, 
who  can  fit  at  home,  tell  the  tranfaftions  of 
every  clime,  and  traverfe  the  Hygieian  Zodiack 

I  3  with 
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with  omnipotent  (kill. — Our  brethren  on  the 
continent  are  not  behind-hand  in  this  practice. 

Lin^,  iuftly  enough,  remarks,  that  Poisso- 
niere  ana  Chevalier,  who  both  practifed 
phyfic  for  two  or  three  years  in  Hifpaniola,  and 
have  written  on  iome  or  the  difeaies  yl  that 
ifland,  "  had  not  proper  opportunities  of 
"  obferving  the  word  fymptoms,  which  attend 
"  the  diftempers,  fo  peculiarly  fatal  to  Eu- 
"  ropeans,  on  their  arrival  in  the  Weft-Indies." 
But  I  can  by  no  means  agree  with  him,  that; 
Rouppe,  a  Dutch  phyfician,  whofe  opportu- 
nities were  ftill  lefs,  and  drawn  from  a  fingle 
fliip  of  war,  in  an  harbour,  in  the  ifland  of 
Coracoa,  where  he  was  only  two  months,  "  has 
"  furnifnecl  us  with  the  belt  defcription  of  thofe 
46  difeafes ;"  nor  that  his  account  of  them 
u  is  full,  clear,  and  mafterly  ;  with  the  mofl 
"  proper  epithets  for  them,  viz.  colliquative^ 
"  putrid^  and  fpotted fevers,  &c.  V* 

It  is  not  on  account  of  thefe  mifapplied  epi- 
thets alone,  that  I  diffent  ;  but  becaufe  there 
is  in  reality  nothing  original  in  Rouppe's  ac- 
count of  thofe  difeaies,  excepting  his  errors. 
A  {hip's  crew,  whofe  habits  had  been  broken 
down  with  the  fcurvy,  lying  in  an  harbour  fur* 

fPage  1 34.. 

rounded 
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rounded    with    marihes    and    fragnant  waters, 
mull    have    had    difeafes    peculiar   to  fuch  an 
origin;  but  to  the  difeafes   of  landfmen,  and 
climate   at  large,  they    could    have    no    more- 
analogy,  than  the   agues   of  the    hundreds  of 
Effex    have  to    the    epidemics    of   London. — 
Rouppe,  I  think,  afierts,  that  "  the  difeafe  of 
Ck  the     Guinea    worm    is    contagious  *  ;*'     and 
Lind,  I  think,   appears   to  believe    him-f\ — ■ 
With   as   much  truth  he  might  have   laid,  a 
thorn   in   the  foot   is   contagious. — When    he 
fpeaks  of  the  care  of  failors,  and  of  difeafes 
peculiar  to    feamen,  he  fpeaks  like   a  man  of 
fenfe  and  obfervation. 

The  mifchief  of  publifhing  medicinal  books, 
written  on  the  authority  of  others,  without 
the  power  of  detecting  their  errors,  is  infinite  ; 
for  certainly  publications  of  this  fort,  com- 
piled from  fpeculation,  hearfay  reports,  and 
extracts  of  letters  from  correfpondents,  from 
being  the  worft  guides,  are  productive  of  the 
word:  confequences  %. 

Dazille 

*  Page  284. 
f  Page  58. 

Dr.  R  AR  K  er,  in  his  Agreement  between  Ancient  and  Modern 
PJi\ficianS)  to  ftrengthen  Galen's  caution  againfl  bleeding  in 
very  bet  weather,  fays,  page  92,  lie  had  "  been  informed,  by  a 

I  4  ■•  learned 
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Dazille  properly  remarks  on  this  fubjedt, 
in  his  advertifement,  that  able  phyficians  can 
collect  together  "  Obfervations  on  Europeans  in 
"  the  Colonies,  and  on  Seamen"  made  by  others 
who  were  on  the  fpot  ;  but  that  it  is  indif- 
penfably  neceflary  to  have  practifed  a  long 
time  in  the  colonies,  and  on-board  of  veiTels, 
and  there  to  have  been  much  employed,  and 
to  know  from  repeated  fuccefs,  and  from  what 
they  have  feen,  themfelves,  before  they  can 
judge  of  the  utility,  or  the  fidelity  of  the  ma- 
terials, of  which  their  cohesions  are  com- 
pofed  f, 

A  French 

f*  learned  and  ingenious  gentleman,  who  has  pra&ifed  in 
"  Jamaica,  it  is  found  to  be  much  more  dangerous  to  bleed 
*'  in  that  warm  climate,  than  in  the  temperate  one  of  Eng- 
?•  land."  The  Do&or's  information  was  bad  ;  and  had  it 
been  otherwife,  it  does  not  apply  to  Galen's  meaning. 

t  "  Si  le  Do&eur  Lind,  cet  homme  -  juftement  celebre, 
"  et  le  tradufieur  de  fon  dernier  ouvrage,  Medicin  d'un  vrai 
"  merite  avoient  ete  aux  lies  de  France  et  de  Bourbon  ;  le 
"  premier  n'eut  point  ecrit,  et  ceiui-ci  n'eut  pas  tranfmis  dans 
"  notre  langue  (page  103,  du  premier  volume),  que  ces 
*•'  Colonies  font  des  lieux  mal-fains,  tandis  que  de  toute  la 
•'*  terre  habitable,  c'eft  un  des  pays  les  plus  falubres,  6u  Ton 
il  n'  epreuve  d'autres  maladies,  que  celles  qui  y  font  appor- 
{'  tees  du  dehors." — Obfervations  Generates  fur  les  Maladies 
des  Climats  Chaads.  AvertiiTement,  p.  ii»  Publifhed  in 
1785,  at  Paris, 

Da- 
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A  French  author,  a  Monfieur  De  Gar- 
DANNE,  undertook  to  publifh  Observations  on 
the  Dii cafes  of  Seamen,  very  principally  be- 
caufe  he  was  born  in  a  feaport-town  ;  as  he 
fays  himfelf — but  as  his  countryman  Dazille 
fays  of  him,  "  Monfieur  De  Gardanne  n' ay  ant 
jamais  paffe  les  Mers*." 

Monfieur  De  Gardanne's  mode  of  acqui- 
ring his  knowledge  is  curious  and  interefting. 
"  Ne  dans  un  port  de  mer,  et  naturellement 

Dazille's  opinion  of  the  ifland  of  Bourbon  is  certainly- 
confirmed  by  every  perfon  who  has  been  there  :  "  L'air  y  eft 
"  ii  fain,  et  tout  ce  qui  s'y  piodu'r  y  vient  en  fl  grande  abon- 
"  dance,  et  eft  fi  bon,  q'une  perfonne  qui  voudroit  fe  feparer 
"  du  grand  monde  pour  mencr  une  vie  retires,  ne  pourroit 
"  choifir  un  meilleur  lieu  plus  agreable  que  celui-Ja."  Lul- 
LIER,    Voyage,   p.   HO. 

Orm,  in  his  Hiftory  of  the  Military  Tranfa&ions  in  Tn- 
doftan,  fays,  that  "  feveral  families  from  France  eftablifhed 
"  themfelves  here,  in  the  ifland  of  Bourbon,  foon  after  the 
"  French  took  pofleflion  of  it,  and  from  them  are  defcended 
"  the  prefent  inhabitants,  who  are  now  multiplied  to  the 
11  number  of  4000,  of  which  1000  are  men  capable  of  bear- 
"  ingarms  :  thefe  have  not  degenerated  from  their  anccftors, 
*'  but  on  the  contrary,  are  a  race  fo  remarkable  for  (lature 
"  and  proportion,  as  well  as  for  health  and  ftrength,  that  they 
"  equal,  if  not  exceed  in  thefe  qualities,  the  moil  athletic 
11  European  nations.  They  are  the  only  colony  of  Europeans 
M  eftablifhed  within  the  tropics,  which  have  prefer ved  thefe 
f*  advantages."     Page  93.  Vol.  I. 

*  AvertifTement,  p.  12. 

"  initio 
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"  initie  a  la  connoiftance  de  Tart  du  naviga- 
"  teur,  tant  par  un  long  fejour  dans  les  places 
u  maritimes,  que  par  l'habitude  de  vivre  au 
"  milieu  des  perfonnes  qui  ont  embraffe  cet 
"  etat,  je  n'ai  rien  neglige  d'ailleurs  pour 
"  m'inftruire  a  fond  de  ce  qui  pouvoit  avoir 
"  rapport  a  mon  fujet,  foit  en  meditant  les 
•'  auteurs  qui  m'ont  devance  dans  la  carriere, 
"  foit  par  des  conferences  affidues  avec  des 
"  perfonnes  tres  eclairees  fur  ce  fujet"  *. 

Lind  has  no  quarter  from  this  gentleman, 
for  he  fays,  "  Lind  pretend  que  le  defaut  de 
4t  vegetaux  qui  en  eft  le  principal  defenfeur, 
n'y  fait  pas  grand  chofe  ;  qu'on  peut  memc 
en  guerir  dans  Pair  infe£t  de  l'entre-pont. 
Mais  ces  idees  fyftematiques  ne  doivent  point 
prevaloir  fur  celles  que  1'experience  avoit 
auparavant  accreditees.  Le  fcorbut  eft  caufe 
par  l'air  chaud  et  humide  ;  et  tout  ce  que 
Lind  avan<ja  pour  etablir  une  opinion  op- 
pofee,  /era  comb  at tu  d^une  maniere  viclorieufe, 
dans  un  Effai  fur  les  Maladies  de  Gens  de 
Mer  qui  fuivra  de  pres  cet  ouvrage"  -f. 


a 


Li, 
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*  Advertifement,  p.  1 1.  to  his  publication  in  1784,  in  titled, 
<i  Det  Maladies  des  Creoles  en  Europe,  &c.  et  Obfervations  fujr 
"  eclies  des  Gem  de  Mer,  et  fur  quelques  autres  plus  frequem- 
"  ment  obfervees  dans  les  Climats  Chauds" 

1  Page  47. 

Tliis 
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This  lame  gentleman  undertook  alfo  to  write 
on  the  Difeafes  of  Creoles  in  Europe  ;  and  on 
others  more  frequently  obferved  in  hot  climates  ; 
becaufe  he  had  confulted  authors  who  have 
written  on  thofe  fubjects  ;  and  from  the  prac- 
tice he  had  in  Paris.  "  J'avois  confulte  les 
**  auteurs  qui  ont  ecrit  fur  les  maladies  des 
"  habitans  des  deux  Indes. — Les  nombreufes 
M  obfervations  que  m'a  fourni  la  pratique, 
46  depuis  qu'  etabli  dans  cette  capitale  (Paris) : 
44  j'ai  eu  des  occafions  plus  frequentes  de  les 
•*'  connoitre,  et  de  les  fuivre  dans  leurs  di- 
"  veries  affections*.". 

There  is  another  evil  with  which  the  fcience 
of  phyfic  is  continually  invaded  ;  as  if  a  know- 
ledge of  difeafes  could  be  acquired  in  travelling 
poft  through  a  country.  A  tranfient  practi- 
tioner, more  zealous  to  diftinguiih  himfelf, 
than  to  benefit  mankind,  no  fooner  meets  with 
a  difeafe  which  he  has  never  feen  before,  and 
perhaps  does  not  remain  long  enough  in  a 
fituation  to  fee  again,  than  he  tranfmits  an 
account  of  it  to  his  agent,  who  tranfmits  it  to 
his  literary  friend  ;  by  whom  it  is  converted 
into  a  purpofe  to  fupport  fome  new  hypothe- 

*  Ayertiflement,  p.  If 

fa, 
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fis,  or  is  recommended  as  a  fample  of  the  dif- 
eafes  of  a  country,  and  the  treatment,  as  a 
ftandard  of  pra&ice.  If  this  does  not  hap- 
pen, when  he  returns  home,  and  has  acquired 
Ikill  enough  to  gild  the  impofition,  he  fits 
down  and  compiles  a  book,  by  racking  and 
tormenting  the  fenfe  of  a  variety  of  writers  to 
his  purpofe  ;  without  ever  knowing  whether 
the  difeafes  he  treats  of  are  endemic,  or  the 
produce  of  accident,  or  particular  conftitu- 
tion. — This  is  an  outrage,  founded  on  a  con- 
tempt for  the  ferious  refieftidn  of  mankind, 
and  is  a  premeditated  mifchief  againft  the 
welfare  of  fociety. 

Here  I  think  it  is  proper  to  mention,  that 
the  defire  of  putting  a  flop  to  thefe  evils,  had 
a  confiderable  influence  with  me,  in  under- 
taking to  write  on  the  difeafes  of  hot  climates  ; 
which  difeafes,  being  but  little  underftood  in 
Europe,  have  been  too  often  themes  for  im- 
poftors,  for  promoting  difmgenuous,  as  well  as 
deftrudtive  purpofes. 

I  flatter  myfelf  from  the  reception  which  the 
preceding  editions  of  this  work  have  met  with, 
that  my  endeavours  have  been  attended  with 
beneficial   confequences.     Yet  I  am    forry   to 

remark 
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remark,  that  among  mankind,  I  fear  fomc 
will  ever  be  found,  over  whom  confeience 
has  no  control.  Such  men  are  not  to  be 
checked  in  their  career,  whenever  the  chances 
of  eicaping  detection  are  in  their  favour. 

Even  fince  the  publication  of  the  former 
editions  of  this  work,  feveral  compilations,  on 
Weft-Indian  difeafes  have  appeared,  in  their 
tranfit  to  oblivion  *,  Had  they  contained  any 
thing  new,  it  muft  have  been  the  fublime  ef- 
fect of  infpiration  ;  for  neither  of  them  had 
four  years  incubation,  in  the  Ifland,  of  which 
they  were  faid  to  be  the  offspring, -^-nor  fcarcely 
M  a  local  habitation  or  a  name!" 

It  is  alfo  proper  to  refcue  the  profeffion  in 
the  Weft-Indies,  from  the  imputation,  which 
thefe  medical  Buccaneers  have  brought  on  it, 
in  Europe  ;  for,  wherever  practitioners  can  be 
fuppofed  to  ftand  in  need  of  fuch  inftruc~torsy 
the  ftate  of  phyfic  muft  be  confidered  as  de- 
plorable indeed. 

The  refident  practitioners  in  the  Weft-In- 
dies at  prefent,  are  people  of  more  fcience,  and 
of  better  education,  than   the  practitioner*  in 

t:  Vide  Gentleman's  Magazine  for  November  1791. 

that 
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that  part  of  the  world  were  formerly  ;  and  to 
fuch  of  them  as  were  my  contemporaries,  and 
have  had  many  years  experience,  the  preju- 
dices I  had  to  encounter  when  I  firft  publifhed 
my  opinions,  are  well  known  :  and  though  I 
have  the  fatisfa&ion  to  learn,  that  the  doc- 
trines I  have  advanced  have  made  a  great 
change  in  the  treatment  of  difeafes,  yet  I  find 
there  are  fome  erroneous  principles  (till  re- 
tained, that  ought  to  be  eradicated, — and  there 
is  (till  a  defeft  in  not  extending  the  antiphlo- 
giftic  procefs  fufficiently  in  the  beginning  of 
inflammatory  difeafes. 

The  notions  of  afthenia,  and  putridity,  fo 
univerfally  prevailed  in  Jamaica,  at  the  time 
of  my  arriving  in  the  iiland,  that  the  word 
hiflammatory,  as  connected  with  fever,  was 
fcarcely  known  ;  and  copious,  or  repeated 
bleeding,  was  in  general  confidered  as  an  agent 
of  death. 

There  had  been  violent  contentions  formerly 
on  thefe  points,  particularly  as  referring  to  the 
yellow  fever  :  but  no  perfon  had  ever  defined 
that  fever  with  accuracy,  nor  confidered  it  as 
a  genuine  inflammatory  difeafe. 

The 
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The  two  unfortunate  phyficiahs  Williams 
and  Bennet,  at  Kingfton,  who  terminated 
their  difputes  on  this  lubjccl  by  killing  each 
other  in  a  duel  on  the  29th  of  December  1750, 
both,  adopted  the  opinion  that  the  yellow  fe- 
ver was  a  bilious  fever,  and  gave  it  that  appel- 
lation ;  and  though  Williams's  intentions  of 
cure  were  rational,  yet  it  did  not  appear  that 
he  was  able  to  diftinguifh  this  difeafe  from 
others  which  are  really  bilious,  and  peculiar 
to  that  part  of  the  world" 

This  want  of  difcrimination  had  always  ex- 
ifted  in  the  Weft-Indies  ;  and  the  confequence 
was,  that  cardiacs  and  refrigerants,  evacuants 
and  bark,  emetics  and  bleeding,  frequently, 
and  fatally,  ulurped  the  place  of  each  other. 

Againft  thefe  errors  in  particular,  it  is  ne- 
ceflary  to  warn  inexperienced  and  tranfient 
practitioners  ;  and  fuch  in  the  navy  and  army, 
whofe  refidence  may  not  be  long  enough  to 
acquire  a  thorough  and  competent  knowledge 
of  the  endemics  of  thofe  countries.  They  muft 
be  guided  by  books;  the  beft  of  which,  thofe  who 
have  been  lonir  in  the  habits  of  obicrvino:  dii- 
eafes,  are  fenfible,  fall  far  ftiort  of  the  defign, 
and  ferve  but  as  a  guide  to  experience. 

Barbados 
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Barbadoes  has  ever  borne  the  palm  of  Weft- 
Indian  medical  literature  ;  Jamaica  is  greatfy 
in  arrears,  though  it  has  long  been  nume- 
roufly  fupplied,  with  well-informed  and  ju- 
dicious pra£titioners  :  among  whom,  Doftor 
Dwarris  held  a  very  diftinguifhed  place. 

That  difciple  of  Boerhaave,  through  long 
and  extenfive  experience,  removed  many  errors 
which  had  been  eftabliihed  there  before  his  time, 
by  the  ignorant  and  illiterate,  who  had  law- 
leflly  aflumed  the  profeffion. 

He  alfo  fuccefsfully  oppofed  many  inappli- 
cable doftrines,  which,  imbibed  in  European 
fchools,  are  often  brought,  improperly,  into 
ufe  in  hot  climates.  This  was  of  great 
advantage  to  thofe  who  practifed  with  him, 
as  well  as  to  the  patients ;  who  frequently 
efcaped  the  ill  confequences  of  young  do6tors 
putting  theory  into  praftice. 

But  while  I  lament  that  posterity  can  derive 
no  benefit  from  knowledge  that  is  not  pre- 
ferved  by  written  tradition,  I  am  fenfible  of 
the  reluctance  and  difcouragement,  which  at- 
tend laborious  literary  purfuits  in  thofe  fultry 
regions,  fub   curru  nimium  propinquifolis.     The 

mind 
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mind,  enervated  with  the  body,  is  roufed  to 
ihort-lived  actions,  by  efforts  that  cannot  laft  ; 
and  finks  again  under  the  oppreflion  of  climate, 
to  which  all  things  in  nature  yield. 

Hence  arife  great  impediments  to  the  ad- 
vancement of  medical  art ;  and  that  know- 
ledge which  has  been  gathered  through  a  long 
feries  of  experience  in  thofe  countries,  generally 
dies  with  its  poffeffor. 

This  muft  ever  be  a  fubjedt  of  regret  ;  for 
it  is  there  that  nature  affumes  all  her  variety  of 
modes,  and  difcovers  jxiany  appearances,  which 
are  concealed  in  temperate  climates.  An  ob- 
ferver  there  will  often  find  in  her  rapid 
changes,  many  fallacious  fyftems  overthrown, 
that  have  been  begotten  in  clofets  by  fpecula- 
tion  in  other  parts  of  the  globe. 

Concerning  wrhat  I  have  written,  howrever 
it  may  be  received  as  a  contribution  to  the 
ufeful  ftock  of  medicinal  knowledge,  I  fhall  at 
lead  be  free  from  the  charge  of  writing  on 
difeafes  which  I  had  not  ample  opportunities  of 
knowing,  during  twelve  years  refidence  in  the 
Weft-Indies  ;  and  of  recommending  a  practice 
compiled  from  the  authority  of  others,  that  I 
have  never  experienced  myfelf. — So  far  I   can 
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determine  ;  but  how  I  have  written  muft  be 
determined  by  others.  It  may  be  urged,  per- 
haps, among  many  things,  that  I  have  treated 
with  little  complaifance,  the  falfe  lights  of  bad 
authorities.  I  wifli  it  were  in  my  power  to 
extinguifh  them.  They  are  injurious  to  man- 
kind ;  and  if  it  fhall  be  found  that  I  have  in- 
creafed  the  number,  by  adding  to  negligence 
and  mifconception  in  the  midft  of  opportunity, 
the  unprofitable  toil  of  making  my  idlenefs  and 
errors  known  to  the  world,  time,  I  hope,  will 
foon  treat  me  in  the  fame  manner. — For  I  dif- 
claim  all  credit  that  may  be  acquired  -by 
adding  to  the  mifcries  of  ficknefs,  the  infolence 
of  conjecture,  and  the  treachery  of  hypo- 
thefis. 

I  cannot  difmifs  the  prefent  fubjedl,  in 
which  my  views  have  been  principally  directed 
to  the  avoidable,  and  to  the  remediable  de- 
rangements of  the  body,  without  one  folitary 
glance  at  thofe  derangements  of  the  mind, 
which  no  regimen  can  prevent,  nor  medicine 
cure. 

Hot  climates  adminifter  certain  death  to  a 
"  mind  difeafed  ;"  and  where  there  is  in  the 
"  memory  a  rooted  forrow,"  or  "  written 
M  troubles  of  the  brain."     The  want  of  fleep 

*     in 
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in  the  flighteft  indifpofition,  is  always  alarm- 
ing ;  and  in  the  graver  difeafes,  of  people  who 
have  naturally  much  irritability  of  habit,  or 
fome  grief,  or  anxiety  in  the  mind,  it  is  the 
caufe  of  i'o  great  a  determination  of  blood  to 
the  head,  with  exceflive  action  of  the  arteries 
of  the  brain,  and  fo  much  perturbation  of  the 
animal  fpirits,  that  often  admit  of  no  relief  nor 
compofurc,  but  what  the  unhappy  fufferer, 
after  violent  compulfive  druggies,  phrenzy, 
and  inflammation  of  the  brain,  finds  in  death. 

Sometimes  indeed  he  efcapes  this  fate,  to 
experience  the  miferable  alternative,  of  a  long 
imbecillitv  of  the  faculties  of  the  mind. 

Therefore,  let  not  the  difcontented  in  mind, 
nor  the  broken-hearted,  hope  to  evade  his  cares 
and  troubles,  by  changing  to  thefe  climes  ;  nor 
think  that  any  pafTion  which  has  dormed  the 
bread,  will  abate  its  force  by  diftance. — Noflal- 
gia,  —  that  longing  after  home,  exerts  its  pain- 
ful influence  in  the  remoteft  regions,  and  mag- 
nifies to  danger,  the  mod  trivial  indifpofition 
of  either  body  or  mind,  when  both  are  already 
half  fubdued  by  the  heat  and  dread  of  climate. 
Thofe  whole  happy  days  have  not  yet  been 
clouded  with  misfortunes,  let  them  be  careful 
here,    to  preferve   tranquillity  of  mind,    and 
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watch  with  caution  over  their  paffions. — The 
young  and  inexperienced,  who  have  embarked 
with  the  falfe  notion,  that  fortune  has  heaped 
up  treafure  for  them,  to  be  delivered  out  gratis, 
let  them  alfo  prepare  for  difappointment ;  and 
let  them  avoid,  at  firft  arriving  in  thefe  coun- 
tries, entering  into  any  ferious  engagement, 
or  intricate  concern,  until  they  have  made 
themfelves  acquainted  with  the  genius  of  the 
people,  and  their  local  laws:  for  fear  any 
glittering  allurement  ihould  lead  them  into 
an  inextricable  labyrinth  of  difficulty  and  vex- 
ation, and  confign  them  to  that  country, 
"  from  whofe  bourne  no  traveller  returns." 
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THE  early  part  of  the  Weft-Indian  hiflory 
is  filled  with  melancholy  relations  of 
military  difafters,  arifmg  from  ignorance  of 
the  periodical  changes,  which  the  feafons  un- 
dergo in  tropical  countries.  Yet  it  is  ftrange 
that  thefe  woful  events,  numerous  as  they  have 
been,  have  ferved  for  very  little  more,  than  as 
a  theme  for  public  commentary,  and  private 
lamentation. 

Important  as  the  proper  feafoning  of  troops 
for  fervice  is,    in  thefe  inhofpitable  climes*, 

*  Vide  p.  58,  et  fcq. 
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little  will  that  confideration  avail  to  enterprife, 
where  no  attention  is  paid  to  the  peculiar  ele- 
ments which  in  thefe  regions,  fupporting  but 
a  feeble  foe,  will  defeat  the  ftrongeft  power, 
and  render  the  utmoft  human  force  oppofing, 
Titanic  warfare. 

Currents  in  various  parts  of  the  .ocean,  have 
been  anxioufly  explored  by  navigators ;  but 
the  effects  of  the  various  feafons  in  different 
latitudes,  characteriftic  of  each  climate,  and 
their  difference  from  local  circumftances  in 
fimilar  latitudes,  have  never  been  attended  to 
by  philofophers,  nor  regarded  in  practice,  but 
by  thofe  who  have  fullered  from  their  in- 
fluence. 

In  commercial  voyages,  neceffity  muft  be 
fubmitted  to  ;  but  in  military  expeditions, 
where  the  choice  of  time  and  feafon  is  within 
the  will  of  the  directors  of  the  enterprife,  it  is 
wonderful  that  they  fhould  ever  be  ib  chofen, 
as  to  defeat  the  very  intentions  of  the  under- 
taking. 

The  ruin  of  the  forces  with  Vernon,  and, 
with  them,  the  expedition,  from  the  rainy 
feafon  in  1741  a£Carthagena\  and  the  unhappy. 
Hosier's    unparalleled   (lory  in    1726,    before 

the 
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xXicBa/iimcntos  at  Porto-Bello%  with  feveral  lei's 
momentous  difafters  of  the  fame  nature,  have 
not  operated  like  misfortunes,  to  deter  by  their 
example.  The  former  national  concern,  in 
v  hich  twenty  thoufand  lives  were  loft,  is  more 
remembered  from  the  flagitious  enmity  and 
jcaloufy  between  the  commanders  (circum- 
ftances  notorioufly  difgraceful  to  this  country 
in  every  war),  and  the  latter,  from  the  poli- 
tical treachery  which  expofed  that  miferable 
fleet  to  deftruction,  than  from  the  natural 
caufe,  which  in  both  inftances  made  the 
crimes  of  individuals  fo  expenfive  to  the  na- 
tion, and  fo  calamitous  to  private  families,  by 
the  lofs  of  many  of  their  deareft  friends  and 
relations. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1 780,  an  expe- 
dition was  begun  from  Jamaica,  againft  the 
Spanilh  territories  in  America. 

This  expedition  was  directed  by  General 
Dalling,  at  that  time  Governor  of  Jamaica. 
The  plan,  wherever  it  originated,  was  judi- 
cioufly  defigned,  and  highly  approved  by  Lord 
George  Germain,  then  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  American  department. 

The  intent  was  to  cut  off  the  communica- 
tion of  the  Spaniards,  between  their  Northern 
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and  Southern  American  dominions,  by  El  Rio 
San  Juan,  or,  the  River  Saint  John,  as  it  is 
called  by  us,  and  the  lake  Nicaragua  ;  from 
the  interior  boundary  of  which  to  the  South 
Sea,  is  only  four  or  five  leagues,  through  a 
level  country.  Thus  a  connection  from  the 
Northern  to  the  Southern  Sea,  was  to  have 
been  kept  up  by  us,  a  chain  of  pofts  eftablifhed, 
and  a  communication  opened,  and  protected, 
with  an  extenfive  coaft,  and  all  the  richeft 
provinces  of  South  America. 

Every  perfon  acquainted  with  the  geogra- 
phy of  the  Spaniih  territories,  of  the  defence- 
lefs  ftate  of  this  approach  to  them,  and  of  the 
infurrections  that  then  had  actually  taken 
place  in  Santa  Fe,  Popayan,  and  many  parts 
of  Peru,  formed  the  moil  fanguine  expe£tar 
tions.  Happy  was  every  man  who  had  hopes 
of  bearing  any  part  in  the  enterprife.  Enthu- 
fiafm  never  was  carried  to  greater  height,  than 
by  thofe  who  had  promifed  to  themfelves  the 
glory  of  fhaking  Spain  to  her  foundation.  The 
colours  of  England  were,  in  their  imagination, 
already  even  on  the  walls  of  Lima* 

And  fo  indeed  they  might  have  been,  had 
General  Dalling  met  with  no  obftacles  in 
arranging  the  bufmefs  in  Jamaica,  and  had 

there 
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there  been  no  delay  in  fending  out  the  force 
from  England,  which  did  not  arrive  until  Au- 

gull:,  when  it  ought  to  have  been  on  the  Spaniih 
Main  in  January. 

Here  was  the  origin  of  the  failure  ;  but  even 
this  perplexity  and  difappointment  would  not 
have  defeated  the  expedition,  or  at  leaft  the 
Spaniards  might  have  been  faddled  with  the 
expence  of  it,  if  we  could  only  have  made  a 
lodgment  on  the  Lake,  to  have  kept  open  the 
river  :  which  might  have  been  done,  had  the 
firft  detachment  that  General  Dalling  fent, 
taken  San  Juan  Caftle  in  two  hours,  inftead  of 
fetting  down  formally  before  it  for  eleven  days. 

The  firft  detachment,  confifting  of  about 
two  hundred  men,  from  the  6oth  and  79th 
regiments,  one  hundred  of  the  Loyal  Irifh 
Corps,  and  two  hundred  Jamaican  Volunteers, 
left  Jamaica  under  the  convoy  of  the  Hin- 
chinbrooke,  a  floop  of  war,  on  the  3d  of  Fe- 
bruary, 1780,  and  directed  their  courfe  to  the 
Mufquito  ihore,  to  take  with  them  fome  of 
the  Mufquito  Indians*,  who  were  waiting  for 

their 

*   "  The  Mufquito   Indians,     properly  fo  called,  and  who 
have  been  i'o  juftly  remarkable  for  their   fixed  hereditary  ha- 
tred of  the  Spaniards,    and  attachment  to  us,  were   formerly- 
very 
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their  arrival.  On  the  14th  of  February  they 
arrived  at  Cape  Gratia}  a  Dios  ;  dnembarked, 
and  encamped  about  a  mile  from  the  fea,  on 
Wank's  Savanna,  an  unhealthful  fituation. — 
Here  they  were  joined  by  a  party  of  men  from 
the  79th  regiment,  from  Black  River.  On  the 
10th  of  March  the  troops  re-embarked,   and 

took 

very  numerous ;  but  they  were  much  reduced  fome  years 
ago  by  the  fmall-pox.  Their  prefent  number  is  from  feven 
to  ten  thoufand  fighting  men  j  formed  into  different  tribes, 
"both  by  nature  and  policy.  By  nature,  from  the  general 
diflinftion,  pure  Indians,  and  Samboes  ;  by  policy,  as  living 
and  acting  under  feveral  chieftains,  called  King,  Governor, 
General,  and  Admiral;  each  of  whom  has  a  different  territory, 
and  nearly  independent  jurifdiclion;  though  the  king  has  an 
imperfectly  defined  lupremacy  both  in  power  and  dominion. 

Cfc  The  General's  people  are  Sambces,  and  inhabit  from 
Back  River  to  near  Cape  Gratia*  a  Dios.  The  King's  chief 
refidence  is  about  twelve  leagues  South  of  the  Cape  ;  his 
people  are  all  Samboes,  and  his  immediate  precinct  reaches 
to  the  Cape,  and  runs  far  up  the  country.  The  Governor's 
precinct  joins  to  the  King's,  and  extends  between  twenty  and 
thirty  leagues  to  the  Southward,  till  it  meets  the  Admiral's. 
The  people  under  thefe  two  laft  chieftains  are  pure  Indians. 

"  The  Samboes  are  fuppofed  to  derive  their  origin  from  a 
Guinea  fhip,  in  which  were  feveral  hundreds  of  Negroes, 
being  wrecked  on  the  coatx  above  a  century  ago.  Certain  it 
is,  that  their  hair,  complexion,  features,  and  make,  clearly 
prove  an  African  anceftry  ;  from  which  they  have  alio  in- 
herited fome  of  the  worft  characteristics  of  the  worfr  African 
mind  :  for  they  are  generally  falfe,  deiigntng,  treacherous, 
impudent,  and  revengeful. 

"  The 
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took  their  departure  from  Cape  Gr atlas  a  Dios> 
and  anchored  at  feveral  places  on  the  Mufquito 
(hare,  to  take  up  our  allies,  the  Indians,  who 
were  to  furnifh  proper  hoats  for  the  fervice  of 
the  river,  and  to  proceed  with  them  on  the 
expedition  :  and  on  the  24th  of  March  they 
arrived  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  San  Juan. 

San  Juan  river,  is  the  Northern  branch,  or 
mouth,  of  Lake  Nicaragua,  and  is  fituated  in 
North   latitude    12°,  o',  Weft    longitude  830, 

«'- 

The  heat  of  the  climate  mud  neceflarily  be 
exceffive  ;  and  this  is  augmented,  in  the  courle 
of  the  river,  by  high  woods,  without  fufficient 
intervals,  in  many  places,  to  admit  of  being 
refreflied  by  the  winds. 

"  The  pure  Indion  ,  are  the  Aborigines,  but  fo  called  be- 
cmfe  they  are  free  from  any  mixture  of  Negro  blood  ;  and 
their  general  conduct  gives  a  very  favourable  idea  of  Indian 
nature.  They  are  feldom  guilty  of  any  pofitive  evil,  and 
often  rife  to  pofitive  good,  when  pofitive  good  does  not  re- 
quire much  exertion  of  the  mind.  Their  modefty,  docility, 
good  faith,  difpoluion  to  friendship,  and  gratitude,  ought  to 
engage  the  regard  and  protection  of  all  mankind  ;  for  the 
fame  virtues  that  render  them  amiable,  will  be  likely  hereafter 
to  bring  on  their  deftruition." 

Bryan  Ed.vards. 

The 
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The  river  has  in  its  courfe  many  noifome 
marfties  on  its  fides  ;  and  the  trees  are  fo  thick 
as  to  intercept  the  rays  of  the  fun:  confequent- 
ly,  the  earth  beneath  their  branches  is  covered 
with  rotten  leaves  and  putrid  vegetables. 
Hence  arife  copious  collections  of  foul  vapours, 
which  clog  the  atmofphere.  Thefe  unite  with 
large  clouds,  and  precipitate  in  rains :  the 
rains  are  no  fooner  over  than  the  fun  breaks 
forth,  and  fhines  with  fcorching  heat.  The 
furface  of  the  ground,  in  places  not  covered 
with  trees,  is  fcarcely  dry,  before  the  atmo- 
fphere is  again  loaded  by  another  collection  of 
clouds  and  exhalations,  and  the  fun  is  again 
concealed. 

In  the  rainy  feafons  of  the  year,  months 
fucceffively  pals  away  in  this  fort  of  viciffitude, 
without  the  lead  diminution  of  heat,  excepting 
at  nights,  when  the  air  is  poifoned  by  noxious, 
chilling  dews.  But  fometimes,  during  the 
Periodical  Rains  *,  which  begin  about  the  mid- 
dle of  April,  and  with  uncertain  intervals  of 
dry  weather,  end  late  in  November,  the  tor- 
rents of  water  that  fall,  for  weeks  together, 
are  prodigious,  which  give  the  river  a  tremen- 
dous afpe£t :  and  from  their  fuddennefs   and 

*  Vide  P.  8. 
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impetuofity,  cannot  be  imagined  by  an  Euro- 
pean to  portend  any  thing  but  a  deluge.  This 
burfling  of  the  waters  above,  and  the  raging 
of  the  river  below,  with  the  blacknefs  of  the 
nights,  accompanied  with  horrible  tempefts  of 
lightning  and  thunder,  conftitntc  a  magnifi- 
cent fcene  of  terror,  unknown  but  in  the  tro- 
pic  world. 

Thefe  circumftances  are  not  peculiar  to  this 
diftricl,  but  are  common  to  all  the  interior 
parts  about  Carthagena,  Port-:  Bello%  Chagrey 
the  SpaniJJj  Main,  and  the  Mufquito  fhore. 

The  amazing  quantity  of  water  that  falls  on 
the  North  and  Ealt  fides  of  the  Cordelier  as  and 
Andes,  is  evident  from  the  immenfe  rivers  that 
empty  themfelves  into  the  Northern  ocean, 
from  the  river  Amazon  to  the  river  Mijjijippi : 
and  the  great  drynefs  of  the  countries  on  the 
oppofite  fide  of  thofe  mountains  is  alio  evident, 
from  the  fmallnefs  of  the  rivers  that  empty 
themfelves  into  the  Southern  ocean. 

In  the  country  of  Peru,  on  the  South  of  the 
Equator,  though  there  are  great  fogs,  and 
thick  mills,  or  garuas,  as  they  are  called,  du-^ 
ring  their  winter,  which  is  from  the  latter  end 
of  June  until  the   beginning  of  December,  it 

never 
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never  rains  along  the   coaft,  within  fifteen  or 
twenty  leagues  of  the  fea. 

Of  the  little  army  deftined  for  the  San  Juan 
expedition,  after  fome  delay  at  the  mouth  of 
the  river,  two  hundred  regulars,  with  ammu- 
nition and  ftores,  proceeded  up  the  river,  with 
the  Indians,  in  their  feveral  crafts.  It  being 
now  near  the  end  of  the  dry  feafon,  the  river 
contained  very  little  water,  and  the  lTioals  and 
fandy  beaches  rendered  the  paffage  difficult. 
The  men  were  frequently  obliged  to  quit  their 
boats,  and  unite  their  exertions  to  get  them 
through  fome  lhallow  channels.  This  labour 
continued  for  feveral  days  after  they  left  the 
mouth  of  the  river,  until  they  arrived  in 
deeper  water  : — then  they  made  a  quicker  pro- 
grefs.  However,  they  met  with  many  ob- 
ilacles  by  currents,  and  occafional  rapids,  or 
falls,  which  would  have  been  infurmountable 
but  for  the  (kill  of  the  Indians,  in  managing 
the  boats  on  thofe  occafions. 

On  the  9th  of  April  this  advanced  party  ar- 
rived at  a  little  ifiand  up  the  river,  called  Saint 
Bartholomew,  which  they  took,  after  recei- 
ving a  few  lhot  from  the  enemy,  by  which  two 
men  were  wounded.  This  ifiand  was  occu- 
pied by  the  Spaniards  as  a  look-out,  and  was 

defended 


IN      THE      WEST-INDIES.  1 43 

defended  by  fixteen  or  eighteen  men,  in  a 
{mall  femi-circular  battery,  of  nine  or  ten 
1\\  ivels. 

On  the  1  ith  of  April  the  troops  arrived  be- 
fore the  cattle  of  San  Juan,  and  on  the  15th 
the  fiege  commenced.  The  ammunition  and 
(lores  were  landed  two  or  three  miles  below 
the  caftle,  and  transported  through  the  back 
woods  to  the  place  where  the  attack  began. 

San  Juan  caftle  is  fituated  fixty-nine  miles 
up  the  river,  from  the  mouth,  and  thirty-two 
from  the  lake  of  Nicaragua  ;  and  is  a  naviga- 
tion of  nine  days,  but  for  loaded  boats  much 
longer,  from  the  harbour  up  to  it.  The  re- 
turn from  it  down  by  the  current,  is  made  in 
a  day  and  half. 

On  the  24th  of  April  the  caftle  furrendered. 
During  the  fiege  two  or  three  men  were  killed, 
and  nine  or  ten  wounded. 

But  here  the  tragedy  begins  ;  and  the  belt 
concerted  and  mod  important  enterprife  that 
had  been  conceived  during  the  war,  was  to- 
ta  ly  defeated,  and  a  confiderable  national  ex- 
pence  and  mortality  incurred,  only  to  increafe 
thejealoufy  of  the  Spaniards,  and  their  info- 

lencc 
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lence  to  our  countrymen,  which  has  ever  been 
without  example  among  civilized  nations. 

From  the  unfortunate  delay  before  the 
caftle,  which  furrendered  when  it  was  fum- 
moned,  the  feafon  for  the  Spring  periodical 
rains,  with  their  concomitant  difeafes,  was  now 
advanced  ;  and  the  little  army  had  loft  the 
opportunity  of  pufhing  rapidly  on,  out  of 
thefe  horrid  woods  *,  by  which  they  were  en- 
vironed,   to   the  dry,    pleafant,  and  healthful 

plains 

*  In  thefe  woods  there  are  a  multitude  of  antelopes, 
monkeys,  parrots,  tigers,  and  deadly  venomous  ferpents. 
Vide  p.  30. 

In  the  march  to  the  caftle,  as  an  advanced  party  under  the 
command  of  Captain  Bulkclcy^  an  officer  of  diftinguifhed 
merit,  of  the  79th  regiment  (to  whom  I  am  indebted  for 
this,  and  many  particulars  of  the  expedition),  one  evening 
were  making  fires,  and  preparing  to  refrefh  and  reft  them- 
felves,  a  foldier  having  retired  a  little  way  from  the  reft,  a 
tiger  came  behind  him,  and  ftruck  him  on  the  back  with  his 
paw,  and  jumped  on  him.  The  man  inftantly  ftarted  up, 
difentangled  himfelf,  and  ran  to  his  companions,  frightened 
almoft  to  death,  with  the  tiger  after  him.  The  man  fell 
down,  and  the  tiger  plunged  headlong  among  the  men, 
miffed  the  one  he  was  purfuing,  and  caught  another  by  the 
neck,  tore  his  clothes,  and  hurt  his  face  ;  but  without  doing 
any  farther  mifchief,  and  from  the  noife  and  confufion  of 
the  whole  party,  he  fled  away.  From  thefe  he  ran  to  a  party 
of  Indians  who  were  accompanying  them,  and  were  now  rett- 
ing at  fome  little  diftance ;  but  the  Indians  feeing  him  ap- 
proach 
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;is,  and   agreeable  to\yns  of   Grenada  and 

Leon,  near  the  lake,   in   the  province  or*  Nica- 
ragua, which,  from  its  falubrity  and  fituation, 
isjultly    termed   by  the  Spaniards,  Mahomet's 
Paradife  ;  and  where  they   might   have  main- 
tained   themfelves,    with     the     reinforcement 
which   followed   them  from  Jamaica  on   the 
10th    of  April,  until  the  feafons  would  have 
permitted  farther  reinforcement,  and  the  com- 
pletion of  a   glorious  enterprife  ; — for  the  na- 
tives of  the  country  wTere  ready  to  revolt,  and 
waited  but  for  a  profpect  of  fuccefs.     But  here 
they  were  fruit  up  in  the  caftle,  as  foon  as  they 
were   in    poffefiion  of    it.      The   troops    and 
Indians  were  attacked  with  fluxes  and  inter- 
mittents,  and  in  want  of  almoft  every  neceffary, 
though    the  expedition   was   amply    provided 
for  by  General  Dalling  ;  but  the  river  was 
become  fo  fwoln  and  rapid  by  the  rains,  that 
the  navigation  from   the  harbour,  where  the 
provifions  and  ftores  wTere,  was  tedious,  and 
almoft   impracticable.     Here   the   troops    de- 
ferted  by  thofe  Indians  who  had   not  already 
periihed,  languifhed  in  the  extremeft  mifery, 
and   gradually   mouldered    away,    until    there 

proach,  made  a  great  howling,  which  is  alwavs  their  ciiftom, 
and  frightened  the  tiger  away.  He  muft  have  been  much 
prefTcd  with  hunger,  not  being  firft  attacked,  to  puriue  a  man 
where  there  were  fires,  and  a  multitude  of  peoph*. 

L  was 
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was  not  fufficient  ftrength  alive  to  attend  the 
lick,  nor  to  burv  the  dead. 

Thus  reduced,  in  the  month  of  September 
they  were  obliged  to  abandon  their  flattering 
conqueft,  and  return  to  the  harbour,  leaving  a 
few  men  behind  who  were  the  moft  likely  to 
live,  to  keep  poffeffion  of  the  caftle,  if  poffible, 
until  farther  orders  fhould  be  received  from 
Jamaica. 

The  Spaniards  retook  the  caftle  as  foon  as 
the  feafon  permitted,  and,  with  it,  thofe  who 
had  not  ftrength  enough  to  make  their  efcape. 

The  crews  of  the  veffels  and  tranfports  that 
convoyed  and  carried  the  troops,  fuffered  con- 
siderably by  difeafes  which  the  feafon  pro- 
duced, while  lying  on  the  coaft :  and  about  a 
thoufandfeamen  loft  their  lives. 

Of  about  1800  people  who  were  fent  to- 
different  pofts,  at  different  embarkations,  to 
connect  and  form  the  various  dependencies  of 
this  expedition,  none  of  the  Europeans  re- 
tained their  health  above  fixteen  days,  and  not 
more  than  380  ever  returned  ;  and  thofe,. 
chiefly,  in  a  miferable  condition.  It  was  other- 
wife  with  the   negroes  who  were  employed  oa 

tfril 
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this  occafion  ;  a  very  few  of  them  were  ill,  and 
the  remainder  bf  them  returned  to  Jamaica  in 
as  good  health  as  they  went  from  it  *.  Of 
the  officers  who  periihed,  the  following  is 
nearly  an  accurate  account. 


6o/Z>  Regiment* 

Lieutenants 

5 

Lieutenants 

3 

Enfign 

1 

Enfigns 

0 

Black  Reg.Volunteers. 

J<)t/j  Regiment. 
Major 

1 

Captain 
Lieutenants 

1 

Captain 
Lieutenants 

1 

5 

Armed  Fejfels. 
Captains              z 

Enfigns 

Royal  Irijh  Corps. 
Captains 
Jamaican  Volunteers 
Captains 
Lieutenants 

3 

2 

4 

4 

Artillery. 
Lieutenant 
Commiffary 

Navy. 
Captain 
Lieutenant 

1 
1 

1 

1 

Enfign 

1 

Matters 

z 

Quarter  Matter 

1 

Marines. 

Legion  Corps. 
Captain 
Lieutenants 

1 

5 

Lieutenants         2 
Surgeons             4 
Surgeons  Mates  7 

Batteaux  Corps. 
Lieut.  Colonel 

1 

Total 

69 

Captains                  3 

*  It   was    the  fame  at  the  taking   of   Fort  Omoa  from  the 
Spaniards.     On  that  expedition,  half  of  the  Europeans  who 
landed,  died  in  fix  weeks.     But  very   few  negroes  ;  and  not 
one,  of  2CO,    that  were  Arrican   born.     The  CxtoU  negroes 
did  not  bear  hardships  fo  well. 

L  2 


The 
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The  furvivors  of  the  party,  after  they  left 
San  Juan  caftle,  embarked  for  Blue-Fields,  an 
Engliili  fettlement  about  fixty  miles  to  the 
north  of  Saint  John's  river,  where  moft  of 
them  died. 


SECT. 
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SECT.  II. 


I  HAVE  related  more  of  the  San  Juan  expe- 
dition, and  its  confequences,  than  I  fhould 
have  done,  had  it  not  formed  part  of  the 
bufinefs  of  a  campaign  in  which  I  was 
employed  ;  befides  conftituting  the  mod  ftri- 
king  example  to  be  found  in  hiftory,  of  the  ill 
effects  of  expofing  men  to  the  rigour  of  the 
wet  feafons  in  hot  climates.  I  have  fuppreffed 
much  more  of  this  expedition,  as  irrelative  to 
medicinal  hiftory  ;  not  for  want  of  authentic 
materials,  nor  for  want  of  difapprobation  of 
many  circumftances  w^ith  w^hich  it  was  con* 
necled.  But  as  the  failure  of  that  undertaking 
has  been  buried,  with  many  of  its  kindred,  in 
the  filent  tomb  of  government,  I  hope  I  have 
not  diflurbed  its  repofe,  but  for  the  benefit  of 
mankind  ;  in  which,  I  have  omitted  all  re- 
lations concerning  individuals,  and  elucida- 
tions which  might  gratify  that  power,  at  whofe 
debafement  the  blow  was  wifely  meditated,  and 
ought  to  have  been  effectually  applied. 


L3  If 
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If  Spain  could  fo  eafily  reconcile  to  herfelf 
breaking  the  peace  with  England,  without 
provocation,  for  the  lad  war,  and  to  affift  in 
eftablifhing  an  example,  and  power,  for  her 
own  deftruction,  however  defe£tive  fhe  might 
have  been  in  political  fagacity,  fhe  has  but 
done  that  moral  juftice  to  herfelf,  that  the 
world  in  general  has  long  thought  to  be  her 
due.  For  furely  if  the  vengeance  of  offended 
morality  fnould  ever  be  awakened  to  punifh 
empires,  Spain  will  be  torn  from  her  foun- 
dation, to  expiate  the  horrid  facrilege  fhe  has 
committed,  in  dishonouring  the  name  of  Ggd, 
and  making  religion  wade  through  torrents  of 
innocent  blood,  and  fa  notify  the  murder  of 
twenty  millions  of  Indians, 

From  the  revolutions  which  have  already 
happened,  and  the  natural  and  political  caufes 
which  ftill  muft  operate,  it  requires  no  great 
divination  to  foretel,  that  this  expedition  wiU 
not  be  the  laft  ;  and  that  they  may  be  at- 
tended with  fuccefs,  I  have  eftablifhed  a 
beacon,  to  fhew  where  the  dangers  lie, 
to  which  thofe  muft  expofe  themfelves,  who 
undertake  enterprifes  againft  countries  at  fea- 
fons  of  the  year,  when  the  elements  fight, 
for  them,  and  render   them   impregnable, 

£  Spain, 
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Spain,  in  her  American  dominions,  has 
long  exulted  in  their  fecurity,  which  the  dif- 
tance  from  European  powrers  has  given  them, 
and  in  the  fecrecy  in  which  lhe  has  kept  the 
knowledge  of  thofe  dominions,  bv  fallacious 
hiftories,  and  fuffering  none  to  enter  their 
ports,  nor  to  have  communication  With  her 
fubje&s.  But  inducement  will  ever  remain  to 
encourage  an  invafion  of  many  of  the  Nor- 
thern parts  of  thofe  countries  ;  for,  the  fame 
caufe  which  makes  an  enterprife  perilous  to 
the  affailants,  will  ever  operate  to  expofe  thofe 
places  to  infults  from  their  enemies. 

The  depopulation  of  many  of  the  Northern 
and  Eafiern  frontier  garrifons,  from  the  de- 
ftruclivenefs  of  the  climate,  frequently  leaves 
them  without  a  fufficient  number  of  people  in 
health  to  attend  the  fick,  before  they  are  re- 
lieved. The  complement  of  troops  allotted 
for  the  defence  of  each  place,  is  generally  cut 
off  by  death  every  three  years  ;  and  the  inte- 
rior countries  are  conftantly  drained  to  fupply 
this  amazing  w^afte  of  human  beings.  The  go- 
vernors accept  their  appointments  with  af- 
furance,  if  they  furvive,  of  promotion  in 
healthful  provinces. 

L  4  When 
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When  it  will  be  the  fate  of  thofe  countries 
to  raife  up  a  friend,  and  experience  a  reverfe 
of  fortune,  by  revolution,  or  how  long  they 
will  remain  objefts  of  plunder  and  flavery, 
time  muft  difcoyer. 

Should  other  nations  *  turn  from  this  vul- 
nerable part  of  the  Spanifh  monarchy,  I  think 
the  Nprth  Americans  will  not.  That  nation, 
fpirited  and  enterprifmg,  without  mines,  with- 
out money,  and  without  external  commerce, 
will  not  long  remain  a  race  of  farmers,  and  be 
fatisfied  with  virtuous  poverty,  when  the  means 

*  The  Englifh    territories,    from   their  contiguity,    and 
fuppoited    by    Jamaica,    had   every   advantage     for    attack- 
ing    the    Spanifh    dominions.         Thefe    territories     com- 
menced   at  Cape  Catouche,   N.  Lat.  21°,    ^o/,  W.  Long.   88, 
and    ended    at    Sun  Juan  River,  N.  Lat.  12°,  O/,   W.    Long. 
83%  45',  including  the  two  diflricls  of  the  Bay  of  Honduras, 
and  the  Mufquito   Shore.     The  Bay  cf  Honduras  commences 
at  Cape  Catmch?,    and  ends  at  Cape  Honduras.     The  Afufquito 
Shore  commences    at  Cape  Honduras,  and  ends    at  San  Juan 
River.     The  internal  boundary  and  extent  of  the  Mufquito 
fhore  it  is  difficult  to  afcertain  ;  as  we  derived  our  right  from 
the  cemons  of  the  Indians,  our  limits  were  as   indefinite  as 
theirs.  And  if  the  diftant  mountains  which  bound  the  Spanifh 
territories    behind,  be  confidered  as  the  inland  line,  we  pof- 
felTed  a  country  there,  more  than  half  as  large  as  Portugal. 
The  three  principal  fettlements  are  at  Stack  River,  Cape  Gra- 
lias  a  Dies,  and  Bluc-f.eldu 

of 
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of  enriching  and  aggrandifing  thcmfelvcs  and 
their  country  are  within  their  reach.  It  is  not 
ia  nature  to  ftifle  thole  ftruggles  of  tempta- 
tion, in  which  national  policy  and  individual 
intereft,  are  fo  ftrongly  united. 

Befides,  extinguifhing  European  tyranny 
in  the  weftern  hemifphere,  is  a  debt  which 
North  America  owes  to  the  world.  It  is  an 
Undertaking  worthy  the  fpirit  of  that  republic. 

All  commercial  nations  would  derive  ad- 
vantage from  this  event ;  and  it  is  the  only 
fource  North  America  can  ever  have,  when 
population  has  increafed,  beyond  cultivation, 
to  arts  and  manufactures,  for  the  influx  of 
gold  and  filver  into  her  country. 

Whenever  America  embarks  in  this  bufinefs, 
the  power  of  Spain  cannot  prevent  her  final 
diffolution  in  the  Weftern  world.  The  Flo* 
ridas,  which  the  Spaniards  fecured  after  the 
war,  through  jealoufy  and  fear,  will  be  no  bar- 
rier againft  the  North-Americans.  They  will 
not  make  a  circuitous  attack  through  thofe 
countries  on  Mexico  ;  nor  march  through  de- 
ferts  and  wildernefles,  to  lay  down  their  arm*. 
to  the  firft  oppofers, 

Every 
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Every  man  in  North-America  is  by  nature  a 
General,  for  fuch  an  enterprife  as  this  ;  where 
rapidity  and  furprife  infure  fuccefs,  and  re- 
gular encampment,  approach  and  fight,  de- 
feat :  and  where  Homerian  wiles  and  ftrata-. 
gem  are  more  requifite,  than  the  ceremonious 
courage,  and  expenfive  formalities,  of  Euro- 
pean warfare. — It  was  thus  that  Cortez*  and 
Pizarro  enflaved  thofe  countries  :  and  it  was 
thus  that  the  renowned  buccaneer,  Henry 
Morgan,  performed  his  various  exploits  there, 
againft  the  Spaniards. 

When  one  furveys  the  terraqueous  globe, 
and  refleils  on  its  unjuft  participation ;  when 
one  fees  what  a  fmail  number  of  inhabitants, 
with  induftry  and  good  laws,  make  of  rocks, 
fwamps,  and  deferts,  and  that  floth  and  ty- 
ranny turn  to  no  account  millions  of  human 
beings,  and  millions  of  acres,  in  the  fineft  and 
moft  fertile  regions  of  the  earth  ; — when  one 
reads  the  hiftory  of  the  Spaniards,  there   is  an 

*  Cor VBZ  left  the  Havannah  for  the  conqueft  of  Mexico, 
on  the  ioth  of  February,  1519  ;  murdered  all  the  Indians 
before  him,  excepting  one  tribe  or  two  of  parricides  which 
afiiiled  him  ;  entered  Mexico  on  the  8th  of  November,  and 
foon  after  had  Montezuma  in  fetters  in  his  own  houfe.  This 
was  indeed  expedition. 

holy 
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holy  zeal  that  inflames  the  heart  \fith  the 
fpirit  of  retribution,  for  the  immenfc  depre- 
dations which  they  have  committed  on  the 
works  of  nature,  to  obtain  their  Mexican  and 
Peruvian  dominions,  and  for  the  uies  they 
have  fince  made  of  thofe  ill-gotten,  but  inefti- 
mable  poflefiions. 

Wafer,  an  Englifh   furgeon,  fays,  he  and 

fome  others  landed  at  Vermejo,    in  Peru,    in. 

1687,  and   marched    about    four  miles  up  a 

fandy  bay  :   "  all  which,"  he  fays,  "  we  found 

"  covered   with   the  bodies  of  men,   women, 

"  and    children,  which   lay   fo  thick,  that  a 

"  man  might,  if  he  would,  have  walked  half 

"  a  mile,   and  [never  trod  a  ftep  off  a  dead 

"  human  body.     Thefe  bodies,  to  appearance, 

"  feemed  as  if  they  had  not  been  above  a  week 

"  dead  ;  but  if  you  handled  them,  they  proved 

V  as  dry  and  light   as    a    fponge,  or  piece  of 

"  cork.     After  we  had  been  fome  time  alhore, 

"  we  efpied  a  fmoke,  and  making  up  to  it, 

"  found   an  old  man,  a  Spanifh  Indian,  who 

M  was  ranging  along  the  fea  fide,  to  find  fome 

"  dried  fea  weeds,  to  drefs  fome   fifh,  which 

ll  his  company   had  caught  ;  for  he  belonged 

"  to  a  f:ihi:ig-boat  hard-by.     We  afked   him 

ic  many  questions,  in  Spanifh,  about  the  place, 

**  and  how  thofe  dead  bodies  came  there  ?  To 

«  which 
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which  he  returned  for  anfwer,  that  in  his 
father's  time  the  foil  there,  which  now 
yielded  nothing,  was'green,  well  cultivated, 
**  and  fruitful.  That  the  city  of  Wormia  had 
"  been  well  inhabited  by  Indians;  and  that 
ci  they  were  fo  numerous,  that  they  could  have 
"  handed  a  fifb,  from  hand  to  hand,  twenty 
"  leagues  from  the  fea,  until  it  had  come  to 
"  the  Inca's  hands  :  and  that  the  reafon 
"  of  thofe  dead  bodies  was,  that  when  the 
*J  Spaniards  came  and  blocked  up,  and  laid 
*  fiege  to  the  city,  the  Indians,  rather  than 
"  lie  at  the  Spaniards  mercy,  dug  holes 
"  in  the  fand,  and  buried  themfelves  alive. 
u  The  men,  as  they  now  lie,  have  with  them 
"  their  broken  bows,  and  the  women  their 
"  fpinning  wheels  and  diftaffs,  with  cotton 
"  yarn  upon  them*." 

Frezier,  a  French  voyager,  who  was  alfo 
in  Peru,  in  171 2,  confirms  the  fame  account: 
He  fays,  "  The  vale  of  Hi/o,  in  which  there 
"  are  not,  at  prefent,  above  three  or  four 
"  farms,  formerly  maintained  an  Indian  town, 
"  the  remains  of  which  areftill  to  be  feen,  two 
"  leagues  from  the  fea  ;  a  difmal  effeft  of  the 
"  ravages  the  Spaniards  have  made  among 
"  the  Indians. 

♦Voyage  and  Defcription  of  the  Ifthmus  of  America. 

"  There 
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"  There  are  ftill  more  moving  marks  of  the 
misfortunes  of  that  poor  nation,  near  Arica, 
above  the  church  of  Hilo,  and  all  along  the 
fhore  as  far  as  the  point  of  Coles,  being  an 
infinite  number  of  tombs,  that  when  they 
dig  at  this  very  time,  they  find  bodies  almofl 
intire,  with  their  clothes,  and  very  often 
gold  and  filver  veflels.  Thofe  I  have  fecn. 
are  dug  in  the  fand  the  depth  of  a  man,  and 
inclofed  with  a  wall  of  dry  ftone  ;  they  arc 
covered  with  wattles  and  canes,  on  which 
there  is  a  bed  or  layer  of  earth,  and  fand 
laid  over,  that  the  place  where  they  were 
might  not  be,  obferved.  They  were  fo  terri- 
fied, that  they  thought  they  muft  all  die, 
when  they  were  informed,  that  the  Spa- 
niards had  not  fpared  even  their  beloved 
Atabalipa,  who  among  them  was  looked 
upon  as  the  offspring  of  the  fun,  which 
they  worfhipped.  Therefore,  to  efcape  out 
of  their  hands,  they  fled  as  far  as  they  could 
Weftward,  to  implore  the  mercy  of  the  fua; 
but  being  flopped  by  the  fea,  they  buried 
"  themfelves  alive  on  the  edge  of  it  *.V 

**  Relation  du  Voyage  de  la  Mer  du  Sud,  p.  160. 
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But  even  Spanifh  inquifitorial  policy  itfelf, 
which  has  fo  often  found  annihilation  a  ihorter 
road  than  converfion,  cannot  extinguifh  the 
eternal  flame  of  local  patriotifm. — This, 
the  only  guardian  of  the  houfehold  gods, 
in  every  country,  is  as  dear  to  mankind  as 
their  facred  altars,  and  is  venerated  in  every 
clime. 

The  defcendants  of  Europeans,  natives  of 
Spanifh  America,  feel  that  attachment  to  their 
foil,  which  nature  has  planted  in  every  being  ; 
and  do  not  fubmit  to  accumulated  impofts, 
and  groan  beneath  the  infolence  of  office, 
and  fee  the  mortifying  diftin6lions,  that 
neither  place  of  truft,  nor  honour,  is  re- 
pofed  in  any  hands  but  European  Spaniards, 
without  the  moft  pungent  indignation,  that 
lhakes    even  the  prejudices   of  religion. 

As  to  the  Indians,  cultivation  and  induftry 
are  carried  no  further  by  them,  than  is  necef- 
fary  for  their  exiftence.  The  Governors  are 
not  the  only  people  that  take  upon  them  to 
pillage  the  Indians  ;  the  merchants,  and  other 
Spaniards  who  travel,  take  boldly  from  them 
whatever  they  want ;  and  if  the  owners  dare  to 

fpeak 
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fpeak  a  word,  they  are  paid  with  blows  :  {b 
that  in  many  places  thofe  people,  being  worn 
out  with  fuch  vexations,  keep  nothing  in  their 
houles,  not  even  to  cat.  They  fow  no  more 
Indian  corn,  than  is  requifite  for  tl  e 
family,  aad  hide  in  fome  caves  the  quantity 
they  know,  by  experience,  they  (hall  have  oc- 
cafion  for  through  the  year.  They  divide  it 
into  fifty-two  parts,  one  for  every  week  in  the 
year  ;  and  the  father  and  the  mother,  who 
ulone  know  the  fecret,  go  every  week  to  bring 
out  a  week's  allowance. 

Thefe  people  being  driven  to  defpair,  by 
the  hardnefs  of  Spaniili  ufage,  there  is  no 
doubt,  as  Frezier  fays,  but  they  only  wifh  for 
an  opportunity  to  lhake  it  off.  But  even  in 
this  wretched  condition  the  Spaniards  have 
never  been  able  to  ftifle  their  idolatry,  for  the 
memory  of  their  beloved  Incas. 

All  the  circumftances  of  the  death  of  Ata* 
balipa,  the  laft  of  the  Incas,  whom  Franch 
Pizarro  caufed  to  be  murdered,  are  well 
known. 

The  love  they  bore  their  native  chiefs,  whom 
they  confidered   as   tender  parents,    in   their 

golden 
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golden  days  of  liberty,  makes  them  ftill  figh 
for  a  return  of  thofe  times,  of  which  tradi- 
tions have  been  handed  down  to  them  by  their 
anceftors.  In  moft  of  the  great  towns  of  Peruf 
up  the  country,  they  revive  the  memory  of  the 
death  of  Ataballpa,  by  a  fort  of  tragedy  they 
aft  in  the  ftreets,  on  a  certain  day  once  a  year* 
Endeavours  are  conftantly  ufed  by  the  Spa- 
niards to  fupprefs  this  ceremony,  and  they  have 
of  late  years  debarred  them  the  ufe  of  ftages, 
on  which  they  reprefented  the  death  of  that 
hica* 

In  a  country  thus  prepared,  though  plunder 
and  rapine  might  meet  writh  oppofition,  fhould 
a  wrell-concerted  plan,  by  any  foreign  power, 
ever  be  adopted  to  give  it  afiiltance,  there  will 
fce  no  difficulty  in  liberating  the  inhabitants* 
and  eftabliihing  fome  equitable  government* 
under  which  the  natives,  and  other  inhabitants, 
may  live  in  happinefs,  and  have  a  free 
and  commercial  intercourfe  with  other  parts 
of  the  world,  and  enjoy  the  fruits  of  their 
induftry,  and  thofe  bleffings,  which  nature 
has  there  abundantly  diftributed,  and  which 
ought  to  be  converted  to  the  benefit  of  man- 
kind. 

The 
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The  Mexicans  will  not  be  behind-hand  : 
their  injuries  are  deeply  engraved.  The  Indians 
there  alio,  have  faithfully  recorded  a  com- 
prehenfive  defcription  of  the  vaft  (laughter  of 
their  countrymen,  in  the  i\  .  rfion  of  their 
freedom  ;  and  of  the  impious  -nurder  of  Mon- 
tezuma,  by  the  treacherous  Cortez,  in  his  own 
hofpitable  maniion. 


M  SECT. 
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SECT.  Ill, 


^T^HE  force  that  had  been  long  expected, 
■*■  and  that  was  to  have  given  effect  to  the 
San  Juan  expedition,  arrived  in  Jamaica  on 
the  firft  of  Auguft,  1780;  and  after  having 
been  embarked  many  months  too  late  for  the 
campaign  for  which  it  was  deftined,  it  was 
afterwards  delayed  by  a  fix  months  paffage 
from  England,  by  contrary  winds. 

The  85th,  92d,  93d,  and  94th  regiments, 
under  the  command  of  General  Garth,  an 
approved  good  officer,  conftituted  this  force. 
The  93d  and  94th,  on  their  arrival,  were  in 
a  miferable  condition :  the  former  brought 
the  gaol-diftemper,  from  England,  and  on 
the  voyage  moft  of  thofe  who  did  not  perifh, 
were  fo  reduced,  as  to  be  unable  to  Hand  the 
climate,  or  to  bear  the  inconveniences  to 
which  they  were  expofed,  and  almoft  all  of 
them  died  in  Jamaica. 

The  firft  battalion  of  the  60th,  and  the  79th 
and  88th  regiments,  were  already  in  the  iiland. 

The 
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The  above  force,  with  the  Loyal  Irilh,  and 
ral  irregular  corps,  with  armed  boats  for 
the  fervice  of  the  Lake  Nicaragua,  was  thought 
fully  adequate  to  the  undertaking,  had  it  been 
affembled  in  time  to  have  embarked  from  Ja- 
maica at  a  proper  feafon  of  the  year,  to  have 
puihed  their  conqueft  until  they  had  fecured  a 
permanent  lodgement  in  the  heart  of  the  Spa- 
nilh  dominions. 

But  if  thofe  people  who  remained  in  pol- 
feffion  of  San  Juan  caftle,  had  been  able  to 
keep  it  until  the  feafon  for  fending  reinforce- 
ment arrived,  the  enterprise  had  now  new  dif- 
ficulties to  encounter  ;  for  the  Spaniards  had 
employed  all  their  ftrength  to  fortify  the  en- 
trance of  the  lake  above  the  Caftle,  which  at 
firft  was  in  a  manner  defencelefs.  But  after 
the  account  arrived  of  the  fate  of  thofe  who 
began  the  bufmefs,  and  that  the  Caftle  was 
again  in  the  hands  of  the  Spaniards,  all  farther 
idea  of  expedition  was  abandoned. 

On  the  difembarkation  of  thefe  troops  in 
Jamaica,  the  flank  companies  of  each  regi- 
ment encamped  at  Cajiile  Fort,  and  afterwards 
at  Up  Park,  where  they  were  joined  by  the  flank 
companies  of  the  6oth,  79th,  and  88th  regi- 
ments. 

M  2  The 
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The  encampment  continued  during  the 
months  of  Auguft,  September,  October,  and 
November  ;  in  which  months  it  rained  at  dif- 
ferent times,  confiderablyy  on  twenty-eight 
days.  Encamping  at  this  feafon  of  the  year, 
in  that  iffand,  the  moft  unhealthful,  it  is  not 
to  be  iuppofed  was  a  matter  of  defign.  There 
were  no  barracks  to  receive  the  troops,  and  it 
was  a  matter  of  neceffity.  Two  temporary 
barracks  were  caufed  to  be  erected,  through 
the  good  fenfe  and  vigilance  of  General 
Garth,  at  Up  Park,  a3  foon  as  poflible  after 
their  arrival  ;  in  which  as  many  men  as  they 
could  contain  were  placed.  But  more  of  the 
men  might  have  been  better  accommodated, 
if  fome  difficulties  had  been  removed,  that  the 
jud  cious  propofal  made  by  Major  Richari> 
Crewe,  who  commanded  the  light  compa- 
nies, might  have  been  adopted  ;  which  was 
to  occupy,  as  barracks,  the  empty  houfes  in 
the  town  of  Kingfton.  That  excellent  officer 
wifely  confidered,  that  health  in  hot  climates 
was  not  eafily  to  be  recruited,  and  that  keep- 
ing the  men  together  was  of  little  utility,  where 
rigid  difcipline  was  imprafticable. 

I  was  then  Surgeon-General  of  the  ifland. 
The  care  of  the  camp-hofpitals  devolved  on 

me. 
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me.  In  an  encampment,  cirenmftanced  as 
this  was,  when  the  clays  were  fuffbeatingly  hot, 
from  the  irregularity  and  deficiency  of  the  fea- 
breeze,  at  this  feafon  of  the  year, — \\hen«the 
nights  were  cold,  on  account  of  the  land-wind, 
— expofed  to  the  autumnal  rains  ;  the  men 
lying  on  the  ground  ;  their  tents  not  fufficient 
to  defend  them  either  from  the  intenfe  heat  of 
the  fun,  or  from  the  coldnefs  of  the  night,  or 
from  the  rain  ;  health  was  not  to  be  expected  ; 
it  was  impoflible  to  be,  there. 

It  may  be  eafily  imagined  that  our  camp-hof- 
pitals  were  foon  crowded.  Raw  European 
troops  expofed  in  fuch  a  climate,  to  all  its 
inconveniences,  muft  fuffer  in  the  mod  fevere 
manner  ;  and  of  this  fmall  body  of  men  of  the 
flank  companies,  by  the  12th  of  September, 
wc  had  in  Cafiile  Hofpital  109,  in  Rock-Fort 
Hofpital  88,  aud  in  Up  Park  Hofpital  70,  in  all 
267,  chiefly  of  Fluxes,  Bilious,  and  Remittent 
Fevers. 

Our  hofpitals  at  Cajlle  Fort  and  Up  Park 
were  fmall  boarded  buildings  ;  and  confc- 
quently  extremely  hot,  crowded,  and  unclean. 
Rock-Fort  barrack  was  chiefly  ufed  as  a  conva- 
lefcent  hofpital ;  which,  notwithftanding  its 
iinhealthfui   fituation,  we  were  obliged  to  oc- 
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cupy  for  want  of  a  more  proper  place.  Here 
the  men,  inftead  of  recovering,  iuffered  re- 
lapfes,  and  were  harraffed  with  intermittent 
fevers,  and  chronical  diarrhoeas,  after  the 
removal  of  their  primary  difeafes,  in  the  other 
hofpitals. 

As  the  reftoring  foldiers  fpeedily  to  health  is 
of  the  firft  confequence,  in  climates  where  a 
ihort  illnefs  renders  them  ufelefs — where  their 
places  cannot  be  fupplied,  and  where  difeafes 
are  inevitable, — convenient  and  proper  hofpitals 
are  of  the  utmoft  importance  :  and  in  all  cafes 
where  a  great  number  of  fick  are  collected  to- 
gether, the  fituation,  as  well  as  the  conftruc- 
tion  of  an  hofpital,  requires  confideration. 

An  hofpital  fhould  be  not  only  fituated  on 
an  healthful  fpot,  but  in  the  vicinity  of  a  mar- 
ket ;  where  good  water,  wood,  and  every  ne- 
ceffary  can  be  fupplied  without  fatigue,  delay, 
or  trouble.  The  evils  arifing  from  the  reverfe 
of  this,  require  no  animadverfion.  Let  us 
confider  the  evils  attending  the  improper  con- 
ftrudtion  of  hofpitals  in  hot  climates.  Inftead 
of  their  being  lofty  and  fpacious,  and  built  in 
the  manner  I  have  defcribed  in  the  preceding 
differtation  *,  we  find  a  contrary  mode  adopted 
*  Pages  S3>  54>  a^d  55. 

in 
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in  all  the  military  hofpitals  in  the  Weft-Indies  ; 

and  it  is  generally  thought  fufficient  to  have  a 
multitude  of  doors  and  windows,  in  all  places 
appropriated  for  the  fick :  thefe  doors  and 
windows  are  kept  conftantly  open,  to  make  the 
hofpital  what  is  called  airy. 

Hofpitals  and  fick  rooms  ought  to  be  well 
ventilated,  no  doubt  ;  but  as  the  fick  fhould 
not  be  ftified  with  heat,  fo  thev  fhould  not 
have  currents  of  wind  directed  on  their  bodies  : 
in  this  cqfe,  no  difeafe  can  poffibly  be  thrown 
olF,  or  complete  a  crifis  by  the  emun6tories  of 
the  fkin.  How  then  can  men  recover  from 
fevers,  chiefly  from  obftru6ted  perfpiration, 
expofed  to  a  {till  increafing  caufe  ?  To  this 
fource  we  may  principally  attribute  the  mul- 
titude of  what  are  generally  called  convalef- 
cents  ;  which,  in  truth,  for  the  mod  part, 
are  people  labouring  under  chronical  com- 
plaints, from  the  imperfect  folution  of  acute 
difeafes. 

Sick  bodies,  in  hot  climates,  fhould  be  kept 
cool,  by  being  placed  in  rooms  fufficiently 
fpacious,  to  afford  an  uniform  temperature  of 
air  : — it  is  death  to  cool  them  by  evaporation. 

M4  It 
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It  cannot  have  efcaped  the  notice  of  any 
perfon  who  has  refided  in  the  Weft-Indies, 
that  fitting  long  in  the  confined  direction  of  a 
breeze,  brings  on  a  feverifh,  difagreeable  fen- 
fation  ;  fometimes  pains  in  the  face,  neck,  and 
joints,  and  a  great  degree  of  fever. — How  then 
muft  it  be  with  a  patient,  who  in  a  little  hut  of 
an  hofpital,  is  placed  at  a  door- way,  or  in  a 
current  of  wind,  or  raifed  on  a  platform  to  the 
level  of  an  open  window,  to  prevent  fuffoca- 
tion  from  heat,  if  a  critical  fwcat  fhould  break 
out  ?  The  fweat  is  fuddenly  flopped  ;  and  if 
death  do  not  enfue,  the  difeafe  (which  under 
the  kind  operation  of  nature  would  end  in  a 
day  or  two)  is  lengthened  out  into  months. 

The  coft  of  a  good  hofpital  is  nothing  in  the 
fcale  of  expence.  It  is  a  folecifm  in  ccconomy 
to  have  a  bad  one.  A  bad  hofpital  may  deprive 
the  ftate,  in  a  few  months,  of  as  many  men, 
whofe  value  would  amount,  in  political  calcu- 
lation, to  a  fum  fufficient  to  build  a  good  one. 
This  fact,  the  army  dreadfully  demonftrated  in 
Jamaica,  during  the  war.  I  loft  more  value 
in  men  at  Cajiile  Fort,  and  at  Up  Park,  in 
three  months,  from  the  miferies  of  the  hofpi- 
tals  alone,  than  would  have  been  adequate  to 
2      .  the 
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the  expcnce  of  erecting  a  proper  one,  for  all 
the  troops  in  the  ifland. 

The  very  ingenioufly-contrived  moveable 
hofpitals,  lately  conftructed  at  Somerfet-houfe, 
for  the  fervice  of  the  army  in  the  Weft-Indies, 
I  am  forry  to  fay,  will  not  correfpond  in  utility 
with  the  merit  of  their  inventors  ;  who  feem 
principally  to  have  had  in  view,  only  one  of 
the  requifites  for  an  hofpital, — that  of  venti- 
lation. Buildings  like  thefe,  made  of  boards, 
with  nearly  flat  roofs,  and  without  height  or 
fpace,  can  make  no  reliftance  againit  the 
fcorching  vertical  fun  of  tropical  countries  ; 
nor  againft  the  chilling  damp  of  night.  The 
temperature  of  the  air  within  mud  be  nearly 
the  fame  as  it  is  without,  in  the  open  atmo- 
fphere  (which  I  found  to  be  the  cafe,  on  ex- 
amining one  of  them  by  a  thermometer,  on  an 
hot  day  in  July)  :  and  unlefs  they  be  placed 
in  the  fhade  of  trees  or  buildings,  I  do  not 
conceive  it  poflible  for  fick  people  to  exift  in 
them,  during  the  heat  of  the  day,  indole  ful- 
try  weather,  in  the  Weft-Indies. — However, 
they  are  preferable  to  tents  ;  and  when  any 
fervice  of  ihort  duration  is  to  be  carried  on  in 
war,  where  buildings  are  not  likely  to  be  found, 
and  encampment  neceiTary,  they  will  be  ufeful. 

Great 
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Great  as  our  inconveniences  were  in  Jamai- 
ca, thofe  who  encountered  the  San  Jua?i  expe- 
dition fbffered  much  more  ;  and  it  was  long 
doubtful  whether  thofe,  who  after  experien- 
cing every  hardihip  in  lifer  were  thrown  into 
the  river,  or  lay  unburied  on  its  banks,  a  prey 
to  wild  beafts,  in  fight  of  their  helplefs  com- 
panions, were  not  in  a  more  enviable  ftate 
than  the  fufvivors. 

Thofe  wrho  returned  to  Jamaica,  were  har- 
rafied  with  obftinate  intermittents,  or  diar- 
rhoeal,  or  dyfenterical  complaints  ;  or  with 
painful  enlargements  of  the  liver,  or  fpleen. 
Their  complexions  were  very  yellow,  and  their 
bodies  emaciated.  Some  whom  I  attended, 
after  their  return,  that  had  been,  long  ill  on 
the  Spanifh  Main,  had  their  intellects  impaired, 
and  their  fenfes  at  times  difordered,  during 
their  weak  and  convalefcent  ftate. 

The  late  Doctor  Charles  Irving  *,  who 
was  on  the  Spanifh  Main,  and  was  to  have 
commanded  a  corps  of  Indians,  which  he  was 

*  "Hiis  gentleman  invented  an  improved  method  of  ob- 
taining frefh  water,  from  fea  water,  by  difliJlation ;  for 
which  he  obtained  a  reward  of  500QI.  from  parliament. 

7  raifing 
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railing  for  that  fervice,  was  a  fkilful  phyfician, 
— He  informed  me,  that  in  the  intermittent 
fevers,    the   delirium,  which  com:  amc 

on  in  the  paroxyfm  of  the  fever,  after  a  few 

returns  of  it,  fomctimes  remained  during  the 
intermitlions,  which  loon  became  irregular, 
from  reduplications  of  the  acceflkms  ;  and  that 
feVeral  men  wandered  about  in  a  phrenzy,  and 
died  raving  mad. 

Imbecillity  of  mind,  as  well  as  of  body,  is  a 
common  confequence  of  long  and  obftinate 
diforders  in  hot  climates  ;  and  I  have  fre- 
quently obferved  that  the  mind  has  been  greatly 
impaired  after  irregular  and  harrafling  inter- 
mittens, and  fometimes  a  temporary  infanity 
has  enfued.  This  muft  have  been  alio  obferved 
by  others  ;  but  as  far  as  I  know,  no  perfon, 
except  Sydenham,  who  was  the  firft  that  no- 
ticed it,  has  mentioned  it  as  occurring  in  prac- 
tice. He  fays,  he  has  often  found,  when  the 
patients  had  been  extremely  debilitated  by 
long  continuance  of  the  difeafe,  the  doubling 
of  the  fits,  and  repeated  evacuations,  that 
they  have  been  feized  with  a  madnefs,  when 
they  began  to  recover,  which  wrent  off  propor- 
tionally as  they  gathered  ftrength*:  but  that 

fome- 

*PIus  femel  tamen  adverti,  a?gros  a  morbi  diutnrnitate,  et 
paroxyfmorum    ingeminatione,   accedentibus    ad    maiorum 

cumulum 
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fometimes  from  injudicious  evacuations  only, 
it  has  degenerated  into  a  miferable  kind  of 
folly  for  life  f . 

But  there  is  another  caufe  of  thefe  diforders 
of  the  brain  in  the  Weft-Indies,  which  neither 
injudicious  evacuations,  nor  climate,  nor  the 
nature  of  the  difeafe,  are  in  the  leaft  acceffary 
in  producing,  though  generally  attributed  to 
them.     This  caufe  is  the  Peruvian  Bark. 

In  a  letter  I  received  from  Doctor  Irving, 
while  he  was  at  Blue-fields,  he  fays,  "  From 
negle£t  of  your  perfpiratory  practice,  or 
from  being  deftitute  of  proper  neceffaries,  I 
am  convinced  many  have  been  loft  on  this 
expedition.  Nature  wanting  vigour  to  dis- 
charge the  incipient  fevers  by  the  pores, 
which  fhould  have  been  fupported  by  warm 
clothing  and  fudorific  praftice,  &c.  But  by 
"  trufting  wholly  to  bark,  an  early  coma  came 
Ci  on,  and  a  paralyfis  of  the  limbs,  and  foon 
44  after  death.     I  have  feen  a  multitude  die  at 

cumulum  evacuationibus  repetitis,  ad  fummam  debilitatem 
redatftos,  ubi  primum  coeperint  convalefcere,  in  maniam  i  n- 
cidrtTe,  qu  e  pari  curn  illo  paiTu  recemt,  quo  eorumdem  vires 

de  novo  redintegrabantur. P.  84. 

f  Pofl  eva  uationes  i  rtiores  adhibitas,  in  miferam  quan- 
da  11  Jtuhtiam  degenerans,  non  nifi  cum  ipfa  a^grorum  vita 
temiinatur. P.  103 
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M  St.  Juan's  without   a  point   of  variety  from 
"  this  ftated." 

lie  found  that  the  ftomach  required  the  ut- 
nioft  attention  :  for  the  energy  of  that  organ 
giving  way,  was  feldom  reftored.  That  no- 
thin  g  was  io  grratetul  as  London  Bottled  Porter. 
Wine  was  neither  fo  much  defired,  by  the  flck, 
nor  fo  ferviceable  in  corroborating,  and  keep- 
ing up  the  powers  of  the  ftomach  ;  which,  like 
the  reft  of  the  body,  from  the  flighted  indifpo- 
fition,  was  foon  reduced  to  an  uncommon  ftate 
of  debility.  With  London  bottled  porter,  and 
ftrong  infufions  of  fnake  root,  or  cinnamon, 
and  a  difcreet  ufe  of  diaphoretics,  and  a  cau- 
tious ufe  of  bark,  he  conquered  many  of  thofe 
intermittents,  which  from  incautious  evacua- 
tions, and  emetic  tartar,  would  have  dege- 
nerated into  fluxes,  and  remittents,  and  from 
an  exceflive  and  untimely  ufe  of  bark,  into 
other  difeafes,  which  art  could  not  have  re- 
medied. 

Bark,  in  unlkilful  hands,  is  a  precarious  re- 
medy even  in  intermittents  in  the  Weft-Indiesr 
and  fhould  never  be  long  pei filled  in,  without 
evidently  good  effects  :  and  then  not  w 'Knout 
the  frequent  intervention  of  calomeL 


If 
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If  the  fever  be  a  recent  one,  and  has  a  ten- 
dency to  a  remittent,  the  premature  ufe  of 
bark  impedes  the  fecretions,  caufes  flriclures 
in  the  capillary  veffels,  and  fixes  im- 
moveable obflructions  in  the  brain;  whence 
follow  the  train  of  evils  enumerated.  This 
I  have  io  often  feen,  that  I  can  but  won- 
der at  writers  not  obferving  more  caution,  in 
advifmg  bark  early  in  the  remiffions  of  fevers  : 
— nay,  even  in  their  exacerbations,  and  where 
the  fever  is  continual  *.  But  fuch  practice  is 
repugnant  to  reafon  ;  and  I  know  from  expe- 
rience, that  fatal  effects  in  other  refpects  alfo 
have  been  occafioned  by  it.  Indeed,  bark 
cannot  be  given  to  advantage,  while  the  vif- 
cera  are  loaded  with  (harp,  pituitous,  and 
glutinous  matter,  and  the  fanguiferous  and 
lymphatic  veffels  fluffed  and  clogged,  with 
heated  and  fizy  blood  and  lymph — impediments 
that  muft  remain  while  the  fever  does,  and 
cannot  be  removed  while  there  is  a  remiffion 
only.  Where  there  is  any  tendency  to  inflam- 
mation in  the  habit,  bark  increafes  the  impe- 
tus of  the  blood,  and  by  conflricling  the  veffels, 
and  leffening  the  diameters  of  the  fecretory 
and  excretory  duels,  it  operates  as  a  direct 
poifon. 

*   LlND,   p.  120. 

In 


IN     THE      WEST  -INDIES.  I -5 

In  intcrmittents  alio  which  fneceed  acure 
difeafes,  bark,  without  great  care,  does  more 
harm  than  good.  It  increafes  thole  obftructi- 
ons  in  the  abdominal  vifcera,  which  ahnoir. 
always  follow  fevere  diforders  in  hot  climates; 
and  which  bark  often  converts  into  incurable 
jcirrhiy  or  drop-lies,, 

At  the  letting  in  of  autumnal  difeafes,  inter- 
mittent^ are  always  attended  with  a  greater 
lecretion  of  bile,  than  they  are  afterwards, 
when  the  ieafon  has  farther  advanced.  And 
the  earlier  the  autumnal  ficklv  feafon  com- 
mences,  the  more  the  liver  is  affected,  and  the 
greater  is  the  quantity  of  bile  attending  them. 
For  which  realbn,  bark  at  that  time  is  impro- 
per, when  given  without  perfect  intermifiions* 
A  patient  can  take  much  more  bark,  without 
injury,  in  a  December  intermittent,  than  he 
can  in  an  Augult  one.  Yellownefs  in  the  eyesf 
tenfion  of  the  abdomen,  and  a  cough,  are  ge- 
nerally produced  by  a  few  dofes  of  bark,  in  the 
beginning  of  autumn  ;  and  this  is  an  infallible 
fign,  that  the  body  is  not  properly  prepared 
for  it.  But  when  the  autumnal  intermittents 
do  not  fet  in  until  November,  bark,  in  general, 
may  be  taken  with  fafety,  without  much  pre- 
vious preparation,  becaufe  they  are  feldom  at- 
tended 
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tended  with  thofe  exceffive  bilious  fecretions, 
and  that  febrile  difpofition,  which  accompany 
them  in  earlier  months. 

Spring  difeafes,  in  hot  climates,  though 
not  always  flrongly  marked,  have  in  general 
an  inflammatory  tendency ;  which  tendency 
gradually  declines  with  the  year,  and  difap- 
pears  in  autumn. 

The  autumnal  difeafes,  in  Jamaica,  in  the 
year  1776,  fet  in,  in  November;  the  feafon 
was  cold  and  rainy.  Fevers  came  on  with  a 
ihivering  ;  but  a  good  intermiflion  generally 
fucceeded  the  fird  paroxyfm  ;  in  which,  if 
eight  or  ten  drams  of  bark  were  given,  all 
went  on  well :  if  not,  the  fever  returned  the 
next  evening,  and  the  following  day  only  a  re- 
miflion  fucceeded — bark  then  would  not  an- 
fwer.  The  third  fit  univerfally  ended  in  a  low 
continued  fever,  which  required  early  blifters, 
cordials,  and  ftimulants,  as  the  patients  all 
funk  very  much,   and  many  died. 

The  type  of  difeafes  is  very  often  diffimilar, 
in  the  fame  feafon,  in  a  diflricl  only  of  a  few 
miles.  In  hot,  marlhy,  low  fituations,  autum- 
nal intermittents  have  generally  a  putrid  ten- 
dency ;  and  fometimes  after  a  few  paroxyfms 

degenerate 
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degenerate  into  irregular,  low,  fevers,  accom- 
panied with  colliquath  e  fweats,  and  diarrhoeas. 
Here  the  early  life  of  bark,  in  ever)  climate, 
IS  proper;  and  the  almoft  indifcriminate  admi- 
niitration  of  it,  feldom   attended  with  danger. 

This  locality  of  difeafe  ought  to  be  well  con- 
fide red,  by  thole  who  write  for  the  informa- 
tion of  others  ;  and  fhould  not  be  confounded 
with  the  endemics  of  a  country,  or  of  a  climate 
at  large :  for  fuch  varieties  occur  in  every  part 
of  the  world. 

On  examining  the  fituation  of  Modena,  in 
Italy,  I  found  many  local  circumftances  com- 
bined to  make  it  probable  that  Torti's  exten- 
five  administration  of  bark,  had  better  reafons 
to  fupport  it  than  his  theory  ;  or  than  his  ad- 
versaries admitted.  However,  Torti  adopted 
the  important  diftinftion,  between  a  corruptive, 
and  a  depurative,  intermittent ;  which  is  a  dil- 
tinclion,  I  wilh  to  inculcate  between  the  tro- 
pics. In  the  former,  which  chiefly  belongs  to 
the  autumnal  feafon,  Torti's  doctrine  may 
Sometimes  apply  ;  and  "  ab  ipfo  exordio  per 
■"  corticem  fuppremi  potent*;"    but  in  the 

*  Thcrapenticcs  Specialis,  Lib.  I.  cap.  viii.  p.  60.  Ed". 
Venetiis,  1769, 

N  latter, 
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latter,  if  there  be  not  an  intermittent  difpo- 
fition  in  the  feafon,  or  fome  local  putrid  ten- 
dency, it  will  be  found  that  bark  is  not  always 
neceflary  in  the  cure  of  intermitting  fevers  ; 
and  that  frequently,  by  obftrufting  foqie  de- 
fign  of  nature,  does  great  mifchief,  and  par- 
ticularly when  given  too  early  *. 

In  cafes  where  the  utility  of  bark  was  in  the 
leaft  degree  equivocal,  and  where  a  reafonable 
quantity  had  been  taken  without  fuccefs,  I  ge- 
nerally defifted  from  it,  and  had  recourfe  to 
other  means. 

The  method  I  ufed  in  intermittents,  under 
thefe  ckucmftances,  was,  to  order  the  patient 
to  bed,  and  give  him  a  vomit,  at  firft,  about 
two  hours  before  the  acceffion ;  and  after  its 
operation,  a  warm  opiate  to  promote  perfpi- 
ration,  with  proper  dilution.  The  next  morn- 
ing I  gave  a  dofe  of  rhubarb  and  magnefia  ; 
and  a  few  grains  of  calomel  every  night,  for 
two  or  three  fucceffive  nights.  If  the  fkin,  or 
eyes,    were  tinged   with  bile,  or  the   patient 

*  Curandum  eft  ante  omnia,  ne  prsemature  nimis  hie 
Ci  cortex  ingeratur,  ante  fcilicet  quam  morbus  fuo  fe  marte 
•'  aliquantifper  protriverit,  nifi  collabefcentes,  et  jam  fiaclse 
••  aegri  vires,  eundem  tempsrius  fumenduni  efle  diclavcrint/ 

SVOEHHAM.      P.  93. 

coftive, 
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coftive,  I  gave  a  fmall  dofe  of  rhubarb  and 
magnefia  on  the  following  mornings ;  other- 
wife  not.  This  procefs  was  intended  to  re- 
move, or  prevent,  obftru£tions  in  the  abdomi- 
nal vifcera,  and  glands,  which  always  render 
intermittents  difficult  to  cure,  and  fometimes 
make  them  fatal.  But  the  cure  turned  on  a 
regular  courfe  of  warm  diaphoretics,  and  the 
following  draught,  in  conjunction  with  this 
procefs,  which  always  broke  the  force  of  the 
fever,  fhortened  its  duration,  and  gave  fair 
intermiffions,  without  heat  and  quick  pulfe, 
for  taking  bark  with  efFeft.  Sometimes  the 
difeafe  was  carried  entirely  off  without  bark. 

R  Aq.  Menthx  fimpl.  (vel  Julep,  e  Cam- 
phor.) fifs.  Theriac.  Androm.  5J.  vel  3ifs.  Sp. 
Mindereri  Jfs.  M. 

This  draught  was  given  about  an  hour  be- 
fore the  acceffion,  the  patient  being  firft  put 
to  bed,  and  perfpiration  encouraged  with  wine 
whey,  and  herb  teas.  This  was  repeated  until 
the  intention  was  anfwered,  in  the  fame  man- 
ner, before  every  return  of  fever  :  the  patient 
remaining  in  bed  until  each  paroxyfm  had 
terminated   in  a  complete  folution  by  fweat. 

N  z  WJiea 
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When  this  method  without  bark,  when  bark 
was  inadmiffibie,  did  not  ftop  the  progrefs  of 
the  diieafe,  and  when  united  with  bark,  it 
was  fall  ineffeclual  (which  was  feldom  the 
cafe,  as  bark  is  moft  powerful  in  its  effects,  and 
lead  injurious  to  the  habit,  if  taken  while  the 
patient  is  in  bed,  or  with  a  courie  of  diapho- 
retics, or  fo  guarded  and  managed  that  the 
pores  of  the  fkin  may  be  kept  freely  open),  I 
omitted  the  bark,  and  in  its  (lead  gave  two- 
fcruples  of  Calamus  aromaticus  root,  powdered  v 
mcreafmg  or  diminifhing  the  quantity  as  cir- 
cumftances  required.  This  powder  was  given 
in  a  morning  fading,  if  poffible,  and  repeated 
three,  four,  five,  or  fix  times  a  day,  as  the  in- 
termiffion  and  ftomach  would  permit,  in  3. 
glafs  of  wine,  or  a  ftrong  infufion  of  fnake- 
root. 

Sometimes  I  purfued  Sydenham's  method  % 
particularly  in  tertians,  and  in  quotidians* 
where  the  fecretion  of  bile  was  enormous;, 
which  was,  to  order  the  patient  to  bed,  and 
raife  a  fweat  by  warm  dilution,  about  two 
hours  before  the  coming  on  of  the  fit  :  and  as 
foon  as  a  fweat  was  raifed,  I  gave  a  warm  pur- 

*  P.  92. 

gative. 
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^ativc,  combined  \*  ith  an  opiate  and  a  dia- 
phoretic. This  canfed  what  S^ydenhAih  calls 
two  contrary  motions,  fweating  and  purging  ; 
which  not  only  ihortened  the  duration  of  the 
fit,  but  cleared  the  firft  paiTages  thoroughly, 
and  made  way  for  giving  bark,  without  injuring 
the  Href  or  fpieen.  Some  intermittents,  where 
bark  had  been  taken  without  effect,  yielded  to 
gentle  purging,  with  frequent  doles  of  mag- 
nciia  and  lemonade. 

After  the  October  rains  intermittents  be- 
came the  prevailing  difeafes  in  the  camps  in 
Jamaica.  And  though  they  were  fuccefsfully 
treated,  in  the  preceding  manner,  the  men, 
from  being  expofed,  were  conftantly  relapfmg, 
and  ibon  rendered  unfit  for  military  duties. 
Many  dyfenteries  terminated  in  intermittents  ; 
and  among  the  convalefcents  in  both  difeafes, 
many  changed  from  one  to  the  other. 

The  Dysentery,  as  in  all  military  operations, 
being  our  moil  deftructive  enemy,  through  the 
whole  of  the  encampment,  it  is  neceffary  to 
give  the  hiftory  of  that  important  difeafe  in  a 
feparate  treatife  ;  and  I  {hall  in  this  place  take 
notice  of  another  difeafe  only,  that  appeared, 
and  difappeared  very  fuddeniy  in  the  camp, 
and  proved  ib  often  fatal,  that  it  diihea-rtened 

Nj  the 
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the  men  who  were  feized  with  it,  took  away 
all  hopes  of  recovery,  and  difmayed  their  com-4 
panions.  I  have  the  ftrongeft  inducement  for 
mentioning  this  malady,  as  I  have  the  happi- 
nefs  to  be  able  to  defcribe  its  cure  ;  which  be- 
fides  being  ufeful  in  pra&ice,  the  fubjecft  may 
ferve  as  a  leflbn  to  fhew  that  there  are  difeafes, 
which  from  experience  only,  and  not  from 
their  fymptoms,  the  curative  indications  can 
be  afcertained  and  anfwered. 

This  difeafe  was  a  Putrid  Bilious  Fever  ^  that 
invaded  the  men  at  Up-Park  Camp.  The  in- 
habitants of  Kingfton,  and  the  neighbourhood, 
were  greatly  alarmed  by  it ;  and  from  the  fud- 
dennefs  with  which  feveral  men  died,  who 
were  fcarcely  thought  to  be  ill,  and  from  the 
extraordinary  yellownefs  of  their  bodies  after 
death,  it  was  imagined  that  fome  peftilence 
had  been  brought  to  the  ifland* 

It  made  its  appearance  towards  the  end  of 
Oftober  ;  on  the  3d  of  which  month  the  weft 
end  of  the  ifland  fuffered  fo  much  from  an 
hurricane  *;  and  it  was  every  where  the  wetteft, 
and  mod  tempeftuous  month  that  had  been 
known  for  many  years  :  and  though  it  rained 


Vide  p.  12. 
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but  eleven  days  at  camp  in  this  month,  five  of 
them  in  the  beginning  of  it  were  fucceffive, 
and  continued  through  the  greater  part  of  the 
nights  of  thofe  five  days.  After  thefe  rains, 
and  winds,  which  beat  down  the  tents  and 
one  of  the  temporary  barracks,  the  night  land- 
winds  confiderably  increafed,  and  came  down 
from  the  mountains  unufually  cold,  continuing 
during  the  whole  month  of  November.  The 
days  were  now  as  remarkably  hot  for  the  fea- 
fon  of  the  year ;  there  being  but  little  fea 
breeze,  and  that  only  for  a  few  hours,  in  the 
middle  of  the  day.  November  was  a  dry 
month,  for  there  had  been  but  three  flight 
fhowers,  in  the  beginning  of  it. 

This  fever  came  on  with  fudden  lofs  of 
ftrength  ;  naufea  ;  clamminefs  in  the  mouth  ; 
the  eyes  were  dull,  and  tinged  with  bile  ;  they 
were  alio  funk  in  the  head  ;  there  were  befides, 
in  thofe  who  died,  even  from  the  firft  attack 
of  the  difeafe,  feveral  other  marks  of  Hippo- 
cratical  face  ;  particularly  the  finking  in  of  the 
temples.  The  pulfe  was  low  and  quick  ;  the 
fkin  was  moift,  with  heavinefs  in  the  head, 
tenfion  and  uneafinefs  in  the  abdomen,  and 
great  anxiety  ;  the  fkin  foon  became  of  a  deep 
yellow  colour,  accompanied  with  coma,  cold 
thin  fweats,  and  deep  laborious  hiccuping.    It 

N  4  ended 
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ended  on  the  fecond,  third,  or  fourth  day  in 
death. — Some  of  the  grofs  and  plethoric,  died 
foon  after  being  attacked,  in  convulfions. 

The  Earl  of  Harrington,  who  com- 
manded, refided  near  the  hofpital,  while  this 
difeafe  fpread  fuch  terror,  that  almoft  every 
perfon  who  could,  avoided  the  camp.  His  ex- 
ertions and  folicitude  for  the  health  of  the  men, 
merited  the  greateft  praife.  He  did  all  that 
could  be  done,  circumftanced  as  we  were.  He 
defired  I  would  inform  him  whether  the  difeafe 
was  infectious,  as  was  generally  believed,  or 
not  ;  in  order,  if  it  were,  that  fuch  pruden- 
tial meafures  might  be  taken,  as  would  pre- 
vent its  fpreading,  and  becoming  universal.  I 
informed  him  it  was  not  contagious. 


a 


The  coming  on  of  this  difeafe,  indicating 
no  confiderable  degree  of  fever,  neither  from 
the  pulfe  nor  the  fkin  ;  without  vomiting  o 
purging  ;  and  from  the  extreme  weaknefs  int< 
which  every  perfon  funk  who  was  attacked 
led  to  a  mode  of  treatment  at  firft,  which  di< 
not  prove  fuccefsfuL 

Thofe  who  had  taken  their  curative  indica- 
tions,    from    the    treacherous   appearance    of 
fhe  difeaf  ,  began  with  fupporting  the  power? 

0 


I  N      T  II  E      WEST-INDIES.  1 85 

of  life,  and    prefiing  for    an    opportunity   of 
giving  bark. 

This  is  an  error  in  all  bilious  difeafes,  and 
is  often  committed  in  others,  merely  becaufe 
they  are  called  putrid.  It  could  not  be  pro- 
ductive of  good  effects,  when  nature  was  en- 
deavouring to  relieve  herfelf  by  the  means  of 
the  liver,  and  unloading  the  habit  into  the 
inteitinal  canal. 

It  was  indeed  a  very  uncommon  fpecies,  or 
rather  degree,  of  bilious  fever  ;  and  more  ra- 
pid in  its  fatal  effects,  than  any  fever  I  had 
ever  feen.  But  this  does  not  warrant  the  gi- 
ving it  a  new  appellation,  for  it  was  truly  the 
Putrid  Bilious  Fever  of  thofe  countries,  in  its 
utmoft  degree,  without  haemorrhage,  or  any 
diagnostics  of  irritation  ;  and  in  fuch  a  ftate  as 
no  perfon  has  before  defcribed,  nor  had  I  feen 
any  thing  nearly  like  to  it  for  many  years  : 
though  an  inferior  degree  of  it,  the  Bilious  Re- 
mittent Fever,  is  a  common  difeafe,  and  with 
which  the  Fndemial  Inflammatory  Fever  (called 
the  Yellow  Fever)  has  been  fo  much  confounded 
by  writers. 

Though  I  admit,  in  compliance  with  cuf- 
tQm,  that  to  be  a  bilious  difeafe,  which  is  ac- 

compa- 
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companied  with  ftich  an  evidently  preterna- 
tural fecretion  of  bile,  as  difcolours  the  eyes,  or 
flun,  and  appears  in  all  the  excretions,  whether 
there  be  fever  or  not  ;  yet  I  confider  bile  here 
as  an  effect,  and  an  index  of  the  ftate  of  the 
liver,  and  not  as  the  caufe  of  the  difeafe  :  and 
that  the  prefence,  or  abfence,  of  irritability 
in  the  body,  with  acrid  fecretions  in  the  fto- 
inach  and  bowels,  perform  all  thole  opera- 
tions which  are  commonly  attributed  to  bile. 

It  is  curious  to  reflect  on  the  effect  of  fome 
paffions,  when  the  mind  has  been  flrongly  agi- 
tated. In  fome  habits,  it  appears  in  a  general 
nervous  affection  ;  in  others,  in  violent  actions 
of  fome  particular  vifcus,  as  the  liver. 

Why  does  fudden  grief,  or  anger,  frequently, 
in  an  inftant,  bring  on  vomiting,  or  purging 
of  bile  I 

Can  it  be  fuppofed  that  the  caufe  of  thefe 
operations  is  bile,  and  that  thought  in  a  mo- 
ment fhould  acrimonize  it  : — Phyfiology  ac- 
counts for  the  actions  of  the  ftomach  in  the 
Calculus  Cyjlicus,  and  Nephritis* 

But  bile  is  always  to  be  carried  off  by  arti- 
ficial means,  when  any  preternatural  quantity 

i$ 
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is  excreted  into  the  bowels.  Not  that  it  has 
any  feptical  properties,  tending  to  dillolve  the 
blood  in  a  living  fubje£t,  as  has  been  fuggefted 
from  fallacious  experiments  unconnected  with 
life  ;  but  becaufe  the  liver  is  in  a  plethorical 
Hate,  and  undergoing  too  much  a6tion,  and 
acquiring  a  turgefcence  and  plenitude  in  the 
Fori  biliarii,  and  Duclus  hepaticus,  that  muft 
ftifle  its  fun£tions,  unlefs  this  furcharge  be  re- 
moved fpeedily  through  the  Duclus  communis 
into  the  Duodenum,  and  obftru6tion  prevented, 
by  ftimulating  the  inteftines,  and  increafing 
their  periftaltic  motion. 

An  omifllon  of  this,  is  another  error  often 
committed  in  Weft-Indian  practice. 

It  happened  to  me  at  the  camp,  as  it  docs 
to  others  who  have  the  fuperintending  any  me- 
dical department,  not  always  to  have  feen  the 
patients  on  their  being  firft  attacked  :  putre- 
faction had  far  advanced,  and  the  patients 
were  under  the  ufual  courfe  of  antifeptics  and 
cordials,  frequently,  before  1  faw  them. 

As  thefe  medicines  did  not  produce  their  na- 
tural and  proper  effects,  and  as  at  firft  every 
man  that    was   feized,  died, — fomctiines  two, 

three, 
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three,  four  in  a  day  ; — I  began  to  confider  where 
the  error  of  treatment  lay  (for  all  difeafes  that 
fooneft  deftroy  the  fra  me,  are  fconeft  cured, 
when  we  have  found  out  the  right  method  of 
treating  them)  :  and  whether  it  might  not  ori- 
ginate from  the  dread  of  evacuations,  on  ac- 
count of  fo  much  debility  in  the  beginning  of 
the  difeafe,  previous  to  giving  bark. 

On  furveying  the  practice  with  all  the  re- 
flexion I  was  capable  of,  I  was  convinced  this 
was  the  cafe  ;  and  immediately  adviled  pur- 
ging at  the  firft  onfet  of  the  difeafe,  and  di- 
rected it  to  be  continued,  until  contra-indi- 
cated by  weaknefs.  But  fo  far  was  the  refult 
of  that  apprehenfion  from  being  confirmed  by 
the  event,  that  it  was  found  that  the  men  ac- 
quired ftrength,  in  proportion  as  they  diluted 
and  were  purged. 

The  ftools  were  charged  with  a  deep  faffron- 
coloured  ofifenfive  bile,  and  the  urine  was  of  a 
deep  yellow  ;  thefe  continued  often  unchanged 
after  repeated  cathartics.  It  feemed  as  if  the 
very  blood  was  nothing  but  bile,  and  that  the 
body  had  the  power  of  converting  the  fluids 
which  the  men  drank,  inftantly  into  bile  :  for 
many  patients  had  twenty  (tools  a  day,  for  three 
days  fucceflively,  without  intirely  changing  the 

appear- 
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appearance  of  them.    When  the  ftools  altered, 
(kin  altered  ;   and  then,  and   not  till  then, 
after  this  practice   was   followed,  did    I    give 
any  bark. 

The  purge  we  ufed  was  Manna  and  Cream 
of  'Tartar.  We  made  a  folution  of  thefe  in- 
gredients in  barley-water,  in  a  large  tin  kettle 
in  the  hofpital,  with  which  the  men.  were  fup- 
plicd,  to  keep  them  conftantly  purging,  as 
long  as  was  neceffary  ;  diluting  plentifully 
with  water-gruel,  or  barley-water.  We  did 
not  lofe  one  man  after  this  mode  of  treatment 
was  adopted. 

During  the  encampment  of  the  flank  com- 
panies, the  85th  regiment,  celebrated  for  the 
gallant  youths  who  were  its  officers  in  Jamaica, 
was  alfo  encamped  at  Caflile  Fort  *,  and  corn- 
commanded   by   Major  Henry  Phipps. 

This 

*  The  Camp  at  Caft'ile  Fort  was  on  a  rifing  ground,  about 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  Tea,  which  was  to  the  Sou  h,  and 
near  the  foot  of  the  mountains,  which  were  to  the  north, 
about  five  miles  to  the  eaftward  of  Kingfton. 

The  Camp  at  Up-Park  was  on  a  flat,  open  plain,  near  the 
Long  Mountain  behind  Kingfton,  about  two  miles  from  the 
fea,  to  the  fouth,  and  about  the  fame  diftance  from  the  Li- 
guanea  mountains,  to  the  north.  The-Gtuation  of  both  camps 
was  airy,  free  from  (tagnant  water,  marines,  and  unwholefome 

cxhaia- 
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This   officer,  notwithftanding  the  evils  and 
inconveniences    that    furrounded  us,    making 
the  beft  of  his  fituation,  fhewed  that  there  are 
none  fo  bad,  in  which  fome  refource  may  not 
be  found,  by   minds   poffeffing    aptitude   and 
energy.     From  the  judicious  method  in  which 
he  arranged   the  tents,  and  iliaded  them  with 
the  boughs  of  trees  ;  from  a  conftant  attention 
not  to  expofe  the  men  to  the  fun  unneceflarily  ; 
from  felecling  proper  times  of  the  day  for  ex- 
ercife,  and  military  duties  ;  from   not  only  di- 
viding the  men  in  meffes,  with  a  non-commif- 
fioned  officer  to  each  mefs,  but  taking   care 
that  their  money  zvas  laid  out  properly ,  by  which 
means  they  always  fat  down   to  a  good  and 
wholefome  dinner  ;  and  above  all,  from  obli- 
ging them  to  take  off  their  wet  linen  after  rain, 
and  to  put  on  flannel,  and  never  fuffering  them 
to   remain   wet  in  body  or  feet ;    he    gave    a 
ftriking  inftance,  by  the  health  and  appearance 
of  that  regiment,  that  many  difficulties  may  be 
iurmounted,whenprofeffional  talents  are  united 
with  active  zeal,  and  directed  by  judgement  and 
iuimanitv. 


exhalations  ;  hut  expofed  to  the  force,  and  tranfitions  of  alt 
the  elements.  Bckh  camps  were  ill  fupplied  with  water — 
CaftiLt  Fa*t  by  diitant  carriage,  and  Up-Pay  k  by  an  incon- 
fiderable  well  or  two. 

6  The 
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The  clothing  that  .our  troops  were  furniflicd 
with  in  the  lait  war,  in  the  Weft- Indies,  was 
too  heavy  for  the  climate.  The  French  cloth- 
ing for  their  troops  was  more  judiciou'fly 
adapted.  But  great  avantage  would  accrue 
to  either,  if  every  foldier  were  fupplied  with  a 
thin  flannel  ihirt  or  two  ;  not  made  fo  ridi- 
culoufly  lhort  as  their  linen  ihirts  always  arc, 
but  long  and  full,  otherwile  a  flannel  fhirt 
will  be  ufelefs  after  wafhing.  This  ihould  be 
put  on  after  they  have  been  in  the  rain,  or 
when  any  particular  night- duty,  in  bad  wea- 
ther, expofes  them  on  fervice.  This  is  among 
the  beft  prefervatives  of  health,  when  men  .arc 
obliged  to  lie  in  the  field,  or  on  the  ground  in 
hot  climates,  wrhere  a  poft  is  to  be  main- 
tained, or  where  a  defence,  or  an  attack  is  to 
be  made,  attended  with  delay. 

But  delay  never  fhouldhe  made  in  an  attack^ 
for  the  reafon  that  makes  the  great  Fabian 
maxim,  "  cunctando,"  a  certain  defence  in 
hot  climates,  when  the  defenders  are  under 
cover,  and  their  enemy  expofed  to  the  weather, 
which  they  muft  be  to  guard  againft  alarms 
and  furprifes  ;  and  if  befiegers  can  be  kept 
/rom  poffefling  any  town,  or  extenfive  build- 
ing?,   they  may  be    left  to   climate  and  the 

**  tented 
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"  tented  field  :"  for  ficknefs  will  prevent  Euro- 
pean troops  fucceeding  in  any  attempt,  where 
the  fervice  exceeds  fix  weeks. 

The  principal  reafon  that  the  Buccaneers 
retained  their  health,  in  their  defperate  enter- 
prifes,  in  the  Weft-Indies,  better  than  regular 
troops  have  ever  done  was,  befides  being  fea- 
foned  to  the  climate,  they  feldom  remained 
long  in  a  place.  But  whenever  they  departed 
from  this  cuftom,  either  from  neceffity  in  a 
fiege,  or  from  choice  after  conqueft,  ficknefs 
was  the  invariable  confequence. — The  hiftory 
of  every  military  operation,  in  this  part  of  the 
world,  fhews  the  neceffity  of  rapidity,  and  the 
mifchief  of  delay.  The  troops  under  Vernon 
and  Wentworh,  encamped  after  the  battle  of 
Saint  Lazare  at  Carthagena,  in  the  month  of 
April  1  741,  were  reduced,  in  two  days,  from 
6645  men,  to  3200. 

It  is  hardly  to  be  credited  what  men  can  go 
through  wrapped  up,  as  it  were,  in  flannel. 
The  coldnefs  of  the  night  air  then,  has  a 
medium  to  pais  to  their  bodies  ;  which 
breaks  the  force  of  its  impreffion,  and  pre- 
vents the  fuppreffion  of  perfpiration.  It  is 
warmth  without  incumbrance  :— a  great  con - 
fidcration  to  a  ibldier.  Befides,  flannel  a£ts 
as  a  friction  to  the   (kin,  and  keeps  the  pores 

open 
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open  :  it  alfo  creates  an  uniform  atmofphere 
round  the  body.  Occafional  clothing  of  this 
fort  is  abfolutely  neceflary  for  officers  and  fol- 
dicrs  on  a6lual  fervice  in  hot  climates  ;  not 
only  as  a  defence  againft  the  inconveniences 
arifing  from  rains,  dews,  and  night  air,  but 
to  put  on  after  having  been  wet,  much  fa- 
tigued, and  heated/,  that  perfpiration  may  not 
be  fuddenly  checked,  and  that  the  body  may 
cool  gradually.  After  ficknefs,  -a  flannel 
jacket  worn  next  the  fkin  often  prevents  re- 
lapfes. 

Doctor  Irving,  with  a  fmall  party  of  men, 
lay  in  the  woods  on  the  Mufquito  Shore  four- 
teen days  and  nights,  during  the  rainy  fcafon 
of  1780,  without  taking  off  his  clothes,  while 
he  was  exploring  a  paflage  to  the  Spaniih  fet- 
tlements  up  Bluefields  River.  He  efcaped 
without  the  lead  injury  to  his  health,  having 
blankets  with  him,  and  being  clothed  in  a 
fhirt,  iliort  jacket,  breeches  and  ftockings,  all 
made  of  flannel.  The  others  not  ufing  the 
fame  clothing  fuffered  feverely,  without  ex- 
pofing  themfelves  to  the  fame  fatigue  or 
danger. 

Attention  to  the  health  of  foldiers,  and 
quid  vale  ant  humeri \  are  the  fir  ft  objects  for  an 

O  officer's 
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officer's  confideration,  particularly  in  coun- 
tries and  climates  where  men  are  not  to  be  re- 
cruited ;  nor  ficknefs  foon  removed,  nor  health 
foon  regained.  A  thoufand  things  may  be 
laid  down  in  European  theories,  that  would 
be  deftru&ive  in  the  woods  of  America,  and 
under  the  burning  fun  between  the  tropics. 

Difcipline  here,  particularly  with  new  troops, 
fhould  never  be  of  that  kind,  nor  degree,  to 
exceed  the  proportion  of  exercife  which  is  con- 
ducive to  health.  They  ihould  not  be  har- 
rafled  with  manoeuvring  and  the  manual  ex- 
ercife. A  foldier  ihould  be  nurfed.  All 
drudgery  and  labour  Ihould  be  performed  by 
negroes,  and  others,  inured  to  the  climate  ; 
and  a  foldier  ihould  be  admitted  to  no  exer- 
tion, until  fome  important  objedt  is  to  be 
carried  into  execution. 

That  the  greater  part  of  the  men  in  regi- 
ments periih  abroad,  before  the  remainder 
learn  to  take  care  of  themfelves,  is  an  old  com- 
plaint :  but  if  the  evils  arife  from  caufes  which 
the  fervice  can,  it  ought  to  remedy  them. 

The  condition  of  a  foldier  fhould  place  him 
in  the  eyes  of  his  officer,  as   a  child  ;  and, 

like 
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like  a  child,  he    is  it  ics  troublefome  and 

refractory,  and  muft  be  ferved  againft  his  will. 
But  let  it  be  confidered,  that  prudence  and 
good  ienie  contribute  very  Sparingly  to  that 
part  of  an  eftablifhment,  where  there  is  fo 
much  disproportion,  between  rewards  and  pu- 
niihments.  Yet  there  is  a  gallantry  in  a  lol- 
dier,  that  is  always  contented  ;  nay  more,  it 
is  always  enthufiaftic,  when  he  fees  his  officer 
interefted  in  his  welfare,  and  will  not  fuffcr 
him  to  be  wronged. 

Thefe  reflections  are  not  the  offspring  of 
fpeculation,  but  the  remit  of  experience  ;  and 
important  as  they  are,  they  have  never  before 
been  the  fubject  of  practical  difcuflion.  They 
are  nowr  offered  to  the  ferious  attention  of  thofe 
who  are  deftined  for  fervice  in  tropical  coun- 
tries. There,  it  is  probable,  they  will  learn 
from  the  mofl  painful  conviction,  that  unlefs 
ficknefs  be  prevented,  no  regiment  can  make 
any  figure  that  will  gratify  an  officer  who  is 
fond  of  his  profeflion  ;  and  that  it  is  this 
alone  which  can  infure  fuccefs  to  any  military 
operation :  for  thofe  foldiers  wTho  have-  been 
once  ill,  from  the  tedioufnefs  of  recovery,  and 
from  frequent  relapfes,  are  not  only  rendered 
totally  incapable  of  fervice  for  that  campaign, 

O  2  but 
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but  become  an  additional  incumbrance  to  the 
movements  of  the  army,  and  by  the  neceffary 
increafe  of  attendance  and  orderly-men  in  the 
hofpitals  to  take  care  of  them,  a  further  dimi- 
nution is  made  of  the  forces,  that  might  be 
employed  on  aftive  fervice  in  the  field. 


SECT, 
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SECT.       IV, 


THE  fame  mifchiefs  which  attend  delays  in 
oftenfive  war,  and  the  fame  medical  con- 
fiderations  which  relate  to  military  operations 
in  hot  climates,  apply  in  a  confiderable  de- 
gree, to  military  operations  in  every  climate  ; 
and  particularly  to  fuch  as  are  carried  on  in 
Europe,  in  the  autumnal  feafon  of  the  year. 

Expedition  and  health  are  the  foul  of  martial 
enterprife  :  and  next  in  importance,  in  an  army, 
to  that  general  who  bed  underftands  the  fecret 
of  not  expofing  his  foldiers  to  difeafes,  is  that" 
phyfician  who  beft  knows  how  to  meet  their 
caufes,  and  remove  them  the  fpeedieft. 

Curing  difeafes  in  an  army,  is  never  well  done, 
unlefs  it  be  done  quickly.  There  never  are  con- 
veniences in  an  army  for  long  ficknefs.  Afol- 
dier's  bed  is  often  only  a  blanket,  and  all  his  ne- 
ceiTaries  contained  in  his  knapfack.  The  attacks 
of  difeafes  are  here  alwavs  fudden  and  violent. 
The  cure,  if  pofiible,  fhould  be  jucunde — but 
it  muft  be  cito^  if  it  all.  For  the  difeafes  of  a 
few   days   in    an    army,  have  fomctimes  de- 
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feated,  and  often  nearly  ruined,  ma!  e 

greateft   defigns  in  the   annals  of  wars. 

On  the  23d  of  O&ober,  1415,  Henry  the 
Fifth,  with  his  Englifh  archers,  would  not 
have  "  affrighted  the  air  at  Agincourt  *,"  if 
impetuofity  had  fuffered  the  French  to  remain 
quiet  ;  and  had  the  battle  been  delayed  an- 
other week,  his  whole  army  would  have  been 
ruined. 

He  embarked  with  50,000  men  from  South- 
ampton,  on  the  18th  and  19th  of  Auguft  141 5, 
and  landed  at  Havre  de  Grace  on  the  21ft.  He 
marched  to  Harfleur,  befieged,  and  took  it. 
During  the  fiege,  which  was  not  fix  weeks  from 
the  time  of  his  leaving  England,  he  loft  nearly 
half  of  his  army  by  the  bloody  flux.  Two 
thoufands  died  of  it  in  one  day.  Rapin  fays, 
"  the  flux,  which  was  got-  among  his  troops, 
w  had  made,  and  ftill  did  make,  fuch  ravage, 
"  that  not  above  the  fourth  part  of  his  army 
"  were  able  to  bear  arms.  This  diftemper 
"  had  not  feized  the  common  foldiers  only, 
M  but  even  the  mod  confiderable  perfons  were 
"  not  free  from  it.     The  Bifhop  of  Norwich , 

*Shak,speare,  Henry  V.     Chorus,  A£t.  1. 

"  and 
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11  and  the  Earl  of  Suffolk,  were  already  dead  of 
"  it.  The  Duke  of  Clarence,  the  king's 
"  brother,  the  Earl  of  Arundel,  and  fever al 
"  other  officers  of  diftin£tion,  were  fo  dan- 
"  geroufly  ill,  that  they  were  obliged  to  re- 
46  turn  to  England  in  hopes  of  cure." 

In  1650,  in  the  month  of  September, 
Oliver  Cromwell's  army  was  fo  reduced  by 
fluxes,  from  a  few  days  rain,  before  Dunbar, 
that  he  had,  probably,  never  been  prote£tor 
of  England,  if  the  Lord  had  deferred  delivering 
the  Scotch  army  into  his  hands,  a  few  days 
longer  *. 

In  1743,  on  the  28th  of  June,  the  night 
after  the  battle  of  Dettingen,  a  heavy  fhower 
of  rain  fell,  preceded  by  very  hot  and  dry 
weather,  to  which  the  Englifh  troops  lying  all 
night  on  the  field  of  battle  without  tents  were 
expofed,  and  the  night  following  they  en- 
camped on  wet  ground.  In  lefs  than  eight 
days,  five  hundred  men  were  ill  with  the  dy- 
fentery,  and  within  fix  weeks,  half  that  army 
was  affli&ed  with  it. 

*  When  Cromwell  faw  the  Scotch  army  in  motion,  he 
faid,  "  The  Lord  is  going  to  deliver  them  into  our  hands." 

O  4  The 
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The  combined  armies  of  Auftria  and  Pruflla, 
amounting  to  nearly  100,000  men,  under  the 
command  of  the  king  of  Prussia,  and  the  duke  of 
Brunswick,  which  this  autumn,  1792,  entered 
France,  for  the  purpofes  declared  in  the  duke  of 
Brunswick's  manifeflos  of  the  25th  and  27th  of 
July,  at  Coblentz,  being  flopped  in  their  career, 
were  in  one  month  rendered,  chiefly  by  the 
dyfentery,  incapable  of  any  other  operation 
than  retreating. 

A  great  army  remaining  on  the  fame  ground, 
in  autumn,  fuppofmg  the  feafon  not  fo  un- 
commonly wet  as  this  has  been,  muft  foon  be 
ruined  by  difeafe. 

The  filth  alone  of  an  immenfe  body  of  men, 
ftationary  in  the  field  in  autumn,  and  com- 
prefTed  as  this  army  mult  neceflarily  have  been, 
was  fufficient  to  give  rife  to  every  fpecies  of 
peftilence  ;  and  from  the  contaminated  ftate 
of  the  air  which  furrounded  them,  it  was  im- 
poffible  that  the  troops  could  recover  from  any 
difeafe  whatever. 

Under   fuch     circumftances,    when    a    nu- 
merous   army   can  no  longer  advance,    that 
moment    is   the   fignal  for  retreat.       There- 
fore,  thefe  commanders,  after  the  2d  of  Sep- 
5  tember, 
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tember,  when  they  poflefled  themfelves  of 
Verdun,  and  found  they  could  proceed  only 
fourteen  miles  farther,  remained  in  the  field 
only  to  fill  their  hofpitals.  For,  from  this 
period  their  army  began  to  decay  rapidly  ;  and 
by  the  1 2th  of  O&ober,  when  they  were  obliged 
to  furrender  Verdun,  on  being  fummoned,  their 
fick  had  augmented  fo  much,  from  various 
caufes,  and  became  fo  great  an  embarrafTment, 
that  when  they  were  compelled  to  quit  France, 
they  found  their  whole  army  in  fuch  a  miferablc 
condition,  that  even  their  retreat  was  attended 
with  danger,  and  accomplifhed  with  difficulty, 
in  the  midft  of  the  havock  of  death. 

I  find,  and  indeed  the  fa£l  has  ever  been  the 
fame,  that  the  Pruffians  were  very  healthy 
during  their  marches  towards  France,  from 
their  own  country  ;  and  alfo  afterwards,  while 
they  were  moving  from  place  to  place,  and 
kept  in  motion  : — but  when  arretted  in  their 
progrefs,  fixed  to  one  fpot  on  the  marfhy  plains 
of  Champagne,  and  expofed  to  the  evils  I  have 
mentioned,  a  more  fudden,  or  extenfive  fcene 
of  military  difafter,  was  never  exhibited. 

Thus  this  vaft,  and  wonderfully  appointed 
force,  which  had  taken  almoft  three  years,  in 

"  dreadful 
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*  dreadful  note  of  preparation/*  was  able  to 
remain  only  two  months  in  France. 

Longwy,  the  firft,  and  laft  place  they  occu- 
pied, was  given  up  to  them  on  the  23d  of 
Auguft ;  and  they  furrendered  it  by  capitu- 
lation, on  the  23d  of  06lober. 

The  occurrences  and  event  of  this  fhort, 
but  memorable  expedition,  fhew  the  impor- 
tance of  fkilful  phyficians,  in  a  great  army  ; — 
which,  far  from  home,  is  always  a  great  evil, — 
and  has  more  wants  than  are  generally  calcu- 
lated :— when  health  is  one  of  them,  numbers 
effe6t  nothing,  but  in  their  recoil  multiply  dif- 
trefs,  and  increafe  confufion. 


O  K 


ON      THE 


DYSENTERY 


PART      THE      FIRST. 

THE  Dysentery,  or  Bloody  Flux,  being  a 
difeafe  fo  deftrudtive  to  foldiers  in  camps 
and  garrifons,  and  a  conftant  attendant  on  all 
military  operations,  it  is  a  medical  inquiry  of  the 

O  3  utmoft 

*■  When  this  treatife  was  firft  publifhed,  feparately,  in 
England,  it  was  remarked,  in  a  literary  journal,  that  curing 
the  dyfentery  by  fudorific  medicines,  was  not  a  new  doc- 
trine; and  fince  the  firft  edition  of  this  book  appeared,  the 
fame  journal  obferves,  that,  M  promoting  per fpi ration  after 
"  the  interlines  are  well  emptied,  is  the  ufual  mode  of  treat- 
"  ing  the  difeafe,  and  the  only  effectual  way  of  curing  it." — 
But  that  I  "  feem  to  place  too  much  efficacy  in  fudorifics  J  " 

Another  of  thefe  literary  journals  fuggefts,  that  the  difeafe, 
from  yielding  eafily  to  my  fudorific  treatment,  was  "  apecu- 

X  Monthly  Review  for  June  1788. 

"liar 
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ntmoft  importance  to  inveftigate  the  difeafe,  on 
every  occafion,  with  the  greateft  attention,  in 
hopes  of  finding  fome  method  to  put  a  flop  to  its 
devastation*  It  is  a  fubjeft  in  which  the  wel- 
fare of  mankind  is  deeply  interefted,  and  often 
the  glory  and  honour  of  a  nation.  If  thecaufe 
of  humanity  were  not  alone  a  fufficient  motive 
to  induce  to  this  refearch,  we  need  but  turn 

our 

'*  liar  epidemic  ;n  and  "  fufpe£ts  ftrongly  tliat  this  plat* 
**  would  not  fucceed  fo  well  in  this  climate*. " 

The  authors;  of  thefe  remarks  appear  candid,  but  lefs  for- 
tunate than  m  fome  others  which  they  have  honoured  me 
with.  If  they  had  given  the  fubjeft  due  consideration,  the 
former  would  have  known,  from  leading,  that  no  perfon, 
before  me,  antient,  or  modern,  has  ever  mentioned,  as  a 
fyftensv  treating  the  dyfentery,  after  the  prima;  via?  have 
!>eeii  cleanfed,  with  fudorific  medicines  only;  and  from  in- 
quiiry  among  practitioners  in  London,  or  any  where  elfe, 
that  it  is  not  "  the  ufual  mode  of  treating  the  drieafe."— • 
The  latter  gentleman,  from  my  words,  had  no  reafon  to 
fnppofe,  it  was  "  a  peculiar  epidemic/''  to  which  I  was  ap- 
plying the  doctrine,  but  to  the  various  epidemics  of  a  long 
feries  of  years.  And  though,  it  is  not  hitherto  6i  the  ufual 
4t  mode  of  treating  the  difeafe  ;"  yet  I  foretel  that  it  will  be 
fo,  whenever  any  fevere  epidemic  lhali  make  its  appearance, 
and  will  be  Ct  the  only  effectual  way  of  curing  it."  I  have 
the  fatrsfaftion  to  affcrt,  from  my  own  experience,  that  it 
does  fucceed  well  in  "  this  climate,"  and  in  every  other 
climate  of  Europe,  where  the  practice  has  gained,  and  is 
gaining  ground  fafter  than  could  reafonably  be  expected, 
confidering  what  piles  of  venerable  abfurdity  ftand  in  its 
way,  furrounded  by  an  koft  of  idolators,  defending  their 
fuperftition. 

*  Critical  Review  for  February  1788. 
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our  eyes  on  the  political  field  ;  there  we  may 
behold  the  beft  concerted  meafures  defeated  by 
its  influence.  The  page  of  military  hiftory 
weeps  lefs  for  the  (lain  in  battle,  than  for  thole 
who  have  fallen  vifitims  to  this  calamity. 

We  have  greatly  to  lament^  that  the  labours 
of  medical  writers  hitherto  have  met  with  fo 
little  fuccefs,  and  that  their  beft  endeavours 
have  only  fhewn,  how  little  we  know,  and 
how  much  we  have  to  learn,  in  treating  this 
difeafe. 

Happy  (hall  I  be,  if  the  following  obferva- 
tions  may  contribute  to  remove  fome  of  the 
many  difficulties  which  prefent  themfelves, 
and  induce  a  further  profecution  of  the  fubjeft, 
until  the  difeafe  is  brought  under  the  command 
of  the  mod  improved  and  certain  practice. 

The  word  Dyfentery,  in  Latin  Dyfenteria% 
and  in  Greek  Avrevrepia,  is  derived  from  Sug, 
with  difficulty,  and  bvtb^cc,  the  inteftines  ;  im- 
porting a  difficulty,  or  a  disturbance  of  the 
fun£tions  of  the  inteftines. 

The  Dyfentery  is  termed  by  the  Latin 
writers  Difficultas  bitejiinorinn ;  Celsus  calls 
it   tormina ;    Galen,  eXKuo-tg  imp*?,    Celius 

Aure- 
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Aurelianus,  Rheumatifmus  cum  Ulcere  ;  and  it 
is  thus  defcribed  by  Hippocrates  in  lib.  3, 
cap.  5.  de  V'tcius  Ratione  Sanorum  : — 

*Oicotccv   $e    Seoftctivo^evov    rev    o-couaTcg,    KaQocpvig 

SpifABtK  yeVTJTCily  TO  TS  SVTSpOV  ZUSTOCl,'  KXl  l\KO\JTCCty 
TLCU     ^IW^CapBBTUL    CilfACtTWd£Ot9      TOVTO     Oe     dUTSVTefflT}     Jfcflt- 

Xesraty    vovQ-og  yctkiirm   ts9   kcci   67riKivovvogm 

"When  the  body  is  heated,  and  there  is  an 
acrimonious  purging,  with  corrofion  and 
ulceration  of  the  inteftinc,  and  bloody  (tools,, 
the  difeafe  is  called  a  Dyfentery,  and  is  a  fevere 
and  dangerous  diforder." 

Galen  de  Locis  Affec7is,  Lib.  VI.  Cap.  2, 
fays,  Xpvj  o°  vpag.  ev  rep  •arupovTi  \oycp,  rag  xvptwi 
Qvo^oL^o^svccg  l'j<revTepia,g  azovBiv,  cog  cryjiAoavcvo'Tjg  rv\g 
'srpoo'TiFooia.g  evTBpccv    EXzuxriv. 

C4  It  is  neceffary  to  underftand  properly  the 
meaning  of  the  word  Dyfentery,  as  the  appel- 
lation itfelf  fignilies  an  ulcer  of  the  inteftines." 

And  that, — 

Ei>  ap%yi  pev  ovv  BKKPicrig  yjj^g  oaitvuoott;  Itcoivwg,  Bit 
avrcv  ytvsTcei,  [xsrx  Se  tocuttjv  anoXovQet  ^vcpxroi  tup 
tvTspoov*  etToe,  roig  Purpart  PvvezKotvBTxt  ri  uixpov  ctl- 
yc&Tsg)  tfH*  rioyl  av<rsvTeptx  to  TSu^og  t<f]i* 

"  At 
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41  At  firft  there  is  a  difcharge  of  acrid  bile, 
then  abrafions  of  the  inteftines  follow,  after- 
wards blood  is  excreted  with  the  abrafions; 
and  this  conltitutes  a  true  Dyfentery." 

He  then  proceeds, — 

"  When  abrafions  of  the  bowels  only  arc 
difcharged,  it  is  to  be  obferved,  whether  any 
fat  fubftance  is  voided  with  them  ;  for  then 
the  ulcer  is  in  the  large  inteftines.  When  blood 
is  voided,  it  is  neceflary  to  obferve  whether  it 
is  mixed  univerfally  with  the  excrements,  or 
whether  it  is  only  fuperficially  upon  fome  part 
of  them.  If  it  be  mixed  with  them,  it  ihews 
that  the  ulcer  is  in  the  fnperior  inteftines  ;  if  it 
appear  on  the  furface,  the  ulcer  is  in  the  in- 
ferior inteftines.  The  fame  obfervation  ap- 
plies in  regard  to  the  abrafions,  in  fome  de- 
gree ;  and  they  will  alfo  fhew  by  their  proper 
lubftance,  which  inteftine  is  affected.  Dyfen- 
teries  that  arife  from  the  liver,  are  to  be' 
difcovered  in  this  manner  ; — in  the  beginning, 
a  thin  bloody  fanies  is  difcharged,  then  by  the 
difeafe  increafmg,  a  thick  humour,  not  unlike 
the  faces  of  red  wine  ;  but  no  abrafions  are 
voided  ;  and  fometimes,  during  an  interval  of 
two  or  three  days,  the  evacuation  is  fup- 
preffed,  then  returns  again,   with  difcharges, 

much 
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much  worfe  than  the  former  ;  which  is  not  the 
cafe  when  there  is  an  ulcer  in  the  inteftines  : 
in  which  the  patient  has  neither  large  ftools, 
nor  long  intervals  between  them.  When  the 
ulcer  is  in  the  rectum,  the  difeafe  is  called  a 
cTe?iefmus  ;  it  is  attended  with  vehement  {train- 
ing, and  a  conftant  defire  of  going  to  ftool, 
voiding  at  the  fame  time  but  little,  which  in 
the  beginning  is  pituitous  and  pinguious,  but 
in  length  of  time,  a  fpecies  of  abrafions  is  alfo 
voided  :  but  through  the  whole  of  the  difeafe, 
the  faeces  from  the  fuperior  inteftines,  have 
nothing  of  this  fort  mixed  with  them." 

46  Some  writers  mention,  that  after  a  great 
{training  to  ftool,  preceded  by  a  vehement 
pain,  a  fort  of  callous  ftones  have  been  voided* 
not  unlike  thofe  which  are  generated  in  the 
bladder  :  but  I  have  never  feen  them,  nor  have 
I  ever  heard  of  any  perfon  who  has." 

He  fays,  in  his  Comment  on  the  Epidemics* 

Lib.  III.  Comm.  3,  Secf.  70,  "  that  there  are 
two  forts  cf  Dvfentcries  ;  one  from  an  ulcera- 
tion  of  the  corroded  inteftines,  and  the  other, 
when  a  copious  difcharge  of  blood  from  the 
veins  of  the  inteftines  is  evacuated." 


la 
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In  Lib*  III.  Cap.  7,  dt  Symptomatum  Caujis9 
he  fays,    "  there    are    four  different  fpecies  of 
blood)  excretions,  from  four  different  caufes  ; 
one  of  pure  blood,  from  the  lofs  of  a  limb,  or 
from  foregoing  fome  accuftomed  exercife.    An- 
other, when  from  animbecillity  of  the  liver,  a 
watery  blood    is  difcharged,  like  the  wafhings 
of  raw  fleih.     The  third,  when  a  black  and 
ihining  blood  is  difcharged.    In  thefe  three  fpe- 
cies of  excretions,  the  difcharges  are  large,  but 
in  the  fourth,  the  flools   are  imaller  and  more 
frequent;  fometimes  pure  blood  is  voided,  and 
fometimes  in   a  concreted  ftate  ;  fometimes  a 
fmall  quantity  of  matter  ;  alio  floughs  of  ul- 
cers, which  are  called  Eq>e^jciSsg  ;  befides  mem- 
branous fubftances,  which  are  parts  of  the  in- 
teftines  themfelves  ;    with   thefe,    excrements 
are  often   voided,  having   drops   of  blood  in 
them.     This  laft  is  an  exulceration  of  the  in- 
teftines,  and   which  only,    fome    writers  will 
allow  to  be  properly  called  a  Dyfentery." 

In  Lib.  II.  Cap.  5.  de  Locis  Ajfe&is,  he  fays, 
€l  griping  pains  in  the  inteftines  are  caufed  by  a 
corroding  humour,  for  which  reafon  the  dy- 
fentery is  always  preceded  by  thefe  pains  ; 
Which  with  an  ulceration  of  the  inteftines,  the 
modern  phyficians,  and  many  of  the  ancients, 

P  call 
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call  a  Dyfentery.  Some  of  the  latter  not  only 
term  this,  but  alfo  any  bloody  excretion,  a 
Dyfentery." 

Some  of  our  modern  writers  have  difputed 
with  the  ancients,  refpefting  the  propriety  of 
defcribing  the  dyfentery,  with  an  "ulceration 
of  the  bowels,  becaufe  on  ulceration  is  not  a 
primary  fymptom,  nor  neceffary  to  constitute 
a  dyfentery;  being,  as  Alexander  of  Tralles 
obferves,  rather  the  effect  than  the  caufe  of 
the  difeafe. 

But  thefe  discriminations  are  as  ufelefs  as  the 
various  divifions  into  which  thofe  moderns 
have  marfhalled  different  forts  of  dyfenteries  ; 
as  the  acute,  chronic,  bilious,  malignant, 
putrid,  benign,  red,  white,  brown,  grey, 
&c.  which  diftinftions,  in  fact,  are  only  ap- 
plicable to  the  various  appearances  of  the  fame 
difeafe,  as  influenced  by  climate,  feafon,  con-. 
Ititution  ;  to  different  ftages  and  degrees  of  it ; 
and  to  fuch  cafes  where  fome  other  diforder, 
or  epidemic,  is  united  with  it. 

Hippocrates  himfelf,  it  is  certain,  makes 
ufe  cf  the  epithet  epv^pu,  red,  in  Morb.  Vulg. 
Lib.  II.  and  in  other  places  ;  but  he  ufes  the 
word  AtnTcvref <«  every  where,  in  a  general  fenfe, 

as 
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as  well   as   Galen,  diftinguifhing  this  difeafe 
from  the   A<«ppo/«i  Alvi  V  .or  Diar- 

rhoea ;   and  from  the  Astevrepia,  Levitas  Intefti* 
novum,  or  Lientery. 

» 
The  Diarrhoea  is  defcribed  by  Aret^us  to  be 
a  fiux  of  liquid  and  unconcocted  aliment  *  ; 
and  by  Galen  to  be  a  plentiful  flux  of  the 
belly,  without  any  inflammation  or  exulcera- 
tion  of  the  inteftiries  *f .  The  Lientery  is  a  dif- 
eafe, according  to  Hippocrates  and  Galen, 
wherein  the  food  pafies  through  the  body, 
unchanged,  uncorrupted,  liquid,  and  with- 
out pain  ;  and  the  body  is  wrafted.  De  Af- 
ambus,  lib.  cap.  7.  £?  Aphov.  Hipp.  Com* 
ment.  VI.  Sea.  i. 

Sydenham,  in  treating  of  the  epidemical 
dyfentery  in  London,  of  1669,  1670,  1671, 
and  1672,  ufes  the  word  in  fo  general  a  fenfe, 
that  he  has  been  attacked  by  fome  obfervers  of 
trifles,  for  faying,  at  the  fetting-in  of  the  dy- 
ieutery  in  the  fir  ft  autumn,  feveral  had  no 
ftools  at  all,  cc  quamplurimi  nullis  omnino  dejetli- 
"  onibus  molejlabantur"  P  182. 

Hippocrates  fpeaks  of  the  difeafe  where  the 
patients  were  not  much  afflicted  with  pain ; 

•  Cap.  7.  de  Sig.  ct  Cauf.  Diut.  Morb,  Lib.  II. 
f Definition.  Medic. 

P  2  Lib. 
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Lib,  III,  Text  54.  Epidemiorum.  SvcrEVTspiouSeeg  ov  I1 
ovTti  Xiyv  e7ri7rovug  :  and  Sydenham  fays,  that  the 
epidemical  constitution  declining,    the  gripes 
were  fcarcely  felt ;    "  Tormina  vix  percipercn* 
"  tun"  P."  182. 

Having  premifed  thus  much  concerning  the 
definition  of  the  difeafe  of  which  I  am  treating, 
and  of  which  farther  and  ample  descriptions 
may  be  found,  by  referring  to  Aret^eus,  Ae- 
tius,  Celius  Aurelianus,  and  Alexander 
0/"Tralles,  I  fliall  proceed  to  the  firft  article 
for  therapeutical  consideration. 

The  immediate  caufes  of  all  difeafes,  well 
underftood  and  properly  confidered,  point  to 
their  cure.  It  was  an  obfervation  of  the  illuf- 
trious  Sydenham,  that  pofTeffing  this  know- 
ledge, and  a  correct  hiftory  of  a  difeafe,  he 
never  was  at  a  lofs  to  prefcribe  a  fuitable  re- 
medy for  it ;  and  that  he  always  proceeded 
with  caution,  until  thefe  circumflances  wer< 
ascertained. 

The  diforder  in  queftion  has  been,  I  believe, 
more  confidered  from  its  effects,  remote,  an< 
concurring    caufes,    than   from    its    irtmiediate 
caufe  ;  hence  we  may  account  for  the   ineffi- 
cacy  of  the  various  attempts  to  cure  it. 

Thi 
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The  pea  of  writers  has  clone  little  more  in 
the  dyfentery,  than  record  the  times  and 
places  when  and  where  it  proved  mod  fatal  ; 
the  appearance  it  put  on;  its  lymptoms  ;  its 
devaluation  ;  variety  of  modes  of  treatment, 
that  hud  no  certain  fuccefs  ;  now  and  then  a 
remarkable  cafe ;  and  the  phenomena  dif- 
covered  on  dilfecling  the  dead  *f 

The  great  author  above-mentioned,  follow- 
ing nature  as  an  unerring  guide,  never  flopped 
at  effe&s,  neither  did  he  bewilder  himfelf  in 
the  fearch  of  thofe  caufes  of  difeafes,  that  are 
not  cognizable  by  our  fenfes,  but  proceeded 
on  to  fuch  as  are  immediate,  or  conjunct,  and 
obferved  and  aflifted  the  means  employed  by- 
nature  to  relieve  herfelf  ftruggling  under  the 
opprefiion  of  difeafe  ;  or  fubftituted  a  fafer  and 

*  The  various  appearances  of  the  interlines  after  death 
from  this  difeafe,  have  been  defcribed  by  a  multitude  of 
writers ;  and  many  of  their  defcriptions  collected  together 
byBoNETUs,  and  may  be  fecn  in  his  admirable  work,  the 
Sepulcbretum,  Lib.  III.  Set?.  11.  But  as  diffeclions  of  this 
fort  lead  t:o  nothing  towards  the  cure  of  the  dyfentery,  and 
as  the  appearance  of  the  inteftines  varies  according  to  the 
habit  of  the  patient,  and  the  duration  of  the  difeafe,  I  have 
fupprelTed  an  account  of  many  directions  I  have  made,  as 
demonftrative  only  of  its  effects,  which  are  fufficiently  known 
\o  all  practitioner:. 
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better  method,  when  hers  was  dangerous  or 
ineffectual.  To  this  principle  the  world  is 
indebted  for  that  ineftimable  work,  which  can 
only  perilh  with  it ;  a  work  founded  on  a  bafis 
applicable  to  all  climes  ;  that  ftands  as  the 
Palladium  of  phyfic  againft  the  fuperftitious 
errors  of  the  middle  ages,  and  the  ingenious 
chimeras  of  later  times. 

He  difcovered  the  Dyfentery  to  be  a  fever  of 
the  feafon  or,  of  its  own  kmd,  turned  inwards 
upon  the  infeftines%  "  Fehrem  eum  ejjc  fui  Jx 
cet  generis,  in  intejilna  introverfam"  P.  182. 
And  yet  his  fucceflbrs  have  made  but  little 
farther  ufe  of  this  excellent  aphorifm  than 
quoting  it,  as  their  rules  laid  down  for  treating 
the  difeafe  fufficiently  prove. 

Ill  the  courfeof  my  experience  in  the  Weft- 
Indies,  and  from  every   account  I  have  t 
able   to   procure  in  that    part  of  the  world,  I 

€  invariably  found  the  truth  of  Syde 
opinion;  and  have  remarked,  that  as  the  flux 
conforms  by  the  riuraber  of  ftools,  and  by  its 
rapidity,  to  the  d<  -  io  it  docs  to  the 
ft  ate  of  the  fever,  of  the  feafon,  when  it  pre- 
3  ;  the  ftools  being  more  frequent,  and  all: 
fymptoms    more   aggravated,    at  thofe   h< 

when 


1 
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rent  fevers  are  in  their  exac 
bati  lien  th<  -  are 

in  their  remiflion ;  befides,  the  alternate  fuc- 
ceflion   of  one  di  to  another,  I  have  f 

can  it  be  doubted  that 

e  mod  others, 

ion  ;  not  confined 

to  cold,  hot,  wet,   or   dry  fcafons  ;  particular 

food.  \       x,  liquors,  or  fruit  :  but  chiefly  de- 

tding  on  fottie  fecret  influence  in  the   atmo- 

ere,  or  on  fudden  tranfitions  of  the  air,  and 

luch  other   caufes   as    expofe    people   to   have 

perfpiration  haftily  Hopped. 

I  knowthiat  writers  have  written  verv  learn- 
on  remote,   pre-difpofing,  and  proximate 
id    lay   great    ftrefs    on    heat    and 
ifture,  putrid  ferments,  infection,  &c.  &c. 
But  upon  a   fhrict   examination,  we  (hall  find 
t  there   has  been  too  much  attention    em- 
ployed on   thefe. vague,  uncertain,  and  never- 
to-be -defined   circumftances  ;  while  the  imme- 
diate caufe,  or  primum  mobile,  has  efcaped  un- 
noticed. 

Epidemical  difeafes  can  have  but  one  gene- 
ral and    immediate  caufe  ;  for   what  pre-dif- 

ing  caufe  can  exift,  where  every  diverfity  of 
habit  of  body,  and  age,  is  fubject  to  the  fame 

P  4  fymptc 
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fymptoms,  and  cured  by  the  fame  remedies  ? 
It  is  not  to  be  doubted  that  a  conjunct  caufe  h 
neceffary,  by  which  one  part  becomes  affected 
and  not  another  ;  otherwife  obftruSed  perfpi- 
ration,  the  parent  of  fo  many,  would  always 
produce  the  fame  difeafe. 

Though  I  believe  that  epidemical  dyfen- 
teries  have  but  one  univerfal  and  common 
caufe,  and  may  be  removed  by  one  univerfal 
and  common  remedy,  yet  I  do  not  contend 
that  a  particular  difeafe  may  not  be  created 
by  a  particular  caufe,  and  be  cured  by  a  par- 
ticular medicine.  Accidental  Jiimuli  in  the 
bowels  have  often  caufed  this  difeafe,  and  a 
little  rhubarb  and  laudanum  have  often  cured 
it. 

It.  is  faid  by  Cufpinianus,  that  the  emperor 
Theophilus  died  of  a  dyfentery,  which  was 
caufed  by  drinking  a  large  draught  of  very 
cold  water.  Fabricius  Hildanus  mentions  a 
perfon  to  whom  the  eating  of  mufhrooms 
had  almoft  proved  fatal  by  the  fame  difeafe  % 
Milan  fays,  that '  Machos %  an  Egyptian,  a  re- 
markably healthy  man  in  his  own  country, 
loit  his  life  by  a  dyfentery  in  Perfia,  which  he 


*  Do  Dyienter.  Op.  10. 
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Light  on  by  changing  from  his  accuftomed 
diet,  to  that  of  the  luxurious  Perfians  *f  Ama- 
tiu  Lujitanus  fays,  the  people  in  India  and 
Egypt  have  dyfenterics,  from  eating  the  flefli 
pf  animals  that  teed  on  Caffia  Fiftula  'f. — I  have 
frequently  known  dyfenterics  caufed  bv  eating 
immoderately  of  inch  fruit  as  pine-apples  and 
oranges,  among  people  newly  arrived  in  the 
Weft-Indies  ;  and  in  Paris  from  drinking  the 
water  of  the  Seine  ;  and  from  a  change  of  wa- 
ter in  many  countries.  But  the  caufe  of  epi- 
demical difeafes  is  no  more  to  be  confidered 
from  particular  cafes,  than  the  natural  life  of 
man  is  to  be  eftimated,  by  the  age  of  thole  that 
fall  by  cafualty,  or  periili  by  untimely  death. 

The  confequence  of  obftrucled  perfpiration, 
from  whatever  caufe,  is  either  great  inflam- 
mation, or  great  debility  ;  and  a  plethora  in 
the  body,  of  much  greater  extent  than  what 
can  be  caufed  by  the  lofs  of  a  limb,  or  the  fup- 
preflion  of  the  menfes,  or  a  bleeding  at  the 
nofe  :  and  yet  Hippocrates  and  Galen  affign 
thefc,  which  many  other  writers  and  frequent 
obfervations  confirm,  to  be  fufficient  caufes  to 
produce  a  rupture  of  veffels,  in  other  parts  of 
the  body. 

*  Lib.  V.  Cap.  i.  Var.Hiftor. 

f  Cent.  II.  Curat.  45.  in  Scholia. 

By 
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By  what  conjun<5t  caufe  this  plethora,  from 
obftrufted  perfpiration,  fhould  be  diredted  to 
the  inteftines,  and  not  to  the  lungs,  I  do  not 
know.  If  this  conjunct  caufe  b^  only  fome  la- 
tent matter  in  the  bowels,  how  comes  it,  that 
in  camps,  where  the  officers  and  men  often  ufe 
a  totally  different  diet,  and  are  in  many  re- 
fpects  under  different  circumftances,  and  in 
cities,  where  infants,  adults,  old  people,  and 
thofe  of  every  defcription,  and  mode  of  life, 
fall  indifcriminately  in  an  epidemical  feafon  ? 

The  great  outlet  for  perfpiration  being  the 
(kin,  it  muft  ever  be  fubject  to  variation  in 
quantity  from  the  viciffitudes  of  the  air.  In 
the  temperate  clime  of  Italy,  it  appears  by 
Sanctorius*  that  perfpiration  amounts  to 
five-eighths  of  what  is  taken  into  the  body  ; 
we  cannot,  therefore,  be  furprifed  at  the  vio- 
lent efforts  nature  immediately  makes,  on  the 
Hidden  fuppr  eflion  of  an  habit  of  fuch  extent  : 
and  if  we  attend  to  the  (tools  of  fome  patients, 
after  the  common  contents  of  the  bowels  are 
difcharged,  before  the  blood- veffels  are  broken, 
and  at  intervals  when  there   is.  no  mixture  of 

*  San&oriu'i  fays,  fifty  ounces  of  perfpiration  is  difcharged 
from  a  man  in  a  clay  in  Italy.  Kiel  computes  that  thirty- 
three  ounces  is  the  mean  quantity  in  England. 

blood, 
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d,  or   mucus,  we  (hall  find   they  arc  no 
ig  but  a  ferous,  acrid  fluid3  fecerned  from 
blood. 

5  1  have  conftantly  praftifed  in  the  opinion 

an  epidemical  dyfentery  is  a  Fever  of  the 

\r,    and    that    this    fever   is  univerfally 

cauied  by  the  objirufled  perforation   being  de- 

lined  there  ;  fo    I    have    univerfally  found 

It  relieved  by  turning  back  that  difcharge  to  its 

natural  channel  :   nor  have  I  often  found  diffi- 

y  in  removing  it  fpeedily,  when  taken  iu 

the  beginning  of  the  difeaie. 

The  common  and  fatal  practice  of  attacking 
:he  diforder  in  the  bowels,  with  opiates  and 
tftringents,     is    but    aggravating  effect 

rhich  at  firft   is   irritation,  and  diftention  of 
Le  mefaraic  vefTels),  while  the  caufe  is  intirely 
eclcd. 

Among  the  multitude  of  formulae  propofed, 

nd  Snake-root i  Dover's  Powder,   and  other 

liaphoretic  medicines  ;  but  exhibited  in  fuch 

manner  that  they  mud  often  have  produced 

tore  harm  than    godd :    however,  it  plainly 

lemonftrates  that  the  fkin  has  not  been  really 

iked  to  for  relief,  much  lefs  has  the  procefs 

of 
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of  sweating  been  confidered  as  the  only  one 
to  be  relied  on. 


Some  phyficians  recommend  Ipecacuanha  in 
fmali  dofes,  united  with  Philonium,  or  Opium  : 
others  a  courfe  of  Ipecacuanha  in  ftages  of  the 
difeafe,  when  the  inflammatory  fymptoms  are 
over.  The  good  effects  from  Ipecacuanha  are 
attributed,  fometimes  to  its  anti-fpafmodic 
power  ;  fometimes  to  its  purging,  and  fome- 
times to  its  aftringent  quality.  But  with  de-i 
ference  to  thefe  opinions,  which  have  been 
numerous,  I  believe  with  Freind,  that  Ipeca- 
cuanha increafes  the  tendency  of  the  humours, 
to  the  fkin  ;  and  therein  confifts  its  ufe  in 
fluxes  *. 

I  apprehend  that  no  aftringent  medicines, 
Amply  as  fuch,  will  often  be  found  proper  in 
fluxes  :  this  is  daily  evinced  by  gangrenes,  ob- 
ftinate  obftructions,  abfeefles,  dropfies  or  fwel-. 
lings,  which  arife  when  a  flux  has  been  injudi- 

*  Radix  Ipecacuanha?  praeter  vim  vomitariam,  quam  oh- 
fcinet,  uberrimum  fudorem  excitare  folet.  Atque  in  hoc, 
quantum  ego  conje&ura  afTequi  poffum  prcecipue  confiflit 
egregie,  iila  in  Dyfentericis  affedibus  virtus,  quam  ilbi  praj 
aliis  vomendiinftrumentis  vindicat. 

Freinq  Comment,  de  Feb. r.  p.  40. 

cioufly 
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cioufly  flopped  by  them  *.  A  Dyfentery  being, 
in  its  firit  ftages,  "  a  Fever  of  the  Lite/lines^' 
and  in  every  ftage,  as  far  as  relates  to  the  ex- 
cretions, an  increafe  of  one  difcharge  from  the 
diminution  of  another  ;  which  cannot  be  effec- 
tually remedied,  but  by  reftoring  the  functions 
of  the  body  to  their  natural  order  and  equi- 
librium. 

Sunac  gave  'Emetic  Tartar  in  fmall  dofes ; 
but  he  expreisly  fays,  he  gave  it  as  a  laxative 
to  keep  up  a  free  paffage  from  the  ftomach  to 
the  rectum.  It  is  a  common  practice  to  give 
the  Glafsy  and  other  preparations  of  Antimony ', 
in  cafual  dofes,  and  uncertain  periods  ;  but  the 
operation  is  always  intended  for  the  firft  paf- 
fages.  In  this  practice,  though  the  primes  vice 
arc  fo  neceffary  to  be  cleanfed,  I  attribute  the 
principal  fuccefs  to  the  effects  antimonials  pro- 
duce, in  opening  the  obftructed  capillaries, 
and  preventing  a  reflux  of  humours  to  the 
bowels  ;  for  often  in  fluxes,  when  from  care- 
lefsnefs  and  cold,  antimonials  have  had  their 

*  Hippocrat.  Proenot.  Se£l.  2.  "  Intempeftive  fup- 
p refTa  Inteftinorum  Difficultas,  abfcefTum  in  coftis,  aut  in 
vifceribus,  aut  articulis  inducit."  And  Galen  de  Veru 
Se£l.  adverfus  Erasistrat.  Cap.  6.  fays,  "Melancholia, 
Infania,  Pleuritis,  Dolor  Renum,  Sanguinis  Vomitus,  Epilep- 
iia,  Hydrops,  oriri  poffunt," 

whole 
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whole  force  and  a6lion  turned  upon  the  bowels, 
they  have  increased  the  determination  of  the 
fluids  there,  and  brought  on  hidden  death. 

The  a6tivity  of  emetic  tartar  makes  the  di- 
rection of  it  difficult  ;  it  is  in  many  refpe£!s  a 
dangerous  medicine,  in  hot  climates,  the  ner- 
vous fyftem  there  being  lo  irritable, — excepting 
merely  as  an  emetic.  It  has  done  much  mil- 
chief  when  employed  as  a  diaphoretic  in  fevers 
and  fluxes.  The  reguline  virulence  of  the  anti- 
mony being  combined  with  acid,  makes  its 
operation,  as  a  fudorihe,  very  precarious  ;  and 
it  often  proves  fatal  to  the  ftomach. 

Such  preparations  of  antimony,  as  James's 
Pozi'der,  that  have,  what  has  been  termed  the 
phlogiflton  of  the  mineral,  uiitigated,  and  the 
reguline  part  capable  of  action,  from  acidity, 
are  beft  in  thefe  difeafes,  being;  more  certainly 
fudoritic  ;  their  operation  in  the  ftomach  and 
bowels  confiderably  depends  on  the  ftate  of  the 
humours  contained  there  ;  and  they  principally 
become  active  when  nature  requires  it. 

It  has  been  fuppofed  that  the  dofes  of  thefc 
preparations  of  antimony  cannot  be  fo  well 
afcertained  as  its  folution  by  the  vegetable 
acid  ;  for  which  reafon  emetic  tartar  has  been 

pre- 
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red  for  life.     It  muft  be  admitted  that 
etic   tartar    is   a  certain  '    when 

.a  for  that  purpofe,  the  dole  is  eafily  afce^ 

tained  ;  but  as  it  acts  immediately  on  the  fto- 
mach,  it  is  frequently  impoffible  to  produce 
any  other  effects  by  it,  in  whatever  dofe  ad- 
miniftered.  A  very  refpe&able  phyfician,  at 
(he  head  of  a  medical  feminary  *,  has  greatly- 
contributed  to  the  general  ufe  of  emetic  tartar, 
and  much  abufe  of  it  has  arifen  in  hot  climates, 
from  refpccl  to  his  authority  and  character. 

It  has  been fuppofed  alfo  by  the  fame  profefibr, 
that  the  application  of  cold  air,  as  a  fedative, 
by  abating  the  re-action  of  the  vafcular  fyftem, 
may  be  ufeful  in  fome  circumstances  of  fever  ; 
but  he  does  not  venture  to  pronounce  in  what. 
This  dangerous  conjecture  too  we  have  feen 
followed,  by  the  extravagant  cuftom  of  ex- 
pofing  patients  indiscriminately  in  fevers  and 
fluxes,  almofty&Z'  dio9  and  the  mifchief  it  pro- 
duced difregarded. 

A  moderately  cool,  temperate  air,  is  proper 
and  necefiary  in  every  fpecies  of  fever  ;  but  if 
any  thing  beyond  that  degree  is  meant,  it  can- 
not be  fupported  by  any   reafoning  that  ap- 

*Dr.  Cullen.  * 

plies 


224  ON     THE     DYSENTERY. 

plies  to  the  fmall-pox  ;  though  this  gave  rife 
to  the  fpeculation,  and  many  experiments  on 
it,  in  the  fouthera  parts  of  Europe. 

The  fmall-pox  fever  is  fui  generis ■,  and  ter- 
minates in  phlegmons  ;  it  requires  a  treatment 
of  its  own  ;  for  example,  cooler  air  than  is  re- 
quired in  a  (late  of  health  is  neceffary  ;  raifing 
3  fweat  is  prejudicial,  and  often  changes  the 
diitlnct  into  the  confluent  fort.  On  the  con- 
trary, in  fevers,  their  folution  is  commonly  by 
fweat :  cold  air  applied,  as  in  the  fmall-pox, 
impedes  that  folution,  and  changes  an  inter- 
mittent into  a  remittent,  or  both  into  a  con- 
tinued fever. 

The  preceding  paragraph  will  not  be  deemed 
digreffive,  as  it  is  neceffary  to  elucidate  my 
fubje£L 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  difpute  the  auxi- 
liary aid,  that  may  occafionally  be  drawn  from 
various  purgatives,  and  even  from  various 
aftringents,  in  certain  conditions  of  a  dyfen- 
tery,  diarrhoea,  or  tenefmus  ;  or  from  rhu- 
barb, abforbents,  and  correctors,  in  unimpor- 
tant complaints  of  the  bowels,  originating 
there,  from  acrimony  and  crudities  ;  but  to  re- 
commend a  practice  for   removing  epidemical 

7  dyfen- 
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dyfcnteries,    by  means  adequate  to,  and  that 
correspond  with,  their  general  caufe. 

It  will  occur  to  every  practitioner  (as  my  in- 
tention here  is  the  ufe  of  Sudorifics)  that  I 
mean  a  careful,  continued  courfe  of  them,  to  keep 
up  a  Sweat  in  extent  proportioned  to  the  violence 
of  the  difeafe  ;  and  not  the  trifling  way  of  gi- 
ving them  in  fmall  dofes,  whilft  the  patient  is 
expofed,  and  their  operation  neglected.  It  will 
occur  alio,  that  the  fudorific  employed  mujl  be 
fuitable  to  the  nature  of  the  flux  ;  theflage  of  it ; 
a?id  the  habit  of  the  patient. 

When  I  propofe  a  method  for  the  cure  of 

this   difeafe   by  a   courfe    of  fudorifics,  I   am 

aware  of  no  objection  that  can  poflibly  attend 

the  novelty  of  the  doctrine  ;  excepting  that  it 

\vants  the  fanction  of  the  fathers   of  phyfic, 

and  has  to  oppofe  the  errors  and  prejudices  of 

cuftom.     But  facts  muft  fupport  it,  where  this 

difeafe  is  mod  formidable,  from  the  important 

confideration  that  fuccefs  in  war,  the  fafety  of 

pofTeffions,  and  the   protection  of  commerce, 

depend   on  the    prefervation    of  foldiers   and 

failors  ;  among  whom  the  flux  has  ever   been 

found  to  make  the  mod  dreadful  havock  in  the 

Eaft  and  Weft-Indies,  and  on    all  fervice  'in 
hot  climates* 

Q  Though 
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Though  I  have  had  a  fucceffion  of  opportu- 
nities in  my  private  pra£tice,  fmce  the  year 
1768,  to  prove  the  extent  of  the  doctrine  I 
advance  ;  I  have  alfo  had  many  opportunities 
to  prove  its  efficacy,  in  that  degree  of  dyfen- 
tery,  which  is  no  where  to  be  feen  but  in  mi- 
litary camps  and  garrifons  :  for  which  reafon 
I  ihall  illuftrate  the  fubje6l  with  a  fhort 
account  of  the  bloody-flux,  as  it  raged 
among  the  troops  in  Jamaica,  in  April,  1780, 
and  particularly  in  the  camp  at  Cafiile  Forty 
with  the  method  that  I  followed  in  the  treat- 
ment. 

This  flux  will  appear  to  want  almoft  all  the 
ufually-conceived  remote  caufes  of  adyfentery; 
but  it  will  be  found,  with  the  immediate  one, 
common  to  all. 

The  ftate  of  the  human  frame  forfome  time 
prior  to  the  above  period,  underwent  a  multi- 
tude of  diurnal  transitions,  from  the  abfence, 
or  prefence  of  a  violent  fea-breeze  :  the  weather 
was  uqw  remarkably  dry,  hot  for  the  feaibn  of 
the  year,  and  at  times  fultry.  It  was  impofli- 
ble  to  ufe  the  leaft  exercife  without  being 
heated  ;  and  it  was   almoft  impoflible  to  get 

.  heated, 
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heated,  without  being  immediately  chilled  by 
the  breeze  *. 

It  is  the  foldier's  life  to  be  much  expofed, 
and  it  is  his  cuftom  to  be  carelefs  of  himfelf  : 
when  he  is  fatigued,  or  heated,  he  haftens  to 
cool  himfelf  in  the  breeze,  or  night  air,  and 
perhaps  throws  off  his  clothes,  and  often  lies 
down  and  fleeps  in  that  condition.  If  he  is 
wet,  he  dries  his  clothes,  linen,  and  fkin  to- 
gether. By  thefe  means,  perfpiration,  the 
great  fountain  of  health  in  hot  climates,  is 
fuddenly  ftopped,  and  febrile  ftrictures  occupy 
the  whole  furrace  of  the  body. 

A  Flux  following  thefe  data,  muft  diftinguifh 
itfelf  by  an  inflammatory  diathefis  ;  and  its 
progrefs  will  confequently  be  rapid. 

The  general  fymptomswere  a  chilnefs  in  the 
beginning,  fucceeded  by  feveriili  heats  ;  gri- 
pings,  and  frequent  fmall  motions  ;  ficknefs 
of  the  ftomach,  and  fometimes  retchings ;  co- 
pious purging  foon  followed,  with  ^een, 
brown,  or   yellow  watery   (tools  ;   thefe    were 

*  When  the  breeze  h  violent,  and  what  is  called  fiery,  it 
checks  perfpiration,  when  people  are  expofed  to  it,  in  an 
inactive  fit  nation  ;  making  the  ikin  dry  and  parched,  and 
caufnig  a  feverifh  tendency. 

Q^2  now 
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now  mixed  with,  or  fucceeded   by  great  dif- 
charges  of  blood  ;  feveral  ounces  of  pure  ar- 
terial blood   were   voided    in  a  ftream,  every 
half  hour,  or  hour  ;  and  fome  patients  bled  to 
death  in  this   manner.     The  ftools  varied  in 
fastor,  and  appearance,  according  to  the   pe- 
riods of  the  difeafe,  and  as  they  were  more  or 
lefs  retained.    A  confiderable    degree   of  fever 
brought   on  the   difeafe,  and  accompanied  it 
with   fome  ;    with    others    but   little.    Small, 
bloody,  (limy  ftools   continually  harraffed  the 
patient  in  the  laft  ftages,  particularly  at  nights. 
The  tongue  was  greatly  furred,  and  fometimes 
of  a  brown,  or  black  colour.    Apthae  appeared 
but  feldom.     This  is  the   general  account  of 
thefe  who  experienced  the  violence  of  the  dif- 
eafe, and  furvived   the  firft  week  ;  but  many 
who  were   feized   at    the  fetting  in  of  the  flux 
that  fpring,  perifhed  in  three  or  four  days. 

The  curative  indications  are  to  cleanfe  the 
inteftines,  and  to  caufe  a  revuHion  to. the  fur- 
face  of  the  body.  When  the  difeafe  is  rapid, 
the  cure  depends  on  performing  thefe  things  as 
fpeedily  as  poffible. 

Experience   having   fhewTi   that  the    com- 
mon methods    and   medicines,  hitherto    ufed, 
fall  far    fhort,  in   violent  dyfenteries,  of  ob- 
taining 
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turning  the  important  point  of  revulfion,  in 
proper  time,  and  fupporting  it ;  the  practice 
will  itill  be  deficient,  if  we  cannot  find  means 
adequate  to  thefe  purpofes. 

The  inductive  confiderations  are,  to  bleed 
whenever  it  can  be  done  with  fafetv  ;  to  cleanfe 
the  -prima  vice  ;  to  check  the  impetus  with 
which  the  circulation  is  determined  on  the  in- 
teftines,  diitending  and  burfting  the  coats  of 
the  diftributino;  branches  of  the  mefenteric 
arteries  ;  to  remove  the  fpafm  from  the  veflels 
of  the  furface  of  the  body,  and  to  caufe  a  di- 
verfion  there  : — all  thefe  muft  be  done  imme- 
diately, that  the  revulfion  may  be  effectual. 

Bleeding  being  an  operation  of  great  confe- 
quence  in  the  flux,  the  cure  is  generally  begun 
with  it,  repeating  it  as  the  fymptoms  au- 
thorife.  There  are  but  few  indances  where  it 
may  not  fafely  be  done  in  the  beginning  of  the 
difeafe  ;  obferving  only,  "  non  quce  a: fas  Jit,,  v 
fed  quce  vires  Jint  *."  The  neceffity  is  obvious, 
where  the  patient  is  plethoric,  with  much 
fever,  full  pulfe,  and  fevere  pains. 

After  bleeding,  a  vomit  of  Ipecacuanha  is  to 
be  given  ;  which  commonly  relieves  the   fto- 

*  Cels.  Lib.  II,  Cap.   10. 

Qjj  m:«:h 
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mach  from  a  load  of  acid,  poraceous,  bilious 
impurities.  But  our  great  expectation  from 
vomiting  is,  that  its  acStion  on  the  mufcular 
fibres  of  the  ftomach,  forces  open  the  extreme 
arterial  capillaries,  forwards  the  circulation  to 
the  furface  of  the  body,  and  induces  to  fweat. 
This,  the  invariable  effedt  of  vomits,  has  not 
been  noticed  bv  the  ancients  ;  and  has  never 
been  by  the  moderns  applied  to  the  end  I  pro- 
pofe  in  the  cure  of  inteftinal  difeafes.  An 
opiate,  after  its  operation  is  neceffary. 

After  the  vomit  and  opiate,  it  is  proper  to 
empty  the  bowels,  but  with  caution,  in  cafe 
the  patient  be  weak  ;  and  in  fuch  a  manner, 
as  not  to  increafe  the  determination  of  the 
blood  there,  and  divert  it  from  the  furface  ; 
for  then  we  fhould  lofe  the  ground  gained  by 
the  vomit,  and  counteract  our  principal  de- 
fign.  An  antimonial  that  a£ls  much  upon  the 
(kin,  and  purges  at  the  fame  time,  is  what  I 
always  ule. 

The  primce  vice  being  cleanfed,  and  the  re- 
vulfion  begun,  it  muft  be  fupported  by  fudo- 
rifics,  that  the  difeaie  may  be  thrown  off  by 
fweat :  this  will  be  effected  by  uniting  an  opiate 
with  a  diaphoretic,  and  adminiftering  it  a$ 
occafion  requires.     Laudanum  and  antimonial 

wine 
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u  inc  combined,  is  a  medicine  that  caufes  little 
or  no  irritation,  and  is  a  pleafant  and  certain 
diaphoretic.  It  is  generally  neceilary  in  the 
flux,  when  a  fweat  is  intended  by  antimonial, 
or  other  emetic  medicines,  in  fmall  dofes,  to 
add  laudanum,  to  take  oft'  their  irritation  ;  by 
which  means  their  dofes  and  effects  may  be 
greatly  extended. 

James" 's  Powder  is  admirably  calculated  to 
anfwer  the  firft  intentions  in  this  difeafe  :  it 
poffeftes  this  great  advantage,  that  though  it 
ihall  effectually  cleanfe  the  prima  vice,  pro- 
perly given,  it  never  fails  to  excite  a  plentiful 
fweat,  and  its  effects  terminate  on  the  Ikin. 
This  double  operation,  if  I  may  fo  call  it,  per- 
haps has  made  it  fo  decifive  in  obftinate  fevers. 

When  the  diaphorciis  is  begun,  I  cover  my 
patient,  if  a  foldier,  with  a  blanket  (which  no 
foldier  ihould  be  without),  and  take  care  that 
the  wind  is  not  admitted  directly  upon  him. 
I  do  not  fuffer  him  to  uncover  himfelf,  but 
order  whatever  he  wants  to  be  brought  to  him, 
and  fupply  him  copiouily  with  warm  barley- 
water,  mint,  fage,  balm,  or  oatmeal  tea  ;  and 
now  and  then  give  him  a  bafon  of  gruel,  or 
thin  flour  pap,  with  a  fpoonful  or  two  of  good, 
found  white  wine  in  it,  as  free  as  poflible  from 
acidity. 

Q^4  When 
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When  the  fudorific  procefs  has  been  fuccefs- 
fully  continued,  all  the  fymptoms  grow  milder  ; 
and  if  the  patient  break  out  in  a  raih,  or  effio- 
refcent  eruptions,  or  boils,  the  difeafe  will 
foon  be  removed. 

Should  it  be  objected,  that  uncovering  and 
expofmg  the  patient  while  fweating,  when  he 
rifes  to  go  to  ftool,  is  an  inconveniency  which 
militates  againft  my  doftrine  ;  I  anfwer,  that 
where  there  are  proper  attendants  and  utenfils, 
the  patient  need  not  be  expofed,  nor  move 
from  his  bed  ;  and  that  when  once  a  complete 
and  univerfal  fweat  is  raifed,  the  neceffity  for 
expofmg  the  patient  at  all,  will  foon  be  at  an 
end,  as  the  difeafe  fometimes  fuddenly  difap- 
pears. 

In  the  Weft-Indies,  in  the  prefence  of  fe- 
veral  of  the  officers  of  different  regiments, 
who  were.defirous  to  be  fpeclators  of  a  fa6l  fo 
interefting  to  the  army,  a  foldier  has  been 
taken  in  the  word:  condition  of  the  difeafe, 
with  blood  running  from  him,  as  in  an  haemor- 
rhage from  a  wound,  and  in  the  utmoft  agony  ; 
I  have  given  him  three  grains  of  the  common 
Glafs  of  Antimony,  finely  prepared,  and  made 
into   a   fmall  pill  ;  this  perhaps  has  operated 

upwards 
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upwards  and  downwards ;  but  in  promoting 
its  operation  to  the  fkin,  thofe  other  operations 
cealed,  and  a  violent  fweat  has  enfued  ;  which 
was  kept  up  hy  warm  herb  teas,  and  now  and 
then  fmall  doles  of  laudanum,  which  may  al- 
ways be  given  with  fafety,  and  without  any  of 
its  ufual  inconveniencies,  while  the  patient  is 
fwcating,  which  is  a  fact  worthy  the  attention 
of  practitioners  :  even  the  firft  ftool,  after  the 
fweating  has  been  raifed,  has  been  lefs  bloody, 
and  the  third,  or  fourth,  frequently  fcarcely 
tinged. — Such  is  the  power  of  Revulsion. 

If  the  flux  continue  obftinate,  and  the  fweats 
do  not  go  on  kindly,  it  will  not  only  be  requi- 
fite  to  carry  off  the  morbific  humours  by  a  dofe 
of  the  antimonial  purgative,  but  repeated  vo- 
jnits  of  Ipecacuanha  are  to  be  given.  In  this 
cafe  the  circulation  has  not  been  enough  di- 
verted from  the  inteftines,  to  produce  a  full 
and  fufficient  diaphorefis  ;  it  is  therefore  ne- 
cefTary  to  give  a  frelh  impulfe  to  the  fibres,  by 
the  action  of  vomiting; :  for  in  vomiting,  the 

o  o 7 

action  of  the  ftomach,  and  the  contraction  of 
the  abdominal  vifcera,  force  the  blood  to  the 
furface,  and  upper  parts  of  the  body. 

Another    caufe  of  obftinacy  in  the  flux,  is 
indurated  feces,  lodged  in  the  inteftines  ;  and 

though 
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though  the  patient  ihall  have  been  repeatedly 
purged,  and  taken  nothing  but  fluids  during 
his  illnefs,  it  is  amazing  whatfcyba/a,  or  lumps 
of  excrement,  will  fometimes  be  brought  away, 
by  a  repetition  of  the  antimonial  purgative, 
after  an  interval  of  fever al  days  :  for  which 
reafon,  when  the  fweats  have  been  plentiful, 
the  pulfe  moderate,  and  the  flux  ftill  continues, 
we  may  fufpect  this  to  be  the  cafe. — The  ex- 
traordinary appearance  thefe  balls  of  excre- 
ment fometimes  acquire  from  a  long  retention 
among  the  difeafed  fecretions,  has  induced 
lbme  writers  to  whimfical  fuppofitions  con- 
cerning their  caufe,  and  component  prin- 
ciples, 

Pringle  fays,  he   does   not  know  whether 
thofe  lumps,    which  have   the  appearance  of 
fuet,  are  the  fame  which  Hippocrates  calls 
capyceg^  carunculcz. 

Certainly  they  are  not  :  for  the  <rctpxeg  of 
Hippocrates  (5)«^,  CaroJ,  are  thofe  excre- 
tions that  Celfus  calls  "  Carnofa"  Galen 
fays,  they  are  the  mufcular  fubftance  of  the 
inteftines.  Cardanus  fays,  that  they  are  "  a 
mef enter  io  et  vicinis  parti  bus  ercfis  intejlinis" 
And  commentators  in  general  fay,  that  they 
are    "  fecunda  intejlinorum    tunica."      Befides, 

Hip- 
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UippocRATEs   fays,  that  the  <r<ygx6g  are  a   fatal 

However,  Brassavola,  in  his  comment  on 
this  paflage,  fays  he  has  cured  patients  who 
have  voided  them. 

The  Corpora  pinguia  are  concretions  by  no 
means  fatal,  nor  uncommon  in  the  Dyfentery, 
though  the  Carmiculcc  certainly  are,  notwith- 
ftanding  what  Brassavola  afferts  ;  for  as  Fo- 
restus  fays,  " — ita  ut  quxdam  Corpora  pin- 
"  guia  duntaxat  excernantur,  facile  curari 
u  poterit, — ita  ut  veluti  Carunculte,  hoc  eft, 
"  magnx  inteftinorum  partes  excernantur, 
lethalis  eft  talis  dyfenteria."  Lib.  XXII.  Obf. 
33.  Scholia. 

The  Corpora  pinguia  have  been  always  pro- 
perly diftinguilhed  by  e\ery  writer  of  expe- 
rience and  correctnefs,  from  the  Carunculczy 
Strigmenta,  and  Ramenta. 

Pringle  has  fallen  into  the  fame  error  re- 
fpecting  the  cafeous,  or  cheefy  fubftances,  fre- 
quently found  in  the  ftools  of  dyfenteric  peo- 
ple ;  iuppofing  it  actually  cheefe  eaten  by  the 
patient.  Platerus  makes  the  fame  miftake 
jrefpeeling  the  pinguious  fubftances. 
-  Aphor.  26.  Se&.  IV. 

I  pur- 
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I  purfue  the  method  I  have  related,  regu- 
lating it  as  occafion  may  require,  or  particular 
occurrences  fuggeft,  until  the  patient  is  in  a 
condition  for  bark,  and  other  tonics  and  cor- 
roborants. 

The  flux  will  continue  troublefome  in  fome 
fubjefts  from  mere  weaknefs,  and  relaxation  of 
the  veflels,  without  any  material  gripings,  or 
feveriih  fymptoms  ;  here  I  never  hefitate  to 
give  bark,  with  fnake-root  and  wine. 

In  all  complaints  of  the  bowels,  particularly 
in  the  dyfentery,  bark  lhould  never  be  given 
in  fubftance  ;  it  caufes  irritations  and  gripings  ; 
and  either  brings  back  the  difeafe,  or  fills  the 
patient  with  obftru6lions  :  a  ftrong  decoction, 
therefore,  is  ever  to  be  preferred. 

As  the  flux  is  always  increafed  at  the  ap- 
proach of  night,  fo  for  fome  time  after  it  has 
abated  the  pulfe  quickens*  and  the  patient 
grows  feverifh  in  the  evening  :  this  is  an  ad- 
monition that  we  fhould  defift  from  bark,  and 
give  a  gentle  diaphoretic  at  nights. 

The  remaining  acrimony  which  fometimes 
kecpsupa  fmall  irritation,  afterevery  other  fymp- 

torn 
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torn  is  removed,  may  be  corrected  with  abforb- 
cnts,  and  carried  offbefore  the  ufe  of  bark,  or  at 
any  fubfequent  period  if  it  fliould  recur,  with 
rhubarb  and  magnefia,  or  any  mild  cathartic. 

During  the  convalefcent  ftate  of  thofe  who 
have  been  much  reduced,  and  to  prevent  a  re- 
lapfe,  a  flannel  fhirt,  or  jacket,  worn  next  th« 
(kin,  is  very  beneficial.  When  the  bowels 
have  fuffered  confiderably  by  the  flux,  and 
cannot  recover  their  tone,  but  from  weaknefs 
are  fubjeft  to  returns  of  the  difeafe,  or  to  di- 
arrhoea or  tenefmus,  on  the  leaft  expofure  to 
cold,  a  flannel  jacket  next  the  fkin,  will  be 
found  almoft  a  certain  remedy  and  preven- 
tive. 

It  is  to  be  obferved,  when  the  attack  is  hid- 
den and  violent,  it  is  often  neceflary  to  over- 
take the  difeafe  with  opiates,  and  cordials,  be- 
fore any  recourfe  to  pathological  reafoning  is 
to  be  adopted  ;  otherwife  the  patient  may  be 
exhaufted  and  funk,  beyond  the  recovery  of 
medicine. 

Here  I  cannot  help  expreffing  my  concern, 
that  the  aggravated  fymptoms  which  return  in 
the  morning,  have  not  put  an  end  to  the  cuf- 
tom  in  the  army  and  navy  practice,  of  giving 

large 
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large  dofes  of  Opium  at  night.  When  opium 
Is  given  alone,  and  continued  for  any  time, 
after  its  cordial  effects  are  over,  it  weakens  the 
veffels,  injures  the  nerves,  caufes  either  a  ftran- 
gury,  or  a  paralyfis  of  the  bladder,  and  low- 
ers the  powers  of  life  :  the  humours,  inftead 
of  being  diffipated,  accumulate  in  the  difeafed 
parts,  that  when  the  conftipation  it  has  cre- 
ated is  off,  the  blood  ruihes  forth  with  in- 
creafed  violence,  and  accelerates  the  patient's 
end. 

Degner  fays,  with  many  of  his  patients 
there  was  an  entire  fuppreffion  of  urine,  for 
fix,  eight,  ten,  or  fourteen  days*.  Several 
writers  mention  fuppreffion  of  urine  among  the 
fymptoms  of  this  difeafe  ;  but  as  I  have  never 
feen  any  thing  like  it  occur,  where  opiates,  or 
aftringents,  had  not  been  improperlv  ufed,  I 
confider  it  rather  as  a  fymptom  of  miimanage- 
ment,  than  of  the  difeafe.  From  opium  I  have 
often  obferved  this  effect  :  and  have  fpeediiy 
removed  it  by  increafing  perfpiration,  and 
giving  a  cup  of  ftrong,  clear,  good  Coffee, 
everv  few  hours. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  difeafe,  the  intef- 
tines  are   in   a  ftate  of  inflammation  ;  and  in. 

*  In  his  Hiftory  of  the  Dyfentery,  at  him??ucny  in  1736, 
page  18. 

the 
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the  farther  advanced  date  of  it,  we  find  the 
mefentcric  veflcls  and  glands  enlarged  and  ob- 
itructcd  ;  the  intcitines  thickened,  their  coats 
tumified,  relaxed,  abraded,  and  haftening  into 
a  Irate  of  ulceration,  or  fphacelation  .  Opium, 
in  thefe  fituations  (beyond  which  the  difeafe  is 
never  curable),  muft  increafe  and  multiply 
every  evil. 

The  real  ufe  of  opium  is  to  arreft  the  hurry 
of  the  difeafe  ;  to  procure  time  to  put  fome 
rational  method  of  cure  into  execution  ;  to 
take  off  the  irritating  property  of  other  medi- 
cines, and  to  give  them  their  intended  effect, 
and  to  eafe  thofe  tormina  which  are  fometimes 
intolerable.  Here  the  matchlefs  power  of 
opium  raifes  our  admiration. 

In  the  preceding  hiftory  it  will  appear,  that 
the  flux  is  not  confined  to  particular  feafons 
and  fituations  ;  that  what  have  been  commonly 
considered  as  remote  caufes,  only  give  the  tvpe 
to  the  difeafe  ;  and  that  its  general  caufe,  pro- 
ducible various  ways,  is  objiruQed  perjpi- 
?'ation. 

The  flux  that  prevailed  in  Jamaica,  in  the 
autumn  of  the  year  1779,  was  attended  with 
many  of  thofe  caufes,  that  are  called  remote. 

Auguft, 
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Auguft,  September,  October,  and  the  begin- 
ning of  November,  were  unufually  clofe  and 
fultry,  with  frequent  rains  ;  the  great  dif- 
charge  of  peripiration  from  the  rarefadtion  of 
the  blood,  in  fuch  a  feafon,  relaxes  the  extre- 
mities of  the  perfpiratory  veffels,  and  fubjedts 
them  to  fudden  fpafin  and  collapfion* 

The  camp  dyfentery,  in  low,  damp,  mar- 
fhy  countries  in  Europe,  in  the  autumnal  fea- 
fon, has  all  the  concomitants,  and  type  of  a 
flux  in  hot  climates,  after  heavy  rains  *. 

There  will  be  lefs  difpofition  to  inflamma- 
tion, and  the  fluids  w^ill  tend  more  to  a  ftate  of 
diflblution  ; — yet  it  is  a  Fever  turned  upon  the 
Intejiines,  for  want  of  a  free  and  regular  per- 
fpiration,  from  the  thicknefs  and  moifture  of 
the  atmofphere* 

The  irritation  thus  produced  on  the  bowels, 
foon  caufes  a  violent  determination  of  blood  ; 
and  as  the  circulation  is  diminifhed  in  the  vef- 
fels of  the  furface  of  the  bodv,  it  is  increafed 
in  thofe  of  the  inteftines. 

*  The  King  of P  ruff  a  and  the  Duke  of  Brutifwick  have  vvit- 
nefTed  this  melancholy  truth  in  confequence  of  the  wet  ground 
which  their  troops  occupied  during  the  two  J  aft  months,  in 
Champagne,     November  1792. 

By 
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By  this  increafed  a£tion  of  the  arteries,  the 
progrels  of  the  blood  is  impeded  in  the  minute 
ramifications  of  the  veffels  ;  hence  extrava- 
sation and  hemorrhage  ;  an  immediate  revul- 
fion  is  therefore  neceffary  ;  it  muft  be  exten- 
five,  but  fuitable,  that  there  may  be  no  mif- 
chief  done,  by  increafing  the  debility  incident 
to  the  difeafe. 

Bleeding  cannot  be  performed  on  every  Sub- 
ject, nor  in  every  ftage,  nor  condition  of  a 
flux  ;  cathartics  only  cleanfe  the  affected  parts; 
emetics  are  limited  to  anfwer  particular  pur- 
pofes  ;  diaphoretics  have  never  been  ufed  in 
a  manner  nor  extent  Sufficient  to  produce  an 
effect :  and  the  cuftom  of  expofing  patients 
to  partial  currents  of  cold  air,  in  hot  climates, 
prevents  nature  from  doing  any  thing  towards 
the  cure. 

The  type  of  the  difeafe  being  duly  attended 
to,  will  indicate  the  quantity  and  nature  of  the 
evacuations  neceifary  to  facilitate  revulfion  ; 
and  it  is  fafely  and  effectually  completed,  by  a 
careful,  continued  courfe  of  Sudorifics,  and 
dilution,  carried  on  in  extent  proportioned  to 
the  difeafe, 

R  Thus 
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Thus  have  I  communicated  what  I  conceive 
to  be  the  general  caufe  of  the  Dysentery,  and 
explained  the  method  I  have  followed  in  its 
cure.  I  have  avoided  the  detail  of  minute  de- 
scriptions, circumftances,  particular  cafes,  and 
diffe&ions,  as  not  coming  within  my  defign  ; 
which  is,  to  explain  my  method  of  cure,  ap- 
plicable to  the  caufe  I  have  afligned  of  this 
difeafe,  and  comprifed  in  the  following  con- 
siderations ;  that  the  dyfentery  is  a  Fever  of 
the  Intejiines  ;  that  the  caufe  is  obflruEted  per- 
fplration  ;  and  that  the  cure  confifts  in  turning 
back  the  circulation  to  the  furface  of  the  body, 
and  increafing  the  fenfible  perfpiration  by  the 
moft  afitive  Sudorifics. 

Induced  by  motives  not  to  be  refilled,  I 
have  ventured  on  the  public,  without  the  ad- 
vantages of  leifure  and  retirement ;  and  as  I 
have  nothing  to  expe£l  from  the  ornaments  of 
-di&ion,  and  composition,  I  have  placed  my 
/pes  etfolatia  in  the  rectitude  of  my  intentions. 
The  judicious  and  candid  will  judge  of  them, 
and  determine  how  far  an  attempt  to  make 
fome  return  for  the  benefits  which  we  receive 
from  fociety,  is  laudable,  when  it  contributes 
to  mitigate  one  of  the  great  calamities  of  man- 
kind.  6 


■■ 


*#*  Moft  of  the  preceding  part  of  this  Treatife,  has  been 
feveral  times  publifhed,  in  a  feparate  tract,  under  the  title 
of  Observations  on  the  Dysentery  of  the  West- 
Indies,  with  a  new  and  fuccefsful  Method  of  treating  it. 
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DYSENTERY. 


PART    THE    SECOND, 

T^HE  dyfentery  that  raged  with  fo  much 
violence  in  the  fpring  of  the  year  1780* 
in  Jamaica,  was  the  principal  epidemic  which 
the  feafon  produced,  among  adults  ;  but  there 
was  a  malignant  ulcerated  fore  throat,  that 
feized  children  and  very  young  people,  and 
proved  fatal  to  almoft  every  infant  that  was 
attacked  with  it.  This  difeafe,  which  was  the 
occafion  of  mourning  to  moft  of  the  families 
in  the  town  of  Kingfton,  was  attended  with 
very  little  fever,  faetor,  or  pain  ;  for  it  fome- 
times  was  not  difcovered  by  the  parents,  or 
nurfes  of  children,  until  a  few  hours  before 
their  death.  It  was  frequently  unobferved  un- 
til the  whole  throat,  fauces,  and  palate,  were 
intircly  rotten.     Some  who  recovered  loft  their 
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uvula,  and  part  of  their  palate.  Some  had 
their  fpeech  and  articulation  afterwards  con- 
fidently affe&ed  by  it.  The  diforder  made  its 
firft  appearance  in  April,  and  continued 
through  the  remainder  of  the  year,  but  gra- 
dually abated.  In  Auguft,  fome  children  who 
had  efcaped  the  fore  throat,  broke  out  with 
very  large  boils.  In  September  the  fore  throat 
attacked  adults,  but  in  them  it  yielded  to 
purging  medicines,  gargles,  and  bark. 

I  ufed  gargles  made  of  decodtion  of  bark 
and  mel  egyptiacum,  in  general  pradtice ; 
and  from  their  efficacy,  I  lamented  that  the 
mel  egyptiacum  could  not  be  ufed  with  fafety 
for  children.  However,  I  found  a  folution  of 
white  vitriol  and  roch  alum,  a  very  good  de- 
tergent, and  almoft  never-failing  remedy  to 
cleanfe  their  fauces  with  ;  and  if  a  little  of  it 
,was  fwallowed,  it  had  always  a  good  effedt,  by 
caufmg  a  fmall  degree  of  retching,  by  which 
the  ftomach  and  throat  were  cleanfed  of  mucus 
and  floughs,  and  great  relief  was  obtained. 

As  difeafes  in  hot  climates  in  general  are 
fuppofed  to  owe  their  origin  to  accidental,  or 
incidental  moifture*  added  to  heat ;  and  that 
thofe  feiifcns  which  are  mod  diftinguifhed  for 
the  quantity  of  rain,  are  mod  diftinguifhed  for 

the 
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the  quantity  of  difeafes  ;  it  may  be  proper  to 
remark,  that  epidemics  frequently  appear 
there,  without  the  co-operation  of  any  known 
caufe  whatever  ;  and  that  neither  the  fore 
throat,  nor  the  fpring  dyfentcry,  were  pro- 
duced by  wet  weather,  as  will  appear  from 
what  follows  ;  which  will  alfo  ferve  to  give  a 
general  idea  of  the  climate  at  and  near  King- 
Hon  :  where  the  heat  is  on  an  average  at  nearly 
83  degrees  of  Fahrenheit's,  or  22|  of  Reaumur*  s 
thermometer,  through  the  year. 

1780,  January.  Two  days  rain  in  this  month. 
Cold  north  winds  four  days  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  month.  Land  winds  at 
nights.  Very  little  fea- breeze  in  the 
middle  of  the  days,  and  fometimes  hot; 
but  in  general' cool,  and  very  healthful. 
On  the  feventh  of  this  month,  at  ten 
minutes  after  eight  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing, a  fevere  earthquake  happened.  Its 
direction  was  from  S.  E.  to  N.  W. 
About  ten  minutes  after  the  ihock,  there 
was  a  fmall  undulation  of  the  earth;  and 
at  ten  minutes  after  ten  another  undu- 
lating tremor.1 

*  There  was  no  rain  in  this  month  in  1779 — ^n  ll^1  ^irec 

days. 
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February.  Five  days  rain  ;  three  fucceffively. 
A  ftrong  fea-breeze  day  and  night,  in  the 
middle  of  the  month,  and  fultry  weather. 
Very  cold,  day  and  night,  during  the  rains 
on  the  2 2d  and  23d.  Land  wind  at 
nights\ 

March.  No  rain  this  month.  Mornings  and 
evenings  cool.  Middle  of  the  days  hot. 
A  ftrong  fea-breeze  in  the  days,  and  land 
wind  at  nights.3 

April.  One  day  rain.  Violent  fea-breeze, 
gufty  and  turbulent.* 

May.  Four  days  moderate  rain.  Sea-breeze 
violent.6 

June.  Twelve  days  rain  ;  three  at  one  time, 
and  feven  at  another  fucceflively.  Strong 
fea-breeze.e 


a  There  was  no  rain  in  this  month  in  1779-—^  1781  none 

3  There  was  no   rain   in    this  month  in  1779 — In  1781 
three  days. 

4  It  rained  three  days  in  this  month   in    1779 — Jn  17 
five  days.  , 

5  It  rained  fix  days  and  nights  fucceflively  in  this  month  in 
1779 — In  1 78 1  fix  days,  at  intervals. 

6  It  rained  three  days  fucceflively  in  this  month  in  1779 — 
In  1 781  eleven  days,  at  different  times. 

July. 


81 
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July.  Four  days  rain.  Sea-breeze  moderate. 
Sultry  nights.7 

Augujl.  Five  days  rain.  Sea-breeze  in  the 
middle  of  the  day  only.  Intenfely  hot  in 
the  mornings  before  the  letting  in  of  the 
breeze.     Light  land  wind  at  nights.11 

September.  Nine  days  rain  ;  four  fucceflively. 
Sultry  in  the  ablence  of  the  breeze,  which 
was  ftrong  about  noon.  Land  wind  at 
nierhts.9 

October.  Eleven  days  violent  rain.  Storms  of 
wind  accompanied  the  rain  on  the  fecond 
inftant,  which  increased  on  the  third,  and 
continued  all  night.  Cold  during  the 
rain.  Hot  at  other  times.  Land  wind 
ftrong  at  nights,  and  cold.  Little  fea- 
breeze,  and  very  cold  days  in  general.10 

November.  Three  days  flight  rain,  fucceflively. 
Clofe,   hot  days.     No  fea-breeze,  except 

7  It  rained  one  day  in  this  month  in  1779 — ^n  17%l  nm~ 
days. 

*  It  rained  eight  days  in  this  month  in  1779;  ^ve  fuccef- 
fively — In  1781  four  days,  at  different  times. 

» It  rained  four  days  in  this  month  in  1779 — In  1781  ten 
days. 

*°  It  rained  feven  days  in  this   month  ia    1779 — In   1781 
twelve  days.     Vide  p.  u.  6c  182. 

now 
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now  and  then  for  a  few  hours,  in  the 
middle  of  the  day.  Land  wind  at  nights, 
and  colder  than  ufual  at  this  feafon  of  the 
year.11 

December,  Three  days  rain.  Nights  and 
mornings  very  cold.  North  winds  fome 
days.     The  weather  cool  and  agreeable.1* 

This  flatement  of  the  fenfible  alterations  of 
the  atmofphere,  in  which  the  expreffions  of 
cold  and  hot  are  to  be  confidered  comparatively, 
and  thofe  days  numbered  as  rainy,  not  as  in- 
tire  days  of  rain,  but  only  when  it  rained  for  a 
few  hours,  or  part  of  a  day,  is  fufficiently  mi- 
nute to  fhevv  how  far  its  influence  might  have 
prevailed,  in  the  production  of  thofe  difeafes 
which  marked  the  year. 

I    have   already  faid,    the  85th,  9 2d,    93d, 
and  94th  regiments,  arrived  in  Jamaica  on  the 
firft  of  Auguft  this  year,  for  the  San  Juan  ex- 
pedition *; — that  the  firft  battalion  of  the  60th,. 
and  the   79th  and  88th  regiments,  were  already 

11  It  rained  fix  days  fucceflively  in  this  month  in  1779 — In 
1781  feven  days,  at  different  times. 

12  There  was  no  rain  in  this  month  in  1779— In  1 781  two 
days. 


Page  162. 
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ia  the  ifland ;  that  the  flank  companies  of 
each  regiment  were  encamped  at  Cajlile  Fortt 
and  afterwards  at  Up-Park  ;  that  the  encamp- 
ment continued  from  the  beginning  of  Auguft 
to  the  end  of  November ;  that  I  undertook 
the  care  of  the  camp  hofpitals  ;  and  that  there 
were,  by  my  return  on  the  1 2th  of  September, 
267  men  ill,  chiefly  of  the  dylentery,  with 
fome  bilious  and  remittent  fevers,  in  the  dif- 
ferent hofpitals  of  Caflile  Fort  and  Up-Park^ 
and  in  the  barrack  of  Rock  Fort,  which  was 
then  ufed  as  an  hofpital. 

In  the  treatment  of  the  dyfentery  (in  which, 
notwithftanding  the  vaft  numbers  that  were 
attacked  by  it,  we  did  not  lofe  one  man  in  the 
acute  ftate  of  the  difeafe),  whether  attended 
with  fever  or  not,  I  proceeded  with  the  fudo- 
rific  procefs,  as  I  had  done  in  the  fpring. 
This  autumnal  flux,  like  all  fluxes  that  I  have 
feen,  exerted  its  influence  moft  on  thofe  who 
were  moft  expofed  to  the  weather. 

Dyfenteries,  as  well  as  other  diibrders,  111 
hot  climates,  in  autumn,  partake  more  of  a 
putrid  than  of  an  inflammatory  nature  ;  and 
peripiration  is  raifed  with  lefs  difficulty,  and 
with  gentler  medicines,  than  it  is  at  other 
times,  when  the  fibres  arc  more  rigid,  and  the 

air 
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air  more  dry  and  elaftic  ;  for  which  reafon, 
mild  diaphoretics,  fuch  as  antimonial,  or  ipe- 
cacuanha wine,  and  laudanum,  were  ufed  in 
the  camp  this  autumn  ;  and  evacuations,  par- 
ticularly bleeding,  were  fparingly  made.  Some- 
times the  fweat  railed  by  the  firft  vomit  of  Ipe* 
cacuanha,  affifted  by  diluting  with  barley-wa- 
ter, mint,  balm,  or  fage  tea,  put  a  Hop  to  the 
difeafe. 

I  never  gave  Ipecacuanha  as  a  vomit,  nor 
Glafs  of  Antimony  as  a  purge,  in  the  dyfentery, 
latterly  in  the  Weft-Indies,  but  previoufly  to 
their  operation,  I  ordered  the  patient  to  his 
bed,  and  difpofed  him  for  fweating.  This  I 
found  by  experience  always  infured  that  ope- 
ration, on  which  the  cure  depends  ;  and  fome- 
times  carried  the  whole  effect  of  the  medicine 
off  that  way,  without  either  vomiting  or  pur- 
ging, and  with  it,  the  difeafe, 

In  London,  during  winter,  a  perfon  had 
taken  a  dofe  of  Glauber  s  fait,  and  the  fame 
evening  went  into  a  warm  bath  ;  after  which 
he  returned  to  his  own  houfe.  In  the  night 
he  was  feized  with  pains  in  the  bowels,  and  a 
eonftant  irritation  to  go  to  ftool.  The  next 
day  he  voided  blood,  and  bloody  mucus,  and 
had    a  complete    dyfentery.     He   took   chalk 

julep 
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julep  aud  laudanum  for  two  days ;  but  the 
Symptoms  increafing,  he  had  bloody  excre- 
tions almoft  every  quarter  of  an  hour,  with 
great  (training,  anxiety,  laffitude  and  fever* 
Being  confulted,  I  advifed  him  to  go  to  bed, 
and  to  take  ten  grains  of  James's  Powder  ;  to 
cover  himfelf  well ;  and  to  dilute,  and  promote 
a  fweat ;  and  to  continue  the  fweating,  by  re- 
peated dofes  of  James's  Powder,  every  four 
hours,  drinking  plentifully  of  warm  balm,  or 
mint  tea.  The  James's  Pozvder  made  him 
retch  a  little  at  firft,  and  he  continued  to  have 
feveral  griping  ftools,  until  the  powder  pro- 
duced a  plentiful  fweat  ;  after  which,  the  pains 
abated  ;  he  had  no  ftool  for  twenty-four  hours  ; 
he  took  three  dofes  of  the  powder,  and  was 
cured- 

Whether  antimonial  diaphoretics,  or  ipe- 
cacuanha, be  ufed  to  promote  fweating,  mnft 
depend  on  the  habit  of  the  patient,  and  the 
nature  of  the  djfeafe.  But  for  the  ordinary 
dyfenteries,  which  prevail  in  European  cli- 
mates, particularly  in  autumn,  ipecacuanha 
h  generally  to  be  preferred. 

It  is  my  common  praftice,  now  in  London, 
when  called  to  a  dyfenteric  patient,  to  order 
him  to  bed,  and    to  give   him   a  fcruple,  or 

half 
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half  a  dram,  or  two  fcruples,  of  ipecacuanha; 
and  dire<5t  that  the  operation  of  fweating,  ra- 
ther than  vomiting,  fhould  be  promoted.  As 
vomiting  always  produces  fweating,  the  pa- 
tient being  in  bed,  it  is  eafily  fupported  by 
diluting  :  and  I  have  often,  with  the  fweating 
caufed  by  a  fingle  large  dofe  of  ipecacuanha 
only,  cured  the  dyfentery. 

There  is  no  danger  of  inflammation,  and 
its  confequences,  when  a  flux  ceafes  fuddenly, 
after  fweating,  as  there  is  when  it  has  been 
fupprefled  by  opiates  and  aftringents.  In  ple- 
thoric habits  an  increafe  of  fever  fometimes 
fucceeds,  which  is  foon  removed  by  bleeding, 
and  a  continuation  of  diaphoretics  and  dilution. 
Sometimes,  from  the  fuddenly  fupprefling  the 
flux,  though  there  fhall  be  neither  fever,  nor 
dyfentery,  while  the  patient  remains  in  bed, 
fome  dyfenteric  fymptoms  will  return,  as  foon 
as  he  gets  up,  or  goes  into  the  air  ; — thefe  are 
eafily  removed,  by  a  table-fpoonful  of  tKe  Vi- 
triolic Solution,  every  eight  hours  *  ;.  with, 
occafionally,  a  little  chalk  julep  and  lau- 
danum. 

*  The  preparation  of  the  Vitriolic  Solution  will  be 
defcribed,  towards  the  conclufiou  of  the  third  part  of  this 
treatifc  on  the  dyfentery. 

When 
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When  the  glafi  of  antimony  is  ufed,  great 
care  fhould  be  taken  that  it  is  finely  levigated: 
and  in   the  dole,  that  the  ftrength  of  the  pa- 
tient be  confidered.     Another  circumftance  at- 
tends giving   it  when   the   patient  is  in  bed, 
which  is,  that  its  a6lion  on  the  bowels  being 
abated   by  perfpiration,  a    much  larger  dofc 
may  be  taken  that  way  :   and   let   me   repeat, 
that   an  aftive  dofe  of  any  antimonial  ihould 
never  be  given  while   the  patient   is   up,  and 
walking  about.     Ten  grains  of  glafs  of  anti- 
mony will    aft   lefs  on   the   bowels,  while  the 
patient    is    in    bed,    than   three     grains   will 
while  he  is  up,  and  the   whole  effect  turned 
upon  the  bowels,  by  being  expofed  to  the  air. 
Befides,    fudden    death    has    been  frequently 
brought  on  by  fpafm,  from  antimonials  care- 
bfcly    adminiftered  *.      If  the  glafs  of  Anti- 
mony   incline    the   patient  to   vomit,  I  advife 
diluting  but  fparingly,  unlefs  what  is  brought 
up  indicates  foulnefs  of  the   ftomach  ;  but  co- 
pioufly  otherwife. 

From  the  effects  of  the  Vitrum  Antimonli  C<- 
ratumr  I  have  never  been  able  to  difcover  that 

*  For  fyafms  in  the  ftomach  or   bowels,    cnufed  by  ami- 
.  .  . 

menial  medicines,  laudanum  is  the  onlv  remedy  ;  and  it  1m- 

mediately  removes  them. 

the 
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the  antimony  derives  any  benefit  whatever 
from  its  mixture  with  the  Wax.  An  a£tive 
dofe  of  either  muft  be  given,  or  it  anfwers  no 
end  ;  and  if  melting  the  antimony  with  the 
wax  weaken  its  force,  a  greater  quantity  muft 
be  given  to  produce  a  proper  effe6t. — There- 
fore, I  always  ufe  the  common  glafs  of  anti- 
mony ;  preferring  a  fimple  medicine  that  I  can 
depend  upon,  to  a  compound  medicine  that 
muft  be  liable  to  uncertainty  in  its  operations, 
according  to  the  attention,  or  carelefsnefs,  em- 
ployed in  its  preparation. 

The  operation  of  the  glafs  of  antimony, 
hi  common  with  all  the  preparations  of  anti- 
mony, in  proportion  to  their  activity,  is  exer- 
cifed  on  the  firft  paffages.  But  every  pre- 
paration of  antimony  is  more  or  lefs  diapho- 
retic, whether  it  create  a  naufea  or  not,  while 
any  part  of  the  mineral  remains  undeftroyed  in 
it.  We  perceive  this  in  thofe,  which  are  called 
the  Calces  ;  and  however  violent  the  operation 
of  the  ftronger  preparations  are,  their  laft  ef- 
fort in  the  body  is  always  at  the  cutaneous 
pores. 

It  is  remarked,  by  Lind,  "  that  Antimony 
appears  to   poflefs  a  virtue  eminently  febri- 
fuge, 
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li  fuge,  which  it  frequently  exerts  independent: 
u  of  any  evacuation*.**  It  would,  if  it  were 
fo,  be  very  remarkable  ;  but  the  truth  is,  that 
antimonials  are  not  febrifuge,  where  no  eva- 
cuation is  produced,  and  the  ftomach  remains 
unnaufeated. 

After  the  Cerated  G/afs  of  Antimony  had  been 
introduced  into  public  practice,  iti  the  dyfen- 
tery,  its  reputation  foon  fpread  over  all  Eu- 
rope ;  but  from  the  unguarded  manner  of  gi- 
ving it,  while  the  patient  was  expofed,  and 
walking  about,  without  more  restriction  than 
was  ufed  in  a  common  vomit,  or  purge,  it  was 
always  dangerous,  and  it  foon  funk  into  dis- 
credit. The  timid  might  well  refrain  from 
ufing  it  ;  for  it  fometimes  furprifed  them  with 
the  moft  violent  and  unlooked-for  effects.  The 
dofe  of  it  was  from  two  grains,  to  ten,  or 
twelve,  fometimes  to  twenty,  according  to 
the  age  and  ftrength  of  the  patient ;  and  the 
dofe  was  repeated  every  twenty-four,  or  forty- 
eight  hours,  as  occafion  required.  It  was  given 
fafting,  and  the  patient  was  "  forbid  drinking 
"  any  thing  after  it  for  three  hours,  unlefs  very 
"  Jick,  or  difpofed  to  vomit  ;  In  which  cafe  warm 
r  water,  as  in  other  vomits." — "  In  its  opera- 
44  tion,  it  fometimes  makes  the  patient  fick,  and 
1  vomits.  It  purges  almoji  every  perfon,  but  I 
*  Page  260. 

S  "   have 
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"  have  known  it  cure  without  any  fenjible  evacu* 
"  at  ion  orficknefs  *." 

It  is  this  unperceived,  and  infenfiblc  evacu- 
ation, to  the  preceding  writer,  for  which  I 
contend,  and  by  which  all  violent  degrees  of 
dyfentery,  let  the  fpecies  or  defcription  be 
what  it  may,  when  the  prima:  vice  are  cleanfed 
properly,  may  be  cured,  if  they  are  curable 
at  all. 

This  axiom  I  know  is  repugnant  to  the 
opinion  of  the  learned  Boerhaave,  who  in- 
fills on  the  neceffity  of  a  variety  of  methods, 
and  a  variety  of  medicines  ;  and  ftrongly  con- 
demns the  recommending  any  one  univerfal 
way  of  curing  a  difeafe-f.  But  I  muft  diflent 
from  that  great  man,  and  in  this  very  difeafe 
which  he  inftances  :  for  I  believe  he  only  took 
this  notion  from  an  hint  given  by  Sydenham  \. 

*  Younge's  account  of  the  Vitrum  Ceratum  Antimonil9 
in  the   Edin.   Medical  EfTays,  Vol.  V.  Pages  164,  165. 

f  Quam  vanum,  fallax,'et  damnofum  fit,  ad  has  commen- 
dare  unum,  qualecunque  demum  fit,  medicamentum  propri- 
utn  ?  aut  unam  univerfalem  medendi  methodum  ?  Aph.  977. 

%  Fieri  poifit,  ut  variae  enafcantur  dyfenteriarum  fpecies, 
ut  funt  variolarum  et  epidemieorum  aliorum,  diverfis  confti- 
tutionibus  propria?,  et  quae  proinde  medendi  methodum  in 
aliquibus  diverfam  fibi  fuo  jure  vindicent.  P.  18 \. 

I  njightj 
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I  might  indeed  have  many  fcruples  iTi  fetting 
Up  a  theory  againft  fo  great  an  authority  as 
BbERHAAVE  ;  but  in  practice  I  can  have  in 
where  the  fact  has  been  fupported  by  the  tefti- 
mony  of  my  own  eves,  in  many  thoufands  of 
inftances  ;  and  no  dogma,  however  rclpcJia- 
ble,  can  convince  me  that  Bark  is  more  cer- 
tain in  the  cure  of  an  Ague,  than  fudorific  trie* 
neS)  properly  adapted,  are  in  an  acute  Dy~ 
fenterv,  early  ufed,  after  the  firft  paffages  are 
cleanfed,  before  deep  ulceration,  or  gangrene, 
has  actually  taken  place, — under  every  diverfity 
pf  feafon,  climate,  and  conftitution. 

In  the  hiftory  of  the  dyfentery,  many  prac- 
tical writers  have  noted  the  relief  which  has 
followed  a  plentiful  fweat  ;  and  that  the  pains 
and  frequency  of  the  ftools  have  abated,  during 
a  free  diicharge  by  the  (kin.  Sydenham's 
procefs  with  whey,  in  1669,  was  effectual,  be- 
caule  it  promoted  fweating.  In  the  following 
years  it  did  not  anfwer,  as  a  change  had  taken 
place  in  the  difeafe,  and  lefs  dilution  was  nc- 
j  ceffary,  when  it  became  lefs  inflammatory, 
i  and,  as  he  fays,  "  had  loft  much  of  its  fubtilty, 
"  and  proved  more  humoral,"  and  yielded 
to  purging  medicines  and  opiates. 

S  2  Fabri- 
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FabriciusHildanus  remarked  that  a  woman 
who  had  taken  forty  grains  of  lapis  bezoar, 
in  a  dyfentery,  broke  out  in  an  univerfal  warm 
fweat,  and  that  all  the  fymptoms  abated  ; 
ihe  foon  after  fell  into  a  found  fleep,  and  in  a 
few  days  was  intirely  recovered. 

Lamoniere  obferved,  that  a  fweat  checked 
the  violence  of  the  difeafe  immediately  :  and 
Baglivi  fays,  a  fweat  happening  commonly 
cures  it. 

Hillary  was  furprifed  that  the  delirium, 
tremors,  and  all  other  bad  fymptoms,  went  off 
from  a  free  diaphorefis,  which  was  raifed  by 
fmall  dofes  of  ipecacuanha  and  diluting  ;  and 
fays,  M  we  muft  not  always  expeft  to  meet 
"  with  fuch  happy  fuccefs  in  every  patient's 
46  cafe  ;"  yet,  he  fays,  he  had  "  more  than 
44  twice  feen  this  method  fucceed." 

But  thefe  inftances,  with  many  others,  have 
been  confidered  merely  as  accidental  events, 
inimitable  by  art,  and  not  as  materials  to  found 
a  regular  fyftem  on. 


Hip- 
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Hippocrates  himfclf  allows  the  good  ef- 
fects of  fwcats,  even  though  they  were  not  on 
critical  days.  He  lays,  "  that  though  a  crifis 
41  may  happen  by  the  mouth,  by  ftool,  by 
i€  urine,  or  by  the  joints,  yet  a  fweat  is  a  crifis 
"  common  to  all  difeafes*." 

Though  a  crifis  in  fevers  may  be  completed 
by  ftool,  by  urine,  by  bleeding  at  the  nofe,  or 
by  abfeefs,  yet  thefe  are  often  only  the  harbin- 
gers, or  the  followers  of  a  crifis  ;  but  a  warm, 
and  uniform  fweat,  accompanied  with  deep? 
never  is  :  and  is  always  in  itfelf,  invariably,  if 
not  interrupted,  a  perfect  termination  of  a 
fever.  * 

Sydenham  found  when  a  fweat  was  kept  up 
for  twentv-four  hours,  it  was  the  beft  cure  for 
the  plague  and  peflilential  fever.  He  fays, 
"  that  the  patient  is  always  ftroftger  while  the 
u  fweat  flows;  that  ftveral,  by  his  advice, 
"  who  were  kept  in  a  fweat  for  twenty-four 
M  hours,  were  fo  far  from  complaining  of 
"  greater  weaknefs  from  thence,  that  they  de- 
"  clared,  that  in  the  fame  proportion  as  the 
*'  fuperfluous  humour   was  carried    off,  they 

*  Dc  Acutorum  Morborum  Vi&u.  Scd  4.  Art.  7$. 

s  3  ('  Per- 
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*'  perceived    their    ftrength   increafe.      That 

"  while     the     fweat    continues,    the    patient 

**  judges  himfelf  in    a    fair  way   of  recovery, 

"  and,  in  the  opinion  of  the  attendants,  feems 

"  in    no   farther  danger;  but  as  foou   as  the 

"  fweat  ceafes,  and  the  body  begins  to  dry, 

"  he  grows  worfe,  and  a  kind  of  relapfe  is  oc- 

"  cafioned."      He    dire£led   the  fweat   to    be 

kept  up  for  twenty-four  hours,  by  draughts  of 

fage  poffet  drink,  or  mace  ale,  taken  now  and 

then  ;  ftridtly  cautioning    againft   wiping    off 

the  fweat,  and  not  allowing  the  patient's  linen 

to  be  changed,  however  mbift  or  foul  it  was, 

till  twenty-four  hours  after  the  fweat  was  gone 

off  :  during  which  time  he  was  advifed  to  be 

careful  not  to  get  cold,  but  to  let  his  linen  dry 

on  his  body,  to  take  all  his  liquids  warm,  and 

to  continue   the  fage  poffet   drink.     The  next 

morning  a  purge  was  given.     He  fays,  he  did, 

not  lofe  a  (ingle    patient  after  he  began   this, 

procefs.     P.  126,  12;. 

Caius,  after  much  imfuecefsful  experience, 
found  that  the  cure  of  even  the  Sweating  Sick* 
nefs,  confifted  in  keeping  the  patient  in  bed, 
and  promoting  a  continued,  and  moderate 
fweat;  for  twenty-our  hours  :  "  fudandi,  mini* 
*'  ftrandique  tempus  idco  horis  24  definio, 
**  quod  hicc  ratio  fxlicis   tutxque    curationis 

"  atque 
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11  atque  miniftrationis  eflc  folet."     De  Ephem. 

Britdiu   P,  1 10. 

Helmont  indeed  goes  fo  far  as  to  aflert,  that 
all  fevers  may  be  cured  by  fweating,  and  even 
with  a  fingle  dole  of  one  medicine. — "  Unica 
"  nimirum  falce  amputatur  omnium  febrium 
"  caufa  occafionalis.  Id  remedium  eft  fu- 
46  doriferum.  Etenim  iftud  remedium  eft  Prae- 
"  cipitatus  Diaphoreticus  Paracelsi,  quiom- 
44  ncm  fanat  febrim  unica  potione."  De  Fe- 
bribus,  cap.  xiv,* 

We  have  not  drawn  all  the  benefit  we  misjit 
have  done  from  the  ftores  of  diaphoretic  me- 
dicines, that  chemiftry  and  improved  fcience 
have  opened  to  us,  which  were  fhut  to  our  an- 
teftors.  Their  alexipharmics  were  compofed 
of  treacles,  poflets,  and  heating  compofitions  ; 
which,  to  raife  a  fweat,  were  generally  aflifted 
bv  hot  rooms,  and  a  heavy  load  of  bedding. 
Thus  the  circulation  was  forced,  and  in  cafe  a 
fweat  was  not   excited,  the  inward  flame  was 

*  Helmont  or  his  editor,  has  made  a  miftake  here. 
The  medicine  ufed  by  Paracelsus,  and,  as  he  fays 
r  quo  morbus  omnis  curatur,  qui  poteft  vel  debet  ex  fua 
"  natura  proprietateque  fanari  fudoribus,"  was  his  Spccificum 
DlaphoreUcum,  and  not  his  Pracipitatus  Diaphoreticus,  Vide 
Paracels.  Archidox,  lib.  7. 

S  4  increafed, 
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increafed,  the  blood- vefTels  ruptured,  and  a 
train  of  evils  produced,  which  in  the  end  killed 
the  patient.  From  hence  it  is  that  we  are  fur- 
nifhed  with  fuch  frightful  hiftories  of  bubos, 
petechias,  exanthemata,  and  carbuncles,  which 
at  this  time  are  rarely  feen. 

When  a  patient  is  firft  covered  up,  and  has 
taken  his  diaphoretic  medicine  and  drinks, 
in  the  beginning  of  a  dyfentery,  particularly 
in  hot  climates,  it  may  reafonably  be  expected, 
if  he  be  young,  grofs,  or  plethoric,  that  fome- 
times,  inftead  of  fweating,  he  become  reftlefs 
and  hot ;  his  ftomach  loaded,  and  his  fkin 
dry  :  here  bleeding,  or  an  emetic,  is  necef- 
fary,  which  never  fails  to  dilpofe  the  body  to 
fweat.  A  very  fmall  quantity  of  blood  taken 
away,  and  what  almoft  any  patient  may  fpare 
without  injury,  or  ten  grains  of  ipecacuanha, 
when  the  patient  is  weak,  will  generally  be 
fufficipnt  to  anfwer  the  end. 

It  happens  fometimes  alfo  in  the  dyfenterv, 
and  very  commonly  in  fevers,  that  large  dofes 
of  James's  Powder,  and  other  antimonials,  are 
given,  and  frequently  repeated,  without  caufing 
perfpiration.  Here,  I  have  found  practitioners 
perplexed,  and  making  wrong  conclufions  ;  — 
finding  neither    perfpiration,    nor  any    other 

evacu- 
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evacuation  produced,  they  tl ill  perfift  in  the 
antimonial,  and  increafe  the  dole,  fuppofinga 
at  deal  mutt  do  what  a  little  will  not; 
which  only  increales  the  fever  and  brings  on 
delirium,  unlefs  a  iudden  operation,  upwards 
or  downwards,  breaks  forth,  which  may  en- 
danger the  fafety  of  the  patient. 

It  has  always  been  a  rule  with  me,  to  defift 
from  any  powerful  or  active  medicine,  or  to 
combine  fomething  with  it,  where  a  com- 
mon dofe,  or  quantity,  has  not  produced  the 
defired  effect,  whether  vomiting,  purging,  or 
fweating  be  intended  ;  or  whether  the  medi- 
cine be  bark,  opium,  mercury,  or  antimony. 

Where  Antimonials  have  been  taken,  as  I 
have  here  mentioned,  without  a  proper  effect, 
and  where  bleeding,  or  vomiting  may  be  im- 
proper, a  dofe  of  laudanum  acts  like  a  charm  ; 
and  brings  on  immediate  relaxation  of  the 
veffels,  and  profufe  fweat.  Some  people  men- 
tion difficulty  in  raifing  a  fweat,  particularly 
in  fluxes  ;  but  there  is  no  difficulty  in  it,  which 
the  methods  here  related  will  not  remove. 

When  the  dyfentery  is  tranflated  into  a  fe- 
ver without  flux,  or  has  degenerated  into  a 
diarrhoea  or   tenefmus,  the  treatment  mutt  be 

regu- 
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regulated  according  to  the  habit  of  the  patient, 
the  nature  of  the  difeafe,  and  its  duration,  as 
from  any  other  origin,  But  as  thefe  difeafes 
feldom  fpring  from  the  dyfentery,  when  the 
fudorific  mode  of  praciice  has  been  purfued, 
efpecially  when  it  has  been  early  attended  to, 
and  when  warm  clothing  and  careful  diet 
have  been  ufed  until  the  bowels  have  recovered 
their  tone,  I  refer  to  what  has  been  written  on 
thefe  fubjefts  by  others  ;.  thinking  it  unnecef- 
fary  to  enlarge  my  publication  with  the  cure 
of  difeafes,  that  a  faithful  adherence  to  the 
praciice  it  contains,  will  be  found  effectually 
to  prevent. 


Whetever  opinions  may  have  been  propa- 
gated and  honoured  with  credit  thev  do  not 
deferve,  I  think  it  is  neceffary  to  inform  prac- 
titioners unacquainted  with  hot  climates,  that 
I  never  iaw  a  dyfentery  during  my  refidence 
in  the  Weft-Indies,  in  which  even  the  mildeft 
acids  were  not  prejudicial.  Nay,-  I  have  fre- 
quently known  dangerous  relapfes,  occafioned 
by  the  patient's  eating  a  fmall  piece  of  a  pine- 
apple, or  orange,  and  that  fuch  wines  only, 
as  are  intirely  free  from  aufterity,  are  proper 
to  be  ufed  in  the  dyfentery  in   tliofe  climates  *. 

As 

*  The  troops  in  fome  of  the  iflands  during  the  war,  were 
liberally  fupplicd  with  tijin,  fliarp,  French  prize   wines,  by 

way 
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As  to  contagion  from  infection  m  the  dyfen- 
terv,  I  muft  confefs  I  never  law  an  inftance  of 
it  :  neither  do  I  believe  there  is  any  fuch  thing. 
But  this  is  a  field  for  {peculation,  that  has  long 
amefed  the  pedantry  of  the  fchools,  and 
fhould  never  be  entered  by  practical  writers. 
For  my  part,  I  cannot  even  venture  to  con- 
jecture, what  that  agent  is,  which  determines 
the  fpecies,  and  fpreads  epidemical  difeafes. 
Hippocrates  feems  to  have  placed  it  in  the 
lent  changes,  and  cognizable  ftate  of  the 
air;  Sydenham,  to  fome  infcrutable  influence, 
and  imperceptible  qualitv  of  it. — If  such  Doc- 
tors difagree,  "  who  (hall  decide?" — There 
are  fomc  difeafes,  we  know,  that  follow 
changes  of  the  atmofphere  ;  but  there  are 
others,  which  make  their  revolutions,  and  vifit 
the  earth  at  uncertain  periods,  for  which  we 
can  trace  no  caufe,  depending  on  combinatic 
in  which,  perhaps,  the  influence  of  the  planets 
paay  have  fome  ihare. 

It  has  often  happened  that  hundreds  of  men 
in  a  camp  have  been  feized  with  the  dvlcnterv, 
almoft  at  the  fame  time,  after  one  ihower  of 
rain  ;  or  from  lying  one  night  in  the  wet  and 

way  of  rcconomy  : — this  ceconomy  coil  the  nation  the  pries 
of  many  valuable  lives 

cold. 
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cold.  People  under  fimilar  circumftances  of 
clothing,  air,  water,  diet,  and  fituation,  muft 
be  fubject  to  fimilar  difeafes,  as  far  as  confti- 
tution  and  habit  of  body  are  fimilar  : — and  yet 
it  often  happens  that  the  dyfentery  begins  with 
a  few  people,  and  fpreads  itfelf  by  degrees, 
until  a  multitude  are  affected,  and  the  difeafe 
becomes  general. 

It  is  incredible,  that  the  fmelling  a  little 
human  blood,  that  had  ftood  fome  months  in 
a  phial,  gave  the  man  a  dyfentery,  mentioned 
by  Pringle  *  :  or  that  the  perfon  Forrestus 
fpeaks  of  got  the  plague,  by  only  putting  his 
hand  into  an  old  trunk  f  :  or  that  the  fhaking 
an  old  feather-bed,  which  had  lain  by  feven 
Years*  raifed  a  plague  at  Wratijlau^  which  de- 
ftroyed  5000  perfons  in  twelve  weeks,  as  re- 
lated by  Alexander  Benedictus  \  :  fo  is  the 
ftory  of  the  leather  coat  of  Fracastorius§> 
and  the  hogs  of  Boccacio||. — Such  things  may 

*  Page  255    Oa.  Ed.  1768. 

f  Lib.  VI.   Obferv.  22.  %  Cap.  3. 

§  Lib.  II.  Cap.  7,  De  Morb.  Contag.  He  favs  twenty- 
five  Germans  got  the  plague,  and  died,  by  putting  on  an  old 
leathern  coat,  one  after  another,  infected  by  the  plague  at 
Verona,  in  151 1. 

I  Giornata   Prima.     He  fays,    that,    during  the    plague  at 

Tkrence  in  1348,   two    hogs    fell    into  convulfions,    and  died 

within  an  hour,  only  by  tearing  and  fnufling  upon  fome  rag% 

h  had  been  worn  bv  a  man  who  died  of  the  plague. 

be 
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b«:  true  ;  but  when  probability  is  lkaken,  rca- 
fon  inclines  to  fcepticilin. 

I  am  far  from  fuppofing,  that  any  writer  of 
character  afferts  what  he  himfelf  diibelieves  ; 
— nay,  I  do  not  doubt  that  even  Paracelsus 
was  in  earned,  when  he  faid,  "  mulier  fub 
"  afcendente  malitiofa  genita,  infantem  in 
"  cunis,  per  afpectum  et  verba  incantare  po- 
-'  tcft  ;  fie  fieri  quoque  perfacile  poteft,  ho- 
u  minem  unum  alteri  hunc  morbum  per  im- 
"  prccationcm  infligcre  pofle."  De  Pejtililati 
Trail.  2.  Cap.  2, 

We  obferve  in  camps,  and  hofpitals,  that 
thole  people  whofe  dirty  employments  fubjecl: 
them  in  a  particular  manner  to  a  depravation 
of  their  habits,  ieldom  efcape  the  prefent  epi- 
demic ;  and  this  gives  rife  to  the  vulgar  ex- 
preflion,  and  very  incorrect  notion,  of  catch- 
ing the  difeafe. — And,  we  obferve,  that  others, 
from  the  flighted  deviation  from  regularity, 
lofe  the  power  by  which  the  body  refills  di- 
feafes,  and  they  are  alfo  attacked.  But  thefe 
effects  are  not  to  be  attributed  to  infection  ; 
for  thofe  people,  who  keep  the  vital  and  ani- 
mal powers  in  uniform  confederacy,  by  tem- 
perance and  calmnefs  of  mind  (for  fear,  by 
lowering  the  vital  energy,  fubjects  the  body  to 

difeafe), 
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difeafe),^nourifhing  diet,  proper  clothing,  and 
cleanlinefs,  and  by  keeping  a  free  and  regular 
pailage  open  for  all  the  excretions,  are  proof 
againft  the  affaults  of  foul  and  peflilential  air. 
Such  people  feldom  iuffer,  even  by  the  plague 
itfelf;  while  all  around  them  perifh.  In  Con- 
ftantinople,  the  plague,  with  filth,  and  neglect, 
the  effects  of  Mahometifm  and  predeftination, 
generally  go  together,  and  arc  feldom  feen 
aiunder. 

It  fhould  follow,  if  contagion  were  fup- 
ported  by  infected  bodies,  that  no  perfon 
ihould  ever  efcape  infection  (as  at  Oxford  af- 
fizes  in  1577)?  wk°  ^~ as  within  the  fphere  of  its 
action  ;  and  that  thole  who  were  intirely  fe- 
cluded  from  it,  and  free  from  ail  contiguity 
to  infected  people,  or  fubftances  (as  the  Col- 
legers were  in  the  town  of  Cambridge  when 
the  plague  was  iaft  in  England),  ihould  be  ex- 
empt from  it. 


But  in  oppofition  to  this,  Rhazes  lived  120 
years,  and  often  practiied  in  plagues,  Hodges 
remained  in  town  and  attended  the  fick,  during 
the  great  plague  in  London  in  1665.  Kaye 
was  in  the  midft  of  practice  in  the  iweating 
ficknefs  in  1551,  without  any  inconveniency. 
Pjrocopius  informs  us,  that   during  a  terrible 

plague 
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plague  at  Constantinople,  in  543,  which  almofl 

ddtroved  the  whole  city,  no  phyfician,  nor 
other  perfon,  got  the  plague  by  attending, 
drefling,  or  touching  the  fick*.  Yet  moft  of 
the  Capuchins,  the  Jefuits,  the  Recollets,  the 
Obfervantines,  the  Barefooted  Carmelites,  the 
Reformed  Auguftines,  all  the  Grand  Carme- 
lites, the  Grand  Trinitarians,  the  Reformed 
Trinitarians,  the  Monks  ofLoretto,  of  Mercy, 
the  Dominicans,  and  Grand  Auguftines,  who 
kept  thcmfelves  fecluded  in  their  feveral  con- 
vents, and  took  every  precaution  to  avoid  the 
plague,  while  it  raged  at  Marfeilles,  periihed 
by  it  -j~. 

There  are  no  epidemical  nor  contagions 
difeafes,  that  attack  every  perfon  who  breathe? 
the  fame  air,  or  that  is  in  contact:  with  the 
infection  ;  elfe  whole  regions  would  be  en- 
tirely depopulated.  The  habit  muft  be  gra- 
duated, or  adapted,  for  the  reception  of  a 
difeafe.  In  fome  conftitutions  of  body  the  ac- 
cefs  is  ealy,  in  fome  difficult,  and  mothers 
impofiible.  But  where  the  revelation  of  this 
myltery  is  to  be  found,  no  one  can  tell. 

*  De  Bello  Perfico,Lib.  II.  Cap.  22. 

f  Journal  de  la  Contagion  a  Marfeilks.  P.  42* 
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To  people  who  have  not  feen  the  rapidity 
with  which  the  dyfentery,  in  its  word  degree, 
makes  its  ravages  in  hot  climates,  that  faving 
of  time  which  I  propofe,  and  followed  in  my 
pra£tice,  by  deriving  a  double  operation  from 
antimonial  purgatives,  or  emetics,  and  ipeca- 
cuanha, by  always  keeping  the  patient  in  bed, 
or  well  covered  with  a  blanket  and  difpofed  to 
fweat,  as  foon  as  he  had  taken  thofe  medicines, 
may  feem  unnecefTary. 

The  time  was,  when  it  certainly  would 
have  been  thought  of  with  horror  *  ;  and  there 
may  be  ftill,  for  aught  I  know,  fome  remains 
of  that  ancient  ignorance,  which  has  feen  the 
good  effects  of  a  vomit  of  ipecacuanha,  a  little, 
toafted  rhubarb,  and  an  anodyne  draught. 

If  any  fuch  opinions  yet  remain,  it  is  not  my 
intention  to  contend  with  them  ;  nor  with  de- 
votees to  fettled  forms,  and  foes  to  innovation, 
who  may  think  that  a  vomit,  purge,  or  diapho- 
retic, ought  each  to  have  its  regular  bedikie 
period  ;  and  that  nature,  like  themfeives,  can- 
not be  forced  to  do  two  things  at  once. 

*  VViKsLoW'proflrated  himfelf  before  t!  e  altar,  for  having 
ventured  to  give  a  patient  two  ounces  of  manna  fcr  onedofe. 

Neither 
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[either   fhall    I    contend    witk   Helmont 

and  his  followers,  concerning  the  moral  cauies 
of  fevers  ;  nor  with  Campanella  and  his  fol- 
lowers, who  pretend  that  a  fever  is  no  difeafe  ; 
I — for  I  know  that  even  Hippocrates,  Celsus, 
and  Sydenham  do  afiert  that  it  fometimes 
proves  ialutarv,  and  is  often  the  inftrument 
which  nature  employs,  to  expel  morbific  caufes 
from  the  body.  The  former  opinions  are  in- 
comprchenfible  to  me  ;  and  the  latter  I  con- 
sider as  a  norma  Ioquendi  among  phyficians, 
which  cannot  apply  to  original,  nor  even  to 
fymptomatical  fevers,  unleis  it  can  be  proved 
that  nature  always  juilly  proportions  the  means 
he  end,  and  that  people  never  periih  under 

fiier  hands. 

j 

Whatever  may  be  the  moral  neceflity  of  one 
evil  in  the  works  of  nature  to  remove  another, 
or  the  utility  of  fuch  remedies  as  fevers,  of 
which  people  die,  I  am  of  opinion,  that  di- 
feafes  fhould  feldom  be  left  to  nature  ;  and 
were  I  not  confirmed  in  this  opinion  by  my 
own  practice  in  the  dyfentery,  I  fhould  be  in- 
clined to  it,  from  the  fuccefs  of  Sydenham, 
who  took  fome  difeafes  intirely  out  of  her 
hands,  when  her  methods  were  uncertain,  and 
gave  them  a  fpeedy  termination. 

T  For 
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For  my  part,  I  have  no  opinion  of  nature 
as  a  medical  defpot,  nor  of  obfequious  phy- 
ficians  as  her  minifters  ;  which  may  be  thought 
here/'  in  the  Temple,  where  the  High  Prieft 
himfelf  fays,  Novo-w  (pvatg  ivjrpoi  *.  Nature,  in 
her  bell  manner,  is  tedious  in  the  cure  of  di- 
feafes  ;  and  even  when  affifted  by  Hippocra- 
tes, took  fifty-one  days  Jo  cure  Pythodorus  of 
a  fever.  Where  her  fhorter  methods  are  pur- 
fued,  unobflrucled,  how  precarious  are  her 
attempts  ;  and  what  breaches  are  often  made 
in  the  body,  and  what  deftru£tion  of  parts 
follow,  by  haemorrhage  and  abfeefs  ! 

The  fcience  of  phyfic  muft  be   confidered  as 
extremely  imperfect,  and  literally  "  ars  con-' 
>e£turalis,"  until  we  can  take  a  difeafe  intirely 
out   of  the   hands  of  nature  ;  and  fct  up,  or 
rake  away,  fuch  operations  in  the  body,  as  are 

Uneceffary  to  terminate  difeafes  when,  and  how 
we  pleafe.     This  i  know  may  be  done  in  many 
,  endemical    difeafes  ;  and  in  fuch   as  are  con- 

ftant   in    their    appearance  ;   and  in  thofe  that 
\\  are  the  produce  of  certain  places,  and  Hated 

feafons  of  the  year, 
f 

*  Nature  cures  di/ea/'s,  Epidemiorum  Lib. VI.  Seft.  5.  Art.  E. 

Wherever 
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Wherever  this  pra&ice  is  ufed,  the  doctrine 
of  critical  days,  ib  holily  obferved  by  the  an- 
cients,  mal.es  hut  a  fmall  figure  in  the  healing 
art;  and  will  be  as  little  regarded,  or  relied 
on,  when  followed  in  temperate  climates,  as 
it  is  in  polar,  and  equatorial  regions. 

Nature,  in  the  torrid  zone,  fcldom  cures 
any  difeafe  ; — all  acute  difeafes  are  found  to 
make  a  regular,  but  hafty  progrefs  to  death. 
There,  all  the  oracular  prognoftics  of  the  di- 
vine old  man,  are  not  fo  confidently  to  be  re- 
lied on,  in  fevers,  as  four  or  fix  hours  found 
fleep,  accompanied  with  a  warm,  univerfal 
fweat. — But  it  requires  the  exertion  of  confum- 
mate  (kill,  to  protect,  nature  from  the  fury  of 
the  difeafe,  until  this  compofure  is  obtained. 

However  adequate  the  trifling  practice,  in 
common  ufe,  may  be  to  the  conquering  of 
flight  fluxes,  arifing  folely  from  fiimuli  in  the 
inteftines,  and  may  accord  with  the  conve- 
nience and  fituations  of  the  higher  ranks  of 
people  in  luxurious  life,  it  is  otherwife  when 
applied  to  thofe  with  ferious  difeafes,  in  inferior 
Rations,  and  in  indigent  circumftances  ;  and 
never  iTiould  be  thought  of  where  great  mafles 
of  people  are  crowded  together  in  jails,  hofpi- 
ta!s,  ihips,  and  armies. 

T    2  G  B 
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AT  firft,  when  I  determined  on  this  pub- 
lication, it  was  my  intention  to  have 
given  a  fpecimen  of  the  practice  of  every  author 
of  reputation,  who  had  written  on  the  dyfen- 
tery,  that  thofe  who  are  remote  from  the  ad- 
Vantage  of  libraries,  might  have,  in  a  fmall 
compafs,  all  the  information  that  has  been 
fuggefted  in  different  parts  of  the  world,  on 
this  important  difeafe,  that  lies  fcattered 
through  a  multitude  of  books  ;  which  I  thought 
would  extend  the  utility  of  a  publication  of  this 
fort  as  much  as  poflible. 

But  the  dyfentery  being  a  fubjeel  fo  univer- 
sally difcufled  among  phyficians,  and  on  which 

T  3  one 
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one  would  imagine  it  was  difcraceful  to  be 
filcnt,  I  found  by  farther  inveftigation,  that 
the  fmalleft  extract  from  every  author  who  has 
written  thereon,  would  be  a  voluminous  work 
of  itfelf,  and  of  more  curiofity  than  utility. 
Therefore  I  have  coiie6led  only  the  mod  in- 
tereftins;  circumftances  that  have  occurred  to 
me  in  the  courfe  of  my  reading  on  the  fubject ; 
and  I  flatter  myfelf,  though  I  have  abridged 
my  original  plan,  that  the  compilation  I  have 
made  will  be  of  life  to  young  practitioners,  in 
the  navy  and  army,  and  to  refidents  in  the  co- 
lonies ;  and  that  it  •will  alfo  fave  much  trouble 
to  thoie  who  have  but  little  leifure,  and  many 
opportunities  of  making  and  comparing  ob- 
fervations  on  this  difeafe,  in  various  climates, 
and  who  profecute  their  enquiries  with  an  in- 
tent to  publiih  them.  It  will  alfo  fhew  that 
many  authors  have  arrogated  to  themfelves 
difcoveries  which  belonged  to  their  predecef- 
fors  ;  and  may  prevent  others  incurring  the 
mortification  that  muft  neceffarily  follow  the 
propagating  old  doctrines,  as  novelties. 

Indeed  there  is  fo  little  ufeful  difcrimination 

on  this  difeafe,  to    be   found    among  writers 

after  Galen,  that  if  we  except  Trallian,  the 

reft  are  very  little  more  than  compilers  ; — or 

ropiers  of  Galen,  who  was  himfelf  a  copier 

of 
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of  the  ancient  Greeks; — and  £hofe  of  later 
times,  commentators  on  their  predeceflbrs, 
defcahting   on  their  practice,    and  difputjng 

concerning  the  ufe,  and  abufe  of  acrid,  and 
unctuous  glylters,  bleeding,  vomiting,  purging, 
fruit,  aftringents,  opiates,  &c. — and  in  more 
recent  times,  about  contagion,  rhubarb,  ipe- 
cacuanha, and  faline  medicines. 

From  the  moderns,  all  that  I  can  collect 
amounts  to  no  more  than  this  : — that  different 
practitioners  having  feen  the  difeaie  under  dif- 
ferent circumftances,  conclude  that  every  per- 
fon  befide  themfelves,  has  been  miltaken  re- 
fpecting  the  true  method  of  treating  it. 

One  phyfician  has  teen  the  dyfentery  at- 
tended with  great  fever,  and  he  infifts  that  co- 
pious bleeding,  by  way  of  evacuation,  is  the 
cure  for  it ;  and  quotes  Trallian,  or  Botal- 
lus,  for  his  authority. 

Another  has  feen  an  autumnal  dyfentery  in 
marfhy  fituations,  and  iniifts  that  bleeding  is 
pernicious  ;  or,  if  performed,  that  it  fhould 
be  done  in  very  fmall  quantities,  by  way  of  re- 
vulfion ;  and  quotes  Galen,  Aetius,  and 
Trallian,  for  that. 

T  4  Another 
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Another  has  fecn  the  dyfentery  abounding 
with  bile,  and  acrid  difcharges,  and  declares 
that  fruits  and  purging  are  the  cure  ;  and 
quotes  Trallian's  example  there  alfo. 


Another  has  feen  the  dyfentery  where  crudi- 
ties and  foul-humours  have  prevailed  in  the 
firft  paflages,  and  infifts  that  fruits  are  de- 
ftruftion  ;  and  fays  Hippocrates  has  forbidden 
them  in  all  difeafes  of  the  bowels. 

Thus  we  have  been  furnifhed,  in  different 
parts  of  the  world,  with  books  fupporting 
every  hypothefis,  that  contradiction  and  local 
prejudice  could  invent ;  without  the  fmalleft 
conceffion,  that  thefe  contentions  concern  but 
accidental  fymptoms,  which  will  ever  be  fub- 
je6l  to  variation  :  and  that  the  principles  of 
the  difeafe  itfelf,  muft  be  attended  to  on  far 
other  grounds  than  thefe. 

It  was  not  by  ffach  methods  that  Sydenham 
raifed  his  fame.  What  a  figure  would  he  have 
made,  if,  after  his  fuccefs  with  Whey,  by 
which  he  cured  all  his  patients  in  the  autumn 
of  1669,  he  had  publifhed  to  the  world  that 
Whey  was  a  certain  remedy  for  the  dyfentery  ; 
when  in  the  following  year,  nay,  in  the  cold 

weather 
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athef  of  the  fame  year1,  he  found  it  had  no 
effefl : 

l\c  would  have  been  obliged  to  have  contra-* 
dieted  himfelf;  or  to  have  copied  Vande£ 
1  [eyden,  who  had  written  on  the  fubject,  and 
to  have  remained  the  author  of  a  monftrous 
abfurdity. 

In  the  following  feieciion,  it  will  appear, 
that  I  have  omitted  a  multitude  of  writers  ;  but 
I  believe  none,  who,  however  judicious,  have 
any  claim  to  originality. 


Hippocrates,  the  great  matter'  of  our  art, 
fays,  among  the  general  and  particular  caufes 
of  dyfenteries,  that  after  an  unufually  dry  win- 
ter, with  northerly  winds,  if  a  rainy  fpring 
fucceed,  with  foutherly  winds,  dyfenteries  will 
prevail  in  the  fummer ;  particularly  among 
women,  and  people  of  a  moid  habit  *.  That 
after  a  winter  with  foutherly  winds,  rainy  and 
mild,  if  the  fpring  ihould  be  very  dry,  with 
northerly  winds,  dyfenteries  will  prevail  -jr. 
That  long  continued  dry  weather  will  produce 

*  Aphor.  ii.  Se£l.  3. 
t  Aphor.  12.  Seft,  3. 

dyfen- 
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dyfenteries  f .  That  dyfenteries  may  arife  from 
bile  and  phlegm  falling  on  the  bowels,  and 
there  corroding  and  ulcerating  them§.  That 
black  bile  may  caufe  dyfenteries ;  then  they 
prove  mortal  ||.  That  a  diarrhoea  may  caufe  a 
dyfentery^".  That  people  paft  their  youth  are* 
mod  obnoxious  to  dyfenteries  **.  That  a 
plethora,  from  the  lofs  of  a  limb,  by  amputa- 
tion, may  caufe  a  dyfentery  -j--j-. 

In  refpedt  to  his  pra£lice  in  the  dyfentery, 
the  following  is  a  fpecimen  : 

"  fy  Fabarum  purarum  quadrantem  ;  furcu- 
los  rubiae  tritos  duodecim  ;  commifceto,  et 
coquito,  ac  opime  delingenda  hasc  porrigito." 
De  Acutorum  Morborum  ViEiu,  Se6l.  4.  Art.  105. 

He  advifes  warm  fomentations  to  be  applied 
to  the  belly,  when  the  pains  are  fevere,  and  to 
give  glyfters  of  milk  ;  and  when  there  is  fever, 
to  ufe  emollient  and  undtuous  glyfters  often,  to 
difcharge   the  iharp  humours.     Milk  was  his 

%  Apbor.  16.  Sect.  3. 

§  De  Affeft.  Lib.  cap.  7. 

||  Aphor.  44.  Sect  4. 

%  Aphor.  75.  Sea.  7. 

**  Aphor.  30.  Seel.  3. 

ft  De  Articulis, $€&.  4.  Art  38. 

general 
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general  medicine  in  the  civ  fentery.     AfTes  milk, 

goats    milk,     or    cows    milk.     Sometimes     lie 

e  crude  milk  ;  fometimes  boiled  milk  ;  and 

fometimes  milk  with  hot  ftones  quenched  in  it ;1. 

In  Aph.  64.  Seff.  5.  he  admoniihes  againfl: 
giving  milk,  when  there  is  any  pain  in  the 
head,  and  when  there  is  fever  and  thirft  ;  and. 
where  there  'is  a  copious  difcharge  of  blood,  or 
a  bilious  purging,  with  an  acute  fever. 

In  the  writings  of  this  venerable  man,  there 
is  a  paflage  relating  to  the  dyfentery,  concern- 
ing the  meaning  of  which,  the  learned  have 
difputed. 

Tlcpveir}  ctxpujjics  Sva-evrepirjg  ocxeg-f. 

Imp  u  dens  fc  or  tat  10  dyf enter  ice  medetur. 

Calvus,  the  firft  tranflator  of  Hippocrates 
into  latin,  from  the  Vatican  manufcript,  reads 
npp?7,  Meretrix9  inftead  of  Ila^f/i?,  Fornlcatio ; 
and  fuppofes  uxp^^og  to  be  the  name  of  a  wo- 

*  I  have  omitted  the  treatment  of  the  fbn  of  Eratofovs, 
(Lib.  VII.  Art;  5.  Epidemiorum),  as  that  more  than 
feventy-one  days  illnefs,  was  cured  principally  by  aiTes  milk 
at  iii It,  and  cows  milk  afterwards,  with  ionic  auitere  black 
wine  in  it. 

f  Epidem.  Lib.  7.  Art.  140. 

man 


I) 


284.  ON     THE      DYSENTERY. 

man  who  had  a  remedy  for  the  dyfentery,  and 
tranflates  the  paffage  thus  : 

Meretrix  Achromos  dyfenterice  medela. 


\ 


Dacier  is  of  opinion  that  Hippocrates  has 
been  made  to  fay  what  he  never  intended  ;  and 
thus  tranflates  the  paffage  : 

La  fornication  eji  nn  mccha?it  et  detejiable 
remede  a  la  dyf enteric 


He  alleges,  that  the  reading  fhould  be 
axpupov,  inftead  of  axpupes^  and  agree  with 
axes  ;  and  that  axp^^og  is  an  old  word,  and 
not  to  be  found  in  any  author  but  Hippocrates 
and  Artimedorus  ;  and  that  it  has  no  certain 
and  determinate  meaning. 

Suidas  explains  it  itninodefl,  impudent,  but 
that  it  alfo  fignifies  detejiable  and  wicked ;  as 
ctxpacv,  which  is  the  fame  as  axpupov,  is  ex* 
plained  by  Hesychius,  ttov^cv,  wicked,  Re- 
marques  fur  le  troifeme  livre  de  la  Diete. 

Le  Clerc  fupports  Dacier's  opinion.  Hijl. 
de  la  Medicine,  Lib.  III.  Cap.  30, 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  original  text, 
in  this  paffage,  or  the   real  opinion  of  Hippo* 

crates 
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>  rates  concerning  a  remedy,  "en  cc  qu'il 
bldTc  rhonetete  et  hi  bienfeance,*1  wc  find  a 
pmilar  allufion  in  another  part  of  his  works  *  ; 
iind  an  unequivocal  deeifion  on  this  point  in 
the  learned  Sta(;irite? 

And  indeed,  in  obftinate  diarrhoeas,  many- 
others  have  adverted  to  the  fame  circumftance, 

"   Alvi   profluvia  inveterata  alicpando  per 
Venerem  reficcantur  t,*1 

"  Alvi  profluvium  invcteratum  Venus   re* 
iiccat§." 


Cblsus,  Lib.  IF.  Cap.  15,  fays,  Among  the 

ifeafes  of  the  inteftines  may   be  reckoned  the 

"ormina,  by   the   Greeks  called   Avo-bvt epia.     In 

this  diforder  the  inteftines  are   exulcerated  on 

:he  infide  ;  blood  flows  from  them,  mixed  with 

:ccs,    which  are    always   liquid  ;    fometimes 

ith  a  kind  of  mucous  excretions,  and  fome- 

:imes  caruncles  are  difcharged  with  excrements; 

*  Epidern.  Lib.  VI.  S~£L  5.  Art.  28. 

tProb.  XVIII.  Sea.  4. 

X  Aetius,  Tetrab.  1.  Serm.  III.  Cap.  S. 

§  Paul.  ^Egineta,  Lib.   I.  Cap,  35  j  et  Amat.   Lush 

\x.  Cent.  II.  Obf.  ... 

there 
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there  is  a  frequent  defire  of  going  to  (tool,  with 
a  pain  in  the  anus  ;  fome  inconfiderable  dif- 
charge  is  made  with  the  fame  pain,  and  the 
torment  becomes  more  intenfe  ;  which,  how- 
ever, after  fome  time,  is  alleviated  ;  the  pa- 
tient has  very  little  reft  ;  his  deep  is  inter- 
rupted ;  he  becomes  feveriih  ;  and  after  a  con- 
fiderable  length  of  time,  either  perifhes  under 
the  inveteracy  of  the  diftemper,  or  efcapes 
with  much  difficulty  and  torment. 

Firffc  of  all,  the  patient  muft  have  reft  ;  for 
all  agitation  promotes  the  exulceration  of  the 
parts.  Then  he  muft  drink,  falling,  a  cup  of 
wine  in  which  the  bruifed  root  of  cinquefoil 
has  been  added.  Apply  repellent  cataplafms 
to  the  belly.  As  often  as  he  goes  to  ftool,  let 
him  wafh  with  a  deco6lion  of  vervain.  Let 
him  eat  purfiain  boiled,  or  out  of  ftrong  pickle, 
and  ufe  an  aftringent  diet.  • 

When  the  difcafe  is  farther  advanced,  he 
advifes  glyfters  of  cremor  of  ptifan,  or  milk, 
or  melted  fat,  or  ftag's  marrow,  or  oil,  or 
butter  of  rofes,  with  the  raw  white  of  an  egg, 
or  decoftion  of  linfeed  ;  or,  if  fleep  be  want- 
ing, with  the  yolks  of  eggs  in  a  decoftion  of 
rofe-leaves.  He  fays,  thefe  things  mitigate  the 
pain,  and  are  of  great  benefit  when  there  is  a 

loathing 
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loathing   of  food.     He    fays,  Themison  ufed 
ftrong  brine  in  fuch  cafes'. 

The  food   to  be  fuch  as    gently   binds   the 
belly  ;    diuretics  .  are   ferviceable  if  they  have 
their  proper    effect,  by   diverting  the  humour 
another  way,  otherwife  they  increafe   the  di- 
feafe  ;  for  which  reafon  they  are  not  to  be  given, 
but  to  fuch  people  as  have  been  accuftomed  to 
receive   benefit    from    them.      The    common 
drink,  if  the  patient  befeverifh,  fhouldbe  pure 
warm  water,  or  water  endowed  with  an  aftrin- 
gent   quality:  or   if  there  be  no    fever,  thin, 
auftere  wine.     If,  after  feveral  days,  the   pa- 
tient find  no   relief  from  thefe  things,  and  the 
difeafe  grow  inveterate,  he  advifes  the  drinking 
water   of  a  good  degree  of  coldnefs,  which  he 
fays   aftringes  the  ulcers,  and  lays  the  found- 
ation for  a    recovery  ;  but  when  the  purging 
is  flopped,  the  patient  is  to  return  immediately 
to   his   warm   drinks.      When  a   putrid    and 
foetid  fanies  is  difcharged,  or  pure  blood  comes 
away   in   the  (tools,  the    belly    is  to   be   well 
cleanfed  with  glvfters  of  hvdromel,  and  thole 
other  remedies  before-mentioned.     He  fays,  an 
effectual  remedy  agairift   a  cancer  of  the  intef- 
tines  is  a  lump  of  minium  bruifed,  with  half  a 
pound  of  fait;  or  a  glyfter   of  the  fame  with 
water.     If  blood  be  voided   in   the    (tools,  tuie 

patient 


288  ON      THE    -DYSENTERY,       ^ 

patient  is  to  eat  and  drink  fuch  things  as  are  of 
£ii  aftringent  quality. 


DlOSCORIDES,  Tav  Tirspi  ra  evrspa  waSuv  Boy* 
t%uctr»y  recommends  in  the  dyfentery,  among 
a  multitude,  the  following  remedies,  with  wine, 
or  fome  aftringent  decoction  ;—  agallochum, 
fage,  juice  and  herb  of  hemp,  agrimony,  the 
}uice  and  dried  root  of  cinquefoil,  hypociftis, 
iuice  of  horehound,  pimpinella  leaves  and 
root,  willow  root,  comfrey  root,  feed  and 
leaves,  wild-forrelfeed,  water-lily  feed,  decoc- 
tion of  marfli- mallow  root,  bramble-ibufli  juice 
and  (talks  boiled,  goat's  milk  boiled,  alcea 
root,  cudwort  with  auftere  wine,  elatine  boiled 
with  linfeed,  agrimony  feed  with  wine  and 
honey  firit  boiled,  wild  fennel  feed,  white  ivy 
flowers,  with  wine  twice  a  .day,  myrtle-berries 
with  wine,  lotus  boiled  in  wine,  Lemnian,  or 
Sinopian  earth  in  wine,  wild  fage  root  with 
wine,  cenanthe,  bull-rnfh  feed  toafted,  chon- 
drilla  juice,  orris  with  wine,  mullen-root,  flea- 
wort  in  water,  dry  album  gnecum  moiftened 
with  wine,  coagulum  of  a  hare  in  water,  &c. 

Among  the  articles  of  food,  are  mallows 
Without  fait,  ripe  frefh  olives,  blood  of  a  goat, 

deer, 
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i,  or  hare  fried,  dry  ripe  grapes,  unripe 
dry  grapes  made  into  bread  w  ith  Mower,  bread 
toafted  and  yolks  of  eggs,  ftarch  boiled  with 
chondrus  and  milk,  blackberries,  plantain- 
leaves  and  green  tender  branches  of  bramble- 
buih  boiled  and  taken  with  vinegar  and  oil, 
galls,  or  rhus  mixed  with  the  food,  zea  roafted, 
lentiles  roafted  and  powdered,  grape-ftones 
powdered,  millet,  zea,  rice,  and  lentiles  toafted, 
grecian  beans  boiled  in  pofca,  linfeed  fried 
and  eaten  with  honey,  honey  boiled,  taken 
alone  or  with  pomegranates,  quinces  and  ripe 
medlars  boiled  with  honey,  myrtle-wine,  juice 
of  myrtle-berries,  wild  pears,  fuccory,  parfley 
and  plantain  boiled  in  vinegar,  pomegranate- 
fhells,walnuts,  dates,  purflane,  deer's  fat  boiled 
with  cheefe,  or  flower,  the  liver  and  brain  of 
a  goat  fried  with  honey,  new  cheefe  fcraped 
and  fried  with  honey,  young  fwallows  roafted, 
bees-wax,  or  honey-comb  boiled  in  the  drinks, 
cabbage  twice  boiled,  raw  unwaihed  lettuce  ; 
where  there  is  a  loathing  of  food,  the  coagu- 
lum  of  a  young  hind,  hare,  or  kid,  diflblved 
in  water  and  drunk,  &c. 

Cataplafms  to  be  applied  to  the  belly,  com- 
pofed  of  oleafter-flowers,  and  barley-meal, 
mixed  with  warm  oil  and  water  ;  bramble-buih 
leaves,    quinces,     and    cerate ;    myrtle-leaves 

U  beat 
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beat  up  with  wine  and  oil  of  unripe  olives  ; 
pomegranate- fhells  boiled  in  wine  with  cerate; 
barley-meal,  bramble -bufh,  and  wine  ;  alum, 
with  aloes  and  acacia,  &c.  &c. 

Glyfters  of  frelh  butter,  and  others  compofed 
of  decoctions  of  mallows,  fenugreek-feed,  &c. 
when  there  is  no  pain,  pickle,  with  wine  ; 
burnt  hartfhorn,  with  wine  and  oil  of  rofes  ; 
arfenic,  twice  burnt  with  paper,  and  wine  ; 
fcoria  of  lead  with  myrtle-oil  ;  bitumen,  melted 
with  ptifan,  &c.  where  there  are  eating  ulcers, 
fifh-pickle ;  old  urine ;  decoction  of  greek 
beans  with  goat's  fuet ;  red  earth  with  aftrin- 
gent  decoction,  or  iharp  brine,  &c. 

To  afluage  the  griping  pains  excited  by  acrid 
glyfters,  others  are  to  be  given  compofed  of 
milk,  or  butter,  or  decoction  of  chondrus  ;  or 
of  fuet,  with  cremor  of  ptifan  ;  alfo  fat  of  fowls, 
geefe,  or  deer  ;  or  marrow  of  a  deer  or  calf, 
by  itfelf  warm,  or  with  cremor  of  ptifan. 

In  his  chapter  on  milk,  he  recommends 
boiled  milk,  and  milk  with  hot  flints  quenched 
in  it,  for  fluxes  and  ulcerations  of  the  in- 
teftines. 

Galen 
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Galen  fays,  an    mating  or   fliarp  bumotu 
the  caufe   oi  •  fentery,   which  at  firft  ab- 

jes,  then  abrades,  and  at  length  ulcerates 
the  Inteftines.  Dc  Locis  Affeffh,  Lib.  I.  Cap.  2.. 
That  it  may  arife  from  a  plethora,  in  which 
nature  relieves  herfelf  by  the  inteftines.  Hipp. 
dc  Nat.  Hominis  Comment  I.  SecJ.  32.  From 
the  lois  of  a  limb,  from  indolence  after  an  ac- 
tive life,  from  obftruction  of  the  menfes. 
De  Locis  Affcais,  Lib.  V.  Cap.  8.  He  alfo 
mentions  among  the  caufes  of  a  dyfentery, 
phlegm,  yellow  bile,  and  black  bile. 

He  confirms  the  opinion  of  Hippocrates, 
that  a  dyfentery  arifing  from  black  bile  is  mor- 
tal. De  Ufu  Partium,  Lib.  5.  Cap.  10.  He 
obferves,  that  an  ulcer  from  black  bile  muft 
be  mortal,  unlefs  the  unfound  parts  are  cut 
intirely  away  from  the  found,  which  cannot 
be  done  in  the  inteftines.   De  Atra  Bile,  Cap.  5. 

In  the  treatment  of  the  difeafe,  he  fays,  it 
contributes  greatly  to  the  cure  of  the  difeafe, 
to  know  in  what  part  of  the  inteftines  the  ulcer 
is  fituated  ;  for  if  it  be  in  the  fuperior  inteftines, 
the  remedy  is  to  be  fought  for  in  medicines 

U  2  which 
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which  are  to  be  taken  by  the  mouth  ;  but  if 
the  ulcer  be  in  the  inferior  inteftines,  it  will 
be  mod  proper  to  have  recourfe  to  glyfters. 
De  Locis  Affeclis,  Lib.  VI,   Cap,  2. 

He  exprefsly  forbids  bleeding  in  the  dyfen- 
tery  ;  and  fays,  in  Comment.  IV.  Art  98.  Dc 
Acutor,  Morb.  Viclu,  "  Fluente  alvo  fangui- 
nem  non  detrahes  ;  nam  fi  poft  detractionem 
perieveret  fluor,  vires  profternit."  In  Lib.L 
Cap.  15,  ad  Glauconem,  he  makes  the  fame 
objection  againft  purging  ;  he  fays,  "  Sed 
nee,  fi  cum  alvi  profluvio  febris  fuerit,  alia  va- 
cuatione  eft  opus.  Verum  ipfum  per  fe  fuffi- 
cit,  etiam  fi  non  fit  pro  plenitudinis  ratione. 
Quicunque  enim  ab  iis,  tanquam  majori  ina- 
nitione  egentibus,  vel  fanguinem  ducere,  vel 
ventrem  movere  aufi  funt,  m  gravia  pericula 
praecipitarunt." 

In  Lib.  X.  De  Simpl.  Med.  Facult,  8.  he  re- 
commends whey  in  glyfters,  to  abfterge  and 
cleanfe  the  inteftines,  and  to  be  taken  in- 
wardly. He  fays,  when  any  thing  of  a  drying 
nature  is  added  to  it,  it  is  the  beft  remedy  in 
the  dyfentery,  and  all  acrid  fluxes  of  the  belly. 
This  quality  it  acquires,  he  fays,  by  being  firft 
boiled,  and  then  having  hot  ftones,  >cas%a^^, 
quenchedin.it.     He  fays  milk  is  an  excellent 

remedy 
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remedy  in  (harp  corroding  fluxes  ;  but  that 
it  ihould  be  firft  boiled  to  con  fume  its  ferous 
parts  :  and  advifes  farther,  that  it  Ihould  have 
hot  irons  quenched  in  it. 

The  anti-dyfenterical  medicines  of  Galen, 
as  well  as  thofe  of  his  predeceffors,  contempo- 
raries, and  fucceffors,  down  to  the  fixteenth 
century,  were  nearly  all  alike,  and  chiefly  com- 
pofed  of  the  following  articles  : — 

In  glyfters  they  ufed,  as  detergents  and 
aftringents,  arfenic,  burnt  paper,  brine,  lime, 
alum,  fea- water,  wine,  opium,  &c  In  affua- 
ging  and  emollient  glyfters,  milk*  wax,  goat's 
fat,  and  the  fat  of  other  animals,  flower,  ftarch, 
&c.  With  fuch  internals  as  galls,  tormentil, 
acorns,  chefnuts,  opium,  cheefe,  faffron,  alum, 
coagulum  of  animals,  eggs  boiled  in  vinegar, 
aufterewine,  aftringent  fruits,  album  graecum, 
burnt  hartfhorn,  earths,  boiled  milk,  chaly- 
beated  milk,  and  milk  with  hotftones  quenched 
in  it  ;  with  external  applications,  cataplafms, 
fomentations  and  baths. 

The  following  fpecimen  of  Galen's  for- 
mulas, from  Lib.  IX.  Cap.  5,  de  Compof.  P  bar- 
mac,  ftcundum  locos ,  with  the  particulars  already 
mentioned   from   Dioscorides,   may   give   an 

U  3  adequate 
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adequate  idea  of  the  practice  of  thofe  times  : 
and  fuperfede  the  neceflity  of  repetitions  from 
fubfequent  writers,  many  of  whom  have  done 
nothing  more  than  copy  them,  without  the 
addition  of  a  fmgle  article  of  the  fmalleft 
utility.  If  any  farther  information  be  re- 
quired, refpecting  the  formula?  of  the  ancients, 
it  may  be  found  in  the  collection  made  by 
Nicholas  Myrepsus. 

Ad  Dy f enter ico $)  *qua  Utcr. 

"  fy  Galke,  fruclus  ericas,  opij,  fingulorum 
drachmas  quatuor  ;  cum  aqua  redigito  in  paf- 
tillos  duorum  obulorum.  Dato  ex  aqua  aut 
vino." 


Ad  Dyfentericos,     Cceliacos,    et   Haemoptoicos^  e 
Cornelio  Medico.  ' 

66  $d  Myrrhae,  thuris,  aloes,  croci,  opij, 
rhois  fyriacae  et  coriariae,  lycii  Indici,  acacias, 
malicorii,  fucci  hypociftidis,  gallae,  balaufti- 
orum,  fingulorum  par  pondus ;  in  paftillos 
cogito  ;  et  adnodtem,  febre  carentibus  ex  vino, 
febricitantibus  ex  frigida,  dato," 


Infufum7 
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bifufum,  quo  IItor. 

"  R:  Chartae  uftae  jxxx.  Auripignrenti  5xij. 
Gallae  $ix.  Calcis  vivx  ^xvi.  Bituminis  5.W  i. 
Sulphuris  vivi  3xvi.  Sandaracha^xvi.  Mifce." 

Allude  quo  Utor,  Gemelli. 

"  R:  AUripigmcntl  sviii.  Sandarachae  iiii. 
Calcis  vivae  3viii.  Squamae  aeris  £vi.  Aluminis 
fciffi  tahtumdem,  omphacii,  Jviii.  Lycii  In- 
dici  tantumdem,  fucci  papaveris  jiiii.  Succi  hy- 
pociltidis  tantundem,  croci  3I1.  Ego  astern 
Siiii.  Chartae  uftae  5>:x.  Aliqui  3xvi.  Excipc 
vino  m\  rtite ;  fac  globulos,  quorum  finguli 
fmt  jiiii.  ct  trium.     Infunde  cum  vino  diluto." 

Galen  fays,  it  was  a  cuftom  in  his  time  to 
give  raw  onions  and  bread,  the  patient  drink- 
ing but  little,  and  the  next  morning  glyftcrs 
of  the  fharpeft  pickle.  This  remedy,  he  fays, 
brought  on  convulfions,  faintings,  and  cold 
fweats,  and  killed  many  people :  but  thofe 
who  furvived  its  violence,  were  fpeedily  cured 
by  it.  Here  he  gives  us  a  proof  of  his  excel- 
lent wit,  as  well  as  of  that  profound  judgement 
for  which  he  is  fo  juftly  famed.  He  makes 
proper  reflections  on  this  fort  of  practice,  and 

U  4  alio 
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alfo  points  out  the  danger  of  the  improper  ufe 
of  anodynes.  Method.  Medend.  Lib.  XII. 
Cap.  1. 


Oribasius,    Synopf.  Lib.  I.   Cap.  19,  recom- 
mends glyfters  of  fea-water. 


Aetius,  T'etrab.  III.  Serm.  1.  Cap.  43.  et  feq< 
advifes  reft  and  a  fpare  diet  ;  and  rain-water 
for  ufe,  that  has  not  been  received  by  lead 
gutters,  or  citterns,  as  fuch  water  caufes  dyfen- 
teries.  If  rain  water  cannot  be  had,  good 
fpring-water  muft  be  ufed ;  but  well-water 
fhould  be  avoided,  as  it  abounds  with  faline 
properties,  which  difturb  the  bowels. 

If  the  difeafe  be  caufed  by  acrid  food,  or 
yellow  bile,  it  is  generally  cured.  And  if 
black  bile  in  the  beginning  be  voided,  which 
is  difcharged  into  the  bowels,  in  confequence 
of  the  folution  of  fome  fever,  we  muft  not  de- 
fpair  of  a  cure  ;  but  if  fpontaneoufly,  and 
without  any  fever  preceding,  black  bile  be 
voided,  and  no  good  concodtion  appearing, 
the  dyfentery  is  incurable,  as  it  does  not  differ 

from 
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from    an    ulcerated     cancer,    and    is    always 
mortal. 

Antillus  relates,  that  a  perfon  having 
f\\  allowed  a  gold  ring  in  joke,  voided  Hired* 
and  bloody  ftools,  caui'ed  by  the  afperities  of 
the  ring  cutting  the  inteftines  ;  but  by  boldly 
giving  him  ftrong  purgatives,  he  voided  it  by 
ftool,  and  was  well  the  third  day. 

Aetius  fays,  it  is  wonderful  what  good 
effe&s  are  produced  by  fuch  plafters  as  are  ufed 
to  bleeding  wounds,  after  the  inflammation  is 
abated,  and  fuch  as  are  ufed  for  fraftures,  ap- 
plied round  the  whole  belly  and  loins,  to  the 
back. 

If  the  impetus  of  the  blood  be  vehement, 
with  great  inflammation,  and  particularly  in 
plethoric  habits,  bleeding  muft  be  performed, 
if  the  ftrength  will  permit,  and  where  any  ac- 
cuftomed  difcharge  of  blood  has  been  fuppreffed. 

Much  blood  is  not  to  be  taken  away  at  a 
time,  nor  fuddenly  ;  both  difturb  the  belly  ; 
and  great  care  muft  be  taken  that  the  patient 
is  not  funk  by  it.  The  intention  of  bleeding  is 
not  for  the  quantity  of  blood,  but  as  it  were  to 
transfer   the  humours  to  another  channel.     A 

little 
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little  blood,  therefore,  and  from  a  fmall  orifice, 
taken  away  flowly,  mitigates  the  inflammation, 
caufes  a  revnlfion  of  the  blood  from  the  intef-. 
tines,  abates  the  inward  heat  gradually,  and 
conduces  to  fleep,  rather  than  to  fink  the  pa- 
tient ;  and  fleep  is  the  belt  remedy  for  dyfen- 
teric  people. 

When  the  ulcers  are  cancerous  and  malig- 
nant, what  the  Greeks  call  Kctxo^8rtg,  the  difeafe 
is  generally  incurable  ;  but  the  beft  remedy  to 
mitigate  the  pains  is  freih  afs's  milk  drunk 
warm  ;  and  if  the  patient  could  bear  the  ule  of 
it,  he  lliould  take  no  other  nouriihment. 


Marcellus  Empiricus,  de  Medicament.  Lib. 
Cap.  27,  adviies,  puppies,  ducks,  and  frogs  to 
be  applied  to  the  belly,  which,  he  fays,  will 
draw  out  the  difeafe,  and  they  will  be  killed 
by  it,  but  the  patient  will  be  cured.  He  ad- 
vifes  the  belly  of  the  patient  to  be  anointed 
with  bat's  blood,  and  to  give  him  human 
urine,  and  to  put  his  legs  in  cold  water,  up  to 
his  knees,  and  drink  very  warm  auftere  wine, 
which  if  there  be  no  fever  will  fpeedily  cure 
him.     He  fays,  that  Glafs  powdered  very  fine, 

and 
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and  fitted,  with  an  equal  quantity  of  maftic, 
given  in  boiled  wine  for  three  days  together,  o 
longer,  if  there  be  occcafion,  is  a  wonderful 
remedy. 


Paul.  ^Egineta,  de.  Re  Medica,  Lib.  HI. 
Cap.  42,  lays,  a  dyfentery  is  an  ulceration  of 
the  inteftines.  When  much  blood  is  voided 
by  itfelf,  the  difeafe  is  called  a  bloody  dyfentery. 
When  blood  is  voided  that  ,is  blacker  than  its 
natural  colour,  and  ihining,  the  liver  does  not 
properly  concoct  the  aliment  that  is  diftributed 
to  it ;  and  when  alfo,  from  its  debility,  the 
difcharges  are  like  the  wafhings  of  raw  frefh 
meat,  it  is  called  an  hepatic  dyfentery.  He  ad- 
vifes,  where  there  is  great  heat,  the  eating 
fuccory,  and  the  drinking  cold  water.  He  re- 
commends rain-water  for  ufe.  If  the  flux  con- 
tinue obftinate,  he  advifes  a  large  fponge  to 
be  wetted  in  fome  hot  aftringent  wine,  and  to 
be  applied  to  the  whole  of  the  fuperior  part  of 
the  bellv. 


Alex.  Trallianus,  in  Lib.  VIII.  Cap.  8, 
4e  Dyfenteria  quce  Rheumatic  a  dicitur^  fays,  he 
calls  that  a  rheumatic  dyfentery,  which  arifes 
from  the  humours  difcharged  from  the  mefa- 
raic  veflels,  and  a  reflux  of  the  chyle  ;  which 

being 


ji&TYpI 



LIE  Y 

20&**  ifii3      ON     |HE      DYSENTERY. 

being  mixed  with  the  bile,  caufes  an  acrimony 
that  excites  the  inteftines  to  expel  their  con- 
tests. He  fays,  if  the  difeafe  continue  long, 
it  caufes  an  ulceration  of  the  inteftines,  which 
is  properly  called  a  dyfentery.  He  advifes  ab- 
ftinence,  the  firft  two  days  of  the  difeafe  ;  and 
if  the  patient  be  young  and  ftrong,  and  the 
feafon  permit,  bleeding  in  the  arm,  and  not 
alefs  quantity  than  two  heminas  (nearly  twenty 
ounces)  of  blood  is  to  be  taken  away.  The 
cure  afterwards  was  chiefly  performed  with 
milk. 

He  fays,  many  unfkilful   phyficians   do   not 

hefitate  to  give  medicines  in  the  beginning  of 

the   difeafe,    compofed    of  opium,    henbane* 

black  poppy,  or  mandragora,  to  procure  fleep, 

and  eafe   the   pains.     They  are  deceived  from 

the  patient's  fleeping  all  night,  and  the  ftools 

ceafing  ;  but  when  the  morning  returns,  they 

find  their  labour  is  in  vain  ;  for  the  humours 

being  collected,  are   now  expelled  without  in- 

termimon,  with   great  heavinefs  in  the   head, 

lofs  of  ftrength,  and   an  increafe  of  the  flux. 

Therefore  fuch  medicines  fhould  not  be  given 

without  great  neceflity. 


He    . 
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Ue  condemns  fwect  fruits,  as  they  caufe 
Wine},  and,  from  their  humidity,  eafily  gene- 
rate acidit)  :  but   he  advifes  aftringent  fruits--. 

In  Cap.  9,  <fc  Intejlinorum  Ulcer  at  tone,  qu<% 
proprie  Dyfenteria  Cruris  Jicitur,  he  fays,  the 
ancients  called  thole  ihf enterics  in  which  nei- 
ther the  liver  nor  any  other  part  was  affected, 
but  only  the  interlines,  with  an  ulceration. 
When  the  difeafe  is  in  the  upper  inteftines,  the 
cure  muft  be  performed  by  medicines  taken  by 
the  mouth.  When  it  is  in  the  lower  inteftines, 
or  about  the  rectum,  it  muft  be  cured  by  glyf- 
ters.  Therefore  it  is  firft  neceffary  to  have  a 
proper  idea  of  the  difeafe  ; — for  he  that  knows 
a  difeafe  beft,  will  bed  know  how  to  cure  it. 

When  the  difeafe  arifes  from  an  abundance 
of  vicious  humours,  where  the  patient  feems 
relieved  by  the  (tools,  and  where  aftringents 
have  been  ufed,  and  the  purging  increafed 
afterwards,  bleeding  is  not  improper,  and 
fometimes  purging.  But  when  bleeding  is 
performed,  it  fhould  be  done  gradually,  at 
different  times,  and   in    fmall  quantities,  that 

*  Theodor.  Priscian  is  anothcrauthor  who  terms  the 
dyfentery  an  ulceration  cf  the  bcwels  with  a  rbtumatijm, 
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the  patient's  ftrength  may  not  fuffer.  The 
fame  precaution  is  neceifary  with  refpect  to 
purging. 

When  the  difeafe  is  in  the  re£tum,  with  a 
tenefmus,  he  advifes  a  moift  vegetable  diet,  in 
order  that  alaxftate  of  the  body  may  facilitate 
the  expulfion  of  the  fceces.  He  fays,  he  knew 
fome  people  that  were  abfolutely  cured  of  the 
dyfentery  by  eating  copioufly  of  plumbs,  by 
which  means  the  ftools  paffed  with  eafe  ;  and 
others  by  eating  a  large  quantity  of  grapes. 

He  fays,  warm  baths  are  ufeful  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  difeafe  ;  particularly  when 
drinking  cold  water,  and  a  cold  diet,  have 
preceded  the  difeafe  ;  or  when  there  is  a  fuf- 
picion  of  phlegm. 

But  care  muft  be  taken  that  the  matter  which 
is  fometimes  difcharged  in  the  ftools,  coming 
from  a  corrofion  in  the  bowels,  be  not  mif- 
taken  for  phlegm  and  cold  humour  ;  which  is 
often  done  by  the  ignorant. 

In  this  difeafe  he  purged  with  fcammony, 
and  aloes  ; — his  other  remedies  were  like  thofe 
of  his  predeceffors. 


In 


ON      Til   B      D  V  S  E  NTER  Y.  303 

In  Cap.  III.  Lib.  VIII.de  Imbecillitate  Jecoris 

et  Dxfcntcr'ia,  he  adviles  Rheum  Barb  art  cum  : 
which  is  the  firit  inftance  among  medical 
writers  of  the  mentioning  Rhubarb.  He 
nfed  it  as  a  ftrengthener,  and  not  as  a  purga- 
tive : — "  robur  adjicerc  et  confirmare." 


Avicenna,  Lib.  III.  Fen.  16.  TracJ.  i  &  z. 
remarks  in  this  difeafe,  that  fometimes  the  iii- 
teftines  are  perforated  by  the  ulcers,  and  that 
the  corruption  efcapes  into  the  abdomen,  and 
death  enfues.  He  lays,  it  is  aflerted  that  fome 
who  have  had  a  perforation  in  t\ie  inferior  in- 
teftines,  have  had  an  abfeefs  formed  in  the 
belly  ;  which  being  opened,  the  ftools  have 
been  discharged  there,  and  the  patient  has 
lived  ;  but  though  fuch  a  cafe  may  be  poffible, 
it  is  very  improbable  ;  and  more  fo  that  the 
patient  fhould  furvive  it,  and  continue  to  void 
his  excrements  at  the  opening  *. 

A  flux  is  often  caufed  by  acute  difeafes,  fe- 
vers, and  tertians  ;  and  is  often  acrifis  in  thefe 

*  Matt,  deGradip.us,  Part  II.  PracT:  12.  fays,  hefaw 
*  cafe  of  this  fort,  where  the  patient  voided  his  excrement  at 
the  wound,  and  lived  for  twenty  years  afterwards : — fome 
•ther  writers  have  mentioned  limilar  inftances. 

cafes  ; 
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cafes  ;  but   that  fluxes   coming  fuddenly  after 
an  acute  difeafe,  .portend  death. 

He  fays,  fleep  is  of  all  things  the  mod  bene- 
ficial to  people  with  fluxes,  and  recommends 
baths  and  frictions  with  warm  oils,  to  open  the 
pores,  to  bring  the  humours  to  the  furface  of 
the  body. 

Dry-cupping  the   belly,  he  fays,  has   often 
^removed  fluxes  and  excoriations  of  the  bowels, 
in  four  hours  ;  and  that  he    has  himfelf  ex- 
perienced it. 

His  remedies  are  taken  from  Galen  and 
the  Greek  writers,  and  are  chiefly  compofed 
of  galls,  earths,  gums,  aftringent  herbs  and 
fruits,  old  cheefe  freed  from  its  fait  and  toafted, 
album  grecum,  coagulum  of  a  kid  or  hare, 
ftomach  of  an  oftrich  dried  and  powdered, 
milk,  with  hot  (tones  or  irons  quenched  in  it, 
eggs  boiled  in  vinegar,  opium,  faffron,  pep- 
per, green  vitriol,  ginger,  chefnuts,  acorns, 
gum  arabic,  whey,  with  cataplafms,  glyfters  of 
butter  and  dragon's  blood,  &c. 

He   cautions    againft  the  ufe   of  narcotics, 
and  fays,    that  they  ihould  be   ufed  in    cata- 
plafms rather  than  in  glyfters,  and   in  glyfters 
rather  than   by  the  mouth.      He  advifes  rain- 
water, 
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water  in   preparing  the   food  ;  and   drinking 
cold  water. 

Where  there  is  a  flux  of  blood,  without  an 
excoriation,  that  is  obftinate,  he  advifes  tight 
ligatures,  and  ftrong  frictions,  to  be  applied 
to  the  hands  ;  and  the  patient  to  be  put  into 
cold  water,  in  the  fummer  time,  and  into  the 
cold  air,  in  the  winter ;  and  that  he  fhould 
drink  cold  water,  and  his  drinks,  &c.  to  be 
cooled  in  fnow. 

When  there  are  ulcers  and  excoriations  in 
the  inteftines,  the  humours  are  to  be  carefully 
evacuated  by  gentle  purgatives.  He  fays, 
Rhubarb  is  a  wonderful  remedy  in  ulcers  of  the 
inteftines  and  fluxes,  taken  in  plantain-water, 
with  a  little  old  wine. 


Fernelius  de  Morbis  Pejlilentium,  Cap.  13. 
*fays,  that  the  dyfentery  raged  over  all  Europe 
in  the  year  1538,  and  that  fcarcely  any  town- 
was  free  from  it : — without  any  known  or  ap- 
parent caufe,  from  any  particular  ftate,  or 
change,  in  the  atmofphere. 

X  J.  Hevr- 
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J.  Heurnius,  in  a  note,  de  Morb.  Intejlin. 
Lib.  VI.  Cap.  10.  Fernelii,  fays,  that  gar- 
lick,  with  fugar  and  lemon-juice,  was  found  to 
be  a  remedy,  for  people  who  had  returned  to 
Amfterdam  from  the  Eaft-Indies,  affli6ted  with 
the  dyfentery,  from  living  on  putrid  food,  in 
1597.  O.  Heurnius  mentions  the  fame  remedy 
for  dyfenteries  in  long  voyages. 


Forrestus,  Lib.  XXII.  Obf.  31.  et  feq.  de 
Dyfenteria,  fays,  a  young  man  was  feized  with 
a  dyfentery  from  eating  a  great  quantity  of 
grapes  without  bread  ;  and  was  cured  by  a 
glyfter.  Another  young  man,  in  Paris,  in 
1545,  from  drinking  freely  of  impure  new 
wine,  was  attacked  with  a  vehement  diarrhoea, 
and  the  next  day  with  a  true  dyfentery,  and 
was  cured  by  glyfters,  one  of  which  was  com- 
pofed  of  "  eight  ounces  of  cow's  milk,  in 
which  hot  ftones  had  been  often  quenched ; 
four  ounces  of  plantain-juice,  two  ounces  of 
oil  of  rofes,  and  the  yolk  of  one  egg,"  given 
cold, 


He 
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He  purged  with  rhubarb,  in  powder  and  in- 
fufion  alone  ;  fometimes  myrobalans  and  ta- 
marinds were  added.  He  gavetoafted  rhubarb 
often.  He  cured  a  man  in  1583  of  a  dyfen- 
tery,  by  a  dofe  of  toafted  rhubarb,  and  myro- 
balans, powdered,  taken  in  a  cup  of  beer.  He 
fometimes  fomented  the  abdomen.  He  con- 
demns the  ancients,  who  gave  fait  water,  and 
acrid  glyfters,  fuch  as  had  arfenic,  lime,  fan- 
darach,  &c.  in  them. 

He  condemns  the  giving  opiates,  without 
the  greateft  neceflity. 

He  fays,  dyfenteries  are  fometimes  conta- 
gious and  peftilential  ;  and  that  there  was  one 
fo  at  Delft,  in  December,  1567;  another  in 
the  winter,  1580,  in  which  he  gave  gold  filings 
pearls,  bezoar,  &c. 


Hollerius,  de  Dyfenteria,  Cap.  43.  fays, 
the  cure  confifts  in  bleeding,  purging,  lenient, 
detergent,  and  confolidating  glyfters,  potions, 
and  external  remedies.  He  prefers  rhubarb 
before  all  other  purgatives,  which  is  to  be  fre- 
quently repeated.     In  the  beginning,  he  gave 

X  2  only 
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only  an  infufion  of  four  fcruples  of  rhubarb 
(more  or  lefs),  in  fuccory,  or  fome  other  fim- 
ple  water  ;  with,  fometimes,  a  little  fyrup  of 
dried  rofes.  In  the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe,  he 
added  a  fcruple  of  the  powder  of  rhubarb  to 
the  infufion  ;  and  afterwards  he  gave  toafted 
rhubarb,  as  having  an  aftringent  quality  ;  alfo 
a  decoftion  of  maftich  (two  drams  to  a  pint  of 
water),  with  fome  wine;  or  rain-water,  in 
which  hot  gold  had  been  quenched.  The  cure 
was  finifhed  with  aftringents,  after  proper 
evacuations  to  carry  off  the  offending  matter. 
He  ufed  the  arfenical,  and  other  acrid  glyfters 
of  the  ancients  ;  but  recommends  adding 
opium  to  them.  He  fays,  promoting  fweat, 
where  the  patient  is  ftrong,  with  a  bath,  or 
fteam,  compofed  of  fudorific  things,  is  very 
ferviceable.  He  fays,  in  the  autumn  of  1557, 
he  cured  all  his  patients  with  lenient  glyfters, 
and  rhubarb  only  ;  and  did  not  lofe  one  among 
the  many  he  attended.  He  mentions  the  cafe 
of  a  monk,  in  which  black  flools  were  voided, 
and  the  patient  recovered. 


Duretus,  de  Dyfenteria  Annotate  Morb.  Int. 
HoLLERii,  difapproves  of  toafting  rhubarb. 
|f  e    advifes  a  pint  of  warm  oil  of  rofes,  or  3 

pint 
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pint  of  warm  oil  of  almonds,  with  four  ounces 
of  the  mucilage  of  quince-feed,  for  a  glyfter, 
to  alleviate  the  pains  and  inflammation  :  it  is 
to  be  retained  as  long  as  poflible.  He  difap- 
proves  of  glyfters  compofed  of  vitriol,  auripig- 
mentum,  and  cauftic  preparations.  He  fays, 
a  man  had  fome  arfenic  applied  to  a  tumor 
on  his  wrift,  by  a  furgeon,  which  caufed  hii 
head  to  be  affected,  and  he  died  in  great  mi- 
le ry  in  two  days. 


Ballonius  fays,  dyfenteries  are  either  in- 
teftinal  and  mefcnterical,  or  hepatical ;  and 
that  it  is  abfurd  to  attribute  all  dyfenteries  to 
the  inteftines.  He  fays,  the  difeafe  ought  to 
be  called  tormina  rather  than  Difficultas  Intejli- 
norum.  He  advifes  purging,  before  the  ufe  of 
aftringents,  and  when  there  is  great  heat,  and 
when  the  ftools  are  acrid  and  iharp.  He  ad- 
vifes milk  in  glyfters,  and  fays,  that  oily  and 
anodyne  glyfters  are  often  hurtful.  When 
purging  is  neceflary,  he  recommends  caffia  and 
tamarinds. 

A  flux  fuddenly  flopped  by   rhubarb,    oc- 
cafioned  a  tenfion  of  the  abdomen  ;  it  was  re- 

X  3  moved 
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moved  by  repeated  bleedings.  Diuretics  and 
diluting  are,  in  fome  cafes,  beneficial,  and,  in 
fome,  hurtful  ;  but,  he  fays,  their  ufe  has  been 
much  difputed. 


Septalius  advifes   in   the   dyfentery,    when 
purging  is  ncceflary   (as   in  grofs  habits,  and 
when  there  is  a  bitter  tafte  in  the   mouth,  and 
the  (tomach  difordered),  rhubarb,  myrobalans> 
tamarinds,  manna,  fyrup  of  rofes,    and  fuch 
mild  purges,  to  evacuate  the   fharp  humours* 
He  fays,  rhubarb  caufes  great  pain  fometimes,. 
given  alone,  in  fubftance  ;   and  that  toafting  it 
moderately,  contrary  to  the  opinion  of  others, 
increafes   its    purgative    quality.      When  the 
pains  are  great,  anodynes  by  the  mouth  and  in 
glyfters,  are  recommended  ;  but  not  too  often 
repeated.     Fat  and  undluous  glyfters   are  ad- 
viiable  when  the  bowels  are  ahraded  ;  and  ab- 
(lergent  glyfters  where  the  ulceration  is  fordid 
and  of  long  (landing.     He  forbids  drying  glyf- 
ters of  arfenic,  and  fuch  things  ;  and   where 
acrid  glyfters  of  pickle  of  olives,  or  lixivium  of 
fope,  are  given,  that   another  (hould  be  given 
immediately  alter,  compofed  of  oil  of  rofes,  or 
ptifan,  or  decofition   of  bran,    with  fyrup    of 
purflain>.  and  eggs,  to   alleviate  the  pain  and 

(heath 
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(heath  the  bowels.  In  order  that  the  glyflcrs 
may  be  retained,  he  advifcs  a  flannel  wrung 
out  of  an  aftringent  decoction,  to  be  applied 
and  preffed  to  the  anus. 


Botallus  (Opera  Omnia  Ed.  1660)  de  Cu- 
ratione  per" Sanguinis  Miffionem,  difregards  the 
opinion  of  Galen,  where  he  fays  bleeding 
ihould  not  be  performed  on  people  "  under 
the  age  of  fourteen  years,  and  pad  fixty  ;"  and 
contends  for  the  utility  of  bleeding  in  the  dy- 
fentery,  lientery,  and  diarrhoea.  He  gives 
fome  examples  where  the  dyfentery  was  cured 
by  copious  and  repeated  bleeding  only-;  and 
others,  where  bleeding,  and  purges  of  infufion 
of  fenna  and  fyrup  of  rofes,  completed  the 
cure  *.  He  fays,  his  brother,  then  feventy 
years  of  age,  had  laboured  under  a  palfy,  and 
fpafmodic  complaint,  from  his  youth ;  and 
that  during  all  that  period  there  had  fcarcely 
ever  pafTed  a  month,  in  which  he  had  not  been 
blooded  once,  twice,  or  even  three  times  ;  and 
feldom  in  a  lefs  quantity  than  ten  ounces,  and 
often  more  than  a  pint  -j*. 


*  Cap.  3.  p.  136.  et  feq. 
fCap.  8.  p,  184, 
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Botallus  was  a  great  patron  of  blood-let- 
ting, and  the  firft  who  introduced  the  frequent 
practice  of  it  among  the  French,  about  the 
year  1580.  He  ufed  it  in  peftilential  fevers, 
accompanied  with  exanthemata,  and  even  after 
the  appearance  of  fwellings,  "  et  aliis  hujuf- 
modi  abfceffibus  praemature  prorumpentibus*". 
We  find  Sydenham  quoting  his  authority  in 
defence  of  his  own,  where  he  recommends  co- 
pious and  repeated  bleeding  in  the  plague. 
Botallus  bled  in  almoft  every  difeafe,  and  in- 
genioufly  defended  his  practice.  He  approves 
of  the  fentence  of  Galen,  "  fepe  fpafmum,  hy- 
dropemque  fanguinis  evacuatione  ium  medi- 
catus  ;"  and  recommends  it  alfo  as  preventive 
often  againft  dropfies  "f\ 


Platerus  de  Dejeciione,  Cap.  n.  recom* 
mends  rhubarb  as  a  purge  before  all  others. 
He  fays,  when  rhubarb  is  toafted,  it  leffens  its 
purgative  quality  ;  and  if  it  be  toafted  too  much, 
it  deftroys  all  its  virtues.  At  firft  it  fhould  be 
given  in  powder,  from  half  a  dram  to  four  or 


*CaP.  5.  p.  151. 
i  Cap.  15.  p.  209* 


five 
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five  fcruples  ;  or  in  infufion  ;  if  afterwards  it 
is  required  to  be  more  aftringent,  it  may  be 
toafted  a  little.  Bleeding  is  forbidden  ;  and  he 
admits  of  vomits  only  when  the  caufe  of  the 
difeafe  is  in  the  itomach  ;  fudorifics,  and  diure- 
tics, if  the  ftrength  will  permit,  and  if  nature 
incline  to  favour  the  operation  of  thofe  medi- 
cines. 

The  patient  is  to  avoid  acrid,  faline,  and 
particularly  acid  things  ;  he  is  to  be  cupped  on 
the  abdomen ;  and  to  have  his  legs  waihed 
with  a  warm,  decoction  of  the  ruft  of  iron, 
fteel-filings,  and  {harp  vinegar  ;  and  the  va- 
pour of  it  alio  to  be  applied  to  the  anus.  He 
has  added  to  the  farrago  of  the  ancients,  hu- 
man bones,  chalybeated  water,  earth-w^orms, 
medicated  wine  with  iron  or  gold  fteeped  or 
boiled  in  it ;  allies  of  a  burnt  hare  ;  a  quince, 
or  pear,  excavated  and  filled  with  wax,  and 
roafted,  &c.  He  fays  the  haemorrhoides  co- 
ming on  moderately,  relieves  in  this  difeafe  by 
derivation. 


G.  Fabricius  Hildanus,  de  Dyfenteria,  fays, 
among  the  external  caufes  of  dyfenteries,  a 
.corrupt  air  is  the  moft  dangerous.     That  the 

dvfentery 
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dyfentery  which  raged  at  Berne,  from  1601  to 
nearly  the  end  of  1603,  had  this  univerfal 
caufe  ;  and  that  there  is  no  caufe  more  imiver- 
fal, of  health  and  ficknefs,  than  good  or  bad 
air.  That  the  air  had  been,  before  this  dyfen- 
tery raged,  loaded  with  vapours  and  exhala- 
tions, preceded  by  two  earthquakes. 

In  1592,  during  the  dog-days,  at  a  meeting 
of  the  great  fenate  of  Berne,  their  wine  was 
put  into  copper  veflels,  and  fufpended  in  a  cold 
well,  in  order  to  cool  it.  In  a  few  days  after 
they  had  drank  it,  the  legates  thernfelves,  and 
almoft  all  the  people  who  accompanied 
them,  were  attacked  one  after  another,  in  the 
fame  manner,  with  a  vehement  pain  in  the 
belly,  fever,  and  dyfentery  ;  of  which  many 
died.  One  of  them,  whofe  name  was  Willa- 
dmgy  and  who  efcaped  with  great  danger, 
whenever  he  drank  his  wine  cooled  afterwards 
in  hot  weather,  was  always  attacked  with  pain 
and  fevere  gripings,  and  fometimes  with  a  di- 
arrhoea. So  fagacious  is  nature,  fays  Hilda- 
nus,  that  {he  always  abhors  whatever  has  been 
injurious  to  her.  He  fays,  that  he  himfelf 
having  been  hurt  by  eating  fome  poifonous 
mufhroomsin  his  youth,  could  never  ufe  thofe 
that  were  good  afterwards,  without  naufea, 
eructations,  and  pains  in  the  ftomach. 

He 
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lie  fays,  he  had  a  fevere  dyfentcry  himfelf,. 
in  May  1605,  caufed,  by  eating  with  a  fallad, 
fome  vinegar  that  had  been  kept  in  a  veflel 
lined  with  lead. 

After  the  patient  has  been  purged,  vomits  are 
ftrongly  recommended,  compofed  of  Rain-wa- 
ter two  pints,  Honey  three  ounces,  boiled  and 
defpumated  until  one-third  is  confumed  :  of 
this  hydromel  the  patient  is  to  take  a  cupful 
warm,  with  two  ounces  of  oil  oj  Olives,  or  of 
frejh  Butter  :  and  an  hour  and  half  afterwards, 
to  provoke  a  vomiting,  by  introducing  a  fea- 
ther, or  the  fingers,  anointed  with  oil  or  butter, 
into  the  throat.  If  a  ftronger  vomit  be  necef- 
fary,  Radijh-root,  beat  up  with  the  hydromel 
and  ftrained,  may  be  given.  Half  an  ounce^ 
or  Ids-,  according  to  the  age  of  the  patient,  of 
Radijh-feed  powdered,  with  the  hydromel  and 
oil,  or  butter,  is  an  excellent  vomit.  Some 
give  a  dram  of  Afar  abaca-root  as  a  vomit. 

*  He  advifes  bleeding,  in  fmall  quantities  ;  or 
ligatures  to  the  arms  and  legs  ;  or  cupping,  to 
derive  and  turn  the  humours  from  the  intef- 
tines  ;— alfo  covering  the  patient  in  bed  to 
caufe  a  fweat,   but  not  in  the  beginning  of  the 

'  DO,-, 

difeafe  ;  there    diuretics   are  to  be  ufed.     His 

purge 
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purge  was  rhubarb,  myrobalans,  and  micho- 
acan.  He  commends  nutmeg  highly.  He 
fays  fat  broths,  or  butter,  or  oil  of  olives,  or 
oil  of  almonds,  is  proper  to  be  taken  to  alle- 
viate the  pains:  particularly  oil  of  unripe  olives, 
to  the  quantity  of  three  of  four  ounces,  in 
fome  freih  meat  broth,  is  to  be  given.  He 
fays,  Cap.  7.  that  freih  butter  mitigated  the 
pains,  and  defends  the  inteftines. 

He  mentions  a  cafe  where  the  patient  voided 
pieces  of  the  fubftance  of  the  inteftines  ;  and 
alfo  fuch  worms  as  are  found  in  rotten  fieih, 
which  came  from  him  involuntarily  ;  but  he 
recovered.     Cent.  3.   Obf.  47. 

He  cautions  thofe  in  health  not  to  go  near 
the  places  where  dyfenterical  excrements  are, 
for  fear  of  infection  ;  that  the  fick  fhould  have 
places  by  themfelves,  and"  that  fome  quick- 
lime, or  afhes,  fhould  be  thrown  in  fuch 
places ;  for  thofe  excrements,  he  fays,  pro- 
duce a  peftiferous  exhalation,  which  immedi- 
ately afire£ts  the  bowels  of  thofe  in  health,  by 
fome  occult  quality,  which  he  had  often  ob- 
ferved,  and  that  nobody  ought  to  be  furprifed 
at  ;  as  thofe  who  look  on  people  with  ophthal- 
mias are  immediately  infe£ted  ;  and  the  fheets 
iij  which  people  with  the  itch  have  flept  infect 

others  \ 
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others ;  and  an  ulcer  in  the  genital  parts,  firft 
affects  thole  parts  by  contact ;  for  that  particu- 
lar parts  of  the  body  have  a  certain  fympathy, 
and  affinity,  by  which  means  a  difcafe  readily 
pafTes  from  one  to  another. 


Zacutus  Lusitanus,  Praxis  Hifloriarum, 
Lib.  ult.  No.  6,  advifes,  to  divert  the  caufe  of 
the  difeafe,  frictions  to  the  arms  with  dry  cup- 
ping, and  cupping  with  fcarifications  to  the 
loins  ;  and  diuretics  to  caufe  a  derivation  by 
urine.  He  gives  a  form  of  pills  compofed  of 
toafted  rhubarb  and  aftringents,  which,  he 
fays,  have  faved  many  from  the  jaws  of  death. 
He  contends  for  the  ufe  of  arfenic  in  glyfters, 
after  Rhazes  and  Avicenna,  where  the  di- 
feafe is  inveterate.  T>e  Dyfenteria,  Hiji.  86. 
PqraphraJtSf 


Sennertus,  de  Dyfenteria,  Lib.  III.  Part.  2. 
Se£l.  1.  Cap.  7.  fays,  the  dyfentery  may  be 
caufed  by  acrid  fecretions  ;  yellow  bile ;  by 
black  bile,  which  is  mortal ;  by  fharp  phlegm  ; 
fry  malignant,  and  fuch  humours  as  have  a  pe- 
culiar 
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culiar  and  fecret  quality,  by  which  they  affe£t 
and  ulcerate  the  bowels.  It  may  alfo  be  caufed 
by  eating  autumnal  fruits,  particularly  if  they 
are  unripe  ;  by  change  of  diet,  and  by  food 
that  is  foon  converted  into  fharp  and  corrofive 
humours ;  by  grapes,  mult,  coloquintida,  an- 
timony,  vinegar,  and  water  kept  in  lead  vef- 
fels  ;  by  occult  qualities  in  the  atmofphere  ; 
and  by  that  influence  of  the  ftars,  and  the  con- 
ftitution  of  the  air,  which  generate  in  our  bo- 
dies, or  communicate  fome  difpofition  to  that 
end. 

That  the  dyfentery  is  contagious  ;  for,  in 
that  of  the  fpring  of  1624,  which  raged  fo  vi- 
olently after  a  long  feries  of  heat,  and  uncom- 
monly dry  weather,  one  perfon  was  infefted  by 
another,  and  whole  families  were  cut  off  by  it. 
That  the  contagion  of  this  difeafe  is  commu- 
nicated by  the  excrement ;  which,  as  in  all  other 
contagious  difeafes,  being  the  excretion  pe- 
culiar to  the  difeafe,  is  infectious.  As  in  an 
opthalmia  the  difcharge  and  effluvia  of  the  di- 
feafed  eyes  will  infeft  people  who  look  at  them  ; 
and  in  a  confumption,  the  contagion  of  the 
breath  from  the  difeafed  lungs,  is  infec- 
tious. But  in  the  dyfentery,  where  the  mafs 
of  blood  is  contaminated,  and  fevers  are  united 
with  it,  then  not   only   the   excrement  of  the 

fick 


_ 


ON      THE      D  Y  S  E  N  T  E  R  Y.  3  I  9 

lick  communicates  the  difeafc,  but  their  breath 
alio,  and  the  exhalations  from  their  bodies. 
And  that  the  dyfenterical  miafma,  in  what- 
ever mode  and  manner  taken  into  the  body, 
whether  by  the  fcent  of  the  foeces,  or  by  the 
lungs,  oefophagus,  or  anus,  creates  a  fermen- 
tation in  the  humours,  and  excites  the  bowels 
according  to  its  own  nature  ;  conformably  to 
the  peculiar  effence  of  all  contagions  and 
poifons. 

He  mentions  the  various  opinions  concern- 
ing rhubarb,  and  fays,  it  is  a  moft  ufeful  and 
excellent  medicine  in  the  djfentery.  It  fhould 
fometimes  be  given  in  fubftance,  and  fome- 
times  in  infufion,  or  decodtion,  or  in  extract  ; 
for  that  rhubarb  has  two  properties  ;  a  fubtle 
property,  by  which  it  purges  ;  and  a  grofs 
property,  by  which  it  becomes  an  aftringent. 
In  a  watery  infufion,  decoction,  or  extract,  its 
purging  quality  prevails  ;  but  in  fubftance,  it 
is  more  aftringent.  Therefore  the  infufion, 
decoction,  or  extract,  fhould  be  given  in  the 
beginning  of  the  difcafe,  when  purging  is  in- 
tended, and  the  fubftance,  when  it  is  intended 
to  act  as  an  aftringent.  When  its  aftringency 
is  to  be  increafed,  toafting  it  wrill  anfwer  the 
end,  by  diminiihing  its  purgative  quality. 

Riverius, 
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Riverius,  Cent.  2.  Obf.  84.  cured  his  wife 
of  a  dyfentery  with  opium  only  ;  and  a  purge, 
after  the  flux  had  ceafed,  of  infufion  of  rhubarb 
and  myrobalans,  with  the  addition  of  fome  of 
the  powder  of  rhubarb,  and  fyrup  of  rofes. 
Cent.  3.  Obf.  4.  He  gave  his  fon  fal  prunella 
in  a  dyfentejy.  Cent.  3.  Obf.  9.  He  cured  a 
patient  by  giving  him  a  dram  of  fait  of  vitriol 
diffolved  in  water,  which  vomited  him,  and 
made  a  revulfion  of  the  humours  from  the  in- 
teftines.  Cent.  4.  Obf.  79.  He  gave  twelve 
grains  of  horizontal  gold  ;  it  purged  gently, 
and  cured  the  patient ;  he  repeated  it  twice 
afterwardss  every  third  day.  His  general  re- 
medy was  opium  only  ;  with  purges  of  infufion 
of  rhubarb,  with  fome  of  the  powder,  and 
fyrup  of  rofes,  at  intervals. 


Bontius,  de  Dyfenteria,  Cap.  3.  Lib.  II.  & 
III.  Obf.  4.  Hiji.  Nat.  et  Med.  fays,  the  dyfen- 
tery caufes  greater  devaftation  in  the  Indies, 
than  any  other  malady  whatever.  He  fays,  it 
is  partly  caufed  by  the  hot  and  moift  air  ;  and 

as 
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;us  a  proof  of  the  moiiture  of  the  air  at  j 
and  of  the  error  that  generally  prevails  among 
people,  who  fuppofe,  from  the  proximity  to 
the  equator,  it  mult  be  hot  and  dry,  he  fays, 
that  fteel,  iron,  and  brafs,  fooner  contract  ruft 
and  verdigreafe,  in  the  dried  feafon,  when  not 
a  drop  of  rain  falls  there,  than  in  the  w^etteft 
autumn  in  Europe.  It  may  alfg  be  caufed  by 
drinking  too  great  a  quantity  of  arrack  ;  by 
eating  too  much  fruit,  as  water-melons,  cu- 
cumbers, jack-fruit,  pine-apples,  bananas,  fee, 
without  rice,  bread,  and  fait ;  as  in  France  and 
Spain,  people  who  eat  too  many  grapes,  with- 
out bread,  are  immediately  feized  with  a  diar- 
rhoea, or  dyfentery. 

»He  afferts,  that  difeafes  in  the  Eaft-Indies 
may  be  epidemical  and  peftilential  ;  and  urges 
as  a  pofitive  proof  of  it,  that  the  dyfentery 
that  raged  at  Batavia  in  i628,wTas  contagious, 
when  that  town  was  befieged  by  the  people  of 
the  ifland.  He  fays,  at  that  time  the  dead 
bodies  being  thrown  into  the  river,  corrupted 
the  waters  ;  and  the  air  was  likewife  tainted  by 
putrifted  carcafes  of  men  and  beafts,  that  died 
of  famine  and  wounds,  which  lay  unburied 
in  the  fields.  Befides,  the  water  was  vitiated 
by  fome  thoufands  of  bafkets  of  ferpentaria  root, 
which  the  Indians  fteeped  in  the  river,  in  order 

Y  to 
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to  dived  it  of  its  poifonous  quality,  and  that 
glutinous  fubftance,  which,  if  we  put  the  water 
wherein  the  root  has  been  infufed,  into  a  glafs 
for  a  few  hours,  we  may  obfervefall  to  the  bot- 
tom, like  the  white  of  an  egg.  They  ate  the 
root  toafted  inftead  of  rice,  of  which  there  was 
a  fcarcity  in  the  camp.  This  will  not  appear 
ftrange  to  thofe  who  know  that,  in  the  Weft- 
Indies,  the  root  Cafava  *  is  ufed  inftead  of 
bread,  although  the  exprefTed  juice  of  the  root 
is  immediate  poifon.  To  this  noxious  diet, 
may  be  added  the  drinking  brackilh  water,  as 
the  winds  blowing  from  the  fea  at  ftated  pe- 
riods, forced  the  fea-water  into  the  river,  and 
made  it  fait.  Moreover,  the  river  fwarmed 
with  worms,  that  were  generated  in  the  bodies 
of  the  dead  ;  the  feafon  being  the  hotteft;  and 
mod  rainy  in  the  whole  year,  from  September 
to  February,  when  the  weather  is  conftantly 
wet,  and  the  fun  vertical. 

As   to  the   cure,  he  fays,  the  common  re- 
medy was  an  infufion  of  rhubarb  in  a  deception 
of  tamarinds,  to  evacuate  and  attemperate  the 
acrid  fluids,  as  it   is  faid  ; — but,  he  fays,  this 
remedy  was  not  only  hurtful,  but  fometimes 

*  This  is  the  Mandihoca  of  Piso,  and  is  defcribed  in  the  next 
article. 

deftru£live, 
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destructive,  as  it  caufed  much  irritation  and 
1  l.  when  the  acrid  une  was  extremely  abun- 
chi  l  ,  a::J  that  the  great  weaknefs  in  a  dy- 
ientery  rather  recpires  reftoratives  than  pur- 
ging ;  therefore,  what  he  found  by  experience 
to  be  the  molt  fuccefsful  practice,  was  a  com- 
mon drink  made  of  a  decoction  of  rice,  with 
endive  and  fuccory  :  adding  likewife  the  harts- 
tongue,  or  phyllitis,  which  grows  plentifully 
there,  about  the  rivers. 

But  if  the  pain  fhould  not  admit  of  fo  flow 
a  regimen,  recourfe  muft  be  had  to  the  extract 
of  faffron  ;  which  he  affirms  to  be  a  medicine 
equal  in  efficacy  in  the  flux,  to  any  that  has 
ever  been  difcovered  ;  and  that  it  is  a  moil 
perfect  antidote  againfl  this  difeafe,  even  when 
of  a  malignant  kind. 

The  fruits  of  the  country  are  recommended  ; 
fuch  as  mangoes,  which  are  ufeful  from  their 
acidity  and  aftringency  ;  alfo  fyrup  of  the  juice 
of  frefh  pomegranates  ;  and  the  flowers  of  them 
preferved,  to  Strengthen  the  bowels. 


Piso,  de  Dyfenteria,   Lib.  II.  Cap.    12.  Hift. 
Nat.  et  Med.  fays,  at  the  Brazils  the  dyfenteiy 

Y  2  arifes 
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arifes  from  perfpiration  being  flopped  by  the 
cold  night-winds  ;  and  from  the  immoderate 
ufe  of  fruit,  and  unwholefome  drinks,  aflifted 
by  the  heat  and  moifture  of  the  air  ;  but  that 
it  never  appears  like  an  epidemical,  nor  con- 
tagious difeafe.  As  to  the  cure,  he  fays,  rhu- 
barb, and  the  mildeft  laxatives  are  fometimes 
too  irritating,  and  that  the  beft  medicine  to 
procure  evacuations  with,  is  Ipecacuanha ;  of 
which,  and  its  ufe,  he  fpeaks  in  the  following 
manner : 

*7  Dehinc  ad  radicem  ipecacuanhas  tanquam 
ad  facram  anchoram  confugiendum,  qua  nul- 
lum praeftantius  aut  tutius,  cum  in  hoc,  turn 
in  plerifque  aliis,  cum,  vel  fine  fanguine,  flux- 
ibus  compefcendis,  natura  excogitavit  remedi- 
um.  Quippe  praterquani  quod  tuto  et  effica- 
citer  tenaciffimos  quofque  humores  per  ipfam 
alvum,  faepiffime  autem  per  vomitum  ejiciat, 
et  a  parte  affecla  derivet,  vim  quoque  aftri£ti- 
vam  poft  fe  relinquit.  Illud  vero  hoc  modo 
perficitur  :  drachmae  duas  radicis  ipecacuanha? 
in  Jiv.  liquoris  appropriati  coftas,  vel  per 
noctem  maceratas,  cujus  infufum  cum  vel  fine 
oxymellis  gi  exhibetur.  Pofhridie  femel  atque 
iterum  pro  re  nata,  fecunda  imo  tertia  ejus  de- 
coftio  repetenda ;  tarn  quod  aegri  debiliores 
cam  facilius  ferant,  quam  quod  aftri&ioria  ejus 

vis 
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vis   tunc   magis   cflicax  appareat."      Lib.   II. 
Cap.  9. 

lie  ftrongly  recommends  gruel  made  of  Tipi- 
oca  *  ;  and  alio  cmulfions  of  it,  both  by  way 
of  drink  and  glyfters.  To  take  three  or  four 
drops  of  balfam  capivi  in  the  yolk  of  an  egg  ; 
and  the  fame  quantity  in  the  white  of  an  egg, 
to  be  applied  to  the  anus,  externally,  on  fome 
cotton,  or  to  be  ufed  in  a  glyfter.  Unripe 
Bananas ,  half  roafted,  may  be  taken  as  an 
aftringent  food,  or  the  fruit  cut  fmall,  and 
dried  in  the  fun,  and  made  into  a  mafs,  ad- 
ding a  little  vinegar,  which  boiled,  is  to  be 
ufed  inftead  of  bread.  Conferve,  and  rob  of 
pomegranates,  and  other  aftringent  and  cool- 
ing fimples  of  the  country  ;  as  the  Araca  Gua- 
jaba,  Mureci,  Murucujd,  Inipdpa,  Acaju. 

*  This  is  prepared  from  the  root  of  the  Mandihoca  of Piso, 
which  is  the  Magnoc,  or  Maniboc  of  the  French,  and  the 
Cc.Jfava  or  CaJJada  of  our  Weft-Indies.  This  preparation  of 
the  CafTada  root  is  called  Tapioca,  in  England.  Cajfada  is 
the  lat'opha  foliis  palmatis,  lobis  lanceoiatis  integerrimis 
bevibus,  Linn^i,  Spec.  Plant,  p.  1429.  Ed.  1763.  Iatropka 
foliis  palmatis  penrada&ylibus,  radice  conico-oblonga  carne 
fubla&ea,  Browne,  p.  349.  litcinus  minor,  viticis  obtufo 
folio,  caule  vcrrucofo,  iiore  pentapetalo  albido,  Sloan e, 
Cat.  .Plant,  p.  41, 

Y  3  F.  Dele- 
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F.  Deleboe  Sylvius,  Praxeos  Medicte  Ap^ 
pendix,  'Tratl.  10.  Sett.  24.6.  &  feq.  fays,  in  q, 
dyfentery  the  inteftines  are  corroded,  and  ul- 
cerated from  an  acid  humour  ;  and  therefore 
thofe  err,  toto  ccelo^  who  attribute  the  caufe  of 
a  dyfentery  to  bile  alone,  in  whatever  manner 
corrupted,  and  rendered  acrid  :  for  after  the 
lixivial  fait  of  the  bile  is  rendered  acrid,  it  ex- 
cites a  gangrene,  as  well  in  the  bowels  as  elfe- 
where,  but  never  all  ulcer.  It  is  therefore  an 
ulcer  of  an  acid,  not  of  a  lixivial  effect.  And 
unlefs  an  acid,  and  alio  a&  acrid  humour,  arc 
joined  to  the  bile,  a  dyfentery  is  never  pro- 
duced, which  is  only  caufed  by  a  humour 
ftrongly  acid,  and  fharp,  being  brought  there. 

The  dyfentery  of  1669,  at  Leyden,  was  ow- 
ing to  aeruginous  bile,  corrupted  by  an  acid 
acrimony. 

The  principal  medicines  are  toafted  rhubarb, 
diafcordium,  theriaca,  abforbeiits,  &c. 

He  fays,  if  a  tenefmus  remains  in  ano,  bal- 
fam  of  fulphur  prepared  with  oil  of  turpentine, 

amber. 
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amber,  or  anniieed,  applied  to  the  part  by  it- 
fclf,  or  mixed  with  other  things,  is  an  excellent 
remedy. 


Willis,.  Pharmac.  Rational.  Part.  i.  Sect.  3. 
Cap.  3.  fays,  although  the  word  dyfentery,  in 
the  common  acceptation  of  it,  fignifies  a  bloody 
flux  of  the  belly,  as  a  diarrhoea  doth  that  of  the 
humours;  yet  he  applies  that  name  to  the  dif- 
eafe,  even  where  it  is  not  at  all  bloody.  He 
fays  he  has  often  and  long  fince  obferved,  that 
there  are  two  different  fpecies  of  flux,  which 
almoft  every  year  appear  in  London  about 
autumn,  and  called,  in  our  language,  the  gri- 
ping of  the  guts ;  in  one  of  which  the  ftools  are 
watery,  and  as  it  were  clear,  with  a  fudden  de- 
cay of  ftrength  ;  in  the  other  they  are  bloody, 
but  the  ftrength  remains  tolerable.  But  while 
thefe  fluxes  prevail,  the  ftools  are  rarely  bilious 
or  mucous. 

He  fays,  about  the  autumnal  equinox  of  the 
year  1670,  which  had  been  preceded  by  an 
exceedingly  hot  and  dry  fummer,  many  peo- 
ple were  feized  with  a  very  fevere  and  danger- 
ous Dyfentcria  incrucnta.  The  difeafe  came  on 
fuddenly,  and  often  without  any  manifeft  caufe, 

Y  4  and 
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and  reduced  the  patients  by  violent  vomitings, 
frequent  ftools,  and  thofe  watery  ones,  in  a 
little  time  to  great  weaknefs,  horrid  faintings, 
and  proftration  of  Strength.  Many  who  were 
well  on  the  preceding  day,  were  within  twelve 
hours  fo  reduced,  by  the  tyranny  of  the  difeafe, 
that  they  feemed  ready  to  expire,  with  their 
pulfe  weak  and  llender,  a  cold  fweat,  and 
lliort,  laborious  refpiration  :  and  many  who 
had  not  proper  remedies  and  affiftance,  died 
fuddenly  of  it.  This  difeafe  raged  for  a  month, 
began  to  decrcafe  about  the  middle  of  0£tober, 
and  before  the  firft  day  of  November  almoft 
intirely  disappeared. 

In  the  cure  of  this  dyfentery,  he  fays,  no 
evacuation  did  good  :  nay  bleeding,  purging, 
or  vomiting,  always  did  hurt.  Only  cordials, 
and  thofe  of  the  hotteft  nature,  and  fuch  as 
abounded  with  fpirit,  and  fulphur,  or  a  vola- 
tile fait,  proved  ufeful  ;  infomuch  that  brandy 
burnt  a  little  with  fugar,  was  a  popular,  and 
as  it  were  an  epidemical  remedy  :  though  in 
the  bloody  dyfentery,  being  indifcriminately 
ufed,  it  was  often  found  to  be  injurious.  Hot 
waters  and  fpirits,  treacle  and  mithridate,  wTere 
the  only  kind  of  cordials  found  to  be  ufeful. 


He 
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He  fays,  this  dyfcntery  was  not  contagious 
and  though    it  raged  lb  feverely  in  London,  it 
did  not  extend  more  than  three  miles  diftance 
from  that  city. 

He  fays,  the  autumn  of  1670  was  fueceeded 
by  the  coldeft  winter  and  hotteft  fummer  ever 
known,  and  that  in  the  following  autumn, 
1 67 1,  there  raged  an  epidemical  fever,  of  the 
intermittent  type,  almoft  all  over  England. 
At  the  fame  time  there  was  a  fevere  bloody 
flux,  Dyfenteria  cruenta,  that  raged  in  London, 
by  which  many  were  carried  off  fuddenly. 

From  the  firft  attack  of  this  difeafe,  the  pa- 
tient generally  had  a  pain  in  the  belly,  and 
gripings,  voiding  abundance  of  blood,  and 
often,  with  continual  watchings,  fever,  and 
intolerable  thirft,  yet  the  fhrength  was  not 
much  impaired  ;  and  though  the  patient  had 
fometimes  almoft  twenty  ftools  a  day  for  a 
week,  he  was  able  to  rife  from  his  bed.  Some 
voided  caruncles,  and  pieces  of  the  villous  tu- 
nic of  the  intcftines. 

The  bloody  ftools  appeared  terrible,  yet  the 
difeafe  continued  for  weeks,  and  fometimes 
blood  was  voided  in  great  quantities  every  day 

for 
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for  months,  and  at  lafl,  when  the  difeafe  was 
in  its  worfl  flate,  the  fymptoms  that  preceded 
death,  were  watchfulnefs,  roughnefs  of  the 
tongue  and  mouth,  with  thirft  ;  and  fometimes 
mortal  Apihce  appeared.  Where  the  flux  had 
been  fuddenly  flopped,  thefe  fymptoms  fooner 
appeared,  and  denoted  great  danger. 

Though  this  difeafe  was  epidemic,  it  was 
not  equally  malignant  with  all  ;  in  fome  it  was 
milder,  in  others  it  appeared  more  violent. 

The  method  of  cure  in  the  dyfentery,  Wil- 
lis fays,  is  firfl  to  flop  the  flux  gradually,  or 
to  moderate  it.  But  that  the  indications  are 
not  to  be  proceeded  on  feverally,  and  fuccef* 
fively,  but  to  be  taken  all  together,  and  fet 
upon  at  once.  Therefore  the  remedies  fhould 
confiil  of  alexipharmics,  flyptics,  diaphore- 
tics, and  opiates.  His  chief  medicines  were 
Venice  treacle,  frequent  dofes  of  laudanum, 
purges  of  jnfufion  of  rhubarb  and  miroba- 
lans,  &e. 

He  fays  the  dyfentery  that  commonly  appears 
in  London,  is  not  ufually  malignant ;  and 
although  the  flools  are  violent  and  bloody,  and 
the  difeafe  generally  of  lojig  duration,  yet  it 
is   not   very   contagious,    nor    often    mortal. 

Sometimes 
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Sometimes  indeed  it  is  virulent,  and,  as  it 
were  peftilential,  deltroys  many,  and  fpreads 
its  miaima  widely,  by  contagion. 


Sydenham,  de  Dyfentcria  partis  anni  1669, 
atque  integrum  1670,  71,  &  72,  fays,  the  dy- 
fentery  generally  comes  as  the  prefent  one  did, 
in  the  beginning  of  autumn,  and  goes  off  for 
a  time  upon  the  approach  of  winter  ;  but  \rhen 
a  feries  of  years  are  too  much  difpofed  to  pro- 
duce it  epidemically,  it  may  feize  a  few  at  any 
other  time,  and  many  at  the  beginning  of  the 
fpring,  or  perhaps  earlier,  if  warm  weather 
immediately  fucceed  a  fevere  froft,  terminated 
by  a  fudden  thaw. 

In  defcribing  the  difeafe,  he  mentions  Apt  ha 
in  the  mouth  as  a  mortal  fymptom.  He  fays, 
when  the  difeafe  proves  lading,  the  inteftines 
at  length  feem  to  be  afFe&ed  fucceffively  down- 
wards, until  it  is  driven  to  the  rectum,  and 
ends  in  a  Tenefmus. 

After  having  attentively  confidered  the  va- 
rious fymptoms  attending  a  dyfentery,  he  fays, 
he  discovered  it  to  be  "  a  Fever  of  its  own  kindy 

x  turned 
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turned  inwards  upon  the  Intejlines  ;"  by  which 
means  the  hot  and  iharp  humours  in  the  bloody 
are  there  depofited  by  the  meferaic  arteries, 
and  the  mouths  of  thofe  veffels  are  forced  open 
by  the  impulfe  of  the  blood,  and  the  flux  of 
the  humours. 

He  fays,  the  curative  indications  are,  to 
make  an  immediate  revulfion  of  the  fharp  hu- 
mours by  bleeding  ;  and  afterwards  to  cool  the 
remainder,  and  evacuate  them  by  purgatives. 
He  fays,  it  is  poffible  that  there  may  be  as  many 
fpecies  of  dyfentery,  as  there  are  of  fmall-pox  ; 
and  confeffes  he  does  not  know  what  fimilitude 
there  was  between  the  dyfentery  he  treats  of, 
and  the  endemical  dyfentery  of  Ireland. 

He  began  by  bleeding,  gave  an  opiate  the 
fame  evening,  and  the  next  morning  his  ufual 
purging  potion. 

B£  tamarinds,  half  an  ounce  ';  leaves  of  Sena, 
two  drams  ;  Rhubarb,  one  dram  and  a  half :  boil 
them  together  in  a  Jufficient  quantity  of  Water  to 
leave  three  ounces  of  f  rained  liquor,  in  which 
dijjolve  Manna,  an  ounce,  and  add  fyrup  ofRofes, 
mh  ounce,  for  a  pur g'mg.  potion. 


He 
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lie  gave  an  opiate  early  in  the  afternoon  on 
the  day  of  the  purge.  He  repeated  the  purge 
twice,  or  more,  every  other  day,  with  the 
opiate,  on  the  intermediate  days  ;  the  opkite 
he  ufed  was  fixteeii  or  eighteen  drops  of  his 
own  Liquid  Laudanum  *3  in  fome  cordial  water. 
After  bleeding,  and  the  firft  purge,  he  gave 
fome  mild  cordial  pccafionally  throughout  the 
difeafe  ;  but  chiefly  in  aged  and  phlegmatic 
perfons.  The  common  drink  was,  Milk  boiled 
with  thrice  its  quantity  of  Water  ;  or  the  White 
DecocJion  made  of  burnt  Hart/horn,  and  the  crumb 
of  Bread,  of  each  two  ounces  ;  boiled in  three  pints 
of  Water  to  two,  and  afterwards fweetened  with 
a  J  efficient  quantity  of  fine  Sugar  ;  and  fometimes 
poffet-drink  ;  or,  when  the  lofs  of  fpirits  re- 
quired it,  he  gave  for  common  drink,  cold,  a 
liquor  made  by  boiling  half  a  pint  of  Canary  and 
a  quart  of fpring  Water  together.  The  diet  was 
fometimes  panada,  and  fometimes  broth  made 
of  lean  mutton.  Aged  people  he  kept  more  in 
bed,  and  allowed  them  a  freer  ufe  of  anycor- 

*  Lawlanum     Liq'ndum    SYDENHAM  I.        R     Villi    Hlfpanici 

fbt  Dpi]  ^  Croci  ^i  Ptthr.  Cinnaraomiet  Caryophillorum  uS 
51  iiifundantur  fimul  in  B.  M.  per  duos  vel  tresdies,  donee 
liquor  dsbitam    confrftentiam    adquirat.—  Colatum    fcrvetai 

pro  uiu. 
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dial  water  ti.ey   had  been   ufed  to,    than  was 
proper  for  children  or  young  people. 

This  method  exceeded  all  thofe  he  had 
hitherto  experienced  in  conquering  the  difeafe, 
which  generally  yielded   to    the  third    purge. 

But  if-  it  proved  fo  obftinate  as  not  to  give 
way  to  this  treatment,  he  gave  the  .former 
opiate  every  morning  and  evening,  until  it 
Went  quite  off ;  or  increafed  the  dofe  to  twen- 
ty-five drops  every  eight  hours,  if  the  former 
dofe  proved  too  weak  to  ftop  the  flux.  He 
alfo  ordered  a  glyfter  made  of  half  a  pint  of  Milk, 
and  an  ounce  and  an  half  of  Venice  treacle,  to  be 
injefted  every  day  ;  he  fays,  this  glyfter  is  an 
admirable  remedv  in  all  kinds  of  loofeneiTes. 

When   the   flux   only  amounted  to  a  fimple 
loofenefs,  he  omitted  bleeding,  and  gave  a. dofe 
oi  Rhubarb,  every  morning,  made  into  a  bo- 
lus with  Diafcordium,  and  two  drops  of  oil  of 
Cinnamon,  with  an  opiate  in  the  evening. 

In  the  firft  feafon  of  the  dyfentery,  when  the 
difeafe  was  more  fubtle  and  fpirituous,  if  the 
patient  were  young  and  feverifh,  he,  in  the 
beginning,  directed  bleeding  ;  and  an  hour  or 
two  after,  a   large  quantity  of  cold  Whey  to  be 

taken 
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taken  by  way  of  diluting  ;  and  glyfters  of  the 
fame,  but  warm,  without  the  addition  of  fugar, 
or  any  other  ingredient.  He  always  found  the 
gripes  and  bloody  (tools  go  off,  upon  the  dif- 
charge  of  the  fourth  glyfter.  This  bpfinefs 
being  over,  and  all  the  whey  evacuated,  which 
only  took  up  two  or  three  hours,  the  patient  was 
immediately  put  to  bed,  when  he  loon  fell  into 
a  fpontaneous  fweat,  which  was  ordered  to  be 
continued  for  twenty-four  hours,  but  not  pro- 
voked by  medicine  ;  allowing  him  nothing  but 
warm  milk,  during  the  time,  which  he  like- 
wife  ufed  for  three  or  four  days  after  he  left  his 
bed.  If  a  relapfe  happened,  either  from  rifing 
too  foon,  or  leaving  oft'  the  milk  diet  too  fcon, 
the  fame  procefs  was  repeated. 

This  mode,  he  obferves,  did  not  anfwer 
after  the  antumn  of  the  year  1669,  nor  even  in 
the  cold  weather  of  the  fame  year  ;  and  in  the 
following  years  it  was  of  no  ufe  at  all. 

He  fays,  that  Dr.  Butler  ufed  this  diluting 
procefs  with  the  utoooft  fuccefs  at  Morocco  and 
"Tangisrs  ;  and  fuggefts,  that  it  is  reasonable 
this  method  fhould  be  attended  with  greater 
fuccefs  in  hot  climates  than  in  England. 


When 
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When  the  difeafe  degenerates  into  a  tenef- 
mus,  he  fays,  itmuftbe  borne  until  the  ftrength 
can  be  recovered  by  a  reftorative  diet,  and  the- 
free  lafe  of  fomc  grateful  cordial  liquor  :  then 
the  tenefmus  will  go  off  fpontaneoufly,  in  the 
fame  degree  as  the  ftrength  returns. 

He  fays,  he  cured  a  perfon  of  a  chronical 
dyfentery  by  repeated  bleedings  only  ;  and  ob- 
ferved,  thatjher  blood  was  like  that  of  pleuritic 
perfons. 

He  fays,  alfo,  that  laudanum  alone-  will 
cure  flight  dyfenteries,  without  any  evacu- 
ations, at  a  time  when  the  conftitution  has  lefs 
tendency  to  the  difeafe,  than  it  had  in  thofe 
years  when  it  raged  fo  epidemically. 


Barbette,  Cap.  5.  de  Dyfenteria,  fays,  the 
difeafe  is  caufed  by  too  great  an  acrimony  of 
the  bile,  and  too  much  acidity  of  the  pancre- 
atic juice.  Among  the  curative  indications,  he 
fays,  the  dyfentery,  "  qua  Dyfenicria"  never 
indicates  bleeding.  The  peccant  humour  is 
to  be  corrected,  and  evacuated,  and  the  parts 
ftrengthened.     In  the  cure,  three  things  only 

arc 
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are  neceflary  ; — purges,  alterants,  and  topical 
applications.  Every  thing  in  the  dyfentery  is 
to  be  adminiftered  in  fmall  quantities,  whether 
drink,  food,  or  medicine.  Rhubarb  is  his 
principal  purge  : — with  which,  and  opium 
and  altringents,  and  anodyne,  aftringent,  tur- 
pentine glyfters,  and  applications  to  the  abdo- 
men, he  cured  his  patients. 

He  fays,  the  widow  Van  Aj per -en's  fon,  who 
was  accuftomed  to  drink  fpirituous  liquors, 
was  feized  with  a  dyfentery,  with  violent  pain  ; 
and  often  voided  to  the  quantity  of  two  pounds 
of  concreted  blood,  of  a  bright  arterial  colour. 
On  opening  his  body  after  death,  the  fmall  in- 
teftines  were  here  and  there  fphacelated,  their 
tunics  eroded,  and  they  were  perforated  in 
four  places. 


Etmullerus,  de  Content,  in  Intejl.  Expulf. 
La>fa,  Cap.  9.  fays,  a  benign  dyfentery  is  ge- 
nerally without  fever  and  contagion  ;  and  that 
the  caufes  of  it  are  too  great  a  corrofive  quality 
of  the  pancreatic  juice,  by  itfelf,  or  when  it  is 
not  fufficiently  tempered  by  the  bile  ;  autumnal 
fruits,    grapes,    mult,  &c. 

Z  A  ma* 
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A  malignant  dyfentery  is  generally  united 
with  fever,  and  fometimes  a  peftilential  one  ; 
and  rages  epidemically  through  a  whole  re- 
gion, and  fpreads  ltfelf  by  contagion. 

He  fuppofes  it  not  only  contagious  from 
ufing  the  fame  place  where  dyfenteric  people 
have  been,  but  that  ufing  the  fame  pipe  in 
giving  glyilers,  that  has  been  before  ufed  by 
dyfenteric  people,  will  convey  the  infe£tion  ; 
and  refers   to  the  opinion  of  Helimius  Pado- 

ANUS*. 

He  fays,  the  fudorific  tinfture  of  bezoar  was 
ufed  with  great  fuccefs  in  this  difeafe  ;  and 
that  one  who  had  a  malignant  dyfentery  took 
feveral  times  twenty  drops,  and  upwards,  of 
the  balfam  of  fulphur,  and  cured  himfelf  by 
repeated  fweating. 

He  commends  the  virtues  of  the  human  fkull 
bone,  as   a   fpeciiic    in    this .  difeafe  ;  and  fays 

*  Helid.^us  Pa  do  anus  was  an  excellent  phyfician,  for 
the  age  in  which  he  lived.  He  died  at  Bologna,  in  1576. 
His  observation  here  referred  to  is, — "  eo  malo  fepius  videas 
corripi,  quibus  cl viler  intunditur,  infirumento  non  bene 
abluto,  quo  antea  dyfentericus  ufus  fuit  ;  in  ieJili  etiam  feu 
loco  excretionia  contagia  veiligii  aiiquando  remanent**' 
^JProfeffii  s,  Cur  at  tone  i  &  Confilia.  Pag.  1 04.  Edit.  W I T  T 1  c  H 1 1, 
1607. 
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our  great  Boyle  informed  him,  that  a  dram 
of  the  rafpings  of  it,  in  a  powder,  was  to  he 
given.     He  fays,  alio,  that  the  Ufnea,  or  mofs 

of  the  human  fkull,  given  in  dofes  from  fix  to 
twelve  grains,  is  faid  to  have  wonderful  effects: 
particularly  if  it  be  from  the  fkull  of  one  who 
has  been  hanged,  or  broken  on  the  wheel,  or 
any  other  way  received  a  fudden  death.  He 
fays  the  Sugar  of  Lead,  to  ten  grains,  is  a  An- 
gular remedy,  and  ought  to  be  much  recom- 
mended :  and  that  the  Ti?iflura  Antiphthifica  is 
an  elegant  medicine  for  all  internal  ulcerations 
whatever. 

His  general  medicines  were  aftringents  and 
opiates  ;  and,  he  fays,  purging  medicines  and 
glyfters  are  rarely  to  be  ufed. 


Hoffman  fays,  the  intentions  of  cure  are, 
firft,  that  the  peccant,  acrid,  and  cauftic  mat- 
ter, of  whatfoever  kind,  be  corrected  and  car- 
ried through  its  proper  emundtories ;  fecondly, 
that  the  violent  gripes  and  fevere  fpafms  of  the 
inteftines  be  foothed  and  alleviated  ;  and  third- 
ly, that  the  inteftines  themfelves,  when  ulce- 
rated or  weakened,  fhould  be  relieved  by  pro- 
per and  well-chofen  remedies. 

Zs  He 
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He  recommends  mild  cathartics  compofeef 
of  whey,  tamarinds,  and  rhubarb:  but  con- 
demns the  ufe  of  neutral  falts  ;  and  fuch  fweet 
purges,  as  prunes,  fena,  manna,  laxative  fy- 
rups  ;  and  all  acrid  purges,  as  jalap,  fcam- 
mony,  colloquintida  ;  and  wonders  at  Boyle's 
recommending  Mercurius  dulcis  in  a  dyfentery. 
He  fays,  he  was  told  by  a  phyfician  who  at- 
tended a  camp,  in  curing  a  dyfentery,  which 
raged  there,  upon  the  firft  fufpicion  of  con- 
tagion, and  even  when  figns  appeared  pretty 
evidently,  that  an  alexipharmic,  prepared  of  cal- 
cined and  philosophically  prepared  hartfhorn, 
of  diaphoretic  antimony,  of  the  volatile  fait  of 
hartfhorn,  and  faffron,  of  each  ten  grains,  ex- 
hibited with  a  warm  vehicle,  produced  excel- 
lent effe£ts,  by  difpofmg  the  body  to  fweat : 
and  after  a  repetition  of  four  dofes,  it  checked 
the  violence  of  the  diftemper. 

But  fliould  a  great  quantity  of  fordes  be 
lodged  in  the  primae  vias,  he  fays,  that  a  re- 
medy of  this  kind  may  be  much  more  fafely 
ufed  after  the  previous  exhibition  of  a  proper 
evacuant.  It  is  a  very  common  and  fatal  mif- 
take  of  phyficians,  when,  in  order  to  cure  a 
violent  dyfentery,  they  make  an  immediate  ufe 
of  alexipharmic  and  theriacal  remedies,  fuch 
as  diafcordium,  theriaca  andromachi,  mithri- 
date,    pulvis  panonicus    ruber,    alexipharmic 

effences, 
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effences,  and  bczoardic  tinctures  ;  for  he  had 
frequently  obferved  that  the  fymptoms  of  an 
epidemical  dyfentery  had  been  exafperated  by 
too  large  an  exhibition  of  fuch  hot  and  dry 
remedies  ;  and  that  fevers,  thirft,  and  great 
heat  within,  have  been  occafioned  by  the  ufe 
of  them. 


Baglivi,  Prax.  Med.  Lib.  I.  Cap.  9.  fays, 
moft  of  thofe  who  die  of  a  dyfentery  are  killed 
by  a  fphacelus  of  the  inteftines,  which  appears 
at  lead  three  days  before  their  death  ;  for  then 
the  extreme  parts  begin  to  grow  cold,  the 
pulfe  low  and  unequal,  the  pain  and  thirft  not 
ib  violent ;  and  fome  are  delirious  a  few  hours 
before  they  die. 

If  a  dyfenteric  perfon  be  taken  with  a  vomit- 
ing, it  is  a  dangerous  cafe.  The  hiccup  is  a 
mortal  fymptom,  and  fo  is  the  jaundice.  A 
difficulty  of  fwallowing  is  the  forerunner  of 
death. 

In  a  mortal  dyfentery,  the  ftomach  is  af- 
fected as  well  as  the  inteftines. 

If  a  dyfenteric  perfon  be  feized  with  an  in- 
flammation of  the  tongue  and  a  difficulty  of 
fwallowing,  there  are  no  hopes  left, 

Z3  In 
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In  the  haemorrhoides,  the  blood  comes  be- 
fore the  excrements, — in  the  dyientery  with, 
or  after  them. 

If  a  dyfenteric  perfon  take  opiates,  and  the 
day  after  appear  of  another  colour  in  his  eyes, 
he  will  fcarcely  recover  ;  but  if  the  colour  of 
his  eyes  continue  unaltered,  it  is  a  fign  he  may 
recover.    Valschmid. 

Chewing  of  cinnamon,  and  fwallowing  the 
fpittle,  has  cured  fome  people. 

In  the  cure  of  the  dyfentery,  the  medicines 
ought  to  be  few  and  fimple  ;  it  is  often  cured 
with  nothing  but  Whey  given  inwardly,  and 
in  glyflers.  Several  authors  take  this  to  be  an 
arcanum.  Sometimes  the  difeafe  is  inflamed  by 
too  many  glyflers,  injuring  the  ulcerated  fibres 
of  the  inteflines  ;  therefore  they  ought  to  be 
given  but  feldom,  and  in  a  frnall  quantity. 

Sweating  coming  upon  a  Icofenefs,  flops  it. 

He  fays,  the  root  of  ipecacuanha  is  a  fpeci- 
fic,  and  a  remedy  almofl  infallible  in  dyfenteric 
fluxes,  and  other  haemorrhages,  colliquations 
of  the  humours,  &c.     Of  this,  he  fays,  he  was 

informed 
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informed  by  Dr.  Sberrardm  England,  and  had 
the  lame  confirmed  by  Dr.  Mangetus  of  Swit- 
zerland. 


Degner,  in  his  Hijioria  Medic  a  de  Dyfenteria 
Biliofo-contagiofa,  which  raged  at  Nimeguen  in 
the  autumn  of  1736,  fays,  the   dyfentery  made 
its  appearance  in  July,  but  was  preceded  by  a 
bilious  diarrhoea,  accompanied  with  vomitings 
and  flight  pains  in  the    belly,  which  began  in 
the  month  of  April,  and  continued  increafing 
until   the  fetting  in  of  the  bloody  flux.     The 
dyfentery  increafed  in  violence,  until  the  mid- 
dle of  September,  when  it  was  at  its  «xp?,  and 
had  by  that  time  fpread  itfelf  unto  the  neigh- 
bouring  villages,    though  confined  until    the 
end  of  Auguft  within  the  walls  of  the  town. 
He  fays,  the    firft    perfon    attacked  was  an  of- 
ficer of  horfe,  a  young  robuft  man  ;  to  whom 
he  was  called  on  the  feventeenth  of  July,  and 
who  died    on  the  twenty-fifth.     He    fays,  the 
calamity  began  from   this   young    man,    and 
fpread  itfelf  from   the  houfe    in  Paul 's-Street, 
where  he  was,  to   others  in  the  fame  ftreet ; 
and  thence  over  the  whole  town. 


Z4  It 
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It  began  to  decline  towards  the  end  of  Oeio- 
ber,  and  towards  the  end  of  December  intirely 
difappeared  in  the  town. 

It  is  to  be  remarked,  that  the  French  people 
in  the  town  were  almoft  entirely  free  from  its 
attack  ;  two  only,  and  thofe  old  men,  were 
feized  with  it  :  and  the  Jews  entirely  efcaped. 
He  fays,  this  confirms  the  opinion,  that  one 
nation  may  be  more  obnoxious  to  contagious 
diieales  than  another. 

In  the  cure,  he  began  with  a  vomit  of  ipe- 
cacuanha powder,  and  repeated  it,  if  neceffary, 
to  the  fecond  or  third  time.  After  the  vomit 
of  ipecacuanha,  he  purged  with  the  watery 
tincture  of  rhubarb,  or  Rolf  nek's  tincture,  made 
in  the  following  manner  : — take  of  Rhubarb 
half  an  ounce ,  oj  fait  of  Tartar  one  dram,  Succory 
water,  or  any  dif  Med  water,  fuch  as  Mint  water, 
five  or  fix  ounces.  Of  this  mixture  he  gave  half, 
or  a  whole  fpoonful,  every  four  or  fix  hours, 
to  adults  *; 

*  "  Sed  ego  plura  addo,  atque  aftirmo  Rheo  ineffe  omnino 
aliqnam  virtutem  fpecifkam,  ncn  quidem,  ut  alii  volunt,  in 
genere,  in  fanandis  omnibus  dyfenteriis,  et  diafrllcefs,  cum 
vel  fine  fanguine,  fed  fpeciatim  in  dianhoeis  ct  dyfenteriis 
aliifque  adfe£hbus  biliofis,  in  quibus  fuas  vires  efficaciter  ex- 
ferit."      Cap.  3.  Sed.  32. 

On 
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On  this  medicine,  which  he  calls  a  divine 
remedy**  from  the  heginning  he  chiefly  de- 
pended, which  he  repeated  and  continued, 
while  evacuations  were  necefTary.  Afterwards 
he  gave  an  ounce  or  two  of  a  decoftion  of  Si- 
maruba,  two  drams  in  half  a  pint,  every  three 
or  four  hours,  according  to  circumitances,  un- 
til the  patient  was  cured.  The  effect s  of  this 
medicine,  he  fays,  were  more  remarkable  when 
the  difcharges  were  bloody,  than  when  they 
were  bilious.  Sometimes  he  added  a  little  fy- 
rup  of  white,  or  red  poppies,  to  it.  When 
more  roborant  and  aftringent  medicines  were 
required,  he  gave  Cafcarilla  Bark,  and  'Terra 
Japonica.  To  aiTuage  the  pains  and  lubricate 
the  bowels,  he  gave  Salab,  and  preferred  it  to 
any  other  mucilaginous  or  gummous  medicine. 

He  condemned  bleeding  in  this  dyfentery, 
and  early  opiates,  aftringents,  and  neutral  falts, 
lUCh  as  Tart,  Vitriol  at.  Arc  an.  Duplic.  Sal  Pru~ 
nelloe,  &c.  and  all  mineral  and  metallic  prepa- 
rations, draftic  purges,  and  fudorifics.  Con- 
cerning the  latter  he  pronounces  the  following 
ientence  :    "  Sudorifera  cauts   adhibenda  Junt  ; 

*  "  Divinum  poti«s  quam  humanurn  remedium."  Cap.  5. 
Sea.  15. 

fudor 
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fudor  enim  arte  pro/eclus  minlme  eundem  effeclum 
falutarem  habet,  ac  fpontaneus,  quo  natura  ma- 
teriam  humoribus  infinuatam  apte  e  corpore  elimi- 
nare  novit.  Ars  vero  turbulenter  fccpius  cocla  et 
ci'uda  Jimul  et  femel  ad  externa  pellit,  major  efque 
in  corpore  turbas  excitat,  quid  quod,  ob  inquietudi- 
nem  cegrorum  et  fedium  numerum,  vix  debita  in 
leclo  continentia,  ad  tales  fudores  artificiales  obfer- 
vari,  nee  materia  pec  cans  per  fudor  em  fat  is  e/imi- 
nari  poflit"  Cap.  5.  Se£fc.  23. 


Cleghorn,  in  the  dyfentery  at  Minorca^ 
ufed  Ipecacuanha  and  Vitrum  Antimonii  Ceratum, 
as  evacuants.  He  fays,  of  the  latter  he  ufed 
to  give  from  five  to  ten  grains,  early  in  the 
morning  ;  of  the  former  he  dire£ted  ten,  or 
fifteen  grains,  in  powder,  to  be  divided  into 
three  dofes,  and  to  be  taken  in  the  forenoon, 
at  the  interval  of  two  hours,  or  an  hour  and 
half  between  each  dofe.  The  mod  common 
effe£t  of  both,  was  to  procure  a  thorough  eva- 
cuation upwards  and  downwards,  during  the 
day,  and  they  often  threw  the  patient  into  a. 
fweat  the  enfuin£  nio;ht. 


But 
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But  he  lays,  he  preferred  the  ipecacuanha, 
as  being  certain  in  its  operation  ;  whereas  the 
other,  fometimes,  did  not  produce  the  intended 
discharge  ;  at  other  times  occafioned  greater 
commotion  than  was  expecled.  Nevertheless, 
he  lays,  he  muft  acknowledge,  now  and  then, 
in  defperate  bloody  fluxes,  he  had  knowrn  the 
antimonial  medicine  to  be  fuccefsful,  after 
every  thing  elfe  had  been  tried  to  no  purpofe. 

At  firft  he  repeated  the  above-mentioned 
evacuations  every  other  day,  for  three  or  four 
times  ;  and  afterwards  at  longer  intervals,  with 
proper  drinks,  and  a  fmall  opiate  at  night. 

But  when  the  dyfentery  began  with  horrors, 
rigors,  fever,  pain,  &c.  he  confided  principally 
in  the  antiphlogiftic  method,  with  bleeding 
plentifully,  emollient  glyiters,  fomentations, 
and  diluting  drinks  ;  avoiding  opium  as  much 
as  the  intolerable  torture  of  the  diftemper  would 
permit. 

When  the  fever  was  afluaged,  he  endea- 
voured to  procure  a  Sufficient  difcharge  by 
ftool,  writh  mild  purgatives,  fuch  as  whey,  weak 
broth,  fweet  oil,  folution  of  manna,  cream  of 

tartar, 
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tartar,  &c.  proceeding,  by  degrees,  to  the  mod 
active,  till  the  end  propofed  was  obtained. 

When  other  means  failed,  he  gave  fix  or 
feven  grains  of  calomel,  with  a  grain  of  opium 
at  night,  after  the  ufe  of  the  femicupium,  and 
a  purging  apozem  made  of  fena,  manna,  and 
fal  catharticus,  the  next  day. 

In  chronical  dyfenteries  he  gave  an  opiate 
twice  a  day  while  the  difeafe  continued. 


Huxham,  de.  Aere  et  Morbis  Epidemicis,  fays? 
in  the  dyfentery  in  April,  1743,  round 
worms  were  generally  voided  in  the  (tools, 
even  by  adults  and  old  people  ;  that  worms 
had  been  a  more  common  complaint  for  many, 
months  before,  than  he  ever  remembered, 
He  fuppofes  this  might  have '  arifen  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  great  quantity  of  fruit  with 
which  the  preceding  fummer  and  autumu 
abounded* 

The  difeafe  was  violent,  and  continued  from 
the  beginning  of  April  to  the  end  of  May  ;  par- 
ticularly in  the  town  and  neighbourhood  of 

Plimpton^ 
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Plimpton,  in  Devonfhire-  He  fuppofes  it  might 
have  been  an  epidemic  fever,  tranflated  to  the 
interlines,  as  an  epidemic  dyfentery  is  not  com- 
monly a  difeafe  of  the  fpring. 

lie  often  found  good  effe£ts  from  Calomel^ 
when  the  patient  had  worms  :  but  generally 
began  the  cure  with  bleeding,  and  a  vomit  of 
ipecacuanha.  He  fays,  the  inteftines  are  ge- 
nerally inflamed  in  fome  degree  or  other,  in 
this  difeafe. 

He  fays  rhubarb  (toafted  if  Eaft-Indian)  is 
thebeft  purgative  in  the  dyfentery,  given  often, 
with  a  little  ilutmeg,  or  cinnamon.  He  fays, 
there  is  no  diforder  in  which  fweetening,  di- 
luting drinks,  are  more  neceffary  than  in  the 
dyfentery  ;  that  water  alone  has  often  done 
great  fervice  ;  but  that  in  the  beginning  of  the 
difeafe  it  lhould  be  given  warm  :  and  that, 
after  the  bowels  had  been  cleanfed,  he  has  fre- 
quently cured  the  difeafe  with  water,  and  a 
fmall  quantity  of  opium. 


Hillary,  on  the  Difeafes  of Barbadoes,   fays, 

the  dyfentery  may  be  truly  faid  to  be  endemial 

in  hot  climates,  and  that  it  appears  in  Barba- 

6  does, 
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does,  more  or  lefs,  every  year.  He  fuppofes 
it  to  be  infectious.  In  the  cure  he  began  with* 
bleeding,  then  gave  a  vomit  of  ipecacuanha, 
and  after  its  operation  an  anodyne,  with  toafted 
rhubarb.  Bleeding  is  to  be  repeated,  if  ne- 
ceffary  :  then  fmall  doles  of  ipecacuanha  with 
theriaca,  twice  a  day,  and  an  anodyne  after 
it  has  vomited  the  patient,  once  or  twice,  for 
three  or  four  days. 

But  if  the  fever  and  inflammation  be  abated, 
or  taken  off,  and  yet  bloody,  or  brine-like  ftools 
continue  and  are  frequent,  giving  a  dofe  or 
two,  and  fometimes  a  third  dofe,  of  Stibium 
Ceratum,  at  proper  diftances  after  each  other, 
and  a  fuitable  opiate  a  little  time  after  the  lail, 
has  been  of  great  fervice.  But  he  obferves, 
"  that  this  medicine,  how  much  foever  it  may 
be  recommended  and  extolled  by  fome  perfons, 
though  it  may  be  a  good  medicine  when  pro- 
perly timed,  yet  as  it  is  frequently  and  promif- 
cuoufly  given  at  all  times  of  this  difeafe,  and 
in  all  circumfkances,  by  fome  perfons,  it  can- 
not fucceed  ;  for  if  the  fever  and  inflammation 
are  not  firft  taken  off,  or  confiderably  abated, 
it  feldom,  or  never,  anfwers  their  expecta- 
tion.    But  thefe  being   taken  off,  or  greatly 

abated, 
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abated,  it  fometimes  proves  to  be  a  good  me- 
dicine ;  though  I  think  I  have  fecil  the  ipeca- 
cuanha, in  fmall  doles,  anfwer  much  better*. M 

For  the  pain  and  forenefs  of  the  inteftines, 
following  the  practice  of  Towne,  he  recom- 
mends balfam  of  Locatellus,  anodynes  and 
balfamics ;  and  glyfters  made  of  fat  broth, 
milk,  balfam  of  Locatellus,  wax,  fpermaceti, 
cleft,  efcord.  theriac.  androm.  tinft.  thebaic. 
When  a  tenefmus  is  kept  up  by  indurated  fce- 
ces,  he  advifes  purges  to  be  given  of  manna 
and  rhubarb,  with  a  little  fal  polychreft  and 
oil  ;  and,  if  neceflary,  glyfters  of  warm  water, 
honey,  oil,  and  a  fmall  quantity  of  fope. 


Tissot,  in  his  Avis  au  Peuple  fur  la  San  ft, 
fays  the  dyfentery  is  commonly  epidemic,  be- 
ginning fometimes  at  the  end  of  July,  but 
oftener  in  Auguft,  aud  ceafes  when  the  froft 
fets  in. 

He  fays,  the  great  remedy  is  an  emetic  ; 
fometimes  a  vomit  of  emetic  tartar  cures  the 
difeaie,  and  always  fhortens   it.     A    vomit   of 

*  Page  214. 
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ipecacuanha  is  not  lefs   efficacious,    and  has 
been  efteemed  for  a  great  while  as  a  certain  fpe- 
cific  ;  but  it  is  not  that,  though  it  is  very  ufe- 
ful.     This  remedy  may  be  taken  in  the  manner 
in  which  the  Brazilians  ufe  it  *.     They  infufe 
two  drams  of  Ipecacuanha  in  four  ounces  of  hot 
water  for  a  night,  ftrain    the  liquor,  and  take 
it   in  the  morning  fafting.     They   repeat  for 
two  days  afterwards   the   fame    infufion,  made 
from  the  fame  root  of  which  the  firft  was  made. 
The  vomiting  is   moderate  the  firft  day ;  it  is 
very  gentle   the   fecond,  and  more   fo  on  the 
third.     The  drink  to  be   a   ptifan,  made  of  a 
quart  of  barley-water,  with  two  drams  of  cream 
of  tartar  diffolved  in  it.     The  day  after  the  vo- 
mit, the  patient  is  to  take  a  dram  of  rhubarb 
in  two  doles  ;  and  the   following  day  nothing 
but  the  ptifan.     On  the  fourth   day,  the  rhu- 
barb is  to  be  repeated.     This  method  generally 
iubdues  the  force  of  the  difeafe,  but  the  patient 
muft  be  kept  for  fome  time  to  a  careful  regi- 
men. 

Sometimes  the  dyfentery  begins  with  an  in- 
flammatory fever,  the  pulfe  hard,  full,  and 
violent  pain  in  the  head  and  loins,  and  the 
belly  tenfe.      In  this  cafe  the  patient  fhould 

*  Vide  p.  324* 
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be  blooded,  and  every  day  have  three  or  four 
glyfters  made  of  barley-water  and  mallow-flow- 
ers, or  milk  and  water  ;  and  to  drink  plenti- 
fully of  the  ptifan. 

Vomits  are  not  always  neceflary,  and  if  the 
inflammatory  fymptoms  have  been  confiderable, 
the  patient  ihould  be  purged  with  manna  and 
Sedlitz  falts,  and  not  to  ufc  rhubarb  but  to- 
wards the  end  of  the  difeafe.  He  fays,  he  cured 
many  patients  with  only  a  cup  of  warm  water, 
every  quarter  of  an  hour. 

When  the  dyfentery  is  united  with  a  putrid 
fever,  after  the  vomit,  the  patient  ihould  be 
purged  with  manna,  tamarinds,  and  a  fmall 
quantity  of  nitre ;  or  with  tamarinds,  and 
Sedlitz  falts,  and  dram  dofes  of  cream  of  tar- 
tar, before  the  rhubarb  is  given.  Tamarind 
drink  is  alfo  recommended,  with  dram  doles  of 
cream  of  tartar.  When  arelapfe  happens  after 
feveral  days,  it  is  remedied  by  careful  regimen, 
and  a  dram  dofe  of  rhubarb. 

When  the  dyfentery  is  united  with  an  inter- 
mittent fever,  the  dyfentery  is  to  be  firft  cured  ; 
then  the  fever.  But  if  the  fever  be  violent, 
bark  muft  be  given  at.the  fame  time. 

A  a  He 
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He  fays,  the  prejudice  againft  fruits  in  the 
dyfentery  is  erroneous,  and  pernicious  :  for 
though  bad  and  unripe  fruits  may  caufe  cho- 
lics,  diarrhoeas,  conftipations  of  the  bowels, 
nervous  complaints,  and  difeafes  of  the  fkin,. 
they  never  are  the  caufe  of  an  epidemic  dy- 
fenterv.  Bat  that  ripe  fruits  of  every  fort,  par- 
ticularly fummer  fruits,  are  a  preservative 
againft  this  difeafe. 

He  fays,  he  knew  nine  people  out  of  eleven 
in  a  family,  cured  by  eating  fruit  ;  but  that 
the  grandmother,  and  a*  favourite  child,  who 
did  not  eat  fruit,  but  took  burnt  wine,  oil,  and. 
fpices,  died  :  — 

That  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Berne,  in  1 750,. 
when  the  dyfentery  raged  very  much,  ten.  out 
of  eleven  people  in  one  houfe  efcaped  it  by  eat- 
ing a  great  quantity  of  plums.  The  coach- 
man would  not  eat  any,  and  was  attacked  in  a 
very  terrible  manner  : — 

That  a  Swifs  regiment  of  foldiers  in  a  garri- 
fon  in  the  South  of  France,  had  the  dyfentery 
among  them;  the  officers  purchafed.  the  pro- 
duce of  feveral  acres  of  a  vineyard,  and  gave 
the  foldiers  the  grapes,  which  cured  all  thofe 
that  were  ill,  and  prevented  any  of  the  others 
from  being  attacked  l 

2.  That 
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That  a  miniftcr  who  ate  three  pounds  of  red 
currants  in  a  mcfrning,  was  cured  of  a  dyfen- 
tery in  two  days. 

It  the  corruption  of  humours,  which  creates 
malignant  fevers,  be  united  with  the  caufes 
which  produce  a  dyfentery,  the  dyfentery  re- 
flating therefrom  will  be  malignant  ;  in  which 
ipecacuanha  is  the  principal  remedy  ;  firft, 
as  a  vomit,  and  after  a  purge  of  rhubarb,  in 
lmall  dofes,  with  chicken,  or  veal  broth,  and  a 
little  Rhenifh,  or  Vin  de  Grave  ;  and  it  is  of 
the  grcateft  importance  to  give  it  in  the  be- 
ginning, before  all  the  inteftinal  humours  are 
infected. 

If  there  be  a  difeafe  truly  contagious,  it  is 
this,  fays  Tissot.  I  have  feen,  fays  he  within 
thefe  few  months,  near  the  town,  a  terrible  ex- 
ample of  its  infection.  A  young  man  arrived 
in  a  bad  habit  of  body,  from  Holland,  where 
he  had  been  a  foldier  ;  and  after  a  few  weeks 
was  attacked  with  a  fevere  dyfentery,  truly 
malignant,  which,  in  a  few  hours,  deftroyed 
all  his  ftrength.  He  refufed  any  affiftance, 
and  during  five  days  that  the  difeafe  lafted,  he 
went  to  itool  in  the  barn,  the  kitchen,  the 
garden,  the  rooms,  and  lay  all  night  on  the 
grafs,  covered  with  the  dew,  by  which  con- 
A  a  2  du& 
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duel  he  infected  fix  other  perfons  that 
compofed  -  the  family  ;  four  of  them  were 
flightly  attacked,  but  a  man  of  fixty  years  of 
age,  and  a  boy  of  ten,  perifhed.  The  boy 
took  nothing,  and  died  within  fixty  hours:  the 
father  took  feme  medicines  in  the  beginnings 
and  died  in  fourteen  days.  There  was  no  dy- 
fentery  reigning  in  the  neighbourhood  at  this 
period  ;  the  water  ufed  in  the  houfe  was  good  ; 
and  upon  the  mod  attentive  examination^  he 
fays,  he  could  find  no  other  caufc  for  this  in- 
fection, than  the  difeafe  of  the  firft  perfon  who 
was  attacked. 


Akenside  fele  Dyfenteria  Comment  arras)  fays, 
the  dyfentery  ought  rarely  to  be  clafied  among 
acute  difeafes,  or  to  be  accompanied  with  any 
fever  *.  A  do£trine,  he  fays,  different  from 
that  which  the  chief  modern  phyficians  have 
laid  down.  That  ulcers  are  the  effedt,  and  not 
the  caufe  of  the  difeafe.  That  the  dyfentery  is 
a  Rbeumatifm  of  the  Inteftlnes  ;  and  like  the 
rheumatifm,  or  other  articular  difeafes,  fome- 
times  contains  a  kind  of  fever  within  itfelf,  or 
at  leaft  is  attended  with  one,  but  that  it  is  fre- 

*  u  ■ earn  perraro   in  morbis  acutis  reponi  ctebere,  auc 

fetwe  ulla  comitarair.  effe.*'     P.  4, 

quently 
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quently  unattended  with  any  fever,  and  much 
more  ib  than  the  rheumatifm.     That  the  dy- 

fentery  in  London,  in  1760,  1761,  and  1762, 
continued  through  the  winter  no  lefs  trouble- 
fome  than  in  autumn  ;  a  circumftance,  which, 
in  his  opinion,  ihews  its  clofc  connection  with 
the  rheumatifm.  That  the  difeafe  feizes  on  the 
imaller  inteftines  ;  then  gradually  defcends  to 
the  rectum,  according  to  the  opinion  of  Syden- 
ham. That  it  fometimes  ceafes  during  men- 
ftrual  purgation,  and  returns  when  that  period 
is  over.  1  hat  the  imprudent  ufe  of  opiates 
hath,  by  flopping  a  flux,  brought  on  a  dropfy. 
That  it  frequently  happens,  when  people  are 
freed  from  a  dyfentery,  they  are  feized  with  a 
pain  in  the  fhoulder,  or  in  the  fide  ;  fome- 
times in  the  breaft,  arms,  legs,  cr  the  integu- 
ments of  the  cranium.  This  pain  is  preceded 
by  no  rigor,  nor  fighs  of  fever,  for  the  difeafe 
is,  plainly,  reduced  to  a  chronical  rheumatifm. 
That  the  dyfentery  and  rheumatifm  made  fre- 
quent tranfitions  from  one   to   the  other. 

He  contends  that  the  matter  and  caufe  of 
both  the  dyfentery  and  rheumatifm,  are  the 
fame. 

In  the  cure,  he  advifes  bleeding  once,  where 
there  is  great  heat,  Shivering,  and  quick  pulfe ; 

A  a  3  and 
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and  though  there  Ihould  be  no  fever,  if  the 
patient  be  of  a  plethoric  and  full  habit  of  body ; 
for  this  prevents  any  fever,  and  the  rheuma- 
tifm  ;  which  is  fo  frequently  lubfequent  to  the 
dyfentery.  It  is  alfo  to  be  performed  if  the 
fpafms  and  gripings  be  fevere  ;  and  in  fhort, 
it  ought  to  be  the  firft  ftep,  unlefs  fome  mani- 
feft  iymptoms  dififuade  therefrom  ;  fuch  as  a 
lax  habit  of  body,  inclining  to  a  dropfy,  great 
debility,  horror,  cold  fweat,  intermittent  pulfe, 
and  very  fetid  ftools. 

After  bleeding,  which  is  not  to  be  repeated, 
a  vomit  of  ipecacuanha  is  to  be  given,  unlefs 
the  patient  be  too  weak  ;  and  an  hour  or  two 
after  its  operation  is  ended,  he  advifes,  as  the 
only  medicine  neceffary  to  the  cure,  "  one 
grain  of  ipecacuanha,  in  a  draught,  compofed 
of  half  an  ounce  of  fimple  mint  water,  and 
two  drams  of  fpirituous  mint  water  mixed 
together  ;  or  two  ounces  of  fimple  alexiterial 
water,  and  half  a  dram  of  the  cordial  con- 
fection," every  fix  hours.  This  was  his  prac- 
tice in  1758.  In  1759,  he  gave,  "two  grains 
of  the  ipecacuanha,"  but  he  found  this  dofe 
created  too  great  a  ficknefs,  and  fometimes 
vomiting,  and  then  he  returned  to  the  "  one 
grain  dofes,"  lb  as  to  create  a  naufea  of  the 
Itomach.     In  this  manner,  for  four  years,  he 

fays, 
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liivs,  lie  continued  to  give  his  patients  fmall 
doles  of  ipecacuanha,  and  found  by  experience, 
that  in  all  kinds  of  dysenteries,  whether  acute 
or  chronical  ;  whether  the  ftools  were  ftreaked 
with  blood,  or  confided  only  of  mucus  ;  in 
every  age,  fex,  and  conftitution,  and  in  all 
feafons,  that  the  nudicine  produced  its  falutary 
effea. 

He  fuppofes  the  ipecacuanha  in  fmall  dofes 
does  not  operate  by  fweat,  but,  by  rendering 
the  belly  foluble,  it  expels  the  humours  that 
give  rife  to  the  difeafe  ;  and,  by  its  antifpaf- 
modic  quality,  relaxes  the  coats  of  the  intef- 
tines,  and  fo  eafes  the  gripings. 

If  after  the  patient  is  relieved  from  the  dy- 
fentery,  he  fhould  be  attacked  with  the  rheu- 
matifm  in  the  fhoulders,  fides,  integuments  of 
the  head,  arms,  or  legs, — antifpafmodic  re- 
medies, aud  fuch  as  increafe  perfpiration,  are 
to  be  ufed;  fuch  as  caftor,  mufk,  and  valerian; 
or  "  the  powder  of  ipecacuanha  and  Thebaic 
extract  of  each  two  grains  ;  nitre  and  vitrio- 
lized  tartar,  of .  each  eight  grains;"  this 
powder  to  be  taken,  and  to  drink  plentifully 
of  the  decoction  of  barley,  guaiacum,  or  li- 
quorice ;  and  to  be  repeated  in  fix  or  feven 
hours,  if  it  fhould  not  produce  a  fweat;  cover- 

A  a  4  ing 
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ingthe  patient  well  with  bed-clothes,  and  con- 
tinuing the  operation  for  ten  or  twelve  hours. 
If  the  patient  refufe  this  method,  or  be  too 
weak  for  it,  blifters  are  to  be  applied  to  the 
part  wherever  the  pain  attacks. 


Brocklesby,  in  his  Medical  Obfervations  on 
Military  Difeafas  from  1758  to  1763,  fays,  "  out 
of  eight  hundred  men  and  women  who  were  ill 
of  a  bilious  fever  and  flux,  upon  the  return  of 
the  troops  to   the  Hie   of  Wight,  after  an  ex- 
pedition and  defcents  upon  the  coafts  of  France, 
in  the  year  1758,"  he  had    a  fufficient  number 
of   inftances,    as  well   as  in  fubfequent   cam- 
pa. gns,  to   prove  "  fome  inconveniences  from 
the  aftringent  powers  of  rhubarb,  and  by  too 
early  checking    the  bilious    evacuations.     For 
many,  who  were  treated  in  the  ufual  way,  with 
rhubarb,  joined  with   an   opiate,  immediately 
fuffered  delirious  ramblings,  or  an   increafe  of 
them,  if  they  had  any  tendency  to  them  before : 
they  complained  alfo   of  a  tightnefs  acrofs  the 
cheft,    which    called    for    immediate  bleeding, 
though  fometimes   the  patient's  ftrength  was 
already  low,  and  much  worn  out." 


For 
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For  which  rcafons  heufed  as  a  purge,  a  mix- 
ture made  by  "  boiling  two  ounces  of  four  'Tama- 
rinds in  three  pints  of  Barley-zvater  to  a  quart: 
adding  two  ounces  oj  Manna,  and  an  ounce  and 
half  of  tincture  of  Sena,  with  half  an  ounce  or 
fix  drams  of  Glauber  s  fait,"  A  fufficient  quan- 
tity of  this  was  given,  diluting  with  weak 
mutton-broth,  and  an  opiate  at  mght. 

The  aftringent  he  ufed,  after  the  fever  was 
gone  in  the  advanced  fta«e  of  the  difeafe,  \\  as 

fc>  o  " 

made  by  boiling  "fne  Englifh  Oak-bark,  Pome- 
granate rind,  and  formentil  root,  of  each  an  ounce, 
in  ten  pints  of  fpnng  Water,  till  it  was  reduced 
to  a  gallon  ;  adding,  towards  the  end,  two  ounces 
of  bru  fed  Cinnamon,  fo  as  to  boil  half  an  hour  ; 
when  the  decoclion  grezv  cold,  about  a  gallon  was 
jl  rained  off ,  and  jour  ounces  of  frong  Cinnamon 
water  were  added,  befides  two  ounces ,  of  Gum 
Arabic,  and  a  little  Sugar."  About  the  quan- 
tity of  four  ounces  was  ordered  three  or  four 
times  a  day.  This  medicine  was  fometimes 
affifted  by  a  large  dofe  of  an  opiate,  and  more 
powerful  aftringents,  as  the  following  elec- 
tuary ;  u  take  powder  of  red  Rofe  leaves,  and  of 
newly  boiled  mutton  kidney  Suet,  of  each  four 
ounces,  a  dram  of  Locatellus^s  balfam,  or  about 
two  fcruples  of  Balfam  Capivi :  beat  them  up  to- 
gether 
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get  her  into  an  elecJuary"  The  quantity  of  a 
large  nutmeg  of  this,  was  prefcribed  three  or 
four  times  a  day,  in  a  draught  of  the  above 
drink. 

Every  night  and  morning  a  combination  of 
"  two  grains  of  Opium,  with  three  grains  of  pow- 
dered Ipecacuanha  made  i?ito  pills"  proved  highly 
ierviceable  to  many  at  this  time  of  the  difeafe. 
red  Port  Wine,  diluted  with  water,  with  th6 
addition  of  fpices,  is  alfo  recommended. 

"  If,  after  all,  the  flux  ftill  "perfifted  ;  and 
if  a  tenefmus  alfo  attended  the  patient,  then 
lenient  purgatives,  with  Salts,  Manna,  and fweet 
Oil,  were  indifpenfably  necefTary   again." 


Pring-le,  in  his  Obfervations  on  the  Dyfen- 
tery,  Ed.  1768,  finds  fault  with  Sydenham  for 
including,  as  dyfenteric  cafes,  thofe  difeafes, 
while  the  dyfentery  raged  in  the  autumn  of 
1669,  where  M  feveral  had  no  (tools  at  all." 
But  Pringle  has  taken  only  part  of  the  fen- 
tence  relative  to  that  epidemic  ;  for  Syden- 
ham adds,  "  but  with  refpeft  to  the  feverenefs 
of  the  gripings,  the  violence  of  the  fever,  fud- 

den 
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den  lofs  of  ftrength,  and  other  fymptoms,  it; 

much  exceeded  the  dyfentcrics  of  the  follow  ing 


'  ears." 


lie  lavs  alio,  that  there  are  fomc  fubdanccs 
omitted  by  Sydenham,  which  are  fometimes 
feen  in  the  (tools,  viz.  "  round  worms,  bolls 
of  hardened  excrements,  and  fomc  fmaller 
bodies,  of  the  colour  and  confidence  of  fuel  :" 
and  that  among  other  fymptoms,  Sydenham 
has  omhtcd  the  "  flatulence  ;"  and  that  he 
neither  mentions  a  "  procidentia  ani,  nor  a 
drangury." 

In  thefe  obfervations,  Pringle  does  not  ap- 
pear to  have  known,  that  it  was  Sydenham's 
cudom,  in  treating  of  difeafes,  invariably,  to 
relate  all  the  fymptoms  he  faw,  but  no  more  : 
a  cudom,  I  fufpecf,  "  more  honoured  in  the 
breach  than  the  obfervance,"  by  many  of  his 
fucceffors.  Befides,  from  his  well-known  ac- 
curacy, as  wrell  as  veracity,  it  is  mod  probable  he 
omitted  nothing  ;  but  that  none  of  thefe  circum- 
dances  (the  fird  having  no  relation  to  the  dy- 
fentery,  and  the  lad  undoubtedly  often  the 
effect  of  mifmanagement)  were  feen  in  the 
epidemic  in  quedion,  as  neither  he,  nor  Wil- 
lis, mentions  them.  Here  I  again  diiTent 
from  the  notion,  that  Strangury  and  JuppreJJion 

of 
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of  urine,  are  genuine  pathognomonics  of  the 
dyfcntery.  I  am  fenfible  that  in  the  dyfentery, 
whenever  the  ftools  are  copious  and  liquid,  par- 
ticularly in  the  Dyfenteria  incruenta,  there  may 
be  but  a  very  fmall  quantity  of  urine  voided  : 
for  how  fhould  it  be  otherwife  when  there  is 
but  little  fecreted,  by  all  the  fluids  of  the  body 
being  turned  from  their  natural  channels,  and 
running  off  at  the  inteftines  ? 

This  paucity,  or  deficiency  of  urine,  Deg- 
ner  incorrectly  calls  a  JuppreJJion  of  urine  *  ;  and 
I  perceive  it  has  been  by  feveral  writers  after 
Celius  AuRELiANusf ,  miftaken  and  mifnamed 
in  the  fame  manner. 

Strangury  and  Ifchuria,  or  fupprejjion  of  urine, 
are  absolutely  adventitious  in  the  dyfentery  ; 
and  almoft  unknown  w^here  the  too  early  and 
injudicious  administration  of  opiates,  or  heat- 
ing, or  acrimonious,  or  aftringent  medicines 
(but  particularly  opiates),  has  not  preyionfly 
taken  place.     This  I  believe  to  be  the  reafon, 

*  Ui'zna  plerumque  plane  erat  fuprfffi,  ut  iiKra  fex,  o&o, 
decern,  aut  quatuordecim  dies  vix  guttam  emitterent. — In 
atiis  vero  flatim  cum  morbi  adfultu  aderat  Stranguria  molefia. 

Degner.  de  Dyfent.p.  1% 
f  Tmpedirnentum  urinas  reddendae. 

C.  Aurel.  Lib.  IV.  Cap.  6. 

that 


O  N      T  II  E      DYS  E  N    r  E  R  V.  $6$ 

that  thole  we  cftcem  the  moil  accurate  medical 
writers,  have  never  mentioned  thefe  as  fymp- 
toms.  Degner's  patients  might  have  made 
no  urine  for  feveral  days,  for  that  is  natural  in 
the  dyfentery,  but  a  fuppreffion  of  urine  is  not. 
If  fiippreflion  of  urine  occurred,  I  make  no 
hefitation  to  charge  it  to  his  practice,  in  the 
cpurfe  of  the  difeafe,  or  to  fbme  injudicious 
treatment  before  he  faw  the  patient ;  and  that 
a  ftrangury  occurring,  Ci  cum  morbi  adfultu," 
is  not  a  legitimate  relative  of  the  dyfentery. 

Pringle  fays,  "Sydenham  takes  no  notice 
of  any  contagion  that  attended  his  epidemic  ; 
and  that  Willis  exprefsly  fays,  that  the  dy- 
fentery which  he  defcribes,  and  which  was  the 
fame  as  Sydenham's,  was  not  infectious.  But 
all  that  we  can  thence  infer  is,  that  either 
the  diftemper,  which  they  faw,  was  of  a  milder 
nature  than  it  uiually  is  when  it  becomes  general, 
or  that  this  circumftance  of  infection  efcapsd 
their  notice" — From  this  very  extraordinary 
remark,  one  would  fuppofe  Pringle  had  never 
read  Willis's  account  of  the  uncommon  feveritv 
of  that  epidemic  ;  and  it  is  evident  that  Sy- 
denham's minutenefs  in  following-  facts,  in 
which  nothing  efcaped  him,  had  no  weight 
with  Pringle,  bewildered  by  an  hypothecs. 


He 
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He  obferves,  that  Sydenham  was  defective 
m  that  part  of  the  hiftory  of  this  difeafe,  which 
relates  to  diffeftions.  But  Pringle  fhould  have 
recollected  that  Sydenham  found  out  a  method 
of  treating  the  dyfentery  fuccefsfully  ;  which 
deprived  him  of  thofe  fertile  opportunities  of 
making  experiments  on  dead  bodies,  that  have 
fo  often  fallen  to  the  ihare  of  many  other  peo- 
ple. I  do  not  mean  by  this  to  fay,  that  he 
never  loft  a  patient,  but  to  urge  the  probability 
of  it  ;  as  he  fays,  from  the  method  he  purfued, 
"  the  difeafe  generally  yielded  to  the  third 
purge." 

He  fays,  "  Sydenham,  in  the  hiftory  of  the 
epidemic  dyientery  of  his  time,  takes  no  notice 
of  the  weather  ;  going,  1  muft  fay,  upon  a 
falfe 'principle •,  that  the  morbid  conftitution  of 
the  feafon  has  never  any  connection  with  the 
ieniible  qualities  of  the  air.  But  that  Willis 
fupplies  this  defect,  &c."  How  far  the  whole  of 
this  remark  is  erroneous  (admitting  Piingle's 
authority,  that  Sydenham  went  on  a  falfe 
principle,*)  on  the  prefent  occafion,  whatever 
might  have  been  Sydenham's  general  doftrine, 
may  be  feen  by  referring  to  Sydenham  him- 
felf** 

*  Vide  p.  331. 

He 
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lie  lays,  "  That  at  firft  fight  Sydenham 
is  to  liavc  expreffed  himfelf  juftly  when  he 
called  a  flux,  tlw  Fever  of  the  feafon  turned  upon 
the  Bowels.  But  upon  a  nearer  view,  we  (hall 
find  this  notion  more  acute  than  folid,  fince 
the  circumftance  of  its  being  contagious  ihews 
that  the  dvfentery  is  effentially  different  from 
thefe  fevers." — By  this  obfervation  Pringle 
liipppfes  what  I  fancy  no  other  perfon  does  ; 
— that  dyfenteries  arc  always  infectious  ; — or 
that  fevers  never  are  ;  — or  that  epidemic  dyfen- 
teries are  infectious,  when  epidemic  fevers  are 
not. 

He  fays,  he  has  known  no  fuch  progreflion 
as  Sydenham  fpeaks  of,  "  the  inteftines  being 
iucceffively  affected  downwards,  till  at  lafl  the 
difeafe  be  driven  to  the  rectum,  and  ends  in  a 
T\>nef?nus" — But  as  every  perfon  elfe  has  known, 
this  progreflion,  who  has  had  much  practice  in 
epidemic  dyfenteries  of  long  duration,  it  is  re- 
markable that  it  fhould  have  efcaped  Pringle's 
notice. 

He  fays,  "  Degner  offers  good  rcafons  for 
believing  that  the  fatal  dyfentery  at  Nimeguen, 
was  owing  to  the  infection  communicated  by 
one  perfon." — But  to  me^thofe  which  Pringle 

calls 
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calls  "  good  reafons,"  are  very  bad  ones,  and 
like  all  reafons  that  I  have  hitherto  met  with 
on  the  fame  fubjeft ;  for  I  confider  that  the 
difeafe  which  appeared  in  the  beginning  of 
April,  as  a  Bilious  Diarrhoea,  and  continued 
through  May  and  June,  was  aggravated  into  a 
dyfentery  in  July,  when  the  heat  of  fummerhad 
increafed,  and  the  ufual  dyfenteric  feafon  had 
advanced  :  for  it  came  in  as  epidemic  dyfen- 
teries  in  Europe  generally  do,  at  the  end  of 
llimmer,  then  raged  in  autumn,  and  declined 
at  the  fetting  in  of  the  cold  weather. 

He  fays,  "  in  camp  the  contagion  pafles  from 
one  who  is  ill,  to  his  companions  in  the  fame 
tent,  and  thence  perhaps  to  the  next. 
The  foul  draw  becomes  infeftious,  but  the 
great  fource  of  infection  feems  to  be  the  privies. 
The  hofpitals  likewife  fpread  it,  for  thofe  who 
are  admitted  with  the  flux,  not  only  give  it  to 
the  reft  of  the  patients,  but  to  the  nurfes  and 
other  attendants  of  the  lick*"    " 

But,  fays  he,  "  of  what  nature  is  this  infec- 
tion r  I  confidered  the  fpreading  of  the  dif- 
temper  (formerly)  as  owing  to  putrid  exha- 
lations from  the  humours  of  thofe  who  fall  firft 
ill  of  it  ;  and  when  this  miafma  is  received  into 
the  blood,  I  conceived  it  to  act  upon  the  whole 

mafs 
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mafs  as  a  ferment,  difpofing  it  to  putrefaction. 
But  I  am  now  lenfible  that  this  bypotbefis  would 
mfufficient,  without  proving  at  the  fame 
time,  that  when  the  blood  is  thus  tainted,  vthe 
vitiated  part  of  it,  by  a  certain  law  in  the  ani- 
mal ceconomy,  muft  be  thrown  upon  the  in- 
teftines  for  excretion.  This  notion  of  a  putrid 
ferment  received  fome  confirmation  from  a 
cafe  which  occurred,  of  one  who  was  feized, 
indeed  in  a  flight  degree,  with  a  dyfentery  ac- 
companied with  bloody  (tools,  in  making  ex- 
periments upon  human  blood,  which  had  be- 
come putrid  by  (landing  fome  months  in  a 
clofe  phial.  This  cafe  feemed  to  be  more  de- 
cifive,  as  it  happened  at  a  time  when  the  dif- 
temper  was  not  heard  of,  and  to  a  perfon  in 
perfect  health,  who  had  formerly  attended  ma- 
ny dyfenteric  patients  without  being  infected." 

"  For  thefe  reafons;  I  was  inclined  to  refer  the 
caufa  proxima,  or  the  immediate  caufe  of  the 
difeafe,  to  this  putrid  ferment  ;  but  having 
fince  perufed  a  curious  differtation  publiihed  by 
Linnteus*,  in  favour  of  Kircher's  fyftem  of 
contagion  by  cuiimalcula,  I  think  it  reafonable 
to  fufpend  all  hypothecs  till  the  matter  (hall 
be  further  inquired  into." 

*  /\moenit.  Academ.  Vol.  V.  Difiert.  82. 

Bb  Hi 
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He  fays,  in  the  beginning  of  his  practice  in 
the  army,  he  ufed  Vitrum  Ceratum  Antimoniir 
which  he  had  formerly  obferved  to  be  the  beft 
medicine  in  this  cafe,  for  relieving  both  the 
ftomach  and  bowels  ;  yet  the  roughnefs  of  its 
operation,  and  the  prejudice  conceived  againft 
the  glafs  of  antimony  as  a  medicine,  having 
deterred  other  phyficians  of  the  army,  and  the 
regimental  furgeons  from  ufing  it,  he  alfo  de- 
fifted.  Inftead  therefore  of  this  preparation, 
he  gave  ipecacuanha  with,  or  without,  emetiG 
tartar,  fo  as  to  excite  an  operation  downwards,, 
which  he  found  mod  certain  when  he  gave  only 
five  grains  of  ipecacuanha,  and  repeated  it  at 
an  hour's  diftance,  twice,  or  thrice,  until-  the 
next  day,  if  the  patient  had  only  been  vomited 
by  the  ipecacuanha,  or  fparingly  purged  with 
rhubarb  and  calomel ;  after  the  purge  an  opiate 
at  night,  with  two  or  three  grains  of  ipecacu- 
anha. The  purge  of  ipecacuanha,  or  rhubarb 
and  calomel,  to  be  repeated  on  the  fourth  day. 
The  firft  ftage  of  the  difeafe  being  paft,  he  pur- 
fued  the  ufual  track,  with  opiates,  balfamics, 
and  aftringents. 

I  cannot  clofe  the  prefent  detail,  without  ob- 
ferving  that  Pringle  conceiving  "  Sydenham's 
account  of  the  dvfenterv,  to  be  upon  the  whole 
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fo  juft,"  he  thought  it  neceflary  to  make  only 
u  a  few  obfervations  to  afeertairi  fomc  points 
which  he,  Sydenham,  has  left  doubtful ;  and 
to  add  iome  others,  for  rendering  the  hiftory 
of  the  difeafe  more  complete." 

It  was  therefore  in  juftice  to  Pringle  that 
I  have  felecled  thofe  paflages,  which  he 
thought  were  the  confummation  of  his  under- 
taking ;  that  he  might  lofe  no  credit,  due  to 
an  attempt  to  correcT;  the  irreproachable  accu- 
racy, and  to  aflift  the  incomparable  genius  of 
Sydenham. 


Baker,  de  Dyfenteria  Londinenjt,  yJn.  1762, 
fays,  an  epidemic  dyfentery  appeared  in  Lon- 
don towards  the  end  of  July  1762.  It  was 
preceded  by  very  hot  and  dry  weather.  It 
raged  all  the  autumn,  until  November. 

He  remarks,  that  thofe  people  who  ate  much 
fummer,  or  autumnal  fruit,  were  exempt  from 
the  difeafe,  or  had  it  mildly. 

He  generally  gave  a  vomit  in  the  beginning 
of  the   difeafe,  and    preferred    emetic    tartar, 

B  b  2  which, 
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which,  he  fays,  not  only  cleanfed  the  ftomach 
from  a  wonderful  quantity  of  yellow  and  green 
matter,  and  relieved  the  patient,  but  it  excited 
afterwards  a  general  perfpiration  over  the 
whole  body.  He  found  that  ipecacuanha  did 
not  caufe  fufficient  ftimulus  :  and  difapproves 
of  it,  for  the  very  reafon  for  which  Piso  com- 
mends it,  as  leaving  an  aftringency  after  its 
operation; — "  vim  quoque  aftrictivam  poft  fe 
relinquit." 

He  fays,  he  knows  no  virtue  in  ipecacuanha 
for  the  dyfentery,  befides  its  emetic  quality, 
and  in  that,  it  is  inferior  to  emetic  tartar  : 
— and  if,  according  to  Freind,  ipecacuanha 
be  ufeful  in  the  dyfentery,  from  caufing  perfpi- 
ration, it  is  inferior  to  emetic  tartar  even  in 
that. 

He  fays,  emetic  tartar,  after  its  emetic  ef- 
fects have    ceafed,    operates   downwards,  and 

cleanfes  the  inteftines :  and  he  fuppofes  the 
VitrumAfitimonii  Ceratum  owed  its  reputation  as 
an  anti-dyfenteric  medicine,  to  its  emetic  and 
purgative  operations  *. 

*  My  opinion  of  the  effe&s  oFthis  medicine,  is  mentioned 
in  the  Second  Part  of  this  Treatife. 


He 
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He  condemns  rhubarb  as  a  purgative,  parti- 
cularly in  the  beginning  of  the  difeafe  ;  and 
advifes  where  fuch  mild  aperients  as  fena, 
manna,  and  tamarinds  do  not  relieve,  recourse 
to  be  had  to  more  aftive  medicines,  and  before 
all  others  to  the  Sal  Catharticus  Amarus. 

He  disapproves  of  rhubarb  when  mixed  with 
calomel  in  the  dyfentery  ;  and  much  more 
when  nutmeg,  cinnamon,  and  other  fpices  are 
added  to  it. 

He  condemns  heating  medicines  ;  and  in 
the  courfe  of  the  difeafe  advifes  fuch  things  as 
almond  cmulfion,  white  of  eggs,  ftarch,  falab, 
&c.  ;  and  in  the  decline  of  it,  milk  with  fome 
frefh  fuet  boiled  in  it,  and  a  little  ftarch. 

He  fays,  the  Irifh  common  people  take 
melted  butter  in  the  dyfentery  ;  and  that  among 
the  Englifh  fome  people  have  taken  a  fpoonful, 
or  two  of  it  now  and  then,  and  have  been 
cured  by  it. 

He  fays,  the  dyfentery  in  1762  was  fpread 
by  contagion  among  the  common  people,  from 
uncleanlinefs. 

B  b  3  He 
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He  cautions  againft  the  premature  and  im- 
proper ufe  of  opiates  ;  and  inftances  a  cafe 
wtfcre  warm  bathing  was  ufeful. 

In  this  elegantly- written  treatife,  the  general 
fymptoms  of  the  difeafe,  and  the  particular 
epidemic  of  1762,  are  accurately  related.  It 
contains  alfo  proper  discrimination  refpe6ling 
bleeding,  recommends  the  rejection  of  rhubarb, 
with  many  other  therapeutical  principles,  to 
be  regarded  in  general  practice  ;  particularly 
ufeful  where  formidable  dyfenteries  prevail,  as 
in  hot  climates. 

But  this  learned  phyfician's  opinion  of 
the  utility  of  fruit,  is  lefs  applicable  in 
thofe  climates  ;  and  in  refpeft  to  the  "  dif- 
ficultas  urinae  *,"  it  is  unneceffary  to  repeat 
my  fentiments,  but  I  will  add  thofe  of  Hip- 
pocrates. He  fays,  in  a  feafon  when  (incru^ 
entous)  dyfenteries  prevailed,  with  great  dif- 
charges  of  a  bilious,  thin,  acrid,  and  watery 
nature, — Tfo'hXioa'i  rat  xca  7rspippoioci  psTa,  now 
XoXooStec,  vSctTwdesg,  ^vo-^aTco^eeg^  7rvcoheg}  g'payFov^i^ 
uSeeg*        gv     vetyptTutczi     aXXcc    TOVTZoie-iv,    aXXtz    ouit 

*  Opufcul,  Med.  p.  38. 

f  Epidemiorum  Lib.  I.  Se£t.  2.  Art.,  7,  &  8, 

MONRO, 
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Monro,  in  his  Account  of  the  Difeafes  in  the 
Military  Hofpita/s  in  Germany ,  from  January 
1761,  to  March  1763,  fays,  "  it  is  now  gene- 
rally agreed  that  this  diforder  is  entirely  pro- 
duced by  fuch  caufes  as  make  the  juices  become 
too  putrelcent,  and  turn  the  flow  of  humours 
to  the  bowels  ;  and  in  the  camp  it  feemed  to 
arife  principally  from  obftru£ted  perfpiration, 
caufed  by  the  men's  lying  in  the  field,  and  do- 
ing military  duty  in  all  forts  of  weather  ;  at  the 
fame  time  being  often  expofed  to  the  putrid 
fleams  of  dead  horfes,  of  the  privies,  and  of 
other  animal  or  vegetable  fubftances,  after 
their  juices  had  been  highly  exalted  by  the  heat 
of  iummer." 

He  does  not  fuppofe  fruit  to  be  among  the 
caufes  of  this  difeafe,  and  fays,  "  generally  in 
Auguft  and  September  we  have  people  admit- 
ted into  St.  George's  Hofpital  for  the  dyfentery, 
who  have  certainly  not  catched  the  diicrder 
from  eating  fruit." 

He  fays,  "  moft  authors  who  treat  of  the 
dyfentery,  mention  the  fymptom  of  worms*." 

B  b  4  In 

*  Ttdoes  not  occur  to  me  that  many  authors  have  men- 
tioned even   the  voiding  worms  in  this   difeafe  ;  and    furely 

thofe 


37^  ON     THE       DYSENTERY. 

In  the  cure,  when  the  patients  were  young 
and  ftrong,  and  complained  of  fharp  pains  of 
the  bowels,  attended  with  a  fever,  he  ufed  the 
lancet  freely  ;  nor  was  he  difcouraged  from 
bleeding  in  the  beginning  by  low  quick  pulfe, 
which  often  attended  the  diforder  :  and  he  fre- 
quently found  the  pulfe  to  rife  as  the  blood 
flowed  from  the  vein. 

A  vomit  of  ipecacuanha,  fometimes  with  the 
addition  of  emetic  tartar,  was  given  after  bleed- 
ing, which  was  repeated  in  the  courfe  of  the 
dheafe  if  the  ficknefs  returned,  and  the  flux 
were  obftinate. 

On  the  following  day  a  purge  was  given, 
but  as  rhubarb,  on  repeated  trials,  did  not  an- 
iwer,  he  fays,  he  gave  "  Sal  Catharticum  Ama- 
runij  with  Manna  and  Oil"  which  was  repeated 
every  fecond  or  third  day,  with  an  opiate  at 
night. 

He  fays,  "  the  Fit  rum  Ceraium  Antimonii 
proved  often  too  rough  a  medicine,  and  there- 
fore we  laid  it  aimoil  mtirely  afide." 

thofe  who   have  never  meant  to  confider  them  as  a    dyfenteric 

Jymttom  : — to  which  they  have  no  more  relation,  than  to  the 
fmall-pox,  cr  mealies. 

In 
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In  the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe,  he  fays,  a 
fpoonful  of  the  Mixtura  Fraca/lorii,  taken  after 
every  loofe  ftool,  and  an  anodyne  draught  at 
night,  had  a  good  effect  with  fome — repeated 
dofes  of  the  PhilGnlum  LonJ'mcnfe  anfwered  bet- 
ter with  others — and  others  found  more  benefit 
from  the  Mindereri  draughts,  with  Mitbridate, 
or  the  Confetlio  Cardiaca,  or  the  cTberiac  ano- 
dyne bolufes.  The  Mixtura  Campechenfis,  both 
alone  and  with  Tinfiura  T^hebaica^  checked  the 
purging,  and  gave  relief  fometimes  ;  and  the 
addition  of  fome  extract  of  bark,  and  tincture 
of  cinnamon,  feemed  toincreafe  its  efficacy  in 
two  old  cafes  ;  but  it  afterwards  occafioned 
fuch  ficknefs,  that  its  ufe  was  difcontinued. 

In  other  inveterate  dyfenteries,  he  added  a 
fin  all  portion  of  alum  to  the  logwood  julep, 
which,  as  well  as  equal  parts  of  diafcordium 
electuary,  and  electuary  of  bark,  taken  to  the 
quantity  of  a  dram  twice  or  thrice  a  day,  was 
ufeful  in  many  old  fluxes,  but  fometimes  other- 
wife. 

He  fays,  repeated  fmall  dofes  of  ipecacuanha 
did  not  anfwer  ;  nor  did  ipecacuanha  mixed 
with  opium,  often  produce  any  remarkable 
change    for    the    better.     Purges   were  given 

from 
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from  time  to  time,  during  the  ufe  of  aftringent 
remedies. 


Pouppe'  Desportes,  in   his  Hijloire  des  Ma- 
ladies de  Saint  Domingue,  fays,  that  in  the  treat- 
ment of  the  dyfentery  he  ufed  emollient  glyfters 
ofdeco£tion   of  tripe  and  plantain,  with  fome 
buds  of  the  Monbin   (hog  plum  tree),  and  of 
the   Grand  Coufin  *.     He  purged  the    patient 
with  tamarinds,  mirobalans,  and   manna,    in 
%vhey  ;  fometimes  adding   fyrup   made  of  fuc- 
fcorv  and   rhubarb.     If  the  difeafe   continued, 
he  had  recourfe  to  laudanum,  Ca/hew  gum,  and 
to  amber,  mixed  up  with  fyrup.     He  gave  alfo 
a   ptifan  made  of  Bois  Marie  (anchovie  pear 
tree),  Bois  de  chandelh  (wrhite  candle  wood,  or 
rofe  wood),    the   tops    of   Jlpiaba,     ou    Her  be 
quarree  (Indian  fpikenard),  Mais  parched  (In- 
dian corn),  of  each  of  thefe  a  very  fmall  hand- 
ful, boiled  in  a  quart  of  water,  until  a  fourth 
part  was  confumed.     When  the  patient  began 
to  recover,  he  put  him  on  the  ufe  of  a  pottage 
made  of  Gombo  £okra).  Sometimes  the  difeafe 
terminated  in  an  abfcefs  in  fome  of  the  vifcera. 
When  it  was  formed  in  the  convex  part  of  the 

*  Agrimoniaof  Sloane,  Trjumfetta  of Plukeket,  Buf- 
Bark  of  Browne. 

6  liver, 
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liver,  it  was   cured  by  opening   it,  and  with 
more  fuccefs  there,  than  in  France 


Poisonnier  Desperrieres,  Traite  fur  les  Ma- 
ladies des  Gens  de  Mer,  lays,  the  dyfentery  is  a 
common  difeafe  anions*  feamen.  It  comes  like 
a  diarrhoea,  without  pain,  or  tenefmus  that 
gives  any  inquietude,  for  the  firft  few  days  ; 
and  without  fever  :  then  fucceed  pains,  bloody 
and  foetid  ftools,  and  fever. 

The  caufe  of  this  diforder,  he  fays,  is  the 
fame,  as  of  almoft  all  the  diforders  of  feamen  : 
an  acrid  humour  following  a  fuppreffion  of  per- 
fpiration,  which  in  the  dyfentery  is  carried  to 
the  inteftines. 

He  fays,  it  attacks  chiefly  thofe  of  ftrong 
habits  ;  for  which  reafon  people  unufed  to  the 
fea,  and  crews  of  lhips  foon  after  their  leaving 
a  port,  where  their  vigour  has  been  recruited, 
are  mod  obnoxious  to  it.  It  is  alfo  caufed  by  a 
quick  paffage  from  a  temperate  to  a  northern 
climate  :  and  from  north  winds  fucceeding 
fouth  winds,  after  cold  rains. 

Sea- 
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Seamen,  he  fays,  quitting  their  work,  wet 
with  rain,  and  with  fweat,  lie  down  in  the 
open  air,  with  their  wet  clothes  on,  or  throw 
themfelves  into  an  hammock,  badly  covered, 
and  fleep  in  that  ftate  ;  which,  he  fays,  never 
ihould  be  fuffered  on-board  a  fhip. 

He  fays,  in  cold  weather,  and  in  the  north 
feas,  feamen  ihould  have,  inftead  of  fpirits, 
punch,  wine,  beer,  or  cider,  as  fermented 
liquors  are  proper  to  keep  up  perfpiration,  and 
affift  digeftion  ;  which  with  fleeping  dry,  and 
being  well  covered  at  nights,  will  prevent  dif- 
eafes  at  fea,  and  extinguilh  a  dyfenteric  difpo- 
fition. 

He  fays,  officers,  and  fuch  as  are  provided 
with  neceifaries,  to  iniard  as;ainft  cold  and 
moifture,  are  lefs  affecled  than  the  common 
men,  with  difeafes  at  fea. 

In  the  cure,  he  fays,  in  the  beginning,  when 
the  diarrhoea  comes  on,  it  is  neceffary  to  eva- 
cuate the  humours,  by  a  vomit  of  ipecacuanha, 
which  is  to  be  repeated,  according  to  circum- 
ftances,  in  the  courfe  of  the  difeafe,  ufing  no 
other  aliment  than  broth,  gruel,  and  rice  ;  with 
fometimes  the  addition  of  a  little  fafFron,  or 
2  cinna- 
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cinnamon.     Where   the  painfc  ai  eat,  and 

the  (tools  become  bloody,  bleeding  is  fometimes 
necefiar)  :  giving  a  ptiian  of  viper-grafs  root, 

iariaparilla,  and  pearl  barley.  A  purge  is  then 
to  be  given  of  rhubarb,  tamarinds,  and  manna. 
The  patient  is  to  be  kept  well  covered  in  bed, 
and  not  fuffered  to  walk  about  bare-footed  ;  and 
the  hatchways  are  to  be  kept  ihut  near  his 
bed. 

A  dram  of  diafcordium  is  to  be  given  every 
night,  for  fome  time,  at  bed-time,  and  fric- 
tions with  dry  flannels  are  to  be  ufed,  and  bot- 
tles with  hot  water  applied  to  the  body,  to  ex- 
cite a  gentle  heat,  and  produce  perfpiration  ; 
emollient  glyfters  are  to  be  ufed  ;  balfam  of 
Locatellus,  with  fome  earths,  are  to  be  given, 
but  not  fuch  abforbents,  as  may  flop  the  ex- 
cretions fuddenly  *. 

Zimmerman,  in  his  Treatife  on  the  Dyfen- 
tery,  fays,  that  there  was  an  epidemical  dy- 
fentery  in  feveral  parts  of  Switzerland,  in  the 
autumn  of  1765,  which  was  preceded  and  ac- 
companied by  a  bilious  putrid  fever.  This  dy- 
fentery  was  cured  with  a  drink  made  of  barley- 

*  This  account  of  Poissonnier's  is  chiefly  taken  from 
Rouppe's  Mot  hi  Navigantium  :  but  as  it  is  fomewhat  an  im- 
provement on  Rouppe,  I  have  given  it  the  preference. 

water 
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water  and  cream  of  tartar ;  fmall  dofes  of 
cream  of  tartar  and  rhubarb  ;  purges  of  ta- 
marinds, &c.  He  is  an  advocate  for  fruit,  par- 
ticularly grapes  in  the  dyfentery,  and  follows 
a  practice  he  has  collected  from  modern  writers 
on  the  dyfentery,  particularly  from  the  cele- 
brated Tissot. 

He  relates,  as  an  important. difcovery  by  Dn 
Moahrlin,  for  obtunding  the  acrimony  of  fix  or 
eight  grain  dofes  of  the  vitrum  antimonii  ce- 
ratum,  that  three  or  four  grains  of  Marjh- Mai  low 
root,  powdered,  fhould  be  added. 

Zimmerman  informs  us,    that  he    avoided 
thofe  rocks,  on   which   it   feems  many   of  his 
countrymen  foundered  through  ignorance.  He 
fays,  the  Breflaw  phyficians  laid  it  down  as  an 
indication,  in  the  cure  of  the  dyfentery,  that 
the  inflammation  fhould  be  refolved  ;  and  for 
that  purpoie  recommended  tormq^til  root,  va- 
lerian, nutmegs,  Hungary  powder  againft  the 
plague,  and  the  Confeclio  de  Hyacintho.  He  fays 
that  Marquet,  the    Dean'  of  the  college   of 
phyficians  at  Nancy,  forbad  bleeding,  andpre- 
icribed  ipecacuanha,  rhubarb,  diafcordium,  and 
an  aftringent  decoftion,  in  an  epidemical  dy- 
fentery in  Lorrain  ;  where,  he  fays,  fome  peo- 
ple  were   walking    about  the   ftreets   at   five 

o'clock 
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o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  were  feized  with 
it,  and  dead  by  ten  o'clock  at  night. 

He  fays,  that  the  peafants  killed  themfelves 
with  brand v  and  ftrong;  waters  ;  and  that  a  fa- 
vourite  medicine  among  them  for  the  flux,  is 
red  wine  and  rotten  cheefe  ;  by  which  vaft  num- 
bers killed  themfelves  in  the  county  of  Lenz- 
burg.  '  This  barbarous  practice,  he  fays,  has 
been  continued  by  ignorant  phyficians  ever  fince 
the  days  of  the  famous  Sennertus,  by  whofc 
advice  it  originated. 

Zimmerman  does  not  appear  to  have  con- 
futed the  ancients  on  this  fubjecl ;  cheefe  ha- 
ving been  a  popular  remedy  for  the  dyfentery 
in  all  countries,  among  the  common  people, 
in  all  ages. 

I  wifh  he  had  informed  us  where  Sennertus 
recommends  red  Wine  and  rotten  Cheefe  in  the 
dyfentery  :  for  I  can  find  no  fuch  remedy,  nor 
any  idea  leading  to  fuch  practice,  in  the  wri- 
tings of  that  celebrated  phyfician* 

Sennertus  fays,  Lib.  IV.  Part  i.  Cap.  3. 
de  Aliment  or  um  Facultatibus — "  omnis  cafeus 
alvum  fiftit  ;"  and  adds,  what  I  believe 
applies  very  properly,  except  to  laborious 
people,    "meatus    obftruit,     et     calculo    ge- 

nerando 
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nerando  materiam  praebet."  He  fays,  alfo, 
new  cheefe  is  cold,  and  of  a  flatulent  nature  ; 
and  that  the  old  and  rotten  forts  of  it  are  the 
caufes  of  many  difeafes  ;  U  recens  et  mollis 
adhuc  frigidus  eft  et  humidus,  et  flatulente 
naturae : — antiquos  nimis  et  corruptos  cavere 
oportet.  Atram  bilem  generant,  et  plurimo- 
rum  morborum  authores  funt."  But  cheefe  has 
been  long  and  juftly  exploded  from  medicinal 
ufe,  in  every  country,  except  among  the  il- 
literate and  ignorant. 


In  the  treatment  of  the  dyfentery,  authors 
differ  but  little,  in  the  latter  ftages  of  the  dif- 
eafe,  and  their  difference  there,  is  but  of  little 
confequence.  For  unlefs  the  difeafe  has  been 
managed  with  judgment  in  the  beginning,  the 
patient  is  generally  indebted  for  his  recovery  to 
the  ftrength  of  his  conftitution,  or  to  fome  for- 
tunate change  that  time,  and  not  medicine, 
effects  in  his  habit. 

This  is  the  reafon  that  I  have  made  what  is 
relative  to  the  firft  ftage  of  the  dyfentery,  the 
principal  object  of  this  treatife.  Here  authors 
differ  widely  indeed  ;  and  however  fuccefsful 
their  practice  may  have  been  in  particular  epi- 
demics, there  has  been  lefs  done  to  ferve  the 

purpofes 
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purpofcs  of  general  practice,  than  might  be 
expected  from  the  united  labours  of  fo  many 
learned  and  excellent  phyficians,  at  the  only 
period  of  the  difcafe,  when  method  and  medi- 
cine are  of  any  importance.  For  I  mod  firmly 
believe,  that  if  the  difeafe  be  at  firft  judicioufly 
treated,  and  the  patient  properly  prepared  for 
the  ufe  of  bark,  with  a  fuitable  regimen,  — that 
horrid  ftate  of  dragging  on  a  mifcrable  life, 
under  an  harafllng  dyfentery,  or  diarrhoea,  may 
almoft  always  be  prevented. 

Hence  it  is  that  I  have  taken  fo  little  notice 
of  ftages  of  the  dyfentery,  which  I  think  ought 
not  to  exift  ;  and  have  difregarded  that  part  of 
the  practice  of  others,  where  the  only  merit 
confifts  in  contriving  fome  greafy,  glutinous, 
or  ftyptic,  and  unnatural  compofition, — which 
never  can  be  ufed,  but  in  violation  of  all  the 
laws  of  animal  ceconomy. 

It  is  certain  that  patients  often  err — habits 
of  body  vary — (kilful  advice  is  not  always  pre- 
fent  —  conveniences  are  fometimes  abfent — 
fluxes  may  remain  after  febrile  fymptoms  have 
ceafed — chronical  dyfenteries,  and  diarrhoeas, 
will  occur  in  practice — therefore,  though  it  is 
.not  my  defign   to   enter  into  a  detail,  already 

C  c  fuf- 
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fufficiently  underftood,  I  will  communicate  the 
beft  remedy  1  know  in  thofe  difeafes,  for  the  re- 
putation of  which,  I  pledge  the  experience  of 
many  years.  And  I  affure  thofe  who  will  not 
be  deterred  from  ufmg  it,  on  account  of  its  in- 
elegance and  cheapnefs,  that  they  will  find  it 
productive  of  as  much  fuccefs,  as  any  rational 
perfoncan  expect  from  one  medicine. 

The  diverfity  of  organization,  temperament, 
and  condition  of  the  human  frame  is  iuch,  that 
there  cannot  be  in  nature,  what  many  good 
men  have  wifhed  for  (but  not  for  the  purpofe 
of  concealing  it  for  their  own  private  advan- 
tage), an  univerfal  remedy  in  difeafes. 

Curative  indications  muft  depend  on  fymp- 
toms  ; — fymptoms  are  not  uniform  and  un- 
changeable. Ignorance  may  pretend  to,  but 
reafon  denies  the  poffibility  of  Specifics. 

SOLUTIO  VlTRIOLICA. 

fy.  Vitrioli  alh'i  drachmas  tres  ; 

Aluminh  rupei  drachmam  ; 

Cocclnelloc  pulveratte  grana  tria  ; 

Aquce  fervent  h  libram.    Mifce  hi  mortario  mar- 

moreo.    Solutio  a  fdcculentia  vel  reftdendo  expurge* 

tur^  vel  per  chartam  bibulamfiltretur. 

In 
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In  this  folution,  the  proportion  of  cither  the 
vitriol  or  alum  may  be  augmented  or  di- 
minifhed, according  to  circumftances  ;  that  is, 
when  evacuations  are  required,  the  quantity 
of  alum  may  be  diminifhed,  or  even  intirely 
omitted  ;  and  when  great  aftringency  is  re- 
quired, the  quantity  of  alum  is  to  be  increafed, 
and  the  vitriol  to  be  diminifhed.  I  frequently 
direft  equal  parts  of  thefe  ingredients  ;  that  is, 
three  drams  of  alum  in  the  above  quantity. 
The  common  Englifh  alum  may  be  ufed.  The 
dofe  is  from  a  table  fpoonful,  to  a  tea  fpoon- 
ful,  according  to  the  ftrength  and  age  of  the 
patient,  which  is  to  be  taken  every  morning 
fading  ;  and  in  fome  cafes  to  be  repeated  every 
fix  hours  ;  without  any  addition  or  alteration, 
by  diluting  or  mixing  it,  with  any  liquor  what- 
ever. 

In  flight  dyfenteries,  and  when  the  Sudorific 
procefs  could  not  be  put  in  pra6lice,  I  have 
ufed  this  folution  with  the  utmoft  fuccefs : 
giving  it  at  firft  without  the  alum,  in  fufficient 
dofes  to  caufe  evacuations,  and  afterwards 
with  the  alum  in  naufeating  dofes,  frequently, 
with  opiates  at  night.    This   I  have  found  far 

C  c  2  more 
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more  efficacious  in  the  dyfentery,  than  emetic 
tartar,  ipecacuanha,  rhubarb,  or  falts,  as  eva- 
cuants,  in  whatever  manner  combined,  or  ad- 
miniftered. 

But  where  a  diarrhcea  has  been  of  long 
{landing,  the  cure  neceffarily  muft  be  per- 
formed by  (low  degrees;  then  a  dofe  every 
morning  fading,  only,  or  every  night  and 
morning,  will  be  a  fufficient.  It  is  in  in- 
veterate cafes  to  be  continued  for  weeks,  or 
months  ;  omitting  it  now  and  then  for  a  few 
days. 

In  table  fpoonful  dofes  it  generally  caufes  a 
vomiting,  or  great  naufea,  and  fometimes  a 
purging,  for  the  firft  few  times  of  taking  it. 
When  the  ftomach  is  foul,  vomiting  may  be 
encouraged  by  drinking  chamomile-fiower  tea, 
otherwife  that  is  unneceffary.  If  after  taking 
it  feveral  times,  it  ftill  create  vomiting,  or 
more  naufea  than  is  eafily  fupportabie  (for 
fome  naufea  is  intended),  the  dofe  muft  be  di- 
miniihed.  If  it  continue  to  purge  more  than 
is  proper,  or  caufe  any  griping,  neither  of 
which  often  happens,  a  few  drops  of  lauda- 
num muft  be  given  occafionally,  or  every 
night  at  bed-time.  It  is  not  neceffary  to  ob- 
5  .      ierve 
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fervc  any  particular  regimen,  merely  on  ac- 
count of  the  folution  :  and  the  patient  may 
cat,  or  drink,  as  loon  after  it,  as  its  difguft- 
ing  taftc,  or  the  naufea  it  produces,  will  per- 
mit. 


CC3  on 


ON      THE 

E    N    D    E    M    I  A  L      C    A    U   S    U    S, 

COMMONLY      CALLED     THE 

YELLOW       FEVER 

OF      THE 

W    E     S     T  -  I     N     D     I     E     S* 


THE  Endcmial  Caufus,  or  Yellow  Fever, 
which  is  the  terror  of  Europeans  newly- 
arrived  in  the  Weft-Indies,  is  called  by  the 
French  la  Maladie  de  Slam. 

Monfieur  Pouppe'  Desportes,  who  practifed 
phyfic  at  St.  Domingue,  from  1732  until    1748, 

*  This  treatife  has  been  feparatelvpublifhed  on  the  Con- 
tinent, under  the  title,  De  CAUSO  1  ROPICO  ENDE- 
M1CO,  sive  FEBRE  FLAVA,  quje  in  Iwdiis  Ocli- 
dentalibus  observatur.  It  was  my  INAUGURAL 
DISSERTATION  at  Leyccn. 

C  c  4  and 
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and  who  had  more  experience,  and  has  writ- 
ten from  better  information  on  the  difeafes 
of  that  colony,  than  any  of  his  countrymen, 
fays,  this  fever  was  fo  called  from  its  being 
firft  taken  notice  of  in  the  ifland  of  Martinique  > 
at  a  time  when  fome  veffels  were  there  from 
Siam. 

"  Le  premier  evenement  qui  Pait  fait  re- 
marquer,  a  ete  la  relache,  a  la  Martinique, 
d'une  nombreufe  efcadre  quivenoit  de  Siam, 
&  dont  1'equipage,  pendant  fon  fejour  dans 
cette  Colonie,  fut  afflige  d'une  Fievre  Maligne, 
on  Peftilentielle,  qui  fit  perir  un  grand  nombre 
de  matelots."  And  notwithftanding  this  ac- 
count of  it  by  M.  Desportes,  he  immediately 
fays,  "  Cette  maladie  attaque  tres  rarement  les 
Creoles  ou  les  Sauvages  habitans  de  l'lfle  :  les 
Europeens  deftines  a  vivre  {bus  un  climat  plus 
tempere,  en  font,  pour  ainfi  dire,  les  feules  vic- 
times*." 

This  account,  though  probably  true  enough 
as  to  the  time  of  its  being  firft  obferved  in  the 
French  colonies,  is  extremely  incorrect  in 
other  refpefts  :  for  M.  Desportes  has  not  only 
admitted  a  fuppofition  that  the  difeafe  origi- 

*  Vol.  I/p.  191  &  192,  Hift.  des  Malad.  de  St.  Domingue. 

nated 
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nated  among  thofe  Eait-Iiulian  mariners,  but 
calls  it  pejiilentialy  and  ia\s,  that  Europeans 
arc  almoft  the  only  victims  of  it. 

The  generality  of  the  French  writers  fay  that 
it  was  brought  directly  from  Slam,  in  a  mer- 
chant {hip,  and  communicated  to  the  people 
of  Martinique,  whence  the  contagion  was 
carried  to  St.Domlngue,  but  that  faiiors  were  the 
only  people  attacked  by  it,  whence  it  was 
alio  called  la  Fievre  Matelotte  *, 

This  account  of  the  origin  of  the  difeafe  has 
been  univerfally  credited  by  the  French  writers, 
who  have  not  been  at  the  trouble  to  confider, 
that  a  difeafe  brought  from  Slam  in  the  Eaft- 
Indies,  in  a  fimilar  latitude  to  the  Weft-Indian 
iflands,  would  be  molt  likely  to  affect  the  na^ 
fives,  living  in  a  climate  fimilar  to  that  in 
which  the  difeafe  originated,  rather  than  Eu- 
ropeans of  fo  different  a  temperament  of  body- 
But  the  fact  is,  that  this  difeafe  never  attacks 
either  white  or  black  natives  of  hot  climates  ; 
neither  was  it  brought  from  Slam :  and  though 
it  is  pofiible,  from  the  heat  of  the  climate,  that 

*The  feamen  at  the  C-'pe,  in  Hyfpaniola,  in  the  fummer  of 
1734.  were,  nearly  half  of  them,  cut  ofF  by  this  fever.  It  has 
often  fince  that  time  made  its  appearance  there  among  the 
labors,  and  has  been  very  fatal. 

it 
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it  may  frequently  appear  there,  or  in  any  other 
tropical  country  (though  Barrere  fays  it  is 
unknown  at  Cayenne*"),  no  hiftory  of  that 
country,  that  I  have  yet  met  with,  mentions 
fuch  a  difeafe  f  ;  notwithstanding  what  many 
writers  have  boldly  advanced  to  the  contrary  :£. 

The  Spaniards  call  it  the  Vomito  Prieto,  or 
the  Black  Vomiting,  from  its  mofh  direful  fymp- 
tom.     By  this  difeafe  their  galleons   fometimes 

*  Nouvelle  Relation  de  la  Fiance  Equinoxiale,  p.  6 1. 
f  Loubere,   in  his   Hirtory   of  Siam,   Part  2,  Chapter  4, 
fays,   "  among  the  mod  dangerous  difeafes  there,  are  rluxes 
and  dyfenteries,  from   which    Europeans  that  arrive  at  th'S 
country,  have  more  trouble  to  defend  themfelves  than  the  na- 
tives  of  the   country,  by  reafon  that   they  cannot  live  fober 
enough      The   Sian.efes  are   fometimes   attacked  with   calen- 
tures, in  which  the  tranfport    to  the   brain  is   eafily  formed, 
with  defluxions   on  the  ftomach.     Moreover,  inflammations 
*re  rare,  and  the  ordinary  continued  fever  kills   none,  no 
more  than  in  other  places  in  the  torrid  zone.     The  external 
does  fo  exceedingly  weaken  the  natural  heat,  that  of  an  hun- 
dred (ick  perfons,   Mr.   Vincent,  the  provincial   phyflcian,  de- 
clared, that  he  fcarce  found  one   that   had  the  fever,  or  any 
other  hot  diftemper.     There  are   a   great  many  cancers,  ab- 
fcefles,  and  fiflulas.     The  erylipelas  is  here  fo  frequent,  that 
among  twenty  men,  nineteen  are  infected  with  it."  &c. 

%  Warren,  apbyfician  at Barbaaoes,  in  his  Tr e at ife  con- 
cerning the  Malignant  Fever  in  Barbadoes,  written  in  1739,"  fays, 
*•  it  is  called  la  Maladie  de  Siam  from  a  country  of  that  name 
in  the  Eaft-Indies,  where  it  is  aconftant  inhabitant."  Page  3. 

lofe 
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Jofe  the  principal  part  of  their  men,  in  the 
Weft-Indies,  particularly  at  Porto  Bello  and 
Cart h  age  na. 

That  this  difeafe  is  a  fpecies  of  the  Kavcroc 
of  Hippocrates  *,  Aretjeus  f ,  and  Galen  j, 
that  is,  the  Febris  Aniens,  or  Caufus,  as  it  is 
called,  I  think  there  can  be  no  doubt ; — aggra- 
vated by  climate — incidental  only  to  the  grofs, 
inflammatory,  and  plethoric — at  any  feafoh  of 
the  year — and  totally  different  from  the  Remit- 
tent Bilious  Fever,  to  which  all  habits  of  body 
are  fubject,  in  hot  climates,  particularly  after 
rains,  and  in  the  fall  of  the  year. 

The  Caufus,  the  moit  ardent  fever  in  tem- 
perate climates,  as  defcribed  by  the  fathers  of 
phyfic,  is  a  difeafe  feldom  feen  in  thefe  nor- 
thern parts  of  Europe  ;  and  never  attended 
with  that  violence  of  fymptoms,  which  accom- 
panies the  fame  defcription  of  difeafe  in  hot 
climates.  And  whether  in  latitudes  fo  mild 
as  thofe  of  Spain,  Italy,  Greece,  and  the  Ar- 
chipelagan  iflands,  the  Caufus  has  ever  been 

*  Lib.de  Acutorum  Morborum  Vi£lu,  et  Lib.  de  Affecli- 
onibus. 

t  Dc  Caufo,  Lib.  II.  Cap.  4.  dc  Cauf.  ct  Sign.  Acul' 
Morb. 

%  Comment.  4.  in  Lib.  Hipp.dc  Acut.  Morb.  Vi£bi. 

attended 
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attended  with  black  vomiting,  as  in  the  Weft- 
Indies,  I  cannot  tell.  Lommius  mentions  the 
vomiting  of  blood,  and  voiding  black  liquid 
ftools,  and  black  urine  *. 

Critical,  and  fymptomatical  yellownefs  of 
the  fkin  in  the  Caufus  is  enumerated  among 
the  fymptoms  by  Hippocrates  -j-  ;  and  the  ac- 
curate Lommius  particularly  mentions  the  dan- 
ger of  that  appearance  before  the  feventh  day  ; 
"  grave  effe  periculum  fignificatur  ubi  aurigo 
ante  feptimum  diem  oritur^." 

The  affinity  of  the  fymptoms,  progrefs,  and 
termination  of  a  Caufus,  in  Europe,  to  thole 
of  this  fever  of  the  Weft-Indies,  excepting  the 
black  vomiting,  leaves  no  room  to  doubt  that 
the  difference  of  climate  conftitutes  all  the 
difference  that  is  found  between  them.  There- 
fore I  have  adopted  the  name  of  Endemial  Cau- 
fus ;  the  propriety  of  which,  I  hope,  will  be 
juftified,  in  the  defcription  of  the  difeafe. 

The  black  tongue  is  always  mentioned  as  a 
fymptom  in  the  Caufus  ;  of  which  appearance 
Hippocrates  has  made  a  judicious  diicrimina- 

*  Lib.  I  Med.  Obf. 

+  L.  de  Judicat. 

J  Loc.  cit.  &  Hippocrat.  Aphor.  62.  Se£l.  4. 

tion, 
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tion,  that  all  other  writers  have  omitted. — The 
tongue,  he  fays,  "  primum,  flava  eft  ;  fedpro- 

cedeate  tempore  nigrefcit.  Si  igitiir  per  ihitia 
riigrefcat,  celeriores  iunt  libcrationes  ;  fi  verb 
poftea,  tardiores  * ."  Which  is  exaclly  the 
cafe  in  the  yellow  fever. 

Trallian  fays,  in  the  genuine  caufus  the 
tongue  is  black,  hut  not  in  the  fpurious  caufus  ; 
yet  he  confiders  the  latter  as  the  moft  dangerous 
difcafc  -j-  :  and  Lommius  {peak's  of  the  danger 
of  the  tongue  being  firft  dry,  then  rough,  then 
black  and  foul  {. 

Hippocrates  mentions  in  other  places,  fomc 
circumltanccs  not  enumerated  in  his  defcrip- 
tion  of  the  Caufus,  that  will  be  taken  notice  of 
hereafter,  which  we  find  correfpond  with  the 
yellow  fever  ;  and  are  convincing  proofs  that 
he  had  feen  fevers  attended  with  a  vomiting  of 
black  blood  (what  the  ancients  fometimes 
termed  black  bile),  as  in  his  prognoftics  he 
often  mentions  the  fatality  of  that  fymptom  ; 
and  fome  that  were  equally  rapid  with  this 
difeafe. 

*  Lib.  dc  Diebus  Judieatotris,  Gap.  5. 
tUb.XII.Cap.  3. 

1  Loc.  cit 
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Of  the  Caufus,  he  fays,  "  Febris  Ardens  fit, 
quum  reficcatae  venulae  tempore  aeftivo,  acres 
et  biliofos  ichoras  ad  fe  attraxerint :  ac  febris 
multa  detinet,  corpufque  quemadmodum  ab 
olTearia  laffitudine  affectum,  laborat,  ^oletque. 
Fit  plerumque  turn  ex  longo  itinere,  turn  longa 
fiti,  quum  arefa&oe  venulas  acres  calidafque 
fluxiones  ad  fe  attraxerint.  Fit  vero  lingua 
afpera,  et  ficca,  valdeque  nigra  ;  partiumque 
ventris  morfu  dolet ;  dejeftiones  turn  liquidae, 
turn  pallidas  iiunt  ;  fitis  adeft  vehemens,  et 
vigiliae,  atque  interdum  mentis  alienationes  *.'* 

He  obferves,  alfc,  "  febris  et  fitis  vehemens 
afficit,  lingua  afpera  et  nigra,  fpiritus  fane  ca- 
lore  redditur,  color  aliquantulum  biliofus  fit, 
et  fputa  biliofa.  Atque  aegro  exteriora  frigida 
funt,  interiora  vero  admodum  calent  -}-." 

He  fays  there  is  another  fpecies  of  Caufus^ 
in  which,  "  alvus  fubducitur ;  fiti  fcatet ;  lingua 
afpera,  ficca,  falfa  ;  urinae  fupprefiio  ;  vigilia ; 
extrema  refrigerata  p" 

*  De  Acut.  Morb.  Vi&u,  Se&.  4.  Art.  1,  2,  3,  4. 

f  De  Affe&ionibus,  Lib.  Cap.  3. 

X  De  Acut.  Morb.  Vi&u,  Se&.  4.  Art.  13.  14. 
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Of  the  two  fpccics  of  this  difeafe,  mentioned 

by   Hippocrates,  Galen  denominates    one  a 

genuine,  and  the  other  a  fpurious  caufus  :  one 
was  fuppofed  to  proceed  from  bile,  the  other 
from  phlegm.  In  the  former,  the  tongue  was 
black  ;  in  the  latter  not.  Trallian,  and 
other  writers,  have  adopted  this  diftinction. 
Galen  alio  remarks,  that  the  coldnefs  of  the 
extremities  is  a  fymptom  only  of  the  fpurious 
caufus,  and  then  only  when  the  fever  is  ma- 
lignant ;  but  that  in  the  genuine,  bilious,  and 
burning  caufus,  the  heat  of  the  body  is  ex- 
tended to  the  extremities. 

He  fays,  "  Febrem  Ardentem  medicos  repcrio 
appellare,  quum  calor  hominem  exurat,  fitiique 
inexplebilis  detineat.  Quod  fi  ita  fe  habeat, 
Caufum  eum,  in  quo  corpus  non  uritur,  fitifqi  e 
levis  eft,  Caufum  o^idem  fimpliciter,  exquifi- 
tum  autem  legitimumque  non  dicemus*." 

A^et^us,  in  his  defcription  of  the  Caufus, 
fays,  "  Ignis  paffim  et  aceret  tenuis  eft;  fed 
intus  maxime.  Spiritus  tanquam  ab  igne,  ca- 
lidus  ;  aeris  vehemens  attract io,  frigidi  cupi- 
ditas,   lingua  arida,  in  labiis  et  cute  fqualor  ; 

*  In  Lib.  Hipp,  de  Acut.  Morb.  Vi&u,  Com.  4.  Art.  13. 

algent 
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algent  extrema,  lotium  quam  biliofiffimum, 
infomnietas,  arteriarum  motu  crebri,  parvi, 
imbeceili  ;  oculi  puri,  lucentes,  fubrubri ;  fa- 
des bene  colorata."* 

i 

"  0^°^  fi  morbus  ulterius  crefcat,  omnia 
majora  et  fcviora  fiunt.  Arteriae  minimis  mo- 
tibus  et  creberrimis  agitantur  ;  ignis  aridifiimus 
et  accerrimusi  Mens  delirat,  omnia  ignorat. 
Siticulofi  fiunt,  omnia  frigida  attradtare  cupi- 
unt,  parietem,  veftem,  pavimentum,  humorem. 
Manus  frigent,  fed  palmas  perquam  calidas. 
Ungues  livent.  Spiratio  crebra  eft ;  rofcidus  hu- 
mor circa  frontem  et  jugula.  Quum  ad  fum- 
mam  ariditatem  caloremque  corporis  natura 
pervenerit,  turn  calidum  in  frigidum,  fqualor 
in  imbrem  convertitur.  Rerum  namque  ad 
maximam  molem  incrementa  in  contrarium 
ftatum  prolabuntur.  Ubi  ergo  naturae  nexus 
foluti  fuerint  ea  fyncopa  eft.  Tunc  fudor  in- 
gens  toto  corpore  funditur,  et  nullo  pacto  com- 
pefcitur.  Spiratio  frigida  eft,,  vapor  e  naribus 
miiltus  exhalat.  Siti  non  vexantur ;  caetera 
enim  exaruerunt  ?  quinetiam  alia  inftumenta 
fitiunt,  os  et  gula  ;  urina  tenuis  et  aquea  red- 
ditur.  Alvus  plurimum  adftricta  eft  ;  non- 
nunquam  tamen  pauca  quxdam  biliofa  defcen- 
dunt.     Copiofa  et   aliena  humiditas  redundat, 

offa 
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ofla  quoquc    tabefccntia   diffluunt,  et  undique, 
Ut  in  iluminc,  ad  cxtcriora  omnia  dilabuntjOT.*" 

Lommius,  in  enumerating  the  fymptoms, 
has  taken  in  ibme,  omitted  by  Aret^eus,  in 
the  preceding  relation. — "  Summo  incendio 
corpus  extorretur,  idque  intus  magis  quam 
foris.  Accedit  pertinax  vigilia,  et  profundior 
interdum  fomnus.  Lingua  arida,  et  crafla,  et 
afpera,  iiibnigraque  et  amara  eft.  Spiritus 
difficillime  trahitur,  incipit  affici  morfu  ftoma- 
chus,  cibique  cupiditas  perit,  vehemens  turn 
fitis,  turn  aeftus  prxcordiorum  eft.  Alvus  aliis 
foluta,  aliis  compreffa  eft.  I  pie  a:ger  penitus 
inquietus  morbum  male  fuftinet,  frequentique 
iubinde  delirio  perturbatur.  Hoc  febris  genus, 
quoniam  fumme  vehemens  eft,  brevi  finitur. 
Itaque  fi  protinus  ab  initio  figna  exhibet  bona, 
plerifque  omnibus  quarto  die  folvitur,  nullis 
poft  feptimum  manet.  Turn  vero  aut  vomitio 
fit,  aut  alvus  profluit,  fudorve  ex  omni  cor- 
pore,  aut  fanguis  e  naribus  fertur  f ." 

Notwithftanding  that  degree  of  caufus  which 
we  call  the  Yellow  Fever,  appears  from  the  na- 
ture ofthediieafe  to   be  indigenous  to  the  tor- 

*  De  Cauf.  et  Sign.  Acut.  Morb.  Lib.  II.  Cap,  4. 
t  Lib.  I.  Med.  Obf. 

D  d  rid 
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rid  zone,  there  was  no  notice  taken  of  it  in  the 
Weft-Indies  until  nearly  two  centuries  had 
elapfed  from  their  difcovery. 

Ulloa    fays,  "  the  Vomit o    Prieto    was  un- 
known at  Carthagena,  and  all  along  the  coaft, 
till  the  years    1729  and  1730.     In   1729    Don 
Domingo   °fujliniani,  Commodofe  of  the  Guar  da 
Cojias,  loft  lo  confiderable  a  part  of  his   fhips 
companies  at  Santa  Martha,  that  the  furvivors 
were  ftricken  with   aftonifhment  and  horror  at 
the  havock   made   among  their  comrades.     In 
1730,  when    the  galleons  under  Don  Manuel 
Lopez  Pintado  came  to  Carthagena,   the  feamen 
were  Seized  with  the  fame  dreadful  mortality  ; 
and  fo   fudden  were  the  attacks  of  the  diSeaSe, 
that  perfons  walking  about  one  day,  were  the 
next  carried  to  their  graves.     Unhappily,  after 
all  the  experiments  of  the  furgeons  of  the  gal- 
leons, and  phyficians  of  the  country,  no  good 
method   of  treating  the  difeafe   has  been  dis- 
covered ;  no  Specific  for  curing  it,  nor  preser- 
vative againftit  *." 

Warren,  though  he  lived  at  Barbadoes  in 
r  739,  SuppoSes  it  never  appeared  in  that  ifland, 
until  about  the  year  1721,  and  that  it  was  then 


Voyage  to  South  America,  Book  I.  Chap.  5. 
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brought  from  Martinique,  in  the  Lvn?i  man  of 
war.  He  fays,  the  fecond  appearance  of  it 
there,  was  in  1733,  and  that  it  then  came  alio 
from  Martinique, 

He  undertakes  to  {hew,  that  it  is  a  difeafe  of 
Afuitic  cxtracl,  and  fays,  that  "  a  Provencale 
fleet  arrived  at  Port  St.  Pierre  in  Martinique 
from  Marfeilles  on-board  of  which  were  feveral 
bales  of  Levant  goods,  which  were  taken  in  at 
Marfeilles,  from  a  ihip  juft  arrived  from  St* 
Jean  D'  Acre  (probably  the  Ptolemais  of  the  an- 
cients). Upon  opening  thefe  bales  of  goods  at 
Port  St.  Pierre,  this  diftemper  immediately 
(hewed  itfelf,  many  of  the  people  were  inflantly 
feized,  fome  died  almoft  fuddenly,  others  in  a 
few  days,  and  fome  lingered  longer  ;  and  the 
contagion  ftill  fpreading,  made  great  havock 
at  the  beginning." — He  fays  he  had  this  ac- 
count from  Mr.  Nelfon,  an  Engliih  furgeon, 
who  was  feized  with  the  difeafe  in  Martinique, 
and  died  of  it  a  few  days  after  his  arrival  at 
Barbadoes, 

He  fays,  it  is  "  probable  that  the  fame  fever, 
or  one  of  very  near  refemblance  and  affinity, 
may  firft  have  been  carried  among  the  Ameri- 
can Spaniards  (among  whom  it  is  now  ende- 
mic), in   fomewhat   a   like  manner ;  and  that 

D  d  2  poffibly 
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poflibly  fome  peculiar  qualities  in  the  air  and 
climate  might  have  foftered  and  maintained  it 
there  ever  fince." 

And  yet,  he  fays,  fea-faring  people  and  new- 
comers are  mod  obnoxious  to  it ;  "  fdch  as  had 
purer  blood,  and  probably  lefs  aduft  than  that 
of  the  natives  ;  or  of  thofe  whole  conftitutions 
had  been,  for  many  years,  fitted  and  habitu- 
ated to  the  climate  *.*' 

How  a  climate  fhould  fofter  a  difeafe,  and  a 
contagious  one,  and  the  natives  of  that  climate 
be  exempt  from  it,  I  cannot  comprehend  :  but 
the  whole  ftory  is  fabulous,,  therefore  it  is  un- 
neceffary  to  reafon  en  it. 

Towne,  who  pracliied  in  Barbadoes*  and 
who  wrote  on  the  difeafes  of  that  illand  before 
him,ini726,  takes  not  the  leaft  notice  of  this  chi- 
merical origin  of  the  Yellow  Fever,  but  confiders 
it  as  an  endemical  diieaie  in  the  Weft-Indies  ;  to 
which  Europeans  are  fubject  on  their  firft  ar- 
rival :  and  Hit  laky,  who  wrote  long  after  both 
of  them,  in  1  759,  fays,  it  is  "  indigenous  to  the 
Weft-India  iflands,  and  that  it  moft  commonly 
feizes  ftrangers,efpecially  thofe  who  come  from  a 

*  Pages  5  and  6. 
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colder  or  more  temperate  climate.*1      He  I 
M  a  better  inquiry  would  have  informed  War- 

ken  that  this  fever  had  appeared  in  Barba- 
does,  and  the  other  Weft-India  iilands,  many 
years  before  ;  for  feveral  judicious  practitioners 
who  were  then,  and  now  are  living  (about  the 
year  1760),  whofe  bnfinefs  was  vifiting  thefiek, 
fome  of  them  almoft  eighty  years  of  age,  who 
remember  to  have  feen  this  fever  frequently  in 
this  ifland,  not  only  many  years  before  that 
time,  but  many  years  before  that  learned  gen- 
tleman came  to  it*." 

Hughes,  who  was  not  himfelf  a  medical  man, 
fays,  in  his  Natural  Hiftory  of  Barbadoes,  in 
1750,  "  doctor  Gamble  remembers  that  it  was 
very  fatal  here  in  the  year  1691,  and  that  it 
was  then  called  the  New  Dijle?nper,  and  after- 
wards Kendal" s  Fever,  the  Peftilential  Fever,  and 
the  Bilious  Fever.  The  fame  fyrnptoms  did 
not  always  appear  in  all  patients,  nor  alike  in 
every  year,  when  it  vifited  us.  It  is  moft 
commonly  rife  and  fatal  in  May,  June,  July, 
and  Auguft,  and  then  moftly  among  ftrangers  ; 
though  a  great  many  of  the  inhabitants  in  the 
year  1696,  died  of  it  ;  and  a  great  many  at 
different  periods  flnce,i'.,, 

*  Page  144.  f  Page  37. 
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Warren,  pofitive  as  to  the  origin  and  pefti- 
lential  nature  of  this  fever,  invented  a  treat- 
ment (in  which  bleeding  was  feldom  or  never 
to  be  performed,  and  the  patient  to  take  heat- 
ing alexipharmics,  and  to  be  covered  up  with 
blankets)  confidently  erroneous  with  his  pa- 
thological principles.  Yet  among  all  this  per- 
verfioh  cf  reafon^  the  rays  of  an  excellent  un- 
derflanding  frequently  break  forth,  through 
the  clouds  of  hypothetical  chaos. 

But  Warren  addreffed  his  book  to  Mead, 
whofe  tenets  he  had  imbibed  ;  and  Mead  was 
the  Archimedes  of  phyfic  : — give  him  but  his 
pofition,  and  the  whole  ^Efculapian  world  was 
turned  upon  the  axis  of  a  fyllogifm. — Nature 
was  in  thole  days  empiricifm,  and  contagion 
and  infection  were  fafhionable  doftrines. 

Thucydides  ventured  only  the  reputation  of 
common  report,  in  tracing  the  plague  of 
Athens  through  Africa  and  Egypt,  down  from 
Ethiopia*.     But  Matth.eus  Villanus,  and 

Mead 

*  Diodorus  Siculus,  Lib.  XII.  Cap.  7.  gives  a  very 
rational  account  of  that  diftemper.  He  fays,  "  The  Athenians 
during  this  incurfion,  durft  not  come  into  the  field,  but  kept 
clofe  within  the  walls  of  their  city  ;  by  reafon  whereof  a  great 

plague 
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Mead,   ventured  much    farther  ;    the    former 

found  no   difficulty    in    bringing    the    plague, 

which 

plague  raged  among  them.  For  a  multitude  of  all  forts  of 
people  being  crowded  together,  it  may  be  realbnably  con- 
cluded, that  through  the  ftraightnefs  of  the  places,  the  air 
was  corrupted  and  caufed  the  infection."  And  of  the  fecond 
plague,  he  fays,  4t  Abundance  of  rain  had  fallen  in  the 
winter,  by  reafon  whereof  the  earth  being  over-wet  in  many 
places,  cfpecially  in  low  and  hollow  grounds,  the  water  lay 
like  ftanding  pools  ;  and  thole  being  putrefied  and  corrupted 
by  the  heat  of  the  fummer,  thence  proceeded  a  mift  of  grofs 
and  (linking  vapours,  which  corrupted  the  air,  as  it  often 
happens  about  filthy  marfhes ;  and  befides,  the  want  of  food 
much  advanced  the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe,  for  the  year  be- 
fore, the  fruits,  by  too  much  rain,  were  crude  and  unwhole- 
fome." 

"  There  was  likewife  a  third  caufe  of  this  diftemper,  which 
was  this.  The  Etcftanw'mds  (northern  winds),  which  come  at 
dated  and  certain  times  of  the  year,  did  not  blow  this  fum- 
mer, by  whofe  gentle  breezes  the  violent  heafwas  conftantly 
allayed,  before,  at  other  times  ;  fo  that  the  heat  being  now 
exceilive,  and  the  air  as  it  were  inflamed,  mens'  bodies  now 
wanting  the  ufual  refreihment,  contracted  an  evil  habit,  from 
whence  arofe,  through  the  vehement  and  immoderate  heat, 
all  forts  of  burning  diftempers  ;  and  hence  it  was  that  many 
feized  with  thisd.feafe,  to  free  themfelves  from  the  burning 
heat  that  was  in  their  bodies,  call  themfelves  into  pits  and 
wells.  In  the  beginning  of  the  diftemper,  before  the  fun 
arofe,  through  the  coldnefs  of  the  air  that  came  from  the 
water,  their  bodies  would  (hake  and  tremble  ;  but  about 
noon,  being  fo  clofc,  and  fliut  up  together,  they  were  fuf- 
focated  witn  heat.  At  firit,  catarrhs  and  fwellings  of  the 
throat  came  o;i,  caufed  by  the  flench    of  the  bodies  that  lay 

D  d  4  unburied, 
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which  originated  in  Venice  1348,  from  Greece; 
and  the  latter  in  making  the  Sudor  Anglicanus 
a  mutilated  plague,  and  tranfporting  it  from 
the  fiege  of  Rhodes  by  the  Turks,  notwith- 
flanding  the  difeafe  appeared  five  times,  after 
long  intervals,  in  this  country,  where  it  un- 
queftionably  was  a  genuine  endemic.  How- 
ever, neither  of  thefe  two  gentlemen  would,  I 
believe,  have  ventured  to  follow  the  contagion 
of  the  yellow  fever  from  Paleftine  to  Marfeilles, 
and  from  Marfeilles  over  the  Atlantic  Ocean, 
to  the  Weftern  World. 

unburied,  and  the  putrefaction  of  the  foil.  Then  followed 
fevers,  pains  in  the  back,  heavinefs  of  the  loins,  dyfenteries, 
blotches,  and  boils,  over  the  whole  body.  Thus  weie  they 
tormented  by  the  plague.  Others  were  ftricken  mad,  and 
ran  about  the  camp  like  wild  beafts,  and  beat  everv  perlon 
they  met.  All  help  of  phyficians  was  in  vain,  both  by  reafon 
of  the  violence  of  the  diftemper,  and  the  fudden  difpatch  it 
made  of  many  ;  for  in  the  midft  of  great  pains  and  hor.ible 
torments,  they  died,  commonl  v  on  the  fifth,  or  at  mo  ft  on 
the  fixth  day.  But  the  Athenians  judged  that  fo  grievous  a 
diftemper  was  from  God,  and  therefore,  according  to  the 
charge  given  them  by  the  oracle,  they  purged  the  ifland  of 
Deiosy  which  was  formerly  dedicated  to  Jpcllo,  now  polluted 
as  they  conceived,  by  burying  many  dead  bodies  there. 
Therefore  all  the  graves  of  the  dead  were  dug  up,  and  the 
urns  were  tranfported  into  the  next  ifland,  Rbene  ;  and  a  law 
was  made  that  it  fhould  not  be  lawful  for  any,  for  the  time  to 
come,  either  to  bury,  or  to  bear  a  child  in  Delos." 

A  French 
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A  French  author,  in   a  publication  in  17 
at  Paris,  intitled,  Des  Moyens  it  tonferver  la 
Santiy&c.  aux  Antilles ^  ou    Climats    Cbauds  et 
Hum'uks,  de  T  Amiriquey  [peaking  of  the  yellow 

fever,  fays,  Wk  ;v "ctoit  une  forte  dc  fievre  colli- 
quative tres-aigue." —  "  Cette  Maladie  qui 
etoit  contagieufe,  fut  d'abord  traitee  par  d'a- 
bondantes  faignees,  mais  fans  (occes;  on  fut 
plus  heureux  moyenriant  l'ufage  interieur  des 
acides,  et  leur  application  exterieure.  Ce  que 
nous  avancons  ici  n'eft  que  fur  le  rapport  des 
autres  ;  cette  maladie  n'exiftoit  plus  a  notre 
arrivee  aux  Antilles  *." 

It  is  impoffible  to  fay  what  could  give  this 
gentleman  an  idea  that  the  application  and 
ufe  of  acids  would  cure  the  Telloiv  Fever  ^  or 
what  could  induce  him  to  fuppofe  it  was  ex- 
tinct ;  but  the  following  curious  queftions  are 
not  to  be  omitted.  They  will  ferve  as  a  full 
fample  of  their  author's  knowledge,  and  juftify 
the  leaving  him,  for  fomething  more  relative 
to  our  fubjecl. 

"  Quellesont  etc  fes  caufes  qui  probablement 
n'ont  ete  que  paflageres  ?  Quelles  ont  ete  celles 

*  Page  50. 

de 
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de  fon  extinction  t  Les  caufes  de  cette  maladie 
exiftoient-elles  dans  le  pays  r  Se  rencontroient- 
eHes  dans  les  batimens  ?  Ou  etoit-ce.dans  l'at- 
mofphere  qu'on  traverloit  dans  la  route  *  ?" 

In  the  Endemial  Caufus  of  the  Weft-Indies, 
fome  of  thofe  fymptoms  which  have  given 
names  to  the  difeafe,  are  now  but  feldom  feen, 
unlefs  when  the  patient  has  applied  for  advice 
too  late,  or  where  improper  advice  has  been 
unfortunately  purfued  :  nor  did  I  ever  fee,  or 
hear  of  an  inftance,  which  Lind  fuppofes  may 
happen,  that  the  "  Black  Vomit  may  attack  a 
man,  when  newly  arrived  there,  without  any 
previous  complaint  ■{•;"  nor  of  this  difeafe  com- 
ing on  with  "  an  uneafy  itching  fenfation  com- 
monly in  the  legs,  and  upon  pulling  down  the 
ftockings,  ftreams  of  thin  diffolved  blood  fol- 
lowed, a  ghaftly  yellow  colour  quickly  diffufed 
itfelf  over  the  whole  body,"  &c.  \>  The  for- 
mer, unqueftionably,  is  a  fymptom  of  the 
Endemial  Caufus,  though  not.  at  the  period  of 
it  Lind  fuggefts  ;  but  the  latter  is  no  fymptom 
of  this  difeafe,  nor,  I  believe,  of  any  other. 

* 

That  the   black  vomiting  appears  earlier  in 
fome  cafes  than  in   others,  is  certain  ;  and  the 

age  30.  t  Page  129.  J  Page  143. 

earlier 
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earlier   it  appears,  the   greater  certainty  there 
is  in  the  prognoftic  of  immediate  death*. 

From  the  various  names  given  to  this  difeafc, 
improperly  taken  from  its  ultimate,  and  not 
from  its  primary  fymptoms,  many  difficulties 
have  arifen  to  young  practitioners,  and  to 
(tranters  in  the  Weft-Indies  :  and  this  con- 
fufion  of  terms  has  often  been  productive  of 
fatal  confequences  in  practice. 

Towne  calls  it,  Febris  Ardens  Biliofa  ;\Var- 
ren,  a  Malignant  Fever  ;  and  Hillary,  a  Pu- 
trid Bilious  Fever.    - 

Warren  attacks  Towne,  and  Hillary 
attacks  Warren,  refpecting  the  propriety  of 
terming  it  bilious.  I  think  I  mav  venture 
to  affert  that  neither  of  them  has  decided, 
whether  bile  is  the  caufe  or  the  conference  of 
the  difeafe  f . 

Towne  appears  to  me  to  have  had  a  more 
correct  idea  of  the  difeafe  than  Hillary;  and 
Warren,  I  think,  except  in  his  deicription  of 

*  Quibufcunque  morbis  incipientibus,  fi  bilis  atra  furfum, 
aut  deorfum  prodeat,  lethale. 

Hippocrat.  Aphor.  22.  Se£t.  4. 
t  Vide  p.  126,  &  127. 

the 
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the  fymptoms,  had  fcarcely  any   idea   of  it  at 
all.  ' 


It  is  my  opinion  that  the  importance  of  the 
name  of  this  fever,  has  not  been  fufficiently 
confidered  ;  and  Hillary,  though  he  difap- 
proves  of  the  appellation  which  fome  have 
given  to  it,  evades  the  fubjedt  himfelf,  as  a 
difpute  only  about  words. 

I  own  I  differ  from  him  widely  ;  for  among 
the  mifchiefs  which  attend  mifnaming  this  fe- 
ver, or  giving  it  a  name  that  conveys  no  idea 
of  its  firft  appearance,  a  ftranger  will  not 
know  tvhat  difeafe  it  is  when  he  fees  it,— until 
accompanied  by  its  fatal  attendants,  a  yellow 
fkin  and  black  vomiting. 

If  this  difeafe  be  called  a  Malignant  Fever, 
the  idea  which  is  annexed  to  a  malignant  dif- 
order,  will  influence  the  treatment  of  it ;  fuch 
practice  as  is  neceffary  in  an  inflammatory  dif- 
eafe, will  never  be  thought  of  here,  and  the 
fame  miftakes  will  be  committed  by  others,  as 
were  committed  by  Warren  ;  who,  from 
thinking  it  not  only  malignant,  but  pejlilential 
and  contagious^  inftead  of  bleeding,  and  pur- 
ine 


O  F      T  II   B      W  E  S  T-J   N  I)  IKS.  413 

ging,  on  which  in  the  beginning, the  cure  folely 

depends,  he  began  by  covering  the  patient  up, 
and  ftirling  him  with  bed-clothes,  and  alcxi- 
phurmics,  which  muft,  as  Hughes  obferves, 
"   luive  very  often  failed  *." 

If  it  be  denominated  a  Putrid  Bilious  Fever, 
what  perfon  in  treating  a  putrid  fever,  would 
think  of  large  and  repeated  bleeding  in  the 
beginning  ? — If  it  w^ere  a  putrid  bilious  fever, 
fuch  practice  would  certainly  be  improper  ; 
therefore,  furely  this  term  alfo  muft  have  an 
injurious  tendency. 

I  have  ufed  the  word  yellow  in  compliance 
with  cuftom  ;  but  I  even  diftruft  that  name  : 
as  the  inexperienced  may  be  looking  out  for 
that  appearance,  and  not  find,  until  it  is  too 
late,  the  difeafe  he  has  to  contend  with. 
Indeed  the  yellownefs  of  the  fkin,  like  the  black 
vomiting,  is  not  an  invariable  fymptom  of  this 
fever  ; — thofe  who  are  fortunate  enough  to  re- 
cover, feldom  have  it  ;  and  many  die  without 
its  appearance.  Befides,  the  yellownefs  alone, 
leads  to  nothing  certain  ;  it  may  arife  from  an 
inoffenfive  fuffufion  of  bile,  as  well  as  from  a 
gangrenous  ftate  of  the  blood. 

*  Hift.  of  Barbados,  page  39. 

The 
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The  term  to  exprefs  a  difeafe  by,  fhould 
agree  with  fome  circumftances  that  characterize 
its  attack,  or  firft  appearance.  The  circum- 
ftances which  characterize  this,  agree  with  no 
fever,  but  the  Caufus.  Befides,  this  difeafe  is 
no  more  putrid,  than  the  fmall-pox,  or  any 
other  acute  difeafe ;  which  may,  after  it  has 
paffed  its  inflammatory  period,  change  to  pu- 
trefaction, and  end  in  death,  with  an  extraor- 
dinary degree  of  difTolution  of  the  fluids. 

The  truth  is,  that  this  difeafe  is  in  the  high- 
eft  degree  pofllble,  an  inflammatory  one  ;  ac- 
companied with  fuch  fymptoms,  in  a  greater 
extent,  as  attend  all  inflammatory  fevers,  and 
moft  ftrikingly  the  reverfe  of  any  difeafe  that  is 
putrid,  or  of  one  continued  exacerbation  *. 
It  obeys  no  particular  feafon  of  the  year  ;  and 
attack3  alfo  fuch  people,  and  under  fuch  cir- 
cumftances, as  are  leldom  the  objects  of  pu- 
trid difeafes. 

In  the  hiftory  of  this  fever,  a  multitude 
befides   thofe  whom  I  have  named,  have  tried 

*"DifFert  autem  febris  ardens  a  continente  putrida,  eo 
quod  hsEC  ex  fanguine  putrefafto  conflatur,  et  a  principio 
ufque  in  fin  em  unam  babet  exacerbationem."  A^tius, 
Tetr.  2,  Se/m.  I,  Cop.  77, 

their 
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their  ftrength,  in  vain;   having  done  nothing 

more  than  copy  thofe  originals  :  m  ith  the  ad- 
dition, perhaps,  of  ibme  trifling  medicine, 
or  unimportant  obfervation.  But  the  fymp- 
toms  have  always  been  better  deieribed,  than 
the  difeafe  has  been  treated. 

An  attentive  obferver  may  defcribe  a  difeafe, 
though  he  may  not  know  how  to  treat  it  pro- 
perly ;  for  though  there  can  be  but  one  way 
thatisjuft,  in*  defcribing  a  difeafe,  conform- 
ably to  the  fteadinefs  which  nature  always  ob- 
ferves, — yet  there  may  be  feveral  ways  of  curing 
it  ;  which  nature  hcrfelf  adopts,  and  in  which 
file  is  not  conftant. 

People  from  colder  climates,  NoHi-Ame- 
ricans  and  Europeans,  on  their  arrival  in  the 
Weft-Indies,  as  I  have  obferved  already  in 
another  place  *,  are  fubjeft  to  what  is  called  a 
Seafcning.  This  feafoning  is  underftood  to  be 
the  firft  illnefs  they  are  attacked  with  ;  which, 
unlefs  they  live  very  temperately,  or  are  in  a 
proper  habit  of  body,  though  fomc  people  are 
unmolefted  for  many  months,  feldom  fufrers 
them  to   remain    long  before  it  makes  its  ap- 

•  Page  113, 

pearancc, 
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pearance,  in  fome  mode  or  other  ;  particularly 
if,  at  firft,  they  expofe  themielves  in  a  fhower 
of  rain,  or  too  long  in  the  fun,  or  in  the  night- 
air  ;  or  when  the  body  is  much  heated,  if  they 
drink  large  draughts  of  cold  liquors,  or  bathe 
in  cold  water  ;  or  ufe  much  exercife  ;  or  com- 
mit excefs  in  drinking  wine  or  fpirits  ;  or  by 
heating  the  body  and  inflaming  the  blood  ;  or 
by  fubjecting  themfelves  to  any  caule,  that  may 
fuddenly  check  perfpiration, — which  at  firft  is 
generally  excefiive. 

"  Scio  equidem  nonnullos  ob  liberalem  vini 
aqua  marina  diluti  potionem,  Caufo  fuiffe  cor- 
reptos  ;  veluti  et  alios  ob  falfamentorum,  fal- 
farumque  carnium  atque  aliorum  quorundam 
falforum  efum  immoderatum  ;  alius  ex  ambu- 
latione  et  aeftu  veniens,  primum  quidem  lavit 
fe,  deinde  domum  perduclus,  vini  mixti  plus 
bibit,  coepitque  protinus  affici  Caufo ;  alius 
autem  ob  vehementem  excandefcentiam,  et 
alius  ob  vigilias  Caufum  incurrerunt  *." 

Some  people,  from  a  favourable  ftate  of 
body,  have  no  feafoning.  Thin  people,  and 
very  young  people,  are  moft  likely   to  efcape 

*  Galen,  Com.  4,  in  lib.  Hipp,  de  Acut.  Morb.  Vi£lu, 
Art.  3. 


It. 
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it.  Women  generally  do  from  their  tempe- 
rance, and  perhaps  their  menftruatiori  contri- 
butes to  their  iecurity  ;  indeed  hot  climates  arc 
favourable  to  the  delicacy  of  their  habits,  and 
initahle  to  their  modes  of  life.  Some  efcape 
by  great  regularity  of  living;  fome,  by  the 
breaking  out  of  the  raih,  called  the  Prickly 
Heat  ;  fome  by  a  great  degree  of  perfpiration  ; 
and  fome  by  obiervinir  a  cooling  regimen. 

The  diforders  are  various  that  conftitute  this 
feaibning  of  new-comers ,  as  they  are  called  ;  de- 
pending on  age,  conftitution,  and  habit  of 
bod}". 

But  all  feafoning;  difeafes  are  of  the  inflam- 
matory  kind  ;  and  yield  to  antiphlogiitic  treat- 
ment proportioned  to  their  violence. — In  this 
general  pofition,  1  do  not  include  the  derange- 
ments which  may  happen  to  habits,  naturally, 
or  from  difeafe,  at  variance  with  hot  climates. 

Subjects  moil  likely  to  be  attacked  by  the 
E?ide?nial  Caufus,  are  the  florid,  thegrofs,  the 
plethoric; — that  fort  of  ftrong,  full,  youthful 
people  with  tenie  fibres,  who  in  England  (to 
ufe  a  vulgarifm)  are  faid  to  refemble  the  pic- 
ture of  health.  In  fhort,  fo  are  all  perlbns 
who  are  of  an  inflammatory  diathefis,  and  do 
not  perlpirc  freely. 

E  e  That 
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That  this  fever  fhould  be  called  by  the 
French  la  Fievre  Matelotte,  I  think  is  very  na- 
tural ;  and  that  failors,  who  eat,  drink,  and 
fleep  fo  much  at  fea,  and  ufe  no  exercife,  being 
always  of  a  grofs  habit  of  body,  fhould  be  at- 
tacked with  it  more  than  other  new-comers  fo 
the  Weft-Indies.  The  heat  and  dampnefs  of 
harbours,  generally  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
marfhes,  and  expofed  to  land  winds  at  nights  ; 
the  labour  on-board  of  vefTels  in  port,  lying 
ftill  at  anchor,  in  the  fcorching  rays  of  the  fun, 
and  the  carelefsnefs  and  exceiTes  committed  by 
people  of  this  clafs,  when  they  are  on  fhore, 
after  long  voyages,  muft  always  fubject  them 
to  the  worft  evils,  climate  can  produce. 

When  a  new-comer  is  feixed  with  a  fuddea 
lofs  of  ftrength,  and  a  defire  of  changing,  for 
reft,  into  every  pofition,  without  finding'it  ia 
any,  thofe  fymptoms  which  conftitute  the  En- 
de-mial  Caufus  may  be  expected.  This  is  of 
great  coivfequence  to  be  underftood,  and  to  be 
well  remembered. 

When  a  new-comer  is  takea  ill  in  hot  cli- 
mates, an  intermiffion  is  not  to  be  waited  for  ;, 
difeafe  muft  be  ftifle<iiaits  birth* 

Suppofing; 
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Suppofing  a  perron,  anfwefing  any  of  the 
preceding  defcriptions,  jult  arrived  in  the  Weft- 
Indies,  were  to  expoi'e  himfelf  to  the  caufes 
already  mentioned,  the  probable  conferences 

would  be,  that  to-morrow  he  would  perceive 
an  hcavinefs,  a  laflitude,  an  opprettion,  and  a 
lofs  of  appetite.  This  is  the  time  to  extinguiih 
the  difeafe  ;  but  Europeans  and  North  Ameri- 
cans neglect  it,  as  they  are  not  accuftomed  at 
home  to  have  recourfe  to  medicine,  on  the  firit 
moment  of  indifpofitions. 

The  following  day,  but  fometimes  within 
twelve  hours  from  the  firft  indifpofition,  the 
violence  of  the  difeafe   will  commence  thus  :  — 

There  will  be  a  faintnefs,  and  generally  a 
giddinefs  of  the  head,  with  a  fmall  degree  of 
chillinefs  and  horror,  but  never  a  rigor  *. 
Then  immediately  will  fucceed,  an  high  degree 
of  fever,  with  great  heat,  and  ftrong  beating 
in  all  the  arteries  of  the  body,  particularly  ob- 
fervable  in  the  carotid  and  temporal  arteries  ; 
flufhings  in  the  face,  gafping  for  cool  air, 
white  tongue,  but  tinged  with  yellow,  after  the 

*  "  Cum  rigors   non   irruit.- — Neque  rigor  exacerbattones 
praeccdit."  Antics,  Tetr.  2>Serm.  I,  Cap.  77. 

E  e  2  retchings- 
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retchings  have  commenced ;  exceffive  third, 
rednefs,  heavineis,  and  burning  in  the  eves  ; 
heavineis  and  darting  pains  in  the  head,  end 
imall  of  the  back,  and  often  down  the  thighs  ; 
pulie  quick,  generally  full  and  ftrong  ;  in  iome 
cafes  quick,  low,  and  vacillating ;  fkin  hot 
and  dry,  fometimes  with  a  partial  and  momen- 
tary moifturc  ;  ficknefs  of  the  ftomach,  from 
the  firft,  which  increafes  with  the  difeafe,  and 
immediately  after  anything  is  taken  to  quench 
the  third:,  retchings  fucceed,  in  which  bilious 
matter  is  brought  up  ;  anxiety  w^ith  ftriclure, 
forenefs,  and  intenfe  heat  about  the  prsecordia  ; 
great  reftlefsnefs  ;  heavy  refpiration  ;  iighing  ; 
urine  deep  coloured,  and  but  little  in  quantity. 
This  is  the  firft  fta£e  of  the  fever,  and  may 
continue  24,  36,  48,  or  60  hours,  and  this. 
cqnftitutes  its  inflammatory  period. 

The  fecond  fta^e  begins  with  an  abatement 
of  many  of  the  preceding  fymptoms,  and  the 
rife  of  others  ;  fometimes  with  a  deceiving  tran- 
quillity, but  with  perturbation,  if  the  patient 
ihould  fall  into  a  fleep  ;  then  a  yellow  tinge  is 
obferved  in  the  eyes,  neck  and  breaft  ;  the  heat 
fubfides,  and  fometimes  with  a  chillinefs.  But 
not  with   that  fort   of  ftrong   rigor  *,  which, 

*  "  Ardente   febre  laboranti,  fuperveniente    rigore,  foluti® 
contingit."  Hippocrat.  Aphor.  58,  Se£t.  4. 

"  Febrem   autem   ardentem,    quam  Gr^ci  wmww^i  vocant, 
fubitus  horror  exolvit."  Celsus,  Lib.  II.  Cap.  8. 

when 
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when  it  happens,  terminates  the  difcafe  by 
fweat,  or  by  copious  bilious  evacuations,  up- 
wards or  downwards.     The   retchings  increafe 

and  turn  poraceous  ;  the  pulfc  flags,  hut  is 
fometimes  high,  and  fometimes  foft  ;  the  (kin 

moift  and  clammy  ;  urine  in  fmall  quantity, 
and  of  a  dark  croceous  colour  ;  the  tongue,  in 
fome  cafes,  is  dry,  harili,  and  difcoloured  ;  in 
others  it  is  furred  and  moift  ;  confuiion  in  the 
head,  and  fometrmes  delirium  ;  with  the  eves 
glaffv.  This  ftage  of  the  difeafe  fometimes 
continues  only  for  a  few"  hours,  fometimes  for 
12,   24,   36,  or  48  hours,  but  feldom  longer. 

It  is  in  the  beginning  of  this  feeond  ftage 
when  attempts  have  failed,  or  have  been  neg- 
lected in  the  inflammatory  ftage,  that  the  great 
ftruggle  is  to  be  made,  between  life  and  death. 

In  the  third  and  laft  ftage  of  the  fever,  the 
pulfe  finks  and  becomes  unequal  and  intermit- 
tent, fometimes  very  quick  ;  frequent  vomiting; 
with  great  draining  and  noife  in  vomiting,  and 
what  is  brought  up  now,  is  more  in  quantity, 
and  has  the  appearance  of  the  grounds  of  cof- 
fee, or  is  of  a  flate  colour  ;  nothing  can  be  re- 
tained in  the  fhomach  ;  difficult  breathing; 
tongue  black  ;  cold  clammy  fweats  ;  eyes  yel- 
low, and  funk  ;  yellowncfs   round  the    mouth. 

E  e  3  and 
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and  temples,  and  foon   after   over  the  whole 
body. 

This  univerfal  yellownefs  growing  deeper 
coloured,  accompanied  by  an  aggravation  of 
all  the  other  fymptoifts,  is  the  immediate  fore- 
runner of  death.  Deep  refpiration  ;  fubfultus 
tcndinum  ;  a  convulfive  kind  of  fighing  ;  black 
urine  ;  fometimes  total  fuppreffion  of  urine  ; 
death-like  coldnefs  of  the  hands,  feet  and  legs  ; 
heat  ftill  about  the  pit  of  the  ftomach  ;  deli- 
rium, and  ftrnggling  to  get  up  in  the  bed  ; 
faultering  fpeech  ;  trembling  *  blood  oozing 
from  the  mouth,  andnoftrils  ;  fometimes  from 
the  corners  of  the  eyes,  and  from  the  ears ;  vo- 
miting black  bloody  cruor  ;  ftools  the  fame  ; 
livid  fpots  about  the  body,  particularly  the 
pfaecordia  ;  hiccup  ;  muttering  ;  coma  ; — 
death. 

I  have  divided  the  difeafe  into  three  ftages, 
becaufe,  between  the  infiarpmatory  and  the  gan- 
grenous ftaie,  there  is  a  diftinct  period  of  its 
Metapiojis  ;  a  compofure  preceding  mortifica- 
tion, as  is  obferved  on  all  other  occafions, 
which  fometimes  gives  fufficient  length  of  time 
to  perform  tie  cure;  though  fometimes  it  is 
of  fo  ihort  a  deration,  that  the  patient  ruihes 
immediately,  as  foon  as  the  inflammatory  ftate 

is 
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is  pafled,  into  the  bl^ck  vomiting.  Sometimes, 
in  this  period  of  the  difeafe,  the  fymptoms  are 
fo  mild,  and  the  patient  fo  tranquil,  that  the 
difeafe  is  fuppofed  at  an  end  ;  and  all  means 
are  neglected,  or  thought  unneceiTary,  until 
the  florm  appearswhich  lucceeds  this  fatal  calm, 
arrayed  in  thofe  dreadful  forms  I  have  enu- 
merated, as  characteriftic  of  its  third  ftage,  and 
completes  the  cataftrophe. 

The  preceding  defcription  correfponds  with 
the  general  order  and  manner  of  the  difeafe, 
when  the  patient  dies  from  the  third  or  fourth, 
to  the  feventh  day.  But  many  patients  do  not 
experience  all  the  fymptoms  that  I  have  men- 
tioned, which  vary  according  to  habit  of  body  ; 
fome  inclining  to  characterize  the  genuine,  and 
fome  the  fpurious  caufus,  of  the  ancients.  Some 
have  no  chillinefs  at  firft,  nor  faintnefs,  nor 
flufhings  in  the  face,  and  the  pulfe  is  fome- 
times  deeply  depreffed,  and  not  quick ;  and 
there  aregrofs  habits  of  body  which  have  been 
attacked  in  very  fultry  weather,  in  damp  fili- 
ations, where  the  inflammatory  period  has  been 
only  of  a  few  hours  duration,  the  Meiaptofs 
has  been  fo  rapid,  that  the  black  vomiting,  and 
the  mortified  ftate,  have  unexpectedly  appeared, 
and  have  ended  the  patient  in  24,  36,  or  48 
hours.      On    the  contrary,    there    are    fome 

E  e   4  inftances 
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inftanccs  where  the  difeafe  has  been  protracted 
to  the  eighth,  ninth,  or  tenth  day  ;  and  others 
where  it  has  never  pafTed  from  the  inflamma- 
tory ftao-e ;  but  beino;  checked,  though  not 
extinguifhed,  it  has  been  lengthened  out,  and 
at  lad  converted  into  a  remittent  of  great  du- 
ration, of  moft  difficult  cure,  and  tedious  re- 
covery. 

During  all  the  periods  of  the  difeafe,  great 
heat  is  perceived  near  the  pnccordia,  and 
forenefs  and  uneafinefs  complained  of,  in  preff- 
ing  the  hand  upon  thofe  regions.  After  death, 
livid  fpots  appear  over  the  whole  body,  parti- 
cularly about  the  pnecordia,  which,  as  War- 
ren juftly  remarks,  "  feem  from  the  beginning 
to  be  the  chief  feat  and  throne  of  the  furftus 
conqueror." 

The  caufe  of  this  uniform  and  particular 
fullering  about  the  praecordia,  I  think  is  not 
what  Hillary  has  affigned  ;  that  the  parts  are 
near  to  the  "  feat  of  the  liver  and  gall-blud- 
der  ;**  and  by  no  means  proved,  though  "  the 
gall-bladder  and  its  duels  are  always  found  tur- 
gid with  poraceous,  blackiih,  and  putrescent 
bile  ;"  but  principally  from  the  contents,  or 
the  condition  of  the  ftomach  ;  at  firft  from  its 
hot,  corro five,  acrid  contents  ;  at  length  from 

inflam- 
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inflammation,  from  the**convulfive  motion  of 
inceflant  (training  and ;  vomiting.  In  ihort, 
thisvifcus  feems  to  bear  the  chief  burden  of  the 

difeafe,  while  lite  remains,  and  the  principal 
internal  veftiges  of  its  effects  after  death. 


Galen  explains  the  canfe  of  that  fenfation, 
which  is  perceived  about  the  pnecordia  in  the 
Caufus,  to  be  from  a  flux  of  acrid  humours 
thrown  on  the  adjacent  parts  *. 

At  the  end  of  the  difeafe,  the  ftomach,  in 
fome  part  or  other,  is  generally  mortified, 
where  the  black  vomiting  has  been  protracted; 
and  when  livid  fpots  have  appeared  on  the 
body  previous  to  death  :  for  on  infpefting 
many  dead  bodies  I  have  always  found  fome 
part  or  other  of  the  ftomach,  and  frequently 
the  fuperior  part  of  the  duodenum  in  a  gan- 
grenous ftate,  and  never  without  evident  marks 
of  injury  from  inflammation,  let  the  difeafe 
have  been  of  ever  fo  ihort  a  duration.  It  has 
been  laid,  that  gangrenous  fpots  have  been  ob- 
ferved  in  the  inferior  parts  of  the  curvatures 
of  a  very  confiderable  portion  of  the  inteftinal 
canal,  but  this  I  have  never  fcen. 

*  Comment.  4.  Art.  4.  in  Lib.    Kipp.  de   Acut.  Morb. 

viau. 

Thefe 
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Thefe  appearances  are  univerfally  produced 
by  a  mortal  yellow  fever  ;  but  from  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  liver,  and  gall-bladder,  though 
both  muft  be  materially  affefted  in  this  difeafe, 
there  is  no  inference  to  be  drawn  that  can  be 
depended  on.  Though  the  caufe  of  the  difeafe 
affigned  by  Galen,  certainly  favours  a  diffe- 
rent conclufion  *.  Indeed  Galen  himfelf, 
fpeaking  of  particular  fymptoms,  fuppofes  the 
Caufus  fometimes  may  have  its  feat  in  the 
ftomach,  or  liver,  nay  even  in  the  lungs  f. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  difeafe,  though  there  are 
fome  fymptoms  common  to  inflammations  of 
the  liver,  yet  there  are  more,  to  inflammations 
of  the  ftomach  ;  and  none  of  the  invariable 
fymptoms  which  diftinguifh  inflammations  of 
the  liver  from  all  other  difeafes. 

There  is  no  heavy  fixed  pain  in  the  right 
hypocondrium,  with  inflation  and  tenfion,  and 
hiccup,  as  when  the  concave  part  of  the  liver 
is  inflamed  ;  there   is   no  evident  and   painful 

*  4i  Oritur  ex  bile  non  nimis  ficca,  circa  venas  quaj  ad 
jecur  font/'     Jntrodu&io  feu  Medicus,  Cap.  13. 

f  Propterea  hcec,  in  ventre  ac  hepata  caufi  veluti  fodem  ha- 
bentibus,  aecidunt.  Verum  in  pulmone  caufi  fedem  habenti- 
bus,  haec  nonadmodum  contingunt,  &c. 

Com.  4.  Art.  4.  In  Lib.  Hipp,  de  Acut.  Morb.  Vi&u. 

enlarge- 
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enlargement  of  the  fide,  with  acute  pain  in 
breathing,  extending  up  to  the  neck,  or  top 
of  the  right  (boulder,  and  dry  cough,  hs  when 
the  convex  part  of  the  liver  is  inflamed. 

This  fever  never  terminates  in  fuppuration 
of  the  liver,  as  in  the  Hepatitis  ;  though  it  muft 
be  confefTed  it  often  does,  in  an  enormous  ex- 
cretion of  bile. 

Difledtions  have  never  difcovered  any  certain 
and  uniform  appearance  in  the  liver,  of  thofe 
who  have  died  of  this  difeafe. — In  hot  climates 
a  found  ftate  of  the  liver  is  never  to  be  ex* 
pe6led,  after  death,  whether  the  difeafe  has 
been  acute  or  chronical. — Of  the  latter  clafs  of 
difeafes,  it  is  almoft  always,  either  the  feat  or 
the  origin. 

It  is  unneceffary  to  fill  many  pages  with  a 
long  catalogue  of  prefcriptions  and  medicines, 
in  the  treatment  of  this  fever,  for  it  is  com- 
prifed  in  a  few  words,  and  almoft  as  few  me- 
dicines ;  and  requires  only  care  and  attention 
that  thofe  moments  do  not  flip  away,  that  the 
occafion  is  for  ev£r  loft,  when 

Bleeding,  Diaphoretics, 

Purging,  Blijiers,  and 

Baths,  Bark, 

ought 
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ought  to  have  been  timely  ufed,  for  the  fal- 
vation  of  the  patient's  life  ;  and  that  after- 
wards they  are  not  untimely  employed  for  its 
deftrudtion. 

If  a  perfon  newly  arrived  in  the  Weft- In- 
dies, has  fubjedted  himfelf  to  any  of  the  caufes 
which  may  produce  this  fever,  previous  to  its 
attack,  he  has  fufficient  warning  given  him,  if 
he  will  attend  to  it,  and  time  enough  in  ge- 
neral to  cure  it  by  anticipation.  For  as  foon 
as  any  heavinefs,  or  laffitude,  or  reftleffnefs,  or 
ftretching  and  yawning  is  perceived,  he  has 
reafon  to  expedt  that  they  are  the  harbingers 
of  this  tragedy  ;  and  he  fhould  immediately  be 
blooded,  and  take  a  dofe  of  falts,  and  dilute 
plentifully,  and  keep  himfelf  quiet  and  cool : 
and  after  the  operation  of  the  falts,  he  fhould 
take  fmall  dofes  of  James" *s  Powder,  live  low, 
and  drink  barley-water.  After  the  body  is 
well  evacuated,  and  cooled,  it  is  always  pru- 
dent to  take  bark. 

In  the  firft  ftage  of  the  fever,  when  it  has 
made  a  regular  attack,  when  thefe  precautions 
have  not  been  ufed,  or  when  they  have  failed, 
and  the  patient  is  no  longer  able  to  abftain 
from  his  bed,  he    fhould   be   kept  in  a  large 

room, 
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room,  as  cool  as  poffible,  covered  lightlj  With 

bed-clothes,  with  a  circulation  of  air  admittul 
into  the  room,  but  not  directly  upon,  or  ne.ir 
the  bed  ;  and  this  mull  be  obferved  throu^ 
the  whole  of  the  dileaie. — "  Amplo  conclavi 
tenendus,  quo  multum  et  purum  ae'rem  tra- 
here  poflit  ;  neque  multis  veitimentis  ftrangu- 
landus,  led  admodum  levibus  tantum  velandus 
eft*." — "Et  per  flabellum  aer  igna\  ior  con- 
citeturf ." 

Bleeding  mull  then  be  performed,  and  mull! 
be  repeated  every  fix  or  eight  hours,  or  when- 
ever the  exacerbations  come  on,  while  the 
heat,  fulneis  of  pu lie,  and  pains  continue  :  and 
if  thefe  fymptoms  be  violent  and  obitinate,  and 
do  not  abate  during  the  firit  36  or  48  hours  of 
the  fever,  bleeding  ihould  be  executed,  ufq&e  ad 
animi  deli  qui  urn. 

The  blood  taken  awav  in  the  beo-innin<r,  is 
very  florid,  and  of  the  arterial  blood  colour  ; 
and  the  furface  never  fizy,  and  feldom  con- 
tracted. 

The  intention  of  bleeding  can  be  anfwered 
«nly  by  performing  it  immediately,  and  in  the 

*  Celsus,  Curatio  Ardentis  Febris,  Lib.  III.  Cap.  7. 
t  Aetius,  Tctr.  2,  Serm.  i,Cap.  78, 

moil 
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moft  extenfive  manner  ;  which  the  high  ftate  of 
inflammation,  and  the  rapid  progrefs  of  the 
difeafe,  demand.  Taking  away  only  fix  or 
eight  ounces  of  blood,  becaufe  the  patient  may 
be  faint,  which  is  a  fymptom  of  the  difeafe,  is 
doing  nothing  towards  the  cure.— It  is  like 
Erasistratus,  giving  three  drops  of  Wine  to  a 
patient,  juftly  ridiculed  by  Celsus  *•  Where 
bleeding  is  improper,  no  blood  fhould  be  taken 
away  ; — where  it  is  proper,  that  quantity  can- 
not relieve  ;-*-and  it  is  lofing  time  which  can 
never  be  regained. 

Some  practitioners  who  have  not  been  wit- 
neffes  of  the  good  effefts  of  bleeding,  from 
never  having  taken  away  a  fufficient  quantity 
of  blood,  imagine  that  bleeding  is  not  among 
the  remedies  for  this  difeafe.  But  this  difeafe 
truly  is  not  among  thofe  that  yield  to  the  lofs 
of  a  few  ounces  of  blood  :  for  as  Botallus  ob- 
ferves  of  the  pleurify,  peripneumony,  and 
Caufus,  "  Num  huic  fatis  fuerit  miflio  fangui- 
nis  unciarum  decern  aut  duodecim  ?  non 
certe,  fed  librarum  vel  duarum  vel  etiam 
trium  -j-." 

*  Lib.  IV.  Cap.  ii. 

t  Dc  Curatione  per  Sanguinis  Miflionem. 

Bleeding, 
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Bleeding,  it  is  evident,  mud  not  be  per- 
formed in  any  other  ftage  of  the  difeaie,  than 
the  firft,  or  inflamatory  ftage  ;  but  this  has 
been  injudicioufly  done,  which  has  given  rhe 
to  the  notion,  that  a  patient  will  feldom  bear 
more  than  two  bleedings. 

Many  pra&itioners  have  been  deterred  horn 
bleeding  their  patients,  from  the  depreffion  of 
the  pulfe,  and  from  the  faintnefs  which  fomc- 
times  accompany  the  very  firft  onfet  of  thi> 
fever ;  but  here  the  pulfe  always  rifes,  and  the 
faintnefs  difappears,  as  the  heart  is  relieved 
from  its  oppreffion,  by  the  lofs  of  blood. 

Faintnefs,  and  depreffion  of  the  pulfe -here, 
are  not  to  be  confidered  like  thofe  circumftance*T 
where  putrefaction  has  commenced,  or  where 
there  has  been  long  and  fatiguing  illnefs  ;  they 
are  fymptoms  here  of  plethora,  the  reverfe  of 
inanition  ;  and  bleeding  is  advifed  for  fuch  fvn- 
copes  by  two  of  the  greateft  phyficians  the 
world  has  produced  *. 

Hippocrates  directs,  "  In  acutis  morbid 
venam  fecabis,  fi  morbus  vehemens  appareatr 

*  Aret.sus,  de  Cur.  Acut.  Morb.  Lib.  II-  Cap.  3.  and 
Alexander  ofTRALLEs,  Lib.  XII.  Cap.  3. 

et 
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et  qui  aegrotant  aetatis  vigore  fuerint,  et  virium 
rpbor  ipfis  adfuerit  %?' 

Nor  is  fainting,  during  the  operation,  anv 
reafon  for  not  repeating  it,  in  the  firft  ftage  of 
the  fever  ;  for  I  have  often  cured  it  by  bleeding; 
only.  Galen  afferts  the  fame  f  :  and  it  has 
frequently  happened  in  the  Well-Indies,  that 
accidental  bleeding  from  the  orifice,  when  a 
patient  has  fallen  afleep,  to  far  greater  quan- 
tities than  have  ever  been  directed  to  be  taken 
away,  has  carried  off  the  fever  intirely  :  and 
the  furprife  on  difcovering  a  profufion  of  blood 
in  the  bed,  has  been  changed  to  joy,  for  the 
alteration  produced  in  the  patient. 

The  efforts  of  nature  would  be  oftener  fuccefs- 
ful  than  they  are,  were  not  her  powers  totally 
overcome,  in  hot  climates.  Bleeding  at  the 
noie,  in  the  firft  ftage  of  this  fever,  has  fome- 
times  removed  it  ;  and  it  is  as  certain  a  fo- 
lution  of  this  fever,  as  it  is  of  the  Caufus  in 
Europe  i. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  difeafe,  fpontaneous 
haemorrhage    is   always   critical,    and    ihould 

*  De  Acut.  Morb.  Vittu,  Sett.  4.   Art.  17. 
f  "  Curatur,  in  principio,  fanguinis  mifrione."  Introdutt. 
feu  Medic.  Cap.  13. 

%  "  Si  fanguis  enaribus  fuxerit,  folvitur  affettio." 

Hippocrat.  de  Acut.  Morb.Vittu.  Sett.  4.  Art.  10. 

never 
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\t  be  fuppf effed  ;  afterwards  it  is  fympto- 
matical,  and  •  if  not  flopped,  the  patient  fooit 
;  under  it. 

Eruptions  about  the  lips  and  nofe,  painful 
boils,  or  phlegmons  on  the  body,  which 
always  fuppurate  unkindly,  or  an  abfeefs  form- 
ing, are  alio  critical,  and  generally  terminate 
the  difeafe*. 

Sweating,  :  i  the  firft  llage  of  the  difeafe,  is 
feldom  critical ;  for,  as  Sydenham  fays,  on  a 
fimilar  occafiott,  "  ron  a  prccvia  concoclione, 
fed  a  confufo  particularum  noxiarum  motu,  is 
eliceretur-f. 

Whenever  fweats  are  critical,  which  may 
happen  very  early  in  the  difeafe,  if  the  patient 
has  been  well  evacuated,  they  are  accompanied 
with  a  ceffation  of  vomiting,  and  a  change  of 
the  appearance  of  the  urine  ;  the  fvveating  then 
is  to  be  afTiduoufly  promoted,  and  if  preceded 
by  a  ble.jding  of  the  nofe,  it  is  a  complete 
crifis  f « 


*  n 


>c  fi  abfeeflus  aliquis  obortus  fuerit, 


HiPpocrat*  de  Acut.  Morb.  Vi&ti,  Se£h  4.  Art.  11, 

♦  p.  254. 

X  Si   iudores  fupervenerint  judicatorii  kgitimi,  cum  urinis 
albis  craffifque,  etla.vibus  fedimenti^." 

HippocnAT.de  Acnt.  Morb.  Victu,  Seft.4.  Art.  10. 

Ff  The- 
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The  ficknefs  of  the  ftomach,  >and  difagree- 
able  tafte  in  the  mouth,  indicate  the  quality, 
and  not  the  quantity  of  the  offending  fecretions. 
The  vomiting  is  from  irritation  in  the  fto- 
mach, and  not  from  plenitude.  Therefore  vo- 
mits are  never  to  be  given,  though  ftrongly 
advifed  by  Towne  : — no,  not  lb  much  as  warm 
water,  recommended  by  Hillary,  for  fear  of 
exciting  and  ftirring  up  that  terrible  operation, 
which,  when  once  begun,  no  art  can,  fome- 
times,  allay.  Neither  will  the  firft  part  of  that 
counfel  authorife  difturbing  the  ftomach  in  this 
fever,  which  advifes, 

"  Si  os  amarum  fuerit,  vomere   confert,  e.t 
alvum  fubluere  *  ;" — 

For  it  will  be  found  that  the  naufea  and   vo- 
miting will  not  only  remain, 

"  Verum  fi  adhaec  non  folvatur  .  .  *  .  pur- 
gatof," 

but  the  ftomach  will  be  fo  aggravated,  that  no 
purgative  can  be  retained  :  it  will  be  thrown 
up  the  inftant  it  is  taken,  and  the  only  means 

*  Hippocrat.  de  Acut.  Morb.ViiTui,  Sett.  4.  Ait.  6. 
t  Hipfocrat.  deAcut,  Morh.Vi«5lu,  SC&.4.  Art.  7. 

that 
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that  can  remove    thefe   fymptoms,  will   be  de- 
feated. 


The  aphorifm,  "  incipientibus  morbis,  fi 
quid  movendum  fit,  move,"  is  no  more  a  rea- 
son for  giving  a  vomit  than  a  purge  ;  and  the 
operation  mult  correfpond  with  the  nature  of 
the  difeafe. 

How  often  have  I  fceii,  and  lamented,  the 
effects  of  emetic  tartar,  given  to  remove  the 
fuppofed  caufe  of  the  treacherous  fymptom  of 
vomiting  ! — Even  in  flight  degrees  of  fever  in 
the  Weft-Indies,  in  young  plethoric  fubjects 
newly  arrived,  the  ftomach  has  been  fometimes 
deftroyed  by  it.  Inftead  of  removing  the  irri- 
tating ficknefs  in  this  fever,  or  exciting  a  dia- 
phorefis,  a  fpafm  has  been  produced  in  the 
ftomach  ;  inceffant  vomiting  ;  inflammation  ; 
the  veffels  of  the  thorax  and  head  have  been 
ftifled  with  blood  ;  and  the  patient  has  vomited 
away  his  life. 

Nature's  index  here  is  mifconceived.  It  is 
for  affiftance  that  (lie  makes  thefe  -ftruggles, 
(hewing  that  the  part  is  fuffering  destruction. 
It  is  not  an  indication  that  her  oppreflions  are 
leaving  her  in  that  manner  :  for  who  ever  faw, 

F  f  2  or 
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or  ever  heard  of  a  crifis  from  inceffant  vomit- 
ing ? 


When  a  fufficient  quantity  of  blood  has  been 
taken  away,  which  is  never  done,  let  the  pa- 
tient's habit  be  what  it  may,  while  the  heat, 
reiterated  exacerbations,  flufhings  in  the  face, 
thirft,  pains  in  the  head,  and  burning  in  the 
eyes,  remain, — the  next  ftep  is  to  evacuate  the 
contents  of  the  bowels,  and  turn  the  humours 
downwards.  4 

The  ancients  were  afraid  of  purging  in  acute 
difeafes  ;  from  which  general  principle,  and 
the  old  maxim,  that  "  conco&ed  but  ?iot  crude 
humours  are  to  be  evacuated"  many  fatal  mif- 
takes  have  happened  in  phyfic. 

Hippocrates  advifes  the  patient  to  be  purged 
(with  boiled  ais's  milk)  in  a  caufus  where  the 
bitternefs  in  the  mouth  continues  ;  and  Tral- 
lian  recommends  the  cure  to  be  begun  with 
purging  where  the  fever  arifes  from  bile, — 
with  thefe  reftri£lions ;  that  the  matter  is  ready 
for  expulfion,  and  the  attack  of  the  fever  not 
violent.  He  fays,  he  has  known  purging  fuc- 
cefsful  in  acute  fevers  ;  but  that  care  and  cir- 
cumspection are  neceffary  in  this  practice  :  — 
and  that  plentiful  bleeding  only,  is  a  more- 
4  fafe 
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ami  efficacious  remedy,  with  a  cooling  and 


diluting  regimen, 


This  Fever  is  generally  preceded  and  accom- 
panied by  coftivenefs  ;  from  which,  and  the 
inceflant  vomiting,  ending  in  blood,  it  feems 
as  if  the  coeliac  artery  acted  the  part  by  the 
conftitution,  here,  on  the  ftomach,  that  the 
mefenteric  arteries  do  on  the  inteltines,  in  a 
dyfentery. 

Rut  if  large  and  repeated  bleedings  during 
the  firft  two  days,  lhould  not  remove  the  thirft, 
pains,  fluiliings,  and  heat  in  the  eyes,  and  the 
ftate  of  the  ftomach  lhould  be  fuch  as  to  reject 
every  thing  that  is  taken,  fo  that  there  is  no 
chance  of  procuring  evacuation  by  ftool,  the 
patient  lhould  have  repeated  purgative  glyfters, 
and  be  put  into  a  tepid  bath. 

M  Lavandi  funt  qui  fervida  et  perardenti 
febri  laborant,  in  domo  potifiimum,  ubi  fo- 
lium habcatur  tepente  aqua  plenum,  ut  to  turn 
aegri  corpus  undiquaque  ab  aqua  (      riat  ir  *." 

The  bath  lhould  be  compofed  of  a  weak 
decoction  of  chamomile  flowers,    in  which  a 

*  TaALLiANUs,  dc  Caufo. 

Ff3  !: 
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little  nitre  may  be  diflblved,  and  fome  vinegar 
kidded. 

This  will  often  remove  every  fymptom  at 
once  ;  and  difpoie  the  patient  to  a  diaphore- 
fis,  which  rauft  be  promoted  until  a  fufficient 
quantity  of  fome  purgative  medicine  can  be 
taken,  lb  as  to  make  an  effe&ual  operation 
downwards. 

There  is  feldom  a  neceflity  to  repeat  the 
bath,  as  the  ftrictures  and  tenfion  generally 
yield  on  the  firft  immerfion.  The  patient 
fhould  not  remain  long  in  the  bath,  norfhould 
it  be  deferred  until  late  in  the  difeafe,  for  it 
can  be  of  no  life  when  the  ftomach  is  de- 
stroyed. 

To  affuage  the  vehemence  of  the  thirft  at- 
tending a  caufus,  it  was  the  cuftom  of  the  an- 
ciepts  to  give  the  juice  of  cooling  vegetables, 
and  fruits,  and  large  draughts  of  cold  water, 
and  acidulated  drinks ;  and  to  apply  cold, 
herbaceous,  and  acid  cataplafms  to  the  fto- 
mach ;  and  after  Galen,  even  to  put  the  pa* 
f  jent  into  a  cold  bath. 

"  Qui  citra  tumorem  aliquem  inflammatum, 
aut   eryfrpelatum    asgrotant,  ubi  conco&ionis 

figna 
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figna  apparuerint  in  urinis.     Quod  fiquisjuve- 

nis  fit  carnolus,  tempore  aeftatis,  et  conititu- 
tionc  calida  ac  ficca,  febre  in  yigore  exi(tentev 
et  concoctionc  in  urinis  apparente  citra  vifceris 
alicujus  inflammationem,  et  in  lavacrum  frigi- 
dx  natatorium  feipfum  injiciat,  atque  natet, 
fudores  utique  Commoverit ;  fi  vero  etiam  ad 
frigidx  balneum  afflict  us  fuerit,  valde  confi- 
dente  hoc  auxilio  utatur.  Quibufdam  cnim 
itatim  venter  biliofa  egeffit  *. 

The  bold  and  decifiye  practice  of  Paul 
/Egineta  in  the  cauius,  conveys  an  adequate 
idea  that  the  ancients  thought  this  was  a  dif- 
eafe  to  be  extinguifhed a,t  once  :  but  if  the  means 
he  purfued  were  equal  to  that  intent,  in  the 
European*,  it  is  not  in  the  Tropical  caufus, 
without  bleeding. 

"  Ex  duobus  alterum  fieri  neceffe  eft,  fi  ar- 
dens  febris  perfect  j  folvi  debet,  aut  ut  biliofi 
humores  txcefnantur^  aut  extinguantur.  Ex- 
cernuntur  igitur  per  fudores,  aut  vomitum, 
aut  intern  am  ahum.  Extinguuntur  per  frigi- 
das  potum,  per  quern  nos  omncs  ardentes  fc- 
bres  curayimu3*f'." 

*  Aetius,  a  Galeno,  Tetr.  2,  Serm.  I.  Cap.  78. 
i  De  Re  Mcdica,  Lib,  11.  Op.  30. 

F14  Galen 


\ 
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Galen,  from  whom  P.  ./Egineta  has  taken 
this  doctrine,  cured  all  his  patients,  after  the 
firft  ftage  of  the  difeafe,  with  cold  water  ;  and 
goes  fo  far  as  to  fay,  he  never  loft  one,  where 
cold  water  was  given  in  a  proper  manner  *f 

But  in  giving  cold  water  in  the  caufus,  none 
of  the  ancients,  except  Celsus,  has  obferved 
fufficient  practical  precifion.  Trallian  fays, 
he  gave  it  only  in  the  true  caufus,  but  not  in 
the  fpurious  caufus.  Aetius  fays,  cold  applica- 
tions, and  cold  things,  fliould  not  be  ufed  but 
in  the  height  of  the  exacerbations,  left  they 
iliould  a£t  as  repellents,  and  fhut  up  the  in- 
ward heat ;  and  that  when  any  doubt  remains 
concerning  ufing  cold  water,  at  firft^  the  chill 
•fhould   be  taken  off. 

Celsus,  with  his  ufual  accuracy,  fays,  cold 
water  fhould  not  be  given  before  the  fourth 
day,  when  the  fever  is  at  its  height;  then  it 
fhould  be  drank  in  great  quantities,  to  cool  the 
ftomach  and  prcecordia,  and  to  procure  a  vo- 
miting, where  it  is  neceffary  ;  after  which,  the 
patient  is  to  be  well  covered,  that  he  m^y  deep, 

*  Com.  4.  in  lib.  Hipp,  de  A  cut.  Morb.  Vi&y,  $eft.  4. 
Art.  12. 

by 
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bv  whk  ms  a   profufe  .  ..  ill  be  railed, 

which,  he  lays,  is  an  immediate  relief.  But  it 
is  not  to  be  given  unlefs  there  be  great  third, 
and  heat,  and  never  when  there  are  any  pains 
or  fwelling  about  the  proecordia,  or  any  com- 
plaint in  the  lungs,  or  fauces,  or  an  ulcer,  or 
faintnefs,  or  diarrhoea,  or  cough*. 

Giving  very  large  draughts  of  cold  water  in 
the  caufus,  to  procure  vomiting  or  fweating, 
after  the  manner  of  the  ancients,  is  ftill  prac- 
tiled  in  Italy,  as  I  have  often  feen,  where  this 
fever  is  a  common  attendant  on  the  heat  of 
Cummer.  But  they  wait  before  they  give  it, 
until  nature  has  in  fome  meafure  conquered  the 
difeafe.  Erastus  fays,  this  was  the  practice  in 
his  time. 

If  cold  water  be  ufed  in  our  endemial  caufus, 
all  the  reftri£tions  of  Celsus  and  Aetius  are 
neceffary  to  be  obferved.  But  the  misfortune 
here  is,  that  cold  water  is  improper  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  difeafe,  and  our  caufus  is  too 
rapid  in  its  termination,  to  admit  of  any  de- 
lay, or  interval  that  is  not  filled  up  with  me- 
dicine. Cold  water  cannot  be  given  at  the 
fame  time  the  patient  is  under  the  operation  of 
cathartics  ;  and  from  the  firft  moment  of  the 

*Lib.   III.  Cap.  7. 

difeafe 
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difeafe  to  the  laft,  cathartics  muft  be  frequently 
adminiftered.  Our  caufus  does  not  give  us 
time  to  folace  patients  with  grateful  things  ; 
and  to  ufe  cold  water  as  an  evacuant,  would  be 
rifking  the  lofs  of  time  for  an  insufficient,  or  a 
doubtful  remedy  ;  as  we  muft  not  look  forward 
to  a  fourteen  days  termination. 

The  fame  objections  operate  againft  acids 
and  fruits  ;  and  though  lemonade,  oranges, 
water-melons,  and  granadillos,  are  extremely 
cooling  and  grateful,  they  interfere  with  ope- 
ration of  purgatives,  dilbrder  the  ftomach, 
w^hen  ufed  at  the  fame  time,  and  caufe  them 
to  be  rejectee:. 

Vitriolic  acid  fhould  never  be  given  ;  all 
acids  are  aftringent,  but  this  is  particularly  fo  : 
they  contract  the  fibres  of  the  ftomach,  and 
prevent  purgatives  from  paffing  onwards 
through  the  intcftines.  Befides,  they  deftroy 
the  effect  of  neutral  faline  purgative  medicines. 
Lemon-juice  and  fait  of  wormwood,  given  in 
an  effervefcent  (late,  is  a  proper  auxiliary  and 
febrifuge.  But  the  acid  and  alkaline  ihould  be 
duly  proportioned  to  the  exact  point  of  neu- 
trality, and  fuffkientlv  diluted  with  water. 

Soft, 
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Soft,  fmooth  drinks,  free  from  any  ftimin 
lating  tendency,  inch  as  barley-water,  always 
aniwer  beft  for  common  drink,  and  are  no  im- 
pediment in  the  way  of  medicine. 

Glyfters  are  to  be  frequently  given  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  difeafe,  particularly  where  the 
patient  is  cofttve,  and  to  precede  the  ufe  of  ca- 
thartics, and  affift  their  operation. 

The  purging  medicine  to  be  ufed  in  the  yel- 
low fever  is  the  *fartarum  Vitriolatum  ChryfiaU 
It  fat  rem  or  Sal  PofycArtJlus,  diffolved  in  equal 
parts  of  Jimple  Cinnamon  and  common  Water  ;  or 
in  Jimple  Cinnamon  water  alone.  It  muft  be 
given  in  fmall  dofes,  every  hour,  until  it 
operates  ;  and  the  patient  is  to  dilute  co- 
pioufly  while  it  operates,  with  very  weak 
chicken-broth.  The  quantity  of  the  fait  is  four 
drams,  to  fix  or  eight  ounces  of  water  (as 
much  as  the  water  will  diffolve)  ;  and  the  dofe 
of  itmny  be  two  table-fpoonfuls.  In  defedt  of 
this  medicine,  foluble  tartar,  or  fal  catharticus 
amarus,  or  manna  and  cream  of  tartar,  muft 
be  ufed.  But  let  me  caution  practitioners 
againft  adding  emetic  tartar ^  in  order  to  quick- 
en  the    operation  of  thefe  medicines  ;  which, 

how- 
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however  ufeful   it  may  often  be  in  bilious  dif- 
eafes,  maybe  fatal  in  this. 

Purging  generally  completes  the  fupprefftoi} 
of  the  fever,  and  carries  off  the  vomiting  ;  but 
it  muft  be  continued  while  the  (tools  remain 
bilious,  or  foetid  ;  otherwife  the  fever  will  rife, 
and  the  vomiting  return. 

In  cafe  the  fever  dill  continues,  the  ftomach 
fettled,  and  the  bowels  well  evacuated,  recourfe 
muft  be  had  to  fudorifics. — Repeated  dofes 
of  James's  Powder,  effervefcent  draughts,  and 
plentifully  diluting  with  barley-water,  or  balm, 
or  mint  tea,  generally  foon   remove   it. 

An  iritermhTicn  being  procured,  bark,  in 
iubitance,*  is  immediately  to  be  given,  and  re- 
peated every  hour,  in  dram  dofes,  if  the  fto- 
mach will  bear  it,  until  twelve  drams  have 
been  taken  ;  which  is  generally  a  fufficient  fe- 
curity  againft  the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe.  But 
it  .muft  (till  be  continued,  at  longer  intervals, 
for  many  days  ;  interpofing  mild  cathartics, 
fuch  as  an  infufion  of  rhubarb  and  tamarinds, 
with,  or  without,  a  fmall  quantity  offal  poly- 
chreft,  or  by  keeping  the  body  from  a  coftive 
ftate,  by  glyfters, 

Hip- 
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Hippocrates,  who    feldom   fuj  I    dif- 

ealcs,  or  took  their  ij  elj  out  of  the  hands 
of  nature,  in  the  mai  a  treated 

the   caufus,    aj  .  or  i 

troubleibme  con  si    a  dlfeafe,  where 

all  the  circui  ances  had  not  appeared,  which 
were  fuppofed  neceffary  to  constitute  a  perfect 
crifis. 

He  fays,  of  what  Galen  calls  the  genuine  cau- 
fus  *,  that  unlefs  a  folution  happen  by  bleeding 
from  the  nofe,  or  by  fweats,  with  white 
thick  fedimentitious  urine,  or  by  an  abfeefs, 
a  relapfc  will  follow  ;  or  pains  in  the  back, 
or  legs,  with  thick  expectoration,  if  the  pa- 
tient recover  :  and  that  in  the  fpurious  caufus  -f9 
which  is  attended  with  a  coldnefs  of  the  extre- 
mities, but  not  with  a  black  tongue,  a  crifis  never 
happens  without  fome  of  thefe,  qr  other  de- 
terminate fymptoms,  having  firft  taken  place  :£. 

*  Rariffimum  eft  per  abfeeflum  judicari  caufum. 
Galen.  Com.  4.  in  lib.  Hipp,  de  Acut.  Morb.Vi£t.  Art.  1  r. 

f  Solvanturper  abfccfTus  magis,  quam  per  excretiones,  qua; 
ex  pituita  putrefcente  oriuntur  febres. 
Galen.  Com.  4.  in  lib.  HiPP.de  Acut.  Morb.  Vicl.  Art.  15* 

X  Caufus  hie,  nifi  fanguis  e  naribus  riuxerit,  aut  circa 
collum  abfeeflus,  aut  crurum  dolor  oboriatur,  et  aeger  fputa 
craiTa  expuerit  (hsc  autem  fupprefla  alvo  contingunt)  a'Jt 
coxam  dolor,  aut  pudendi  livor,  non  judicatur.  Tefhculus 
qucque  iutenius,   judicatorius  exiflit. 

De  Acut.Morb.  Vidu,  Seel   4.  Art.  15. 

But 
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But  the  ancients  had  not  the  Peruvian  bark, 
which,  if  good,  and  given  in  a  proper  quan- 
tity during  a  fair  intermiffion,  though  none  of 
their  critical  fymptqms  ihall  have  happened, 
modern  practitioners  confider  their  patient  in 
perfe6t  fecurity. 

In  the  fecond  ftage,  or  Metaptofis  of  this  fe- 
ver, which  I  believe  will  feldora  happen  where 
the  preceding  directions  have  been  faithfully 
purfued  ;  we  muft  draw  a  diftinet  line  or  boun- 
dary, in  the  very  beginning  of  it,  and  put  a 
final  period  to  bleeding.  In  this  alarming 
ftate,  all  the  fkill  and  power  of  phyfic  muft  be 
fummoned  up,  and  quickly  too,  to  oppofe  the 
various  breaches  which  the  difeafe  is  now  ma- 
king, for  the  entrance  of  death. 

The  ftrength  now  begins  to  fail ;  the  pulfe  is 
finking  ;  the  fufFufion  of  yellownefs  is  perceived 
in  the  eyes,  neck  and  breaft  ;  the  vomiting  in- 
ceflant,  and  the  ftomach  rejects  every  thing 
that  is  fwallowed.  A  coldnefs  here,  not  iuc- 
ceeded  by  fweat,  or  bilious  difcharges,  is  al- 
moft  a  certain  mortal  fymptom. 

^n  this  ftate  nothing  but  purging  can  re- 
move the  vomiting,  and  fave  the  patient's  life. 

Here 
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Here  the  corruption  of  the   humou  fins, 

and  the  (tools  are  acrid,  corrofive,  and  foetid 

to  an  extraordinary  degree. 

The  misfortune  here  is,  that  the  ftomach 
retaining  nothing,  without  great  difficulty,  op- 
poles  all  our  attempts.  The  tartarum  vitriola- 
tum,  or  ial  polychreft,  is  a  naufeous  medicine  ; 
but  there  is  no  other  proper  medicine  of  which 
a  imall  quantity  will  purge  ;  which  is  the  ob- 
jedtion  againft  tamarinds,  cream  of  tartar,  and 
manna.  Nor  is  there  any  other,  that  I  have 
ever  found,  equally  cooling  and  attenuating.  It 
muft  be  given  ;  and  though  part  of  it  will  be 
returned,  yetfome  of  it  will  remain  ;  and  by 
repeating  a  very  fmall  quantity  every  hour, 
ftools  will  in  time  be  procured,  and  generally 
urine,  plentifully.  If  the  patient  have  five  or 
fix  ftools,  the  vomiting  will  ceafe.  He  muft 
dilute  with  weak  chicken-broth. 

Glyfters  may  affift,  with  warm  fomentations 
frequently  applied  to  the  region  of  the  pnecor- 
dia,  which  fometimes  bring  out  a  crop  of  acrid 
eruptions  about  the  pit  of  the  ftomach,  on 
which  the  vomiting  generally  ceafes  ;  but  in 
cafe  thefe  attempts  fail,  the  patient  iliould  be 
but  into  a  tepid  bath,  and  hay e  a  blifter  ap- 
plied to  his  back,  or  to  the  Jnfide  of  his  thigh:. 

or, 


448        ON      THE    ENDEMIAL    CAUSUS 

or,  what  is  more  effectual,  to  the  region  of  the 
ftomach ;  and  a  diaphoretic  treatment  fhould  be 
adopted,  with  James's  Powder,  in  order  to  relieve 
the  internal  irritation  by  revuliion,  and  enable 
the  ftomach  to  bear  purgatives,\vhich  alone  can 
carry  off  the  offending  humours,  and  remove 
that  perverfion,  as  it  were,  of  the  periftaltic 
motion,  which  is  the  ungovernable  circum- 
ftance,  and  by  its  continuance,  the  mod  cer- 
tainly mortal  fymptom  of  this  fever. 

It  is  in  vain  to  think  of  bark,  and  antifeptics, 
though  the  approach  of  fphacelation  be  evident. 
It  is  in  vain  to  harrafs  the  miferable  patient  with 
vitriolic  acid,  and  a  multitude  of  naufeous  and, 
tormenting  drugs.  If  ftools  can  be  procured, 
and  the  bowels  kept  conftantly  loofe,  fo  that  the 
acrid  and  putrid  coliuvies  are  carried  off,  as 
faft  as  they  are  fecreted  from  the  difeafed  mais, 
that  the  ftomach  may  be  preferved,  and 
able  to  retain  bark,  the  difeafe  mav  be  con- 
quered  :   if  not,  the  patient  will. 

As  to  what  is  called  fever,  there  is  nothing, 
after  the  firft  ftageof  the  difeafe,  which  deferves 
that  name.  Therefore,  after  the  firft  ftage, 
bark  is  always  to  be  given,  when  the  fto- 
mach will  bear  it.  The  worft  evil  that 
generally  attends  giving  bark  here  a  little 
too  early,  is  oppreffion  and  load  at  the  fto- 
mach ;  which  if  glyfters  do  not  remove,  the 

pur- 
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purgative  folution,  or  a  watery  infbfion  of 
rhubarb,  will ;   or   the   uniting  fome  purgative 

medicine  with  the  bark. 

Sometimes,  foon  after  the  firft  attack  of  the 
fever,  an  abatement  of  every  fymptom  is  ob- 
tained ;  and  thole  who  are  not  well  acquainted 
with  the  pulie,  and  what  extenfive  evacu- 
ations this  fever  demands,  conclude  that  a  re- 
in iffion,  or  an  intermiflion,  or  a  folution  of 
the  fever,  is  decided.  But  when  this  happens 
before  the  third  day,  a  flricl:  attention  to  the 
pulfe  and  the  excretions,  will  difcover  the  de- 
ception ;  and  ihew,  by  their  disagreement 
with  thofe  lymptoms  which  appear  favourable, 
that  they  appear  fo  without  a  proper  caufe, 
and  cannot  be  lafting. 

They  who  unfortunately  make  any  dependance 
here,  defift  from  farther  evacuations,  and  pro- 
ceed to  giving  bark,  and  cordial   nourifhment. 

Every  perfon  about  the  patient  is  filled  with  flat- 
tering hopes  of  his  recovery.  But  the  evacuations 
have  been  discontinued  too  foon,  and  have  not 
been  fufficient  to  extinguifh  intirely  the  inflam- 
matory difpofition  of  the  difeafe  , — which  now 
aggravated,  breaks  out,  and  rages  with  re- 
doubled violence,  and  hurries  the  patient  into 

Gg  the 
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the  fecond  ftage  of  the  difeafe,  and  then  foon 
out  of  the  world. 


Tllis  circumftance  of  the  endemial  caufus,  I 
believe,  has  never  been  noticed  before.  They 
Who  have  miftaken  the  Bilious  Remittent ,  for 
the  caufus,  confequently  fpeak  of  remiflions, 
which  do  not  happen  in  this  fever. 

Some  of  the  ancients  juflly  referred  all  con- 
tinued fevers,  to  fome  fpecies  of  intermittent. 

Aetius  fays,  a  caufus  which  exacerbates 
everyday,  is  a  fpecies  of  quotidian  ;  that  which 
exacerbates  every  other  day,  of  a  tertian,  &c. 
and  the  difference  only  is,  that  the  caufus  never 
.comes  on  with  rigor,  nor  intermits : — but 
when  it  exacerbates  every  other  day,  there  is 
diminution  of  fever,  like  a  remiffion  *, 


Thefe  remarks  are  of  infinite  importance  in 
hot  climates,  and  if  rightly  underftood,  point 
out  the  different  times  for  evacuations,  or  for 
ufing  ftimulants  and  blifters  to  advantage,  and 
for  making  exertions  for  intermiffions,  where 
fpontaneous  crifes  are  not  to  be  expected  :  and 


*  Tetrab,  2.  Scrm.  x?  Cap.  77. 
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though  what  Celsus  obfcrves  in  fevers  *,  often 
happens  in  hot  climates,  that  the  acceflions 
are  fo  c<  -  unded,  that  neither  their  coming 
on,  nor  their  duration,  can  be  corredtly  after* 
tained,  yet  :"  feldoms  happens  in  continued 
fevers,  that  one,  md  oftener  two  exacerba- 
tions, are  not  perceived  within  the  ny£the- 
meron. 

Great  caution  is  to  be  obferved,  when  the 
yellownefs  which  is  critical,  difcovered  in  the 
eyes,  on  the  third  and  fourth  day,  and  a  general 
fuffuiion  over  the  whole  body,  that  the  fame 
treatment  is  not  purfued,  which  is  neceflary, 
where  that  appearance  is  fymptomatical. 

Yet  I  do  not  fee  how  Towne  could  fay,  that, 
"  the  regular  crifis  of  this  fever  generally  dis- 
covers itfelf  by  a  fufflifion  of  bile  all  over  the 
furface  of  the  whole  body  about  the  third 
day  "f ."  Nor  why  Hillary  fhculdfay,  "  this 
total  yellownefs  is  fo  far  from  being  an  en- 
couraging prognoftic,  that  it  mod  commonly, 
on  the  contrary,  proves  a  mortal  fymptom  f." 
Oppofite  as  thefe  two  opinions  are,  they   are 

*  Lib.  III.  Cap.  3. 

t  Page  23. 
X  Page  149. 

Gg2  neither 
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neither  right,  as   they  (land  thus  unqualified, 
for  truth  lies  between  them. 

A  yellow  fuffufion  may  be  either  critical,  or 
fymptomatical.  Critical,  as  Towne  fuppofes, 
but  it  muft  be  when  there  is  a  tranquil  ceflation, 
without  languor,  of  all  the  other  fymptoms, 
with  warm  perfpiration  : — and  fymptomatical, 
as  Hillary  fuppofes,  when  accompanied  with 
laffitude,  naufea,  or  vomiting,  colliquative 
fweats,  and  funk  pulfe. 

The  cafe  in  my  opinion,  Hands  exactly  thus, 
notwithftanding  Hillary's  idea  that  the  yel- 
lownefs  cannot  be  critical,  fhould  it  appear 
before  the  eighth  or  ninth  day.  Perhaps  Hil- 
lary had  in  contemplation  what  has  been  often 
quoted,  and  very  properly,  in  European  cli- 
mates, as  a  general  axiom  *. 

But  Hillary  muft  often  have  had  oppor- 
tunities, which  perhaps  he' had  forgotten,  to 
know,  that  his  contradiction  of  Towne  was 
ill-founded. 

Great  difputes  have  arifen  in  this  part  of  the 
difeafe,  concerning  the  application  of  blifters. 

*  Quibus-per  febres  ante  feptimum  diem  aurigines  obori- 
wntur,  malum.  Hippocrat.  Aphor.  62,  Se&,  4. 

TOWNE 
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ToWNE  is  ftrenuous  in  opinion  for  them  ;  and 
Hillary  as  ftrenuous  againftthem, 

Towne  fays,  "  Blifters  are  alio  of  great  mo- 
ment and  efficacy  at  this  juncture,  and  are 
therefore  not  to  be  forborne  any  longer.  The 
bile  being  now  afloat,  is  to  be  difcharged  by 
every  out-let,  qua  data  porta  rust.  It  is  almoit 
incredible  what  large  quantities  of  this  juice 
may  be  evacuated  by  the  external  ufe  of  Can- 
tbarides :  for  their  falts  entering  now,  and 
mixing  with  the  mafs  of  blood,  diffolve  and 
attenuate  the  vifcid  particles,  prevent  the 
growing  lentor,  and  by  their  cauftic  quality, 
open  the  mouths  of  the  veffels  for  their  ex- 
pulfion.  Another  great  benefit  we  gain  from 
blifters,  is  the  tendency  they  have  to  the  blad- 
der, by  which  means  another  plentiful  dif- 
charge  of  the  redundant  bile  is  obtained  ;  for 
by  the  precipitating,  if  I  may  ufe  the  expref- 
fion,  thofe  particles  to  the  urinary  organs,  they 
throw  off  abundance  of  them  by  that  fecre- 
tion.  I  can  affirm  from  experience,  that  when 
they  have  been  applied  before  it  is  too  late,  a 
coma,  the  deadly  fymptom  of  this  diftemper, 
has  very  rarely  enfuedV 

*  Page  26. 
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Hillary  obferves  that  the  unreafonable  fond-* 
nefs  which  people  inBarbadoes  have  for  blifters, 
gave  him  too  often  an  opportunity  of  feeing  their 
badefFe&s,  efpecially  in  this  fever.  He  fays, 
"  I  have  obferved  that  the  coma,  tremors,  fub- 
fultus  tendinum,  the  coldneis  of  the  extreme 
parts,  and  the  low  pulfe  (though  this  fome- 
times  has  been  rendered  a  little  quicker,  but  not 
more  full),  have  not  only  not  been  relieved  by 
their  application,  but  have  been  increafed 
thereby,  and  the  haemorrhage  which  ufually 
attends  the  fever,  has  been  haftened  on,  or  if 
eome  on  before,  it  has  been  increafeci  on  their 
application  ;  and  I  have  feen  a  veficatory 
which  I  ordered  to  be  taken  oft,  as  I  ufually  do 
as  foon  as  I  come,  in  this  fever,  that  the  part 
where  it  was  laid  w^s  turned  black,  and  perfectly 
fphacelated,  and  if  the  fpine,  and  ends  of  the 
ribs  had  not  hindered,  a  large  fquare  paffage 
into  the  thorax  would  have  been  opened,  if 
the  patient  had  lived  a  few  hours  after  it  ;  but 
he  died  two  hours  after  I  came  ;  and  the  re- 
flection, that  I  have  never  ordered  any  vefica^ 
torjes  to  he  applied  in  this  fever,  and  have 
always  ftriftly  forbidden  their  application  in  it, 
I  muft  fay,  gives  me  great  fatisfadlion  *," 


*  Page  1 70. 
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It  is  hardly  poflible  to  conceive  how  thefe 
opinions,  like  the  former,  fo  directly  oppo- 
fite,  and  yet  both  fo  fyftematically  erroneous, 
fhould  eave  efcaped  two  men  who  had  many 
opportunities  of  deciding  with  more  precifion 
on  the  effects  of  blilter.  But  falfe  theory  per- 
fuaded  one  ;  and  falfe  theory  deterred  the 
other. 

If  blifters  had  that  effect  on  the  body  which 
either  of  thefe  phyficians  afTert,  they  would 
certainly  be  improper  in  this  fever.  Their 
"  falts  entering  and  mixing  with  the  mafs  of 
blood,  and  diflblving  and  attenuating  its  vif- 
cid  particles,"  would  be  a  bad  argument  for 
ufing  them  in  this  ftate  of  the  fever  ;  nor  would 
the  quantity  of  bile  evacuated  by  them,  be  of 
much  fignification,  if  there  were  no  better 
reafons.  Neither  do  they  "  caufe  the  part  on 
which  they  are  laid  to  fphacelate  and  turn 
black,  and  open  palfages  into  the  thorax," 
which  Hillary  ought  to  have  known,  was 
only, an  index  of  the  general  mortified  condi- 
tion of  the  patient's  whole  body,  pointing  di- 
rectly to  death  ;  which  blifters  could  neither 
retard,  nor  accelerate. 

G  g  4  People 
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People  in  the  Weft-Indies  are,  as  Hillary 
obferves,  remarkably  fond  of  applying  blifters 
in  every  diforder. 

Blifters  are  found  to  be  a  fafe  and  powerful 
remedy.  Natives,  and  long  refidents  in  the 
Weft-Indies,  arefeldom  difturbedby  inflamma- 
tory difeafes  ;  and  blifters  can  fcarcely  ever  be 
applied  amifs.  They  form  a  drain  for  the  acrid 
ferum  of  the  blood,  and  give  a  ftimulus  to  the 
languid  vefTels,  which'  often  keep  up  diforders 
from  debility,  obftruction,  and  irritability. 

If  bleeding,  purging,    baths,  and  diaphore- 
tics, do  not  remove  the  fever  in  its  firft  ftage  :— 

If  purging,  baths,  diaphoretics,  and  blifters, 
do  not  remove  it  in  the  fecond  ftage  :  — 

If  the  vomiting   cannot  be  fuppreffed,  and 
bark  retained  :— 

The  laft  ftage  of  the  difeafe  appears  with  its 
direful  vomiting  ;  which  at  firft  has  generally" 
the  appearances  of  the  grounds  of  coffee  ;  then 
that  of  a  flate  colour  ;  and  then  dark,  thick, 
and  grumous.  The  interior  furfaces  of  the 
body  are  all  oozing  out  blood  into  their  cavi- 
ties.— Every  excretion  is  corrupted  blood. 

I  have 
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I  have  Icon  people  recover  after  the  vomit- 
ing  has  refembled  coffee-grounds,  when  any 

purgative  medicine  united  \\  ith  a  decoction  of 
bark,  could  be  made  to  pais  downwards,  that 
the  unnatural  actions  of  the  ftomach  were  ref- 
pited  ;  and  the  itate  of  that  organ,  and  the 
bowels,  fo  relieved,  that  bark  could  be  taken 
with  any  effect,  from  the  power  of  the  inter- 
nal abibrbents  being  reftored,  which  had  been 
fubverted  by  inceflant  vomiting.  For  in  this 
(tale  of  the  vomiting,  the  rupture  of  the  in- 
terior vefTels  is  only  partial,  and  the  demolition 
of  the  ftomach  and  inteftinal  tube  only  com- 
mencing ;  and  though  the  profpeet  is  very 
gloomy,  there  are  ftill  fome  rays  of  hope. 

But  when  this  ftate  has  continued  for  many 
hours,  and  the  internal  haemorrhage  becomes 
general,  the  ftomach  and  bowels  have  loft  all 
power  of  reftricling  the  blood-velTels  ;  the  bond 
of  union  between  the  folids  and  fluids,  is  dif- 
folved,  and  the  vital  principle  is  too  much 
funk  ever  to  be  raifed.  Then  black  gangre- 
nous, mortified  blood,  is  difcharged  upwards 
and  downwards,  and  there  are  no  hopes  of 
life  *. 

*   "  Quibns  per  morbos  acutos bills  atra,  aut 

velut  fanguis  ni^ci  fubierit,  ii  poilridie  moiiuntur." 

Hippoc^at.  Aphor.  23.  Se&.  4. 

Ths 
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The  application  of  bark  and  vinegar  in 
baths,  fomentations  and  cataplafms  ;  fina- 
pifms  and  acrid  cataplafms  to  the  feet ;  cam- 
phire,  fnake-root,  and  cordial  antifeptics, 
have  been  fometimes  of  fervice,  even  here,  as 
many  practitioners  have  faid  :  and  therefore, 
though  I  am  of  a  different  opinion,  they  fhould 
not  be  omitted. 

I  fhould  not  have  thought  it  neceflary  to 
mention  even  the  name  of  Opium  in  this  fever, 
had  not  Hillary  advifed  it,  and  others  rafhly 
followed  his  advice  in  giving  it,  to  check  the 
vomiting  in  the  beginning  of  the  difeafe. 

In  a  fever  fo  highly  inflammatory,  with  the 
ftomach  in  a  conftant  ftate  of  inflammation, 
and  the  contents  of  the  whole  alimentary  canal 
fo  hot,  and  acrid,  it  mud  be,  what  I  believe  it 
often  has  been,  a  fatal  medicine. 

Trallian  is  of  opinion,  where  there  is  great 
watchfulnefs  in  the  caufus,  that  opiates  fhould 
be  given ;  "  quippe  fomnum  inducunt,  et  fe- 
brium  vehementiam  ardoremque  obtundunt ;" 
but  our  caufus  admits  of  no  fuch  remedy,  as  an 
anti-emetic,  atid  foporifics  are  injurious. 


In 
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in  regard  to  regimen,  during  the  firft  three 
ui  four  days, — thin,  foft,  cooling  drink.  , 
emulfions,  and  chicken  broth,  befid 
dicines,  will  be  as  much  as  the  itomach  c:iu 
fuftain,  even  were  any  thing  eiie  nccefTary. 
After  the  criiis,  or  after  the  firft  ftage  of  the 
difeafe,  panada,  gruel,  and  fago  are  the  moft 
proper  articles  for  nourifhment ;  with  the  ad- 
dition of  a  fpoonful  of  Madeira  wine,  where 
the  patient  is  weak,  languid,  and  exhaufted. 
Wine  cherifhes  the  ftomach,  and  acts  as  a  cor- 
dial, mixed  with  thefe  nourifhments  :  but  if  it 
be  given  any  other  way,  it  affects  the  head, 
and  heats  the  patient.  Wine,  where  it  is  ne- 
cefTary,  fhould  be  uied  in  the  fame  manner  in 
all  fevers. 

The  laft  patient  I  faw,  in  the  laft  ftage  of 
the  yellow  fever,  was  captain  Maw  hood  of  the 
85th  regiment,  at  Port  Royal,  in  Jamaica,  on 
the  24th  of  September,  1780.  It  was  on  the 
fourth  day  of  his  illneis  ;  he  had  been  in  the 
iiland  feven  weeks, 

I  arrived  at  the  lodffings  of  this  much-ef- 
teemed  young  man,  about  four  hours  before 
his  death.  When  I  entered  the  room,  he  was 
vomiting    a   black,    muddy    cruor,    and   was 

bleed- 
5 


460    ON    THE      ENDEMI  AL    CAUSUS,  &C. 

bleeding  at  the  nofe.  A  bloody  ichor  was 
oozing  from  the  corners  of  his  eyes,  and  from 
his  mouth  and  gums.  His  face  was  befmeared 
with  blood,  and  with  the  dulnefs  of  his  eyes, 
it  prefented  a  molt  diftrefling  contrail  to  his  na- 
tural vifage.  His  abdomen  was  fwelled,  and 
inflated  prodigioufly.  His  body  was  all  over 
of  a  deep  yellow,  interfperfed  with  livid  fpots. 
His  hands  and  feet  were  of  a  livid  hue.  Every 
part  of  him  was  cold,  excepting  about  his 
heart.  He  had  a  deep,  ftrong  hiccup,  but 
neither  delirium  nor  coma  ;  and  was,  at  my 
firft  feeing  him,  as  I  thought,  in  his  perfe6t 
fenfes.  He  looked  at  the  changed  appearance 
of  his  fkin,  and  expreffed,  though  he  could 
not  fpeak,  by  his  fad  countenance,  that  he 
knew  life  was  foon  to  yield  up  her  citadel, 
now  abandoning  the  reft  of  his  body.  Ex- 
haufted  with  vomiting,  he  at  laft  was  fufFo- 
cated  with  the  blood  he  was  endeavouring  to 
bring  up,  and  expired. 


o  N 
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LOCKED-JAW 


WHETHER  the  excefs  of  credulity,  or 
downright  infidelity,  be  mod  deroga- 
tory from  fcience,  is  a  queftion  in  phyfic, 
difficult,  I  believe,  for  medical  cafuifls  them- 
felves  to  determine. 


Exempt  from  the  prejudice  of  extremes,  a 
prudent  phyfician  will  take  a  middle  ground, 
and  arm  himfelf  with  a  certain  portion  of  pyr- 

rhonifm 
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rhonifm  upon  mod  occafions  : — and  partictl* 
larly  in  applying  the  theory  and  doctrines  of 
thofe  who  have  furnifhed  the  world  with  hif- 
tories  of  fpafmodical  afFe£tions.  Sic  veris  fa/fa 
rcmifcent* 

The  Greek  phyficians  have  diftinguifhed  ge- 
neral, or  univcrfal  rigid  ipafm  {^-rracr^o^  Con- 
vulJtOy  Contrattic,  JDiJientio  Nervorum)  in  which 
the  mufcles  of  the  neck  were  affefted,  by  the 
name  of  mavoq  ;  which  was  fubdivided,  ac- 
cording to  the  parts  farther  affefted,  into 
oincQoTovcg,  and  sjjLvrpocrSoTovog.  Galen  every 
where  makes  the  fame  diftin£tion*. 

When  the  neck,  body,  arms,  and  legs  were 
ftraight,  rigid,  and  inflexible,  with  the  mouth 
fattened,  that  ftate  was  called  a  'Tetanos. 

When  the  neck  and  thorax  were  thruft  for- 
ward, and  the  body  curved  and  bent  backward, 
with  the  hands   clinched,  and  the   arms   and 
legs   rigid,  contracted,  and  drawn  backward 
that  was  called  an  Opijlhotonos. 

When  the  head  was  bowed  forward,  and  the 
chin  fixed  to  the  fternum,  with  the  thorax  de- 


*  Introduttio  feu  Medicus,  Cap.  13. 
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prefTtd,  the  fpinc  of  the  neck  and  thorax  gib- 
bous, the  hips  turned  outward,  the  hands 
clinched, and  the  legs  extended,  that  was  called 
an  ILmprcJlhotonos* 

The  general  name,  however,  was  Tetanos  ; 
which  Celsus  calls  Rigor  Nervorum  *f  and  fub- 
divides  it  according  to  the  Greeks  f .  We  have 
adopted  the  word  fat  anus  from  the  Latin 
writers,  in  our  language,  but  more  commonly 
that  of  the  Locked-Jaw, 

All  nations  have  preferved  the  ancient  di- 
vifionofthe  tetanus  into  three  fpecies  ;  which 
have  been  handed  down  from  generation  to 
generation,  and  admitted  into  the  rank  of  dii- 
eaies,  without  any"  examination,  or  fufpicion. 
that  the  fubjecl:  was  queftionable. 

Notwithstanding  thefe  divifions,  defcriptive 
of  three  diftindt  fpecies  of  original  fpafm,  I 
think,  fuppofing  the  three  affections  really  ex- 
ifted,  that  they  ought  not  to  be  confidered  as 
feparaf  e  fpecies,  but  as  different  degrees  of  uni- 

*  Lib.  II.  Cap.  1. 

f  Modo  caput  fcapulis,  modo  mentum  pe£tori  adneclit, 
modo  re&am  5c  immobilem  cervicem  intendit.  Lib.  4» 
Cap   3. 

verfai 
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verfal  fpafm,    or   'Tetanus  ; — the    extreme   de- 
gree of  which  conftitutes  the  Opijlhotonus. 

Hillary  reverfes  the  fact,  when  he  fays, 
"  the  tetany  may  be  efteemed  only  a  greater 
and  more  univerfal  extended  degree  of  the 
opifthotonos." 

There  can  be  no  fuch  thing  as  what  Sylvius 
calls  convuljio  femi-univ  erf  alls ,  to  which  he  at- 
tributes the  opifthotonus,  and  emproftho- 
tonus  *. 

There  are  partial  fpafms,  and  cramps,  every 
perfon  knows  ;  and  particular  mufcles  may-be 
afFe£ied,  as  in  the  Spafmus  Cynicus,  Tortura, 
Rifus  Sardonicus,  Trifmus^  and  Strabifmus. 

Hyfterical  people  are  fubjecft  to  fpafms  in 
every  mufcle  of  the  body.  The  mouth,  as  in 
the  locked-jaw,  is  often  affefted  ;  deglutition 
impeded  ;  and  a  variety  of  fixed  pofitions,  and 
involuntary  adtions,  are  produced,  whofe  de- 
fcriptions  arc  infinite.  , 

Willis  inftances  a  curious  cafe,  in  which 
every  part  of  a  woman's  body  was  convulfed, 

*  Pfax.  Med.  Lib.  II,  Cap.  3. 

or 
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or  rendered  ftiff  and  rigid,  by  turns.  Some* 
timts  her  head  was  turned  to  the  right  I 
then  to  the  left,  then  backward,  as  in  the  opis- 
thotonus, then  forward,  as  in  the  emproftho- 
tonue.  She  was  always  relieved  by  the  fumes 
of  tobacco,  blown  up  her  noftrils  ;  but  the 
fpafms  always  returned  in  fome  place  or  other, 
loon  after  that  remedy  was  dciilled  from  *. 

This  is  fomethino;  like  what  Lind  relates  to 
have  happened,  in  a  cafe  which  he  calls  an 
QpiflhotGnus,  at  Haflar  hofpital.  He  fays, 
"  it  was  remarkable,  that  an  application  of 
opium  and  camphire  to  the  feet,  inftantlv  re- 
moved the  fpafm  ;  which,  upon  taking  off  the 
application,  -immediately  returned,  with  its 
former  violence.  An  effeel:  which  was  feveral 
times  produced  by  the  repeated  application  of 
thefe  medieines  -f." 

Such  a  fimple  affection,  or  partial  rigidity 
of  the  mufcles  of  the  neck,  was  the  cafe  of  a 
patient  mentioned  by  Forrestus,  which  he 
calls    an   Emp  mus  ; — for  he  fays  the  wo- 

man "  came  to  him"  for  advice  :  and  as  he 
gave  her  only  an  infignificant  ointment,  to  ap- 
ply to  the    parts,  and   fays  the  cafe   did  not 

*  DeMotu  Mufcul  f  Page  128. 

II h  prove 
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prove  fatal,  it  could  not  be  a  very  ferious  dif- 
order  *. 


I    believe  there  is  no   other   Emprojlhotonus 
than  thefe  kinds  of  partial  nervous  affe£tions  ; 
and  what   has   been   defined  as  fuch,  as  a  ge- 
neral  mufcular  fpafmodic  difeafe,  in  my  opi- 
nion, never  had   exiftence  ;  for  of  nearly    an 
hundred  people  that  I  have  feen  periih  by  the 
cfetanus,   from  wounds   and    accidents    in  the 
Weft-Indies,  I  never  faw  any  thing  like  what 
is  called   an  Emprojlhotonus.     I    have   alfo  in- 
quired  among   the  oldeft   practitioners  there, 
and  no  one  ever  faw  it.     Nor  do  I  believe  that 
any  pradlical  writer  of  reputation  pretends  to 
have  feen   it.     I  obferved,  though  I   did  not 
mention  it  in  the  firft  edition  of  this  book,  that 
Lind  fays,  in  a  long  courfe  of  practice  in  Eng- 
land, he  has  feen  the  Emprojlhotonus -j-  ;  and  I 
have  been  told  that    a  decided   cafe  of  it,  has 
come  within  the  knowledge  of  another  perfon^:. 
Should  my  infidelity  remain,  it  extends  not  to 
impeach  the  veracity  of  any  man.     I  know,  as 
I  am  the  only  perfon  who  has  expunged  the 
•name  of  Emprojlhotonus   from  the   nofoiogical 
inventory,    that  neither    my     authority,    nor 

*  Lib.X.  Obf.  113.  f  Page  281. 

X  Critical  Review,  for  February  i;88. 

what 
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what  I  have  already  laid,  would   be  Efficient 

to  disprove  the  exiftence  of  the  difeafe,  were  it 
poflible  it  could  exift,  according  to  the  laws  of 
phyfiology. — That  it  cannot,  I  will  demon- 
ftrate  prefently. 

It  is  fingular  that  Etmuller  fhould  infift 
that  Hippocrates  means  the  Emprojihotonus*, 
in  the  35th  Aphorifm  of  the  4th  Section,  where 
he  fays,  "  In  a  fever  where  there  is  a  fudden 
perverfion  of  the  neck,  with  difficulty  of  fwal- 
lowing,  without  any  tumor,  it  is  fatal." 

Others  infift  that  the  Emproji  hot  onus  is 
meant  where  Hippocrates  ipeaks  of  ^etani 
about  the  loins  *f;  but  that  cannot  be,  becaufe 
Hippocrates  fays,  thofe  convulfions  proceed- 
ing from  atrabilarious  humours,  cauiing  ob- 
ftruclions,  are  cured  by  bleeding.  Nor  does 
the  fubfequent  pafTage  confirm  that  to  be  his 
meaning  there  %. 

He  fays,  in  one  place,  that  there  are  two  or 
three   forts   of  rfetani  §,  but  he  defcribes  only 

*  De  Spirit.  Animal.  Vitiofo  Motu,  Cap.  9. 
•f  Tstccvoi  h  G<r<P'Jog.  Lib.  de  Acutorum  Morborum  Vi£tu, 
Seft.  4.  Art.  73. 

%  Ox.CTUV  OS  XZJO   TttV  TsVOVTCiQV    <r<pO$fWg  SfA'G'fiOO'Qev  C&VTlT'vfOM- 

Tat,   &c.  Ibid.  Se£t.  4.  Art.  74. 

§  TtT&vQi  Sua  v\  Tpstg.  Lib.  deDieb.  Judicat.  Cap.  3. 

H  h  2  the 
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the  tetanus  and  Opifthotonus  ;  and  in  another 
place  he  fays,  that  there  are  three  forts  of 
Tetani*9  but  here  he  is  more  explicit;  and 
after  defcribing  the  Tetanus  and  Qpijlhotonus, 
he  fays  the  other  Tetanus  -\  is  lefs  fatal  than 
the  former  ;  and  that  in  this,  the  whole  body 
is  convulfed,  but  that  it  fometimes  affefts  only 
fome  particular  part ;  and  that  the  patient 
walks  about  at  firft,  then  takes  to  his  bed  ;  and 
when  the  pains  and  fpafms  abate,  he  riles,  and 
perhaps  walks  up  and  down  for  a  few  days  ; 
and  is  afterwards  attacked  with  the  fame  pains, 
and  alfo  with  a  difficulty  in  fwallowing  his 
food,  and  perhaps  fuffbcation.  But  the  me- 
thods ufed  in  the  other  Tetania  and  a  glyfter  of 
cremor  of  boiled  ptifan  and  honey,  ipeedily 
cure  this  difeafe. 

It  is  unneceiTery  to  give  a  minute  detail  of  the 
fymptoms  of  the  Tetanus  ;  the  direful  train  of 
evils  already  mentioned,  fufficiently  charafte- 
rize  it,  and  are  well  known  to  praftitioners. 

There  have  been  many  incorrect,  deficient, 
and  fuperfluous  accounts  of  this  difeafe  ;  but  to 
the  honour  of  the  great  father  of  phyfic,  there 
has  never   been    one    fo  diftindt  and  plain,  as 

*T  ;.-.:.  Lib.  de  Internis  AfFeft.  Cap.  54. 

1  A;j\..  -.    Ibid.  Cap.  56. 

that 
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that  which  he  has  given  us,  in  his  third  book  De 
Morbis  ;  and  alfo  in  his  book  De  Uiebus  Judica- 
>,  which  he  repeats  in  his  book  De  Int'ernis 
Affeftionibus. 

Many  writers  have  given  defcriptions  that 
have  more  the  air  of  curiofity  than  of  fciencc. 
They  have  drawn  the  difeafe  with  fome  minute 
lines  which  feldom  or  never  appear,  and  have 
omitted  fome  of  its  real  pathognomonical  ftrong 
lineaments.  That  is  not  the  cafe  with  Hippo- 
crates. 

It  feems  to  me,  that  Chalmers,  of  South 
Carolina,  had  never  read  any  thing  more  of 
what  Hippocrates  fays  of  this  difeafe,  than 
the  three  cafes  of  Opi/ihotonus,  in  the  fifth 
book  of  Epidemics.  Otherwife  it  is  impoffible 
he  ftiould  have  faid,  that  there  has  not  been 
84  any  thing  like  a  full  description  given  of  the 
difeafe,  by  any  ancient  or  modern  author  ;" 
and  "  that  the  fewr  fymptoms  Hippocrates 
recounts,  do  not  (hew  themfelves  with  us  *." 

So  far  is  this  remark  from  being  juft,  that  I 
never  faw  the  difeafe  without  every  fymptom 
Hippocrates  recounts  in  the  third  book  De 
Morbis :  nay,  fuch  are  his  accuracy  and  difcri- 

*  Lor.dcn  Medical  Obfervations  and  Enquiries, Vol.  I.  p.  89. 

H  h  3  mination, 
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mination,  that  no  one  but  himfelf,  among  the 
ancients,  has  noticed  the  principal  pathogno- 
monic, which,  befides  the  bending  of  the  body, 
diftinguifhes  the  Opljlhotonus  from  the  Tetanus : 
and  the  moderns  who  have  noticed  it,  have 
not  made  the  diftinftion.  This  is,— on  the 
return  of  the  fpafm,  after  a  temporary  remif^ 
fion,  in  theOpifthotonuS)  the  patient  is  fo  ftrongly 
convulfed,  by  the  Hidden  contraction  of  all  the 
mufcles  at  once,  that  he  fprings  up  in  the  bed, 
and  without  great  care  will  be  forced  intirely 
out  of  it,  on  the  floor. 

On  vifiting  people  in  this  diforder,  I  have 
often  found  them  upon  the  ground,  when  their 
attendants  have  neglefited  them. 

The  leaft  touch  of  the  body,  or  any  fudden 
emotion,  or  noife,  or  furprife,  will  bring  on  the 
fpafms  wrhen  they  have  remitted,     Once,  as  I 
entered  the    hut   of   a  negro  belonging  to  Mr, 
Thomas  Bond,  in  Kingfton,  the  man  had  got  up 
in  one  of  thefe  remiffions,  in  an  Opljlhotonus, 
and  was  fianding  on  the  floor,  leaning  againfl 
his  bed.     Oh   my   fpeaking   to   him,  he  was 
fuddenly  feized  with  a   violent  contraction   of 
all  the    mufcles,  which  curved   his  body   like 
a  bow,  and  he  fprang   up  from   the  ground, 
and   pitched   backwards,  with  his  head  fore- 
jnoft,     nearly    three    yards    from    the    place 
4  where 
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where  he  ftood,  among  fome  earthen  pots  that 
were  in  a  border  of  his  hut.  By  the  fall  he 
cut  his  head  very  much,  and  divided  the  tem- 
poral artery  :  he  died  within  two  hours.  It 
was  the  third  day  of  the  difeafe  ;  the  caufe  of 
which  was  not  ascertained. 

Aretjeus  and  C^Lius  Aurelianus,  who 
have  given  the  moll:  minute  descriptions  of  the 
difeaie,  have  both  omitted  this  circumftance  : 
and  C-ELirs  Aurelianus  only  quotes  Hippo- 
crates for  the  clinching  of  the  hand  in  the 
Opl  if  he  had  never  feen  it  himfelf. 

Though  this,  in  which  Hippocrates  fays,  the 
thumb  is  often  locked  in  the  hand  by  the  fin- 
gers, is  another  ft  invariable  fign  in  the 
OpiJthotonuS)  yet  Chalmers  fays,  "  the  wrifts 
and  fingers  feem  not  to  be  affected." 

There  are  here,  as  in  other  difeafes,  diffe- 
rent fymptoms  in  different  habits.  But  when 
the  patient  is  not  plethoric,  nor  of  an  inflam- 
matory tendency,  though  breathing  be  inter- 
rupted during  the  -i  palms,  the  pulfe,  in  ge- 
neral, is  nearly  as  regular  as  in  health  ;  and 
the  patient  remains  in  his  perfedt  fenfes  to  the 
laft  :  when  he  is  demolished  by  catalyfis,  or 
cut  off,  by  a  great  convuliion,  which  at  once 
fubverts  both  the  vital  and  animal  functions. 

H  h  4  The 
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The  reafons  for  my  aflerting  that  the  OpiJ- 
thotonus  is  the  extreme  degree  of  'Tetanus,  are 
founded  on  the  fame  principles,  which  fupport 
my  opinion,  that  there  is  no  fuch  difeafe  as  an 
Emprojl  hot  onus,  as  a  mufcular  and  peculiar  de- 
gree of  univerfal  fpafm. 

When  the  fibres  of  all  the  mufcles  of  the 
body  are  put  to  their  extreme  exertion,  the 
cervical,  dorfal,  and  pofterior  mufcles,  being 
more  in  quantity,  have  too  much  power  to  be 
refilled  by  the  anterior  mufcles,  and  the  body 
is  bent  backwards  ;  as  the  flexors  of  the  hands 
are  too  powerful  for  the  extenfors,  and  there- 
fore the  hands  are  clinched. 

All  the  anterior  mufcles  are  exerted  to  their 
utmoft  in  the  Qpijihotonus  ;  butthofe  that  make 
the  mod  refiftance  againft  their  pofterior  an- 
tagonifts,  are  the  Majiotdei  of  the  neck,  and 
the  Recti  of  the  abdomen.  Thefe"  are  fwelled 
up,  and  are  as  hard  to  the  feel,  and  as  rigid, 
as  pieces  of  wood. 

This  refutes  Sylvius's  notion  oifemi-univer- 

fal  fpafm,  as  far  as  relates  to  the  anterior   and 

pofterior  parts  of  the  body.     For  if  the  nerves 

endue   the  mufcles  with   energy,  the  anterior 

mufcles 

2 
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mufcles  can  never  be  univerfally  afFe&ed  with- 
out the  pofterior  mufcles.  It  is  otherwife  in 
refpe6t  to  the  lateral  mufcles  ;  the  fides  may 
be  affected  feparately,  from  the  diftribution  of 
the  nerves,  as   we  obferve   in  the  Hemiplegia. 

Morgagni  instances  a  cafe  of  Tetanus,  which 
on  the  morning  of  the  patient's  death,  the  fifth 
day,  ceafed  from  being  univcrfal,  and  the 
fpaims  and  rigidity  continued  only  on  one  fide 
of  him  ;  conftituting  what  is  called  the  Pleuro- 
t hot  onus.  He  mentions  this,  becaufe  Mercu- 
rialis  afferts,  that  a  lateral  cTeta?ius  cannot 
happen,  and  only  the  three  fpecies  before  men- 
tioned *. 

lam  of  the  fame  opinion  as  Mercurialis, 
as  far  as  relates  to  original  Pleurothotoni ;  for 
nothing  is  proved  by  Morgagni's  cafe,  but 
that  the  univerfal  paralyfis  which  generally  pre- 
cedes death  in  the  tetanus,  here  commenced  in 
an  hemiplegia. 

All  writers  mention  the  pathognomonic 
pain,  andfpafm  under  the  fternum  ;  and  Hip- 
pocrates himfelf  mentions  violent  pains,  in  ge- 
neral, which  attend  this  difeafe.  It  feems  con- 
formable to  reafon,  that   it  fhould   never  be 

*  Letter  X.    Article  2. 

other- 
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otherwife  ;  but  it  is  otherwife  frequently.  I 
have  known  people  in  the  Tetanus  with  the 
fweat  running  off  them  from  the  agonizing 
pulling  of  the  mufcles,  who  have  neverthelefs 
told  me,  though  they  felt  a  diftrefs,  which 
they  could  not  defcribe,  yet  they  could  not  fay 
it  was  adtual  pain.  Partial  fpafm,  every  per- 
fon  who  has  been  waked  in  the  night  with  the 
cramp  in  the  calf  of  the  leg,  knows  to  be  fe- 
vere  pain  ;  but  general  fpafm  is  not  fo  always. 

It  is  evident  what  dependance  the  mufcles 
have  on  the  nerves,  being  dcftitute  of  action, 
deprived  of  them.  But,  perhaps  Haller's 
opinion  is  better  fupported  in  this  difeafe,  than 
in  any  inftance  he  has  given,  himfelf :  and 
that  there  are  great  miftakes  concerning  the 
feat,  and  effects  of  fenfibility,  and  irritability. 

Haller  places  fenfibility  in  nervous,  and 
irritability  in  mufcular,  parts.  . 

I  have  loft  many  patients  in  the  Locked- 
jaw  after  amputations  ;  and  never  found  lea- 
ving out  the  nerves,  or  whether  ligatures  were 
made,  or  not,  earned  the  fmalleft  difference  in 
the  event  ;  nor  were  any  fecurity  againft  the 

Locked- 
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Loc&ed-Jaw,  nor  diminifhed  the  fymptomatic 
fe  ■• 

I  low  far  the  fenfibility  of  the  nerves,  or  the 
irritability  of  the  muicles  are  concerned  in  the 
J*etanus9  or  how    the    mufcles  fhould    acl    in 

ipathy,  without  the  nerves  appearing  to 
be  any  way  affected,  is,  I  believe,  in  as  much 
obfeurity,  as  Galen's  "  principalis  animx 
vis." 

The  Locked-Jaw  appears  to  be  a  difeafe  in- 
tirely  of  irritability.  Negroes,  who  are  moft 
fubject  to  it,  whatever  the  caufe  may  be,  are 
void  of  fenf-bility  to  a  furprifing  degree.  They 
are  not  fuhje6t  to  nervous  difeafes.  They  fleep 
found  in  every  difeafe  ;  nor  does  any  mental 
dillurbance  ever  keep  them  awake.  They  bear 
ehirurgical  operations  much  better  than  white 
people  :  and  what  would  be  the  caufe  of  in- 
fupportable  pain  to  a  white  man,  a  Negro 
would  almoft  difregard.  I  have  amputated 
the  legs  of  many  Negroes,  who  have  held  the 
upper  part  of  the  limb  themfelves. 

The  Algerines  and  Moroccans  are  as  much 
diftinguifhed  for  privation  of  fenfibility,  as  Ne- 
groes. This,  writers  of  romance  attribute  to 
frerpifm,  and  greatnefs  of  foul. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  James  Matra,  now  the  Englifh  conful 
at  Morocco,  in  a  letter  I  received  from  him, 
dated  at  ^angiers,  on  the  20th  of  December 
1787,  corroborates  the  fact.  He  fays,  "the 
ufual  punifliment  of  the  Moroccans,  is  cutting 
off  the  hands  and  feet.  The  operation  is 
performed  with  a  knife,  frequently  by  a  but- 
cher, and  always  in  a  very  flovenly  manner. 
He  takes  the  hand  or  foot  in  one  hand,  and 
hacks  at  the  joint  till  it  is  off.  The  flump  is 
immediately  dipped  in  a  kettle  of  hot  pitch, 
and  never  has  any  other  dreffing  ;  yet  it  is  but 
very  rarely  that  any  of  them  die  ; — and  the 
flump  looks  as  well  when  healed,  as  if  the 
operation  had  been  performed  by  the  mod 
ikilful  furgeon.  I  have  feen  fevcral  undergo 
this  punifliment  ;  they  went  through  the  ope- 
ration, with  an  indifference,  that  is  aftonifh- 
ing  ;  for  by  their  countenance  you  would  think 
they  were  fhaking  hands  with  the  executioner." 

Sufceptibility  of  the  Tetanus, whether  original 
or  fymptomatic,  does  not  depend  on  age,  nor 
fex  ;  neither  is  it  confined  to  the  human  fpe- 
cies.  Every  fpecies  of  animal  is  fubje£t  to  it. 
I  have  feen  many  horfes  die  of  it.  It  arifes  in 
animals  from  many  of  the  fame  caufes  that  pro- 


duce it  in  human  beings, 


Of 


UN      T  If  E      T  E  T  A  N  U  S. 

Of  the  obvious  caufes  of  the  Tetanus,  in  the 

human   race,  bruifes,  wounds,  particularly  of 
the  toes  and  firigers,   fractures,    dislocations, 

miiv  ,  amputations,  trepanning, 

Obftrudled  pe  tion,   and   llecping    in  wet 

"clothes,  or  in  night  air,  are  the  prin- 

cipal. 

Painful  injuries  are  not  fo  often  the  caufe  of 
the  Tetanus,  as  thofe  which  are  more  trivial.  1 
have  known  many  inftances  where  it  has  been 
eaufed  by  a  flight  lacerated  wound  on  a  finger, 
or  toe  ;  but  never  one  from  the  fevereft  flog- 
ging, in  military  piinifliment.  No  pain,  how- 
ever excruciating,  excited  on  the  furface  of  the 
body,  from  the  great  fenfibility  of  the  (kin,  is 
capable  of  producing  it.  I  have  feen  it  eaufed 
by  mufcular  irritation,  where  no  considerable 
branch  of  a  nerve  was  near  the  part. 

Hippocrates  fays,  all  fpafms  are  eaufed 
either  by  repletion,  or  inanition  *. 

As  to  the  cure  of  the  different  degrees  of 
Tetanus,  making  allowance  for  habit,  age,  and 
conftitution,  they  are,  as   Celsus  obferves,  all 

*  Aphor.  39,  Se£L  6. 

to 
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to  be  treated  in  the  fame  manner.  And  this 
treatment  Hands  juft  where  it  did  in  the  time 
of  Hippocrates.  All  that  has  been  written 
about  it  fince,  amounts  to  nothing  but  unavail- 
ing words  ;  and  thofe  who  fancy  they  have 
difcovered  a  better  method  of  treating  this  dif- 
eafe  than  may  be  collected  from  Hippocrates, 
Aret.^us,  Celsus,  and  tEgineta,  have  de- 
ceived themfelves,  and  all  who  have  believed 
in  them. 

If  it  be  urged  that  the  application  of  mer- 
curial frictions,  is  an  invention  of  the  moderns, 
in  this  difeafe,  I  anfwer,  it  is  my  opinion, 
that  mercury  ufed  in  the  Tetanus  has  killed 
more  people  than  it  has  cured.  And  farther, 
that  I  fufpeft,  thofe  who  have  recovered  when 
this  remedy  has  been  ufed,  would  have  re-, 
covered  without  it.  For  many  people  have 
been  attacked  by  the  Tetanus,  in  the  Weft- 
Indies,  under  a  courfe  of  mercury. 

Hippocrates  fays,  that  difeafes  from  reple- 
tion muft  be  cured  by  evacuations  ;  and  dif- 
eafes from  inanition,  by  repletion  *. 

Gal^n  fays,  that  fpafms  from  inanition  are 
incurable  :  but  when  they  arife  from  plethora, 

*  Aphor.  22,  Se&.  2. 
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and  inflammation,  they  arc  cured  by  evacua- 
tions *.  In  other  refpe&s  he  mentions  no- 
thing of  confequence,  befides  the  practice  of 
Hippocrates  j~ . 

All  the  patients  Hippocrates  appears  to 
have  had  under  his  care  in  the  Opijibotonus 
from  wounds,  died.  And  fo,  I  believe,  have 
all  the  patients  that  every  other  perlbn  has  had, 
when  the  difeafe  was  complete,  and  caufed  by 
a  wound. 

The  four  cafes  of  Op'ijlhotonus  which  Hippo- 
crates relates  in  his  fifth  and  feventh  books  of 
Epidemics,  were  from  external  injuries.  One 
was  from  a  flight  wound  below  the  neck  be- 
hind ;  this  patient  died  on  the  fecond  day  of 
the  difeafe.  Another  was  from  a  contufion 
and  fracture  of  the  fore-finger,  and  its  meta- 
carpal bone  ;  inflammation,  fever,  and  mor- 
tification came  on  ;  purging  abated,  ibme  of 
the  fymptoms,  and  part  of  the  finger  fell  off; 
after  the  feventh  day  the  wound  difcharged  a 
thin  acrid  fanies  ;  the  patient  was  feized  on  the 
tenth  day,  and  fweated  much,  and  died  on  the 
third  day  of  the  difeafe.     Another  was  from  a 

*  Methodi   Medendi,   Lib.  XII.  Cap.  8,  et   de  Tremore, 
Palpitatione,  Convulfione  et  Rigorc,  Cap.  8. 
t  Introdudl.  feu  Medic.  Cap.  13. 

luxation, 
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luxation,  or  contufion,  of  his  great  toe  ;  this 
patient  died  on  the  third  day  of  the  difeafe  *. 
The  other  was  from  applying  fome  corroding 
medicine  to  a  clean  ulcer,  on  the  leg,  near  the 
ancle,  by  the  tendon  ;  the  day  is  not  men- 
tioned when  this  patient  died. 

He  fays  in  his  Aphorifms,  that  Spafm  hap- 
pening after  a  wound  is  mortal  f  ;  and  that 
thofe  who  are  feized  with  a  Tetanus  die  within 
four  days  ;  or  if  they  furvive  the  fourth  day 
they  recover  \.  Celsus  is  of  the  fame  opinion§. 
But  Hippocrates,  in  another  place,  extends 
the  period  of  danger  to  the  third,  fifth,  feventh, 
or  fourteenth  day  ||. 

Many  of  the  wounded  men  in  the  French 
fquadrons  laft  war,  in  the  Eaft  and  Weft-In- 
dies, died  of  the  Locked-Jaw.  It  was  remarked 
by  the  furgeons  inM  Bached  fleet,  that  almoft 
all  the  wounded  men  who  were  fent  on  fhore 
after  the  action,  died  of  the  Locked-Jaw,  and 
but  very  few  of  thofe  who  remained  on- 
board the  fhips  were  attacked  by  it. 

*  I  have  faid  luxation  or  contufiony  becaufe  this  cafe  is 
twice  related,  with  forae  variation.  In  the  fifth  book  the  text 
is  qr^fAuay  and  in  the  feventh  book  it  isV^/**. 

f  ^phor.  2,  Sea.  5.  J  Aphor.  6,  Se&.  5. 

§  Lib.  IV.  Cap.  3.  ||  De  Morbis,  Lib.  ill. 
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1  never  found,  after  a  wound,  or  a  chirurgical 
operation,  in  the  Weft-Indies,  that  there  was 
any  time,  until  the  patient  was  entirely  well, 
exempted  him  from  the  iniult  of  this  dileafe. 

In  1772  I  trepanned  the  fkull  of  a  young 
man,  of  the  name  of  Sbeppard,  for  a  fradture, 
at  Hope  Eftate,  near  Kingfton  in  Jamaica  ; 
the  wound  went  on  well,  and  every  fymptom 
was  favourable.  He  was  feized  with  a  'Tetanus 
thirty  days  after  the  operation,  and  died  on  the 
third  day. 

I  never  faved  one  patient  who  had  a  com- 
plete Tetanus  after  an  operation  ;  but  have 
prevented  many,  I  believe,  by  giving  bark,  as 
ioon  as  poflible,  after  every  operation,  with 
anodynes  every  night,  and  attending  to  the 
ftate  of  the  bowels.  Bleeding  often,  purging 
occafionally,  and  an  extremely  low  diet,  is  the 
beft  iecurity  in  fractured  fkulis,  and  injuries  of 
the  head.  Sheppard's  tetanus  was  occanoned 
by  his  imprudence.  He  walked  out  of  the 
houie,  ate  fome  falted  herring,  and  drank  feme 
punch,  on  the  day  previous  to  his  being  at- 
tacked. 

Ii  On 
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On  the  1 2th  of  March,  1779,  I  was  called  to 
a  man  named  Moojhel,  at  Daniel  Gully's,  a  ihip- 
waght,  in  Kingfton,  whofe  fkull  was  fra&ured 
by  a  brick  falling  on  his  head.  The  fcalp  was 
not  lacerated,  but  there  was,  bcfides  a  ftupor 
and  vomiting,  a  foftnefs  and  fwelling  at  the 
part,  that  determined  me  to  expofe  the  cra- 
nium to  fight  ;  and  to  avoid,  as  I  hoped,  the 
error  of  the  good,  as  well  as  great  Hippocra- 
tes*;— for  the  confeffion  of  which  mifcake, 
his  candour  has  been  fo  much  admired  by  all 
fucceeding  ages  -f.  I  made  a  feclion  of  con- 
fiderable  extent,  to  embrace,  as  I  thought,  all 
the  injury  ;  that  I  might  not  be  deceived  by  the 
futures,  nor  obliged  to  make  a  fecond  cutting* 
But  to  my  great  furprife,  on  removing  what  I 
had  defigned,  I  difcovered  fuch  a  fraiture  as  I 
never  faw  before.,  nor  fince.  I  took  away  eight 
pieces  of  broken  bone,  one  of  which  was  driven 

*  Epidemiorum,  Lib.  V.  Art.  22. 

t  "  A  futuris  fe  deceptum  eflb  Hippocrates  memorise 
Iradidit,  more  fciiicet  magnorum  virorum,  et  fiduciam  mag- 
riarum  rerum  habentium.  Nam  levia  ingenia,  quia  nihil 
l>abei$t,  nihil  fibi  detrahunt.  Magno  ingenio,  multaque,  ni- 
hilominus  habituro,  convenit  etiam  (implex  yeri  erroris  con* 
ielf:o  ;  precipueque  in  eo  minifterio,  quod  utilitatis  cauik 
polteris  traditur  :  ne  qui  decipiantur  eadem  ratione,  qua  quis 
ante  deceptus  eft."  _    Celsus,  Lib.  Vill.  Cap.  4. 

two 
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two  inches  into  the  brain.  A  dram  weight  of 
the  brain  came  out  with  the  piece  of  bone,  and 
a  portion  of  the  dura  mater.  The  fracture 
was  round  the  junction  of  thefagittal  and  coro- 
nal futures,  and  took  in  part  of  the  frontal,  and 
both  parietal  bones.  Pieces  of  each  of  thefe 
bones  were  taken  away. 

On  the  15th  I  traced  a  long  crack  crofs  the 
bone,  from  the  fagittal  future,  and  found  it 
necelfary  to  extend  the  removal  of  the  fcalp, 
by  another  lection,  and  to  apply  the  trepan  at 
the  extremity  of  the  fiflure,  to  elevate  the  de- 
preflion,  and  remove  what  bone  was  required, 
that  the  extent  of  the  internal  injury  might  be 
afcertained,  and  the  brain  relieved.  I  took 
away  from  the  upper  angle  of  the. left  parietal 
bone  only,  as  much,  when  put  to  the  former 
pieces  of  the  fame  bone,  as  made  nearly  a  tri- 
angle, each  fide  of  which  meafurcd  four 
inches. 

The  caufc  of  this  extraordinary  mifchief,  was 
not  from  the  violence  by  which  the  brick  fell, 
for  it  fell  but  a  little  diftance  from  his  hea/i : — 
but  it  was  owing  to  the  extraordinary  thinnefs 
of  the  ikull  bone,  which  fcarcely  exceeded  the 
thicknefs  of  a  line.  The  union  of  the>tables 
was   fuch,  tii3t    the    diploe  was   fcarcely  dif- 

I  i  2  cernible 


484  ON      THE     TETANUS. 

cernible.  Several  medical  people,  to  whom  I 
fhewed  the  bones,  and  to  whom  this  remark- 
able cafe  was  known,  confeffed  they  had  never 
ieen  any  thing  like  the  thinnefs  of  the  bone> 
except  in  children. 

The  operation  from  relieving  the  brain,  and 
from  the  great  lofs  of  blood,  carried  off  the 
ftupor  and  vomiting ;  which  was  kept  under, 
and  other  untoward  fymptoms  prevented,  by 
glyfters,  and  purging  the  patient  often.  He 
was  not  plethoric,  and  from  having  loft  much 
blood  at  firft,  I  did  not  find  it  neceflary  to 
bleed  him  afterwards,  in  the  courfe  of  thf 
cure. 

A  few  days  after  the  operation  he  became 
tetanic.  I  defpaired  of  my  patient,  and  be- 
lieving no  medicine  could  lave  him,  I  gave 
him  none,  except  twenty-five  drops  of  lauda- 
num every  night.  This  alarming  appearance 
went  oft' of  itfelf  in  a  few  days,  and  a  hemi- 
plegia fucceeded,  which  continued  the  fame, 
through  the  whole  of  the  cure  ;  which  was 
eight  months  in  completing.  I  faw  the  man 
two  years  afterwards,  and  he  had  regained 
much  of  the  ufe  of  his  paralytic  fide.  I  attri- 
bute this  man's  efcape  to  the  effufion  of  blood 
in  the  operation  ,  and  to  the  extraordinary  di- 
■  .    .  •  •■  1  ligence 
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ligence  and  'endernefs  with  which  my  pupil, 
Mr,  Lewis  Hallam,  attended  him  afterwards, 
and  dreiled  the  wound. 

Though  I  have  but  little  expectation  that 
there  ever  will  be  discovered  any  fpecifical,  and 
certain  method  of  curing  the  'Tetanus,  I  do  not 
pretend  to  fay  a  Tetanus  will  not  yield  to  fome 
kind  of  treatment.  A  flight  one,  from  cold 
and  obitructed  perfpiration,  will.  Sometimes 
even    to    a  warm    bath,  and    electricity :   and 

'  often  to  diaphoretics  with  anodynes.  When, 
as    Hippocrates    fays,    the    patient   furvives 

,  the  fourth,  fifth,  feventh,  or  fourteenth 
day,  the  difeafe,  I  believe,  is  almoft  always 
curable  ; — and  I  wonder  writers  fhould  lay  lb 
much  ftrefs,  and  think  fo  much,  of  having 
cured  a  patient  wrho  has  laboured  under  this 
difeafe  for  a  fortnight,  three  weeks,  or  a 
month ;  knowing,  as  every  perfon  muft  who 
has  practifed  long  in  the  Welt-Indies,  that  a 
mortal  Tetanus  is  feldom  or  never  a  tedious  one; 
and  believing,  that  any  Tetanus  exceeding  the 
time  before  mentioned,  will  abate  fponta- 
ifcoufly,  without  any  medicine  at  all. 

In  1776,  I  cured  a  Captain  Thompfon  (from 
America),  in  Kingfton,  of  a  Tetanus,  only  by 
putting  him  into  a  warm  bath,  three  times  a 

I  i  3  day, 
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day,  and  giving  him  fmall  dofes  (for  that  part 
of  the  world)  of  laudanum,  and  antimonial 
wine.  This  medicine  kept  up  a  great  perfpi- 
ration,  caufed  by  the  bath  ;  which  I  judged  to 
be  the  mofh  proper  method  of  treating  a  Tetanus 
as  his  was,  from  obftrucled  perfpiration,  from 
the  night  air.  But  he  had  the  difeaie  ten  days. 
The  next  patient  I  treated  in  the  fame  manner 
died. 

The  fame  apparent  fuccefs  and  difappoint- 
ment  have  been  experienced  from  great  quan- 
tities of  bark  and  wine  :  theriaca  and  wine  : 
mercurial  frictions  :  mufk,  camphire,  and  afla- 
foetida. — Offaccharum  faturni,  which  I  have 
heard  commended  in  this  difeafe,  I  can  only 
fay,  that  I  have  never  known  it  produce  either 
good  or  harm.  A  man,  to  my  knowledge, 
took  fix  drams  of  the  fugar  of  lead  in  three 
days,  in  a  Locked-Jaic,  without  producing 
any  effect  whatever. 

I  have  frequently  known  the  fame  thing 
from  opium.  The  ftomach  will  fometimes 
bear  a  dram  of  opium  every  two  or  three  houiS, 
for  three  days  together,  without  procuring 
fleep,  and  without  the  diminution,  and  often 
without  the  alteration,  of  any  one  fymptom. 
But   here   I  muft  remark,  that  I  never  found 

any 
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any  ufe  from  a  large  quantity  of  opium,  "where 
a  filial]  quantity  had  not  firft  produced  fome 
apparently  good  effeft. 

£  Practitioners,  in  countries  where  the  Locked- 
Jaw  is  a  common  difeafe,  have  feldom  found 
the  fame  remedy  to  fucceed  twice,  fucceflively. 
Chagrined  with  continual  difappointment, 
they  fly  to  every  thing  that  offers  but  the  fmall- 
eft  hope,  and  are  induced  to  try  the  powers  of 
medicine,  in  dofes,  that  might  furprife  people 
practifing  in  temperate  climes :  where,  this 
ftrong  rigidity  of  the  mufcles,  which,  if  bent 
by  force,  would  cauie  inftant  death,  is  feldom 
fccn. 

This  has  been  done  fo  often,  with  fuch  ex- 
tent of  pofological  experience,  that  they  read 
without  improvement,  thofe  inftruclions,  that 
are  given  for  the  treatment  of  the  Tetanus, 
which  are  fabricated  in  countries  where  the 
difeafe  is  almoft  unknown. 

Lind  fays,  "In  a  cafe  of  OpiJI  hot  onus  at 
Haflar  hofpital,  the  extractum  thebaicum 
was  given,  to  the  quantity  of  a  fcruple,  in  lefs 
than  twenty-four  hours ;"  and  that  opium 
fhould  be  given  at  the  fame  time  mercurial 
friftion  and  the  warm  bath  are  ufed,  "  to  pro- 

I  i  4  cure 
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cure  fleep*." — The  firft  remark  would  have 
been  more  coincident  with  the  praftice  of  thofe 
who  fee  the  difeafe  almoft  evey  day,  if  the 
quantity  of  opium  had  been  an  ounce,  in- 
ftead  of  a  fcruple  ;  and  the  latter,  though  the 
fame  error  is  countenanced  by  ./Egineta,  with 
their  obfervations,  if  he  had  faid,  that  no 
quantity  of  opium  whatever  will,  with  any 
certainty,  procure  fleep  in  an  Opifthotonus : — 
and  that  there  are  many  doubts  whether 
opium,  given  alone,  has  ever  been  of  any 
utility. 

Prevention  is  better  than  cure  ;  and  if, 
where  the  cure  of  difeafes  is  probable,  and 
even  certain,  this  precept  is  never  violated 
without  forrow,  the  mifery  of  neglecting  it 
here,  falls  io  heavy  on  the  unhappy  patient, 
that  no  (kill  nor  attention  afterwards,  will  be 
found  equal  to  overtake,  and  make  atonement 
for,  the  omiffion. 

When  a  wound  or  contufion  has  been  re- 
ceived, in  the  fingers  or  toes  in  particular,  or 
when  an  amputation,  or  any  other  chirurgical 
operation  has  been  performed,  the  fymptoma- 
tic  fever,  and  irritation  of  the  wound,  are  to 

*  Pages  288,  289. 
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be  removed  as  foon  as  poffible,  by  aperients, 
or  glyfters,  with  cooling  and  diluting  medi- 
cines, anodynes,  and  a  careful  regimen.  The 
patient  at  the  fame  time  is  to  be  kept  in  a  cool 
room  ;  and  the  wound  to  be  expeditioufly 
brought  to  a  flate  of  good  digeftion. 

If  the  wound  be  a  fmall  one,  a  poultice  fre- 
quently renewed,  over  any  foft  and  light  drefT- 
ing,  is  generally  the  befl  application,  at  firft. 
If  it  be  a  large  one,  or  from  an  amputation, 
the  beft  dreffing,  until  thefwelling  and  inflam- 
mation are  gone,  is  olive  oil  on  pledgets  of 
lint,  with  a  warm  digeftive  plafter  on  tow, 
over  all.  Warm  fomentations  are  to  be  ufed 
before  the  dreffings  ;  which,  after  the  firft 
dreffing,  muft  never  be  feldomer  than  once, 
and  very  often  twice  a  day  :  and  the  wound  is 
to  be  as  little  as  poffible  expofed  to  the  air. 

When  the  fymptomatic  fever  has  abated, 
bark  is  to  be  immediately  given,  and  often  re- 
peated, and  an  anodyne  every  night  ;  and  let 
the  appearance  of  the  wound  be  what  it  may, 
bark  {hould  always  be  given  occafionally  until 
the  patient  is  well  :  for  I  have  often  known, 
when  the  wound  has  been  nearly  healed,  where 
the  difcharge  has  been  always  good,  and  no 
fymptom    of    irritation    appearing,    that  the 

Locked- 
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Locked- Jaw  has   fuddenly,   and   unexpectedly, 
came  on,  and  deftroyed  the  patient. 

I  If  the  wound  be  in  the  hand  or  foot,  from 
a  fplinter  of  wood,  or  a  thorn,  or  a  nail,  or  a 
piece  of  glafs,  a  hot  fteam  ihould  be  applied  to 
the  part,  at  each  drefling,  which  Ihould  be  a 
poultice.  Dilatation  is  fometimes  neceffary, 
where,  in  a  deep  wound,  with  a  fmall  orifice, 
there  is  much  heat,  and  pain,  and  no  difpo- 
fition  toward  digeftion  ;  or  making  a  tranfverfe 
incifion  down  through  a  wound,  where  it  is 
jagged,  and  the  fibres  and  veffels  partially  di- 
vided ; — or  if  on  a  finger  or  a  toe,  amputating 
the  part  intirely,  on  the  firft  appearance  of  any 
tetanic  fymptom  ; — and  if  a  thin  acrid  fanies 
be  difcharged,  warm  oil  of  turpentine,  and 
hot  digeftives  fhould  be  applied  ;  and  bark  be 
given  in  large  dofes,  often,  with  wine,  where 
the  conftitution  is  funk,  and  the  patient  weak, 
or  aged.  Thefe  are  the  beft  prophylactics 
againft  the  Locked-jaw. — Opiates  externally 
applied,  are  not  of  the  fmalleft  utility,  either 
in  the  prevention,  or  cure  of  a  tetanus. 

Hippocrates  fays,  that  a  fever,  with  white 
thick  urine,  is  a  critical  folution  of  an  opiftho- 
tonus  *  ;  and   that  a   fever  coming  on  where 

*  Coac.  Prsenot.  362. 

there 
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there  is  a  Spafm  or  tetanus,  removes  the  dif- 
cafe  *•  Practice  confirms  this  to  be  true  ;  and 
I  have  obferved  that  an  heat  in  the  fkin  is  always 
a  favourable  fign,  efpecially  if  preceded  by 
rigour. 

Hippocrates,  in  order  to  raife  an  artificial 
fever,  advifes,  pouring  a  great  quantity  of 
cold  water  upon  the  patient,  and  that,  he  fays, 
recals  the  native  heat  ;  and  heat  cures  the  dif- 
eafe.  The  patient  is  to  be  covered  lightly 
afterwards,  and  be  kept  cool,  as  he  advifes  in 
another  place,  where  this  procefs  is  again  men- 
tioned -f. 

But  he  gives  a  judicious  caution,  and  Galen, 
in  his  comment  upon  the  paffage,  does  the 
fame  ;  that  this  practice  muft  not  be  ufed  but 
in  fummer  time  (this  applies  particularly  to 
European  climates)  ;  nor  unlefs  the  patient  be 
young,  and  of  a  full  habit  of  body,  and  with- 
out an  ulcer  J.  For  it  is  evident,  if  the  pa- 
tient fhould  be  old,  infirm,  and  weak,  that  ap- 
plying cold  water,  would  rather  extinguish, 
than  increafe  the  natural  heat. 

*  Aphor.  57,  Sc£l   4. 

t  De  Morbis,  Lib.  III.  Cap.  12. 

X  Aphor.  2T,  Se&*.  5, 

He 
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He  advifes  alfo,  as  a  remedy,  Pepper  and 
BUck  Hellebore,  to  be  taken  in  hot  fat  fowl 
broth  ;  and  ftrong  fternutatories  to  be  ufed  ; 
and  the  patient  to  be  fomented  ;  or  warm  and 
pinguious  liquids  to  be  applied  in  bladders  all 
over  his  body  ;  and  he  is  to  be  well  rubbed 
with  a  great  quantity  of  warm  oil,  particularly 
on  the  parts  mofl  affected  *. 

He  recommends,  as  another  remedy,  warm 
fomentations  and  unctuous  frictions  made,  at 
fome  little  diftance  from  a  fire  ;  and  warm 
things  applied  afterwards ;  and  a  fotus  made 
of  wormwood,  or  bay-leaves,  or  henbane 
feed,  and  frankincenfe,  macerated  in  whitd 
wine,  in  an  earthen  pot,  with  an  equal  quan- 
tity of  oil  put  to  it,  which  being  made  hot, 
the  head  and  body  is  to  be  well  anointed  with 
it.  Afterwards  the  patient  is  to  be  covered, 
that  he  may  fweat  profufely ;  and  to  drink,  if 
he  can  be  made  to  fwallow,  otherwife  it  is  to 
be  put  into  his  noftrils,  a  mixture  of  warm 
honey  and  water  ;  and  alfo  plentifully  of  good 
white  wine.  Thefe  things  are  to  be  repeated 
every  day  -f. 


*  De  Morbis,Lib.  III.  Cap.  12. 

tDe  Intcrnis  Affe&ionibus,     L'ib.  Cap.  54.. 


He 
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He  does  not  mention  cupping  ;  but  Aretje- 
us,  Celsus,  Aetius,  tEgineta,  and  moil  other 
ancient  writers,  as  well  as  the  Arabians,  adviie 
it ;  lb  me  with  fcarifications,  and  fome  with- 
out  ;  upon  the  neck,  fpine,  breaft,  and  parts 
mod  affected.  P.  ^Egineta  advifes  the  parts 
to  be  covered  with  wool,  wetted  with  oil  ;  and 
where  the  difeafe  has  been  of  long  duration,  to 
put  the  patient  into  a  tub  of  oil  twice  a  day, 
but  fays  he  is  not  to  remain  long  in  it,  as  it 
will  weaken  him. 

The  remedy  that  has  been  found  during  the 
Jaft  fifty  years,  between  the  tropics,  to  fucceed 
ofteneft  in  this  deplorable  difeafe,  is  the  cold 
water  procefs  of  Hippocrates.  But  this  re- 
medy has  been  fo  imprudently  and  indifcrimi- 
nately  ufed  at  Cayenne,  Martinique,  Hyfpani- 
ola,  and  in  the  Englifh  Colonies,  that  it  has 
fallen  into  difrepute,  as  many  have  been  killed 
fuddenly  by  it.  I  fnppofe  the  want  of  fuccefs, 
attending  the  improper  application  of  cold 
water,  made  Paul  ./Egineta  fo  illiberal  againft 
this  doctrine  of  Hippocrates  *. 

*  "  Atvero  frigidae  affufionem  (velut  Hippocrates  elicit) 
quura  maxime  temcraria  fit,  et  propterea  a  pofterioribus  dam- 
nata,  etiam  Dps  reprobamus." 

De  Re  Medica,  Lib  III.  Cap.  20. 

Bar- 
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Barrere,  a  French  phyfician,  who  prac- 
tifed  at  Cayenne,  about  the  year  1740,  fpeaks 
of  the  application  of  cold  water  with  the  utmoft 
confidence,  "  La  precaution  la  plus  fare,  eft 
d'arrofer  les  malades  plufieurs  fois  par  jour 
avec  de  Peau  la  plus  fraiche  qu'on  puifle  trou- 
ver,  &  fur  tout  des  le  moment  que  Ton  s'ap- 
penjoit  que  les  enfans  ne  peuvent  teter  qu'avec 
peine,  &  que  leur  machoire  commence  a  fe  fer- 
rer.  II  faut  reiterer  ces  afperfions,  jufques  a 
ce  que  ces  facheux  accidens  foient  diffipes,  & 
que  les  parties  du  corps  ayent  repris  leur  pre- 
miere foupleffe.  II  eft  neceffaire  de  foutenir 
les  forces  du  malade,  furtout  des  grands  per- 
fonnes,  par  de  bons  bouillons,  qu'il  faut  don- 
ner  peu  &  fouvent,  dans  Pintervale  defquels  on 
doit   leur  faire  prendre  quelques  cueillcrees  de 


vin." 


With  this  method,  and  purgatives,  he  fays 
he  had  many  inftances  of  fuccefs. — He  fays  it  is 
a  common  practice  there  among  the  negroes. 
46  Les  negreffes,  aujourd'hui,  des  qu'elles  s'ap- 
percoivent  que  leurs  enfans  font  menaces  de  la 
maladie,  elles  lesbaignent,  fans  autre  facon,  & 
les  arrofent  avec  des  grandes  Couyes  (efpece  de 
groffe.  ecueller,  fruit  de  Calebaflier)  pleins 
d'eau*." 

*Nouve!le  Relation  de  la  France  Equ*inoxia!e7p.  73,  &  74. 

We 


ON      THE      TETANUS,  495 

We  find  alfo.phyficians  in  the  beginning  of 
the  fifteenth  century  following  this  do£trinc, 
and  curing  their  patients  by  it. 

Valescus  de  TARANTAfays,  he  cured  a  man 
of  the  'Tetanus  in  the  following  manner. — The 
patient  was  held  upright  by  four  men,  and  had 
twenty  large  pitchers  of  cold  water  poured  on 
him,  down  his  neck  and  all  over  his  body  and 
limbs  ;  he  was  then  immediately  placed  before 
a  fire,  and  an  hour  and  half  afterwards,  his 
neck,  back,  legs,  and  arms  were  well  rubbed 
with  the  Unguent.  Martiat.  Dialthece,  Agrippcc^ 
et  01.  Cajiorei. — He  gave  him  nothing  inter- 
nally but  chicken  broth  •f-. 

.From  much  unfuccefsful  practice,  and  often 
reflecting  on  this  Hippocratic  doctrine,  and 
Galen's  judicious,  and  Paulus's  injudicious 
comment  on  it,  I  difcovered  two  modes  of  ap- 
plying cold  water  equally  advantageous, 
though  the  ends  to  be  obtained  are  widely 
different  ;,  and  alfo  where  the  dangers  of  this 
anceps  aux ilium  lie,  and  how  they  are  to  be 
avoided. 

*  Lib.  I.  Cap,  27 ,  <Je  Convulfionc. 

z  The 
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The  firft  is, — fuppofing  the  patient  a  proper 
fubjeft,  to  plunge  him  into  the  fea  ;  or  into  a 
river ;  or  into  a  large  tub  of  water ;  where  he  is 
to  remain  for  a  few  minutes,  keeping  his  head 
carefully  fupported,  that  he  may  not  be  fuffo- 
cated  in  ftruggling  from  the  fpafms.  He  is  then 
to  be  taken  out,  after  having  fatigued  himfelf 
a  little,  and  to  be  wiped  dry,  and  put  into  a 
warm  bed  ;  and  if  a  warm  fweat  break  out,  it  is 
to  be  promoted  by  antimonial  wine  and  lauda- 
num ;  diluting  as  much  as  poflible  writh  warm 
chicken  broth.  But  if  a  warm  fw;eat  be  not 
taifed  bv  the  firft  immerfion,  a  fecond  is  to  be 
made  two  hours  afterwards,  and  if  that  lhould 
not  produce  the  effect,  fweating  is  to  be  no 
farther  urged  ;  nor  is  a  fweat  to  be  continued, 
where  it  does  not  relieve  ;  nor  is  a  fecond  im- 
merfion to  be  made,  when  the  patient's  ikin 
remains  cold  after  the  firft ;  and  if  his  fkin 
fhould  be  hot  without  fweating,  recourfe  muft 
be  had  to  the  fecond  procefs. 

The  fecond  is, — to  ufe  the  cold  water  im- 
merfion as  before ;  or  to  place  the  patient  naked 
under  a  pump  ;  or  in  a  current  of  water; 
where  he  is  to  have  all  the  force  of  the  water 
direfted  on  his  neck,  back,  and  body,  for  a 
few  minutes  ;  or  to  lay  him  on  a  floor,  where, 

from 
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from  two,  to  eight  or  ten  pailfuls  of  the  coldeft 
water  are  to  be  thrown,  one  after  another,  fud- 
denly   on  him.     After  either  of  thefe  applica- 
tions of  water,  he  is  to  be  wiped  dry,  and  to 
be  wrapped  round  with  a  warm  fheet,  without 
any  other  covering,  and  to  be  put  into  a  mode- 
rately cool  room.     This  operation  is  to  be  re- 
peated every  three  or  four  hours,  while  it  con- 
tinues to  moderate  the  fpafms,  or  to  raife,  and 
keep  up  an  heat  on  the  lurface  of  the  body  ;— 
the  heat  is  to    be  promoted  with  wTine,  vola- 
tiles,    antifpafmodics,    and  cordials.     But  this 
procefs  is  not  to  be  repeated  longer  than   the 
fkin  continues   fufficiedtly  warm  ;    for  if  the 
cold  fweats  incident   to  the  'tetanus  continue, 
or   increafe,  the  patient  will  be  deftroyed  bj 
being   expofed  to  the  cold,  after  the  water. 
But  the  medicines    are  to  be  continued,  and. 
bark  is  alfo  to  be  given.     Bark  is  in  any  cafe 
always  to   be   given,  on  the  decline    of    the 
fpafms.     Here  another  caution   is  likewife  ne- 
ceifary,    which    is,  if    a     wrarm   and   profufe 
fweat  fhould  break  out,  at  any  time,  the  affu- 
fion  of  water  muft  not  be  farther  repeated,  be- 
caufe  it  will  check  the  fweat,  and  deftroy  the 
patient ;  which,  if  encouraged,  as  in  the  firft 
procefs,  will  cure  him. 

Kk  Some 


ON      THE     TETANUS. 

Some  furgeons,  in  the  French  colonies,  im~ 
merge  the  patient  in  a  cold  bath  by  furprife, 
and  there  let  him  druggie  until  he  has  nearly 
exhaufted  himfelf,  which  is  frequently  at- 
tended with  fuccefs.  Others  make  deep  fcari- 
fications,  or  cauterife  the  neck  and  back  ; 
which,  with  glyfters,  emetics,  purgatives,  cor- 
dials, and  diaphoretics,,  they  fay,  fometimes 
fucceed- 

Desportes  fays,  he  cured  a  negro  woman, 
bv  making;  a  feton  in  her  neck,  with  an  hot 
needle.  But  there  are  fo  many  cures  related  by 
different  winters;  which  have  been  performed, 
by  trivial  means,  that  one  cannot  conclude  the 
difeaie  to  be  otherwife  than  fpurious. 

Bontius  and  Piso  have  not  mentioned  any 
thing  to  be  relied  on  in  this  difeafe.  Tjie  for- 
mer purfued  the  old  practice  of  dry  cupping 
the  fpine,  (boulders,  and  breaft ;  anointing 
with  warm  oils,  glyfters,  baths,  fal  prunellas, 
and  opiates*:  and  the  latter  depended  on 
bleeding,  acrid  glyfters,  fudorifics,  baths,  fu- 
migations, frictions,  anointing  the  fpine.  with 
oils,  and  the  juice  of  tobacco,  and  covering 
the  patient,  to  promote  fweating-f-. 

*  Be  Spafmo.    '  f  Dc  Sgafmo. 

The 
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The  Spanilli  furgeons  in  the  colonics,  bleed 
their  patients  when  plethoric,  in  both  arms 
and  legs  ;  then  vomit  them,  and  afterwards 
cive  theriaca  in  wine.  Trie  next  v...,  y 
make  fc  ns  down  from  the  head  to  the 

legs,  in  the  pofterior  part  of  the  body  ;  and 
ii  te  the  parts  every  two  hours,  with  roafted 
itoc  (American  Aloe) ,  which  they  peel,  that 
the  juice  may  come  out  freely,  and  then  rub 
the  icarified  parts  with  it. 

The  negroes    generally    apply   frictions  of 
warm  olive  oil,  rum  and  foap,  oil  of  amber, 
&c.  with  their  hands  heated  over  fome  coals  ; 
and  then   cover  the  patient,  and  fweat  him. 
They  are   encouraged  in  this  method,  by  the 
eafe  that  is  fometimes  produced  while  they  ap- 
ply their  fricftions,  which  is  done  writh   fome 
violence.      But  the   fpafms  foon  return,    and 
they   find   their   labour  is  in  vain.     They  alio 
give  internally  ftrong  vervain  tea,  or  the  juice 
of  the  herb,  and   other   inefficacious  vegetable 
drinks. 

Hillary's  idea  of  the  intentions  of  cure  in 
this  difeafe,  was   to  "  remove  the  caufe,  and 
then  the  effects  *."     In  this  no  perfon,  I   be- 
lieve, 

*  Ci  Firft,  to    remove   and    take  away  the   irritating  caufe 
W Inch  affe&s  the  nerves  ;  and   then  to   diminifh  and  take  off 

K  k  2  the 
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lieve,  will  differ  from  Hillary.  De  Haen 
had  much  the  fame  fentiments. — But  how  arc 
thefe  intentions  to  be  anfwered  -f  ? 

It  is  a  great  misfortune  that  we  know  fo 
little  of  this  difeafe,  more  than  its  efFe£ts,  th^t 
a  complete  rationale,  hitherto  unattempted, 
cannot  be  eftabliihed  for  the  treatment  of  it. 

the  ftimujation,  and  irritation  of  the  nerves.  And,  fecondly, 
to  relax  the  rigid  tenfenefs  and  contraction  of  the  nerves, 
tendons,  and  mufcles,  of  the  parts  affected."  Hillary, 
page  231. 

t  In  1777,  a  very  induftrious  writer  at  Vienna  collected 
what  had  been  written  on  the  Tetanus,  and  intitled  his  work 
u  Commentarius  de  Tetano,  plus  quam  ducentis  clariffimorum 
medicorum  obfervationibus,  nee  non  omnibus  hactenus  cog- 
nitis  adverfus  Tetanum  remediis  inftrudtus."  « — Trnka.— 
He  adopts  the  opinion  that  Aimar,  a  French  Surgeon,  firft 
difcovered  the  ufe  of  mercurial  frictions,  by  accident,  in  the 
locked-jaw.  But  though  the  author  has  left  the  fubjedt 
where  he  found  it,  and  perhaps  has  laboured  more  in  vain 
than  any  man  ever  did,  yet  there  is  one  thought  in  his  book 
that  makes  fome  atonement  for  his  lofs  of  time,  and  may  a 
little  relax  the  mufcles  of  thofe  who  read  it.  He  fup* 
pofes  the  Tetanus  gave  rife  to  the  poetic  fiction  of  people 
being  metamorphofed  into  {tone.  So  that  his  fuggeftion, 
whether  it  accord  with  the  fentiments  of  phyficians  or  not, 
may  have  great  value  among  antiquaries ;  who  may  deter- 
mine that  he  has  detected  the  fallacy  of  Ovid's  petrifications ; 
and  that  Aglaurus^  on  account  of  her  lifter's  happy  marriage, 
Anaxarete  at  the  light  of  the  corps  of  Jpbis,  and  Niobe  for  the 
lofs  of  her  children,  were  not  converted  into  ftone,  but  actu* 
ally  died  of  the  Locked- Javs. 

4  There 
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There  is  no  difeafe  in  which  the  ancients  differ 
fo  much  as  in  this.  Nothing  can  exceed  the 
contradiction  that  is  found  between  Hippocra- 
tes and  jEgineta:  Aret^eus  and  Aetius. 
Nor  is  there  any  difeafe  where  the  moderns 
have  added  fo  little,  to  the  little  the  ancients 
have  left  them.  Nothing  can  be  collected, 
confiftent  with  rational  theory,  from  all  the 
practical  remarks  that  have  appeared.  Man- 
kind neverthelefs  have  been  benefited  by  many 
publications.  The  good  refulting  from  the 
occurrences  of  unfuccefsful  practice,  teaches 
what  fhould  be  avoided,  if  it  cannot  what 
{hould  be  embraced. 

But  it  is  a  dreadful  reflection  on  the  ftate  of 
a  profeffion,  that  ingenuity  and  plaufibility, 
without  the  fmalleft  pretence  from  practice 
and  obfervation,  fhall  erect  doctrines  on  the 
fanction  of  a  name,  and  intrude  on  the  world 
their  infubftantial  conjectures,  and  betray  the 
inexperienced  to  a  reliance  on  their  authority. 
Ufeful  means  are  thus  often  neglected,  and  the 
life  of  a  fellow-creature  is  facrificed,  on  the 
barbarous  altars  of  delufive  fpeculation. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  various  books  I  have  read 
on  this  lubjecl",  I  cannot  omit  mentioning  one 
publifhed  in    1776,    at  Paris.     It   is   intitled, 

K  k  3  Projet 
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Projet  A* Infirutiion  fur  une  Maladie  Convulfive^ 
freiuente  dans  les  Colonies  de  F  Amerique,  connue 
fous  le  nom  de  Tetanos,  demand*  par  le  Minijire 

de   la  Marine,  a    la    Socle  te   Roy  ale    de   la  Me- 

decine. 

I  fhall  felect  but  one  pafifage  from  this  per- 
formance, in  conlequence  of  a  very  extraordi- 
nary remark  of  Cullen's,  which  will  be  fuf- 
ficientto  {hew  how  far  the  author's  knowledge 
was  the  reiuit  of  practice  and  obfervation,  in 
thofe  parts  of  the  world,  where  the  difeale  he 
treats  of  makes  its  ravages. 

Cullen  fays,  in  his  Firft  Lines,  Vol.  III. 
page  173,  "  I  have  been  further  informed, 
that  the  'Tetanus,  in  all  its  different  degrees, 
has  been  cured  by  giving  internally  the  Plffe- 
locum  Barbadenfe,  or,  as  it  is  vulgarly  called, 
Barbadoes  Tar.  I  think  it  proper  to  take  no- 
tice of  this,  here,  although  I  am  not  exactly 
informed  what  quantities  of  this  medicine  are 
to  be  given,  or  in  what  circumftances  of  the 
difeafe  it  is  mod  properly  tc  be  employed." 

The  French   author,  in  confequence  of  this, 
fays,  page,  93,  "  Nous   apprenons  encore  de 
M.  Cuxlen,  qu'on  a  employe  contre  cette  ma- 
ladie 
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\adie unc  Pldnte*  qui  crolt  dans  lesBarbade 

dans  quclques  autres  lies  dc  rAmcrique,  c\r  qui 
eft  indiquee  par  les  Botanijles,  fons  le  nom  de 
Pijjehcum  Barbadenfe  ;  on  afTurc  que  ion  ufage 
interieur  a  fufri  pour  operer  quclques  guerifons; 
ma  is  A'  PracTicienr  d'apres  lequcl  nous  en  par- 
Ions,  ne  connoit  ces  fucces  que  par  le  rapport 
quilui  en  a  ete  fait  ;  il  ignore  la  dofc  &  les  pre- 
paration^ de  ce  remede,  ainfi  que  les  circon- 
Jiances  de  la  maiadie  ou  il  faut  l'employer  :  audi 
vuipend-il  fon  jugement.  Nous  ne  pouvons 
quimiter  fa  prudence,  &  attendre  que  Fexperi- 
ence  nous  ait  donne  a  ce  fujet  des  connoiflances 
ulterieures  &  certaines." 

If  after  fuch  information,  I  may  prefume  to 
offer  mine,  it  is,  that  Barbadoes  Tar  produces 
no  benefit  whatever  in  the  Tetanus.  And  far- 
ther, that  even  externally  applied,  the  proper 

*  This  "  Plant  "  as  the  author  calls  it,  and  which,  he 
fays  "  grows  in  Barbadoes,  and  fome  other  American  iflands, 
and  isdiftinguiihed  by  Botonifts  under  the  name  of  Pijjtltsum 
Barbadenfe ,"  happens  to  be  an  oily,  bituminous  fluid,  hitting 
from  fome  hills  in  the  ifland  of  Barbadoes.  It  is,  in  general, 
-of  a  dirty  black  colour,  inclining  to  a  green.  The  method 
of  procuring  it  is  to  dig  an  hole,  or  trench,  in,  or  very  near 
the  place  where  it  oozes  out  of  the  earth;  this,  by  degrees, 
fiUa  with  water,  having  a  thick  film,  or  cream,  of  this  liquid 
bitumen  fwimming  upon  the  furface,  whence  it  is  Ikimmed 
nfu  and  preferred  in  earthen  jars,  or  other  vcfTels. 

K  k  4  way 
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way  of  ufing  it,  it  is  of  no  fervice.*  It  is  fome- 
times  ferviceable  ufcd  in  embrocations,  iij  old 
fpafmodic  contra£tions,  and  pains  in  the 
joints. 

That  Barbadoes  Tar  ought  to  be  ufeful  in  the 
Tetanus,  is,  in  theory,  reafonable  enough ; 
and  fo  ought  mufk,  caftor,  camphire,  and  affa- 
foetid^,  "  quae  vicino  malo  faspe  fuccurrerint ;" 
but  in  practice  they  are  not,  and  are  as  little 
to  be  depended  on  alone,  as  Arnicce  F/oresj-, 
Phofphorus  Urince  %,  Fimus  Equinus  ||,  or  Goats 
Urine  and  Water,  the  vaunted  remedy  of  Mar^ 
cellus  §.— "  Nec  poll  rationem,  medicinam 
efle  inventam,  fed  poft  inventam  medicinam, 
rationem  effe  qusefitam  <J[.M 

From  what  I  have  feen  of  the  Tetanus,  J 
jpake  the  following  conclufions. 

That  it  is  a  fpafm  feated  only  in  the  mufcles, 
fubfervient  to  the  animal  funftions  :  — 

*  Canvane  ufed  it,  mixed  with  Caftor  Oil,  in  fri&ions 
to  the  neck  and  fpine,  in  the  Tetanus,  and  he  fuppofed  with 
fuccefs.     He  is  another  who  confidered  ten  or  twelve  grains 
of  opium,  given  in  twenty  hours,  an  immoderate  quantity. 
f  Collin.  J  Boennecken. 

||  Parey.     Db  Haren.         §  De  Mcdicam.  Cap.  *8, 
fjj  Celsus. 

That 
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That  whether  original,  or  fymptomatical,  it 
is  caufed  by  irritation  : — 

That  the  pofition  of  the  body  depends  on  a 
greater  quantity  of  mufcular  fibres,  contra&ing 
againft  a  leis  quantity  :  — 

That  the  curative  indications  are  cither, — 

I.  To  refolve  partial  irritation  into  univerfai 
irritation,  by  metajlafts. 

O    R, 

II.  To  remove  irritation  from  the  parts  af- 
fe£ted,  by  derivation* 

O    R, 

J 1 1.  To  take  away  the  irritability  of  the  parts 
affected,  by  fedatives. 

O   R, 

IV.  To  leffen  the  power  of  the  parts  affedted, 
by  inducing  an  atony. 

The  firft  is  effected  by  a  judicious  applica- 
tion, and  fometimes  a  repetition  of  cold  baths  ; 
which,  in  imitation  of  nature,  brings  on  an 
artificial  intermittent   (which,    according    to 

Hippo- 


506  ON     THE      TETANUS. 

Hippocrates,  and  experience,  is  a  folution  of 
any  prior  difeafe  in  the  body*),  beginning 
with  rigor,  fucceeded  by  heat; — or  by  wine, 
cordials,  and  fuch  means  as  caufe  a  fever  with- 
out a  rigor. — The  fecond  is  effe£ted  by  bleed- 
ing, or  fweating,  or  vomiting,  or  purging. — 
The  third  has  been  attempted  by  opiates,  and 
calmants. — The  fourth  by  warm  baths,  and  re- 
laxants. 

Judgment  is  required  to  decide  where  either 
method  is  to  be  ufed  ;  depending  on  the  age 
and  habit  of  body  of  the  patient  ;  and  on  the 
caufe  of  the  difeafe,  and  on  its  fymptoms.  They 
are  not  to  be  confounded  together,  but  are  to 
be  ufed  feparately  ;  and  where  fome  almoft  im- 
mediate benefit  is  not  obtained,  the  inference 
is,  that  that  procefs  is  not  fuitable  to  the  ftate 
of  the  patient,  and  recourfe  ihould  be  had  to 
one  of  the  others. 

The  Tetanus  is  endemial  among  children  in 
many  places  between  the  tropics  ;  but  by  no 
means,  as  fome  have  fuppofed,  depending  on 
fituations  near  the  fea,  or  expdfed  to  winds /f. 
When  it  invades  them  it  is  generally  on,  or  be- 
fore the  eighth  or  ninth,  and  feldom  after  the 
twelfth   or  fourteenth  ,  day,  from  their  birth. 

*  Epidem.  Lib.  VI.  Sea.  6.  Art.  7. 
t  Baion. 

Aetius 
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AfcTius  knew  but  little  of  this  difeafe,  when  he 
faid,  "  neque  autem  infantibus,  neqne  fenibus 
convulfio  fit  tetanica*:"  nor  was  Aret^us 
confiftent  with  his  ufual  precifion,  when  he  af- 
ferted,  "  pueri  affidue  hoc  morbo  vexantur, 
fed  non  admodum  pereunt — juvenes  rarius 
quam  pueri  id  patiuntur,  fed  crebrius  intereunt 
— viri  minime — at  fenes  inter  omnes  magis  et 
eo  vitio  corripiuntur  ct  eo  nccantur  "f\" 

The  French  term  the  Tetanus  in  children, 
Mai  de  Mdcboire.  The  Engliih  call  it  the  Jaw- 
falling.  The  reafon  for  both  thefe  appellations 
is,  that  the  lower  jaw  is  the  firft  part  at- 
tacked, and  often  the  only  feat  of  the  rigidity. 
Befides,  the  lower  jaw  fometimes  cannot  be 
brought  to  join  the  upper  jaw,  and  the  mouth 
keeps  rigidly  open  ;  as  Aret^us  (and  he  only) 
obferves  fometimes  happens  in  the  Opijlhotonus. 
It  frequently  ends  in  a  paralyfis  of  the  mufcles 
of  the  jaw,  when  the  chin  falls  down  ;  which 
the  negroes  tie  up  with  bandages.  This,  by 
the  ignorant,  is  taken  for  a  diflocation.  Not 
but  that  a  diflocation  of  the  jaw  does  alfo  fome- 
times happen,  and  like  this,  is  a  mortal  fymp- 
tom  \. 

*  Tetr.  U.  Scrm.  2.  Cap.  39. 
f  De  Tctano,  Cap.  6. 

%  Ev  rouri  tstgwohti  xai  07rio-9oTovoia~i  yswsz  hvcpevoii,  $#>«- 
ctz/jccj'.    Kippocrat.  Coac.  Praciiot.  N.  561. 

Some 
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Some   nofologifts  *,  I  know  not   \Vhy,  call 

the  'Tetanus  in  children  Trifmus  Nafcentium  : — 
which,  rendered  in  Engiifh,  implies,  a  grind- 
ing, or  gnajhing  of  the  teeth  of  new -born  babes. 

The  word  Tg icrpog ,  (from  Tp£a>,  Strideo)  im- 
ports Stridor  ;     Hp«ng,   Bpvypog  ; — and  is  never 
ufed  but  where  a  found,  or  noife,  is  meant   to 
be  expreffed.     Befides,  the  Trifmus  is  a  tempo- 
rary and  partial  fpafm  of  the  jaw  only  ;  not, 
properly  fpeaking,    a   difeafe   of  itfelf,  but   a 
fymptom,  attending  many  fpafmodical  affec- 
tions.    It  is  caufed  by  the  Pterigoid  mufcles  en- 
deavouring to  aft,  when  the  Temporal  and  Maf 
feter  mufcles  are  contracted. 

Negro  children  are  chiefly  the  victims  of 
this  difeafe  in  the  Weft- Indies.  The  infants 
of  the  poor  and  miferable  inhabitants  of  Viva- 
rais,  in  France,  are  fubje£t  to  the  Sarrette  ;  and 
thofe  of  the  Mediterranean  iflands,  to  a  fimilar 
difeafe  :  both,  in  fome  circumftances,  analo- 
gous to  the  Tetanus.  But  the  true  Tetanus 
among  children,  as  well  as  all  other  Tetani,  is 
the  genuine  produce  of  warmer  climates.  It 
may  occur  in  other  places,  but  does  not  often. 
In  Switzerlaud,  Tirol,  Piedmont,  and   Savoy, 

*  CULLEN,   &C. 

many 
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many  children  periih  by  convulfions  ;  but  not  of 
tht  tetanic  kind.  Observing  what  Hofer  has 
written  *,  and  others  have  erroneoufly  pro- 
pagated, I  afcertained  this  fact  while  I  was 
in  thofe  countries  ;  and  had  the  corroborating 
teftimony  of  doctor  Menghin  at  Infpruck, 
and  doctor  Daquin  at  Chambery :  both  fkil- 
ful  phyficians,  of  long  practice,  and  men  of 
the  greateft  candour  and  judgment. 

The  caufe  of  the  Tetanus  among  children  in 
the  Weft-Indies,  is  generally  attributed  either 
to  the  intemperance  of  the  mother  during 
pregnancy  ;  or  to  the  irritation  of  the  navel 
after  birth  ;  or  to  the  fmoke  of  the  lying-in 
room,  or  to  the  dampnefs  of  its  fituation  ;  or 
to  the  carelefsly  letting  in  cold  air  upon  the 
child.  Some  people  even  attribute  it  to  the 
wickednefs  of  the  mother,  to  avoid  the  trouble 
of  bringing  up  the  child. — The  negroes  often 
charge  it  to  the  malice  of  Obea,  or  witchcraft. 
Speculators  have  fearched  for  other  caufes  in 
the  mod  remote  corners  of  nature. 

That  negroes  who  never  fee  this  accident 
happen  to  white  children,  nor  to  any  others 
that  have  proper  care  taken  of  them,   if  born 

*  A&.  Helvetic.  Vol.  I.  pag.  64, 

healthv. 
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healthy,  fhould  attribute  it  to  witchcraft,  is 
very  natural ;  but  that  phyficians  fhould  be  ig- 
norant of  the  caufe,  and  that  the  effe£ts  fhould 
fo  often  be  permitted  to  happen,  is  extraordi- 
nary and  unnatural. 

Some  of  the  above  caufes,  doubtlefs,  oc- 
Cafionally  take  place.  But  the  more  common 
are,  the  ignorance  and  inexperience  of  the 
mother,  and  the  want  of  attention,  or  ne- 
ceffaries,  to  keep  the  child  dry  and  clean  ;  for 
it  often  remains  wrapped,  or  rather  girted  up, 
in  the  fame  wet  rags  for  days  together  ;  and 
whenever  there  is  any  difcharge,  or  drivelling 
from  the  mouth,  that  alfo  is  fuffered  to  remain, 
chilling  the  jaws  and  throat  with  cold  moifture. 
In  thefe  things,  and  in  not  fufficiently  pur- 
ging the  child,  to  carry  off  the  meconium, 
and  firft  milk,  and  from  the  heat  and  clofenefs 
of  the  huts,    the  mifchief  originates. 

To  prevent  the  evil  in  the  Weft-Indies,  which 
is  molt  often  ieen  wrhere  the  mothers  of  the 
children  are  very  young,  or  very  poor,  or 
very  worthlefs,  fuch  women,  at  the  time  of 
their  lying-in  fhould  not  be  committed  to  their 
own  management,  nor  be  allowed  to  remain 
in  their  own  houfes,  folely  under  the  care  of  an 

old 
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old  negro  woman  midwife,  who  is  generally 
fuperannuated. 

Upon  every  plantation  there  fhould  be  a  con- 
venient and  fpacious  lying-in  room  ;  and,  for 
many  reafons,  it  ihould  be   as  near  as  poflible 
to  the  overfeer\s  houfe.     No  fire  fhould  be  fuf- 
fered  to  be  made  in  it,  unlefs  there  wrere  a  pro- 
perly-conftru£ted  chimney,  to  convey  away  the 
fmoke.     But  it  would  Hill  be  an  advantage  to 
have  a   fmall   anterior    room  to  have  the  fire- 
place   in,    that  the   bed-room  might  not  be 
ftifled  with   heat,  in  wrhich   negroes  fo  much 
delight.     Here  the  woman  Ihould  be  delivered, 
and  remain  under  the  direction  of  the  furgeon 
of  the  eftate,  and   the  indulgence  of  the  over- 
feer,  until  all  the  danger  of  both  mother  and 
child  is  over,  and  until  the  mother  is  able  to 
take  care  of  her  child.     But  when,  as  it  often 
happens,  that  the  mother  is  an  improper  per- 
fon  to  truft  with  the  child,  it  fhould  be  taken 
from  her,  and  be   given  to  a  careful  nurfe  to 
bring  up. 
V 
The   der/:hs  occasioned  by  this  difeafe  in  the 
Weft-Indies,     Qonftitute    a  greater   drawback 
upon  the  population  of  the  negroes,  than  can 
eafily   be  imagined ;  as  the  number  that  perifh 
by  it  annually  is  fcarcely  to  be  credited.     This 

drain 
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drain  of  native  inhabitants  is  far  more  detri- 
mental to  eftates  in  the  courfe  of  time,  than  all 
other  cafualties  put  together. 

In  the  French  colonies,  if  Dazille,  a  phy- 
fician,  whom  I  have  before  mentioned,  and 
who  lived  there,  is  to  be  credited,  the  depopu- 
lation of  negroes  arifes  from  a  want  of  fufficient 
food,  from  bad  clothing,  and  from  working 
them  beyond  their  ftrength  : — "  une  nourriture 
infuffifante,  le  defaut  de  vetements,  &  un  travail 
au-dejfus  /eurs  forces,  font  per  ir  le  produit  annuel 
de  la  generation  des  negres,  &  Fob  jet  de  F  importa- 
tion *.;• 

Thefe  things  happily  do  not  exift,  I  know, 
in  the  Englifh  colonies  ;  and  I  have  many 
doubts,  from  what  I  have  feen,  of  their  exifl- 
ence  in  thofe  of  the  French.  An  individual 
may  be  abfurd  or  wicked,  but  a  whole  nation 
cannot.     The  French  are  not  lefs  renowned  for 

*  Obfervations,  &i.  par  M.  Daztlle,  Medecin,  &c.  pub- 
lished at  Paris  in  1776.  This  gentleman  fays,  page  22,  that 
in  the  French  colony  of  Hifpaniola,  there  have  been  for  a 
certain  number  of  years  only  about  300,000  negroes,  though 
the  annual  import  has  been  nearly  25,000  ;  that  there  are  in 
the  ifles  of  France  and  Bourbon,  only  40,000,  notwithiianding 
the  import  into  thofe  iflands  has  been  annually  about  3000  ; 
and  that  the  mortality  in  the  mod  healthful,  colonies  is 
nearly  the  fame  as  in  the  moll  unhealthful,  from  the  above 
caufes  which  he  afligns. 

mildnefs 
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mildncfs  than  for  liberality  5  and  if  fuch  a  de- 
reliction of  virtue  were  not  repugnant  to  felf- 
intereft,  there  would  be  but  few  among  them 
found  to  make  it  from  avarice. 

As  the  Tetanus  in  children  cannot  be  cured, 
though  an  accidental  recovery  fometimes  hap- 
pen, it  is  unneccllary  to  recite  how  often  cold 
baths,  and  other  means  have  been  tried  to  no 
purpofc,  which  might  have  been  fuccefsfully 
employed  in  its  prevention. 

I  have  given  this  part  of  the  fubjecl:  confede- 
ration, becaufe  it  is  a  remediable  evil.  It  is  not 
a  vain  declamation  againft  grievances  that  do 
not  exift  ;  or  exifting  admit  of  no  cure.  This 
ftrikes  not  lefs  forcibly  at  the  interefts  of  policy, 
than  at  the  concerns  of  humanity  :  and  I  am 
fatisfied  that  thefe  remarks  will  be  attended  to 
in  the  French,  as  well  as  in  the  Englifh  co- 
lonies. 
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A  CANCER  is  one  of  thofe  calamities,  againfl 
which  there  is  no  prevention  ; — the  caufe 
creating  no  fufpicion  until  the  effects  are  pre- 
fent.  A  furgeon,  or  a  phyfician,  would  be 
thought  to  have  wonderful  fagacity,  who  could 
prognofticate  what  injury,  or  what  habit  of 
body,  would  generate  a  carcinomatous  dif- 
eafe. 

Cancers  are  of  two  forts  :  fchirrous,  or  oc- 
cult, and  ulcerated.  There  is  alfo  a  minor 
fpecies  of  cancer,  called  a  cancerous  ulcer. 
Cancers  are  feldomer  feen  in  the  Weft-Indian 

L  1  2  iflands, 
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iflands,  than  on  the  neighbouring  weftern  con- 
tinent of  America.  The  difeafe  which  the 
Spaniards  at  Quito  call  Mai  del  Valle  or  Vicho, 
which  is  a  gangrene  in  the  rectum,  and  often 
fucceeds  fluxes,  and  fometimes  attacks  people 
while  they  are  ill  with  fevers,  is  unknown  in 
the  iflands.  So  are  cancers  of  the  uterus,  and 
an  ulcerated  cancer,  called  the  Bay-Sore. 

Cancers  of  the  uterus,  which  are  always  lin- 
gering, excruciating,  and  fatal,  are  fo  com- 
mon in  the  city  of  Lima,  and  its  neighbourhood, 
that  women  fuppofe  it  contagious,  even  from 
fitting  in  a  chair  after  an  infefted  perfon. 

The  Bay-Sore  which  is  a  true  cancer,  com- 
mencing with  an  ulcer,  is  endemic  at  the  Bay 
of  Honduras.  It  is  frequently  ittn.  on  the  Muf- 
quito  lhore  alfo,  and  along  that  part  of  the 
continent. 

This  difeafe  is  alfo  fatal,  if  neglefted.  But 
being  within  the  reach  of  furgery  to  remedy, 
that  remedy  Is  the  objeft  of  the  prefent  dif- 
cuflion. 

Every  part  of  the  face,  body,  and  limbs,  is 
fubjeft  to  be  the  feat  of  this  difeafe. 

The 
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The  caufe  of  it  is  (o  little  to  be  afcertained  by 
any  reference   to   the  ftate  of  the  habit  of  the 

body,  that  it  is  generally  fi  fed  to  arife  from 
fome  external  agent.— The  Indians  fay,  that 
it  is  produced  by  a  large  fly  depofiting  its  eggs 
in  the  tielh. 

The   method    r>f  curing  tin.  ix  is  very 

fimple,  though  p  linful.  But  from  the  experi- 
ence I  have  had,  I  can  venture  to  affert,  that 
the  fame  method  will  cure  any  external  cancer 
whatever,  that  is  curable,  in  any  part  of  the 
world,  where  the  application  can  be  made  in 
fuch  a  manner,  that  the  difeafe  and  the  medi- 
cine may  be  brought  into  contact. 

The  method  is  this. — Spread  a  plafter,  of 
Diachylon  with  Gum,  upon  thin  leather,  the 
fize  of  the  cancer.  Suppofe  the  pkfter  to  be 
as  large  as  a  crown-piece,  or  a  Spanifh  dollar, 
fprinkle  on  it  a  fcruple  of  Corrofive  Sublimate  of 
Mercury  finely  powdered  ;  and  fo  in  propor- 
tion to  a  larger,  or  fmaller  plafter.  This  plafter 
muft  be  applied  to  the  cancer,  and  remain  on 
it  forty  weight  hours ;  but  if  there  be  any  appre- 
henfion  that  it  has  not  done  its  office  in  that 
time,  it  muft  remain  longer.  Then  take  it 
off,  and    apply  a   poultice  of  bread  and  milk, 
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with  a  little  olive-oil,  which  mud  be  renewed 
frequently,  until  the  cancer  comes  entirely  out, 
by  the  roots  as  it  were.  The  part  is  then  to 
be  dreffed,  digefted,  and  cured  as  a  common 
ulcer.  A  purge  or  two  with  Calomel,  muft  pre- 
cede the  application.  No  other  preparation 
is  neceffary,  in  habits  otherwife  healthy.  But 
when  the  patient  is  grofs,  or  in  a  bad  ftate  of 
body,  as  in  all  other  cafes,  he  muft  be  properly 
prepared  for  the  operation.  Bark  is  fometimes 
neceflkry,.  to  forward  the  digeftion  and  cure. 

This  method  was  pra£tifed,  to  my  know- 
ledge, by  a  perfon  who  lived  many  years,  and 
was  in  extenfive  practice,  and  in  great  repu- 
tation for  curing  cancers  at  the  Bay  of  Hon- 
duras. It  never  failed  him,  in  many  hundreds 
of  cafes.  He  there  extracted  one,  which 
weighed  eleven  ounces,  from  the  infide  of  a 
man's  thigh  ;  and  completed  the  cure  in  four 
weeks. 

It  is  furprifmg  to  fee  how  intirely  corrofive 
fublimate,  thus  applied,  will  feparate  the  un- 
found  from  the  found  parts  ;  and  let  the  figure 
of  the  cancer  be  what  it  may,  and  its  ramifi- 
cations ever  fo  numerous,  the  whole  difeafed 

part, 
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part,  if  within  reach  of  the  application,  will 
be  detached,  and  come  away  all  together,  lea- 
ving the  cavity  clean,  and  frequently  free  from 
the  fmallelt  remains  of  difeafed  fleih. — This  is 
extracting  a  cancer,  and  I  believe  there  is  no 
other  way  of  curing  any  genuine  cancer,  except 
by  extirpation  with  a  knife. 

Crab-Taws,  as  they  are  called,  which  are  the 
relicks  of  the  Taws,  in  the  feet,  are  extracted 
by  the  fame  application.  There  it  is  neceflary, 
only  to  pare  off  the  top  of  the  Taw,  and  then 
lay  upon  it  a  diachylon  with  gum-plafter 
fprinkled  with  the  corrofive  fublimate  pow- 
dered, the  fize  of  the  Taw,  and  let  it  remain, 
for  two  or  three  days. — On  taking  off  the  plaf- 
ter,  the  Taw  generally  comes  out,  like  a  plug  ; 
if  not,  itdigefts  out  in  a  fewr  days,  with  com- 
mon dreffings,  and  the  partfoon  gets  well. 

Cancerous  detached  and  fingle  glands,  and 
tumours  much  difeafed,  but  not  ulcerated,  may 
be  extracted  in  the  fame  manner.  But  fhould 
the  tumour  be  deeply  feated,  before  the  appli- 
cation, the  cuticle  may  be  removed  on  the  pre- 
ceding day,  by  a  blifler,  or  by  a  flight  rubbing 
with  a  cauftic,  to  the  extent  and  dimenfion 
intended  to  be  acted  on  : — in  fuperficial  tumors 
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this  is  not  neceflary.  If  the  tumour  be  only 
ulcerated  in  the  middle,  it  will  be  neceflary  to 
circumfcribe  the  whole  induration,  and  fome- 

times,  though  rarely,  it  may  be  neceflary  to 
put  a  little  of  the  powdered  fublimate  round 
the  circumference  of  the  difeafed  tumour,  when 
it  begins* to  loofen,  fhould  any  part  adhere 
obftinately,  to  haften  its  feparation  from  the 
found  fleih. 


Arfenic  will  not  produce  the  falutary  efFe£ts> 
obtained  by  corrofive  fublimate.  I  have  tried 
it  by  every  mode  of  application,  in  confequence 
of  the  reputation  it  has  undefervedly  borne, 
in  cancerous  difeafes. 

I  have  frequently  found,  in  extirpating  a 
cancerous,  or  fchirrous  tumour  in  the  breaft, 
and  other  parts,  where  there  has  been  a  chain, 
or  knot  of  fmaller  indurations  leading  from  it, 
that  the  application  of  this  plafter  to  the  prin- 
cipal feat  of  the  difeafe,  has  deftroyed  the  other 
fwellings  ;  partly  from  the  adjacent  inflamma- 
tion, and  partly,  either  from  the  mercury  in  the 
a6l  of  abforption,  paffing  through  thefe  glands 
in  following  the  courfe  of  the  lymphatics,  while 
penetrating  the  fyftero,  or  from  its  peculiar  in- 
fluence on  this  feries  of  veficls. 

4  As 
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As  a  proof  that  corrofivc  fublimate  thus  ap- 
plied, pervades  the  whole  habit,  the  mouth  is 
generally  affected  with  the  mercurial  tafte  and 
fcetor  ;  and  fometimes  the  falivary  glands  arc 
confiderably  affected,  and  falivation  is  railed, 
particularly  when  the  application  is  confider- 
able,  and  made  to  the  bread. 

In  cancers  every  thing  depends  on  the  mode 
of  applying  the  fublimate  as  I  have  defcribed. 
— Yet,  befides  the  folubility  of  fublimate,  there 
is  a  fpecifical  difference  between  the  corrofion 
of  fublimate  and  that  of  arfenic.  Arfenic  ap- 
plied alone,  or  quickened  with  the  addition  of 
fublimate,  to  old  ulcers,  for  example,  to  de- 
ftroy  fungous  flefh,  which  in  leprous  and  leu- 
cophlegmatic  habits,  is  frequently  fo  quick  of 
growth,  and  fo  enormous  in  hot  climates,  that 
no  other  application,  but  the  knife,  is  equal  to 
its  removal,  rots  indifcriminately  the  found 
and  unfound  flefh  wherever  it  comes  in  con- 
tact. It  therefore  requires  great  care  in  the 
application.  I  have  known  it,  when  injudi- 
cioufly  applied,  to  eat  down  to  a  large  artery, 
and  occafion  the  lofs  of  a  limb.  Corrofive  fub- 
limate ufed  to  the  fame  end,  though  an  im- 
proper application,  will  not  caufe  the  fame 
mifchief ;  for  in  thefe  cafes,  though  it  may 
caufe  great  inflammation,  it  is  bounded  in  its 

cor- 
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corroding  a£tion  by  healthy  flefb;  or  a£ts  on 
it  but  llightly  as  a  deftroyer. 

Arfenic  has  a  tendency  to  deaden,  and  de- 
ftroy  the  functions  of  organifed  parts.  Cor- 
rofive  fublimate  to  inflame  thofe  parts,  and  in- 
creafe  the  circulation  of  their  contents. — Thus 
the  irregular,  and  imperfe£l  attachment  of 
difeafed  glands,  or  any  morbid  body  furround- 
ed  by  heaLthy  flefli,  is  broken,  and  the  part 
itfelf  expelled  from  its  fituation,  by  means, 
imitative  of  thofe  which  nature  always  af- 
fumes,  through  the  operation  of  locally-excited 
a&ion. 

Surgeons  have  never  known  but  two  topical 
modes  of  treating  inveterate  cancers.  One 
by  amputation  ;  the  other  by  corrofion.  The 
firft  is  often  impra£ticable,  and  the  latter  al- 
ways dangerous. 

Empirics  have  fucceeded  better.  Their  me- 
thod is  to  extract  them.  I  have  feen  many  of 
thefe  itinerants,  in  different  countries,  extract 
cancers  with  the  greateft  facility.  And  before 
I  knew  that  the  only  application,  however  dif- 
guifed,  which  could  produce  fuch  a  wonder- 
ful effe£t,  was  corrofive  fublimate,  I  had  tried 
every  kind  of  mineral  and  vegetable  prepara- 
tion 
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lion  that  could  be  thought  of,   without  fuc* 
cefs. 

A  late  very  ingenious  furgcon  in  London, 
Mr.  Jujiamond^  was  miitaken  in  his  theory 
of  the  effects  of  arienic,  as  fpecifical  in  can- 
cers * .  His  conjectures,  which  he  had  adopted 
from  others,  that  cancers  are  "  produced 
from  infects,  or  the  germina  of  them,  taken 
up  from  the  air  by  the  lymphatic  velTels,"  as  a 
mere  hypothecs,  were  well  fupported  :  but 
when  proof  is  required,  the  beft  arguments, 
alone,  are  invalid. 

It  has  been  fuggefted,  and  with  reafon,  fincc 
the  firft  edition  of  this  book,  that  the  ao- 
plication  here  recommended,  may  be  produc- 
tive of  mifchief  in  the  hands  of  the  rafh  and 
ignorant.  Therefore,  it  may  be  proper  to 
embrace  this  opportunity  to  add  fome  admo- 
nitions and  cautions,  which  in  addreiung  fkil- 
ful  medical  people  only,    might  be  unneceffary* 

*  Avicenna  certainly  gave  Arfenic  internally,  for  ulcera- 
tions in  the  lungs.  He  fays,  in  Lib.  II.  Tra£l.  2.  there  are 
three  forts  of  Arjenlc, ;  white,  yellow,  and  red.  Of  the  lafr^ie 
fays,  "  datur  ad  potancum,  iuriatis  cum  aumeli,  et hydro- 
melle,  et  afTumitur,  cum  gumma  pini,  ad  TtJJim  anuquam,  et 
fputum  foniei  et  fangulnis  :  et  quandoque  ponitur  in  pilulis, 
qux  funtad  rfjV.ma" 

Brino-insr 
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Bringing  the  power  of  the  mercury  into  con- 
tact with  the  difeafed  parts,  being  necefTary  for 
their  extirpation,  it  is  certain  that  the  appli- 
cation is  moil  fuccefsful  in   local  cancers,  af- 
fecting a  fimple  gland,  or  forne  cartilaginous, 
or  mufcular  part :  and  that  in  large  maffes  of 
glands,  breads   of  women,    and    parts  where 
there  is  no  afcertaining  the  bounds  of  the  dif- 
eafe,  and   where  the  cavities,  or  communica- 
tions may  be  deep,  irregular,  and  extenfive,  its 
fuccefs  muft  be  precarious.     And  as  fublimate 
externally  applied  is  violent  in  its  aftion,  ana- 
tomical knowledge,  and  medical  judgment  are 
required,  to  determine  whether  the  difeafe  be 
within  the  reach  of  its  effects,  and  the  patient 
a  proper  fubjeft  for   its    application.     Other- 
wife  it  may  not  only  be  applied  in  vain,  but 
highly  injurioufly  ;  and  when  to    a  large  fur- 
face,    in  delicate  and   irritable  habits,  it  may 
excite   infupportable    pain,    dangerous   fever, 
commotions  in   the   nervous  fyftem,  and  con- 
vulfions. 
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MUCH  has  been  written  of  the  hiftory, 
caufe,  and  effedts  of  this  difeafe,  by 
Citois*  and  Sir  George  Baker  f;  a  multi- 
tude have  followed  their   fteps. — The  fubjedt, 

*  il  De  novo  et  populari,  apud  Pittones^  Dolore  Colico 
Biliofo."  This  colic  received  the  name  from  Poitou  in  France, 
where  it  fir  ft  appeared  in  1572.  The  name  of  Colics  Pitlonum 
was  given  to  it  by  Citois,  or  Citesius,  as  he  calls  himfelf, 
in  his  Opufcula  Mcdica,  printed  at  Paris  in  163Q.  He  is  the 
firft  who  wrote  exprefsly  on  this  difeafe,  and,  according  to 
Eloy,  in  1616  ;  and  not  Riverius,  as  Hillary  and  fome 
others  imagine.  Riverius  did  not  write  on  this  difeafe 
until  1640. 

f  London  Medical  Tranfaclions. 

how- 
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however,  is  not  quite  exhaufted,  and  a  few 
words  may  (till  be  added,  without  diminiihing 
the  credit  of  what  has  been  already  done,  or 
increasing  the  ufelefs  catalogue  of  the  fervum 
pecus  imitatorum. 

The  Belly- Ache,  in  the  Weft-Indies,  is  the 
offspring  of  difeafed  fecretions,  from  debility, 
in  the  ftomach  and  inteftines.  It  is  endemial 
in  the  Weft-Indies,  and  epidemical,  or  acci- 
dental, in  molt  other  parts  of  the  world. 

In  Europe,  I   believe,  it  has  often   vifited 
particular  diftricls  epidemically  ;  for   the  de- 
valuation it  has   made    at  different  periods,  in 
many  places,  muft  have  had  a  cauie  more  ge- 
neral, than  wines  impregnated  with   faturnine 
folutions  : — one    of   its    notorious   caufes. — -It 
often  ftill  appears   in   iome  countries,  in  the 
autumnal   feaibn,  but  not  uniformly.     In  the 
autumn  of  1787,  I    did  not  fee  one  perfon  af- 
flicted with    it,  in  any    town  near  the  Rhine, 
from  Cologne  to  the   lake  of  Conjiance.     There 
was  not  one  patient  with  the  Belly- Ache  in  the 
hofpitals  at  Coblentz,  Frankfort,  Manheim,   nor 
Strajbourg :    nor   did  I   fee  any   afterwards  at 
Kempten,  Infpruck,  Brixen,  nor  Trent :  nor  any 
peafant,  or  other  perfon,  witfy  its   paralytic  ef- 
fects. 
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fe£ts. — The  reiult  of  my  remarks    in  Normandy 
in  the  autumn  of  i  785,  was  the  lame. 

Do£lor  Msnghin  of  hfpruck  told  me,  it  is  a 
common  difeafe  in  the  Tirol  ;  but  that  it  is  ge- 
nerally attributed  to  the  preparations  of  lead, 
with  which  the  people  in  the  Tirol,  and  Italy, 
mix,  adulterate,  and  fweeten  their  wines.  He 
cautioned  me  to  avoid  all  fweet  wines  whatever, 
but  particularly  the  common  tavern  wines  upon 
the  road,  that  had  a  fweet  tafte,  in  the  Tirol, 
and  Italy.  I  mention  his  excellent  advice  as  a 
caution  to  others. — I  never  deviated  from  it 
but  once,  and  paid  dearly  for  it  at  Fiterbo. 

Whatever  is  the  caufe  of  the  Belly-Ache^  the 
fymptoms  and  effects  are  the  fame,  varying 
only  in  extent. — The  principal  fymptoms  are, 
coflivenefs  generally,  ficknefs  of  the  ftomach, 
or  vomiting,  and  pains  about  the  navel ;  which, 
when  excruciating,  give  the  eyes  a  glafTy  and 
wild  appearance.  When  the  difeafe  is  obfti- 
nate  and  often  returns,  a  paralyfis  is  generally 
the  effedt  : — firft,  of  the  hands  and  arms,  then 
of  the  feet  and  legs.  This  paralyfis  is  attended 
with  wafting;  of  the  mufcles  of  the  limbs  af- 
fecled,  and  a  contraction  of  the  parts  (as  flex- 
ors are  with  more  difficulty  deftroyed  than  ex- 
tenfors),  particularly  of  the  hands,  and  there 

moil 
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mod:  remarkable  in  the  abductor  and  flexor  muf- 
cles  of  the  thumbs  :  where  the  wafting  always 
begins,  and  when  people  recover,  by  making 
voyages  at  fea,  or  by  coming  to  England  and 
ufing  Bath  waters,  the  remains  of  the  diforder 
-are  moft  vifible  *. 

In  habits  of  body  difpofed  to  receive  this  dif- 
eale,  other  difeafes  will  bring  it  on  :  fo  will 
coftivenefs,  aftringent  medicines,  bark,  acids, 
irregularity  in  diet,  check  to  perfpiration> 
anxiety,  and  indulging  aphrodifiacal  paffion. 

The  poraceous  matter  difcharged  in  vomit- 
ing, in  fevere  attacks,  is  generally  fo  corrofive, 
and  ftyptical,  as  to  excoriate  and  contract  the 
throat  and  fauces  ;  and  frequently  changes  the 
appearance  of  filver  utenfils  to  a  black  colour, 
as  if  they  had  been  in  contact  with  the  phlo- 
gifton  of  fulphur. 

*  Peter  Columbus y  fteward  to  captain  George  Young  in  the  St. 
Vincent's  trade,  loft  the  ufe  of  his  arms  and  hands  three  times 
in  the  Weft-Indies,  by  the  belly-ache.  It  attacked  him  after 
his  recovery  from  fevers,  in  which  he  took  much  bark.  On 
his  return  to  England  each  year  he  was  afflicted,  he  went 
to  Bath,  where  he  bathed,  drank  the  water,  and  had  his  limbs 
pumped  on  ;  by  which  means  he  entirely  recovered  their  ufe. 
In  1781  he  remained  at  Bath  eleven  weeks  j  in  1786  k\ea 
weeks ;  in  1788  fix  weeks. 

■     -  The 
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The  belly-ache  feldom  attacks  people  re- 
cently arrived  in  the  Weft-Indies ;  vet  Hil- 
lary is  fo  miftaken,  as  to  affert  otherwife. 
The  natives  and  long  rcfidents,  are  aim  oil  al- 
ways the  fole  objects  of  this  difeafe. 

Soldiers,  unlefs  they  have  refided  long  in  the 
Weft-Indies,  notwithstanding  their  irregularity 
in  living,  are  not  often  afflicted  with  the  belly- 
ache, though  frequently  with  the  Bilious  Co/ic$ 
which  is  generally  brought  on  by  crude  diet, 
drunkennefs,  and  its  confequences.  This  dis- 
order, to  which  newly-arrived  troops  are  moft 
fubjecl,  and  another  fpecies  of  Colic  brought 
on  by  the  exceffive  and  injudicious  adminiftra- 
tlon  of  bark,  tranfient  medical  people  have 
often  miftaken  for  the  belly-ache  ;  and  its  fub- 
iequent  debility  for  paralyfis.  From  thefe  er- 
rors, fatal  confequences  have  arifen. 

The  belly-ache,  as  a  difeafe,  is  almoft  as 
common  as  ever  it  was  among  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Weft-Indies.  It  is  thought  otherwife 
chiefly  becaufe  its  devaluations  are  not  fo  often 
feen,  in  wandering  fpectres  about  the  ftrcets, 
as  they  were  formerly.  The  principal  reafon 
of  this  is,  that  the  medical  people  there,  at 
prefent,  underftand  their  proteflkn  ;  and  for* 

M  m  merly 
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merly  they  did  not.  The  refident  pra&itionerS 
now  treat  the  difeafe  properly,  in  the  begin- 
ning,, and  prevent  relapfes ;  formerly  they 
knew  not  how  to  do  either.  Paralyfis,  at  pre- 
fent,  is  attributed  rather  to  unfkilfulnefs,  than 
to  the  inevitable  confequence  of  the  difeafe. 

Yet  the  difeafe  is  certainly  as  much  a  natural 
production  of  the  Weft-Indies  as  ever.  The 
improved  ftate  of  cultivation  and  knowledge, 
has,  no  doubt,  abated  the  frequency  and  vio- 
lence of  this,  as  well  as  of  many  other  difeafes. 
The  lands  are  more  cleared  than  they  were,  and 
people  live,  and  clothe  themfelves  more  Hut- 
ably  to  the  climate,  thari  they  did  formerly. 
Time  and  direful  experience  have  made  them 
wifer  than  thofe,  who  without  rules  to  guide, 
or  examples  to  follow,  firft  encountered  thefc 
inhofpitable  regions  of  expatriation. 

Grflg-drinkers  are  not  particularly  fubje<5t  to 
the  belly-ache  ;  nor  does  rum  appear  to  have 
any  property  that  tends  to  produce  it. 

I  have  known  a  multitude  of  people  in  the 
Weft-Indies  affii£ted  with  this  difeafe,  who 
feldom  drank  any  rum,  at  leaft  not  to  excefs, 
Mr.  John  Ellis,  a  planter  in  Jamaica,  never 
drank  any  rum,  yet  he  was  conftantly  harraffed 

with 
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with  the  belly-ache  ;  and,  from  frequent  vio- 
lent relapf'es,  notwithstanding  his  great  tem- 
perance and  prudence,  became  at  length  pa- 
ralytic. 

Though  acids  arc  certainly  prejudicial  to 
thofe  who  are  fubjedrt  to  the  belly-ache,  they  do 
not  appear  to  have  any  certain  effe6t,  origi- 
nally in  producing  it.  At  leaft  punch-drinkers 
are  not  more  the  viftims  of  it,  than  other  peo- 
ple are.  Huxham  therefore  was  very  remote 
from  the  true  cauie  of  this  difeafe,  in  the  Well- 
Indies,  when  he  attributed  it  to  lemon  juice 


* 


The  notion  that  folutions  of  lead,  from  the 
worms,  and  other  utenlils  employed  in  the  rum 
diflilleries,  are  among  the  common  caufes  of 
the  belly-ache  in  the  Weft-Indies,  or  that  there 
is  ever  any  detectable  quantity  of  lead  in  rum, 
are  both  equally  diftant  from  my  opinion,  and 
obfervations.  Such  chimeras  are  the  offspring 
of  little  chemical,  and  lefs  medical  knowledge, 

Though  the  ufe  of  many  preparations  of 
lead,  is  much  more  inofFenfive  than  generally 
believed  (and  confidering  how  indifcreetly  they 
are  employed  in  lotions,  cofmetics,  and  a  va- 

*  "  Nimio  ufu  acerbiflimi  limonum  fucci."  Dt  Maria 
Colico  D^mntnirum,  p.  38, 
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ricty  of  other  local,  as  well  as  internal  pur- 
pofes,  it  is  fortunate  for  many  people  that  it  is 
fo),  yet  it  is  fcarcely  poflible  to  fuppofe  Fer- 
Kellius  was  ferious,  when  he  faid,  an  arthri- 
tic patient  took  a  pound  and  half  of  white  lead, 
inftead  of  fugar,  in  fifteen  days  time,  and  fur- 
vived  it  *. 

Writers,  I  believe,  have  not  accurately  dis- 
criminated, between  the  effect  of  the  calces, 
fait,  and  phlogifton  of  lesd.— In  the  latter  of 
which,  its  deleterious  quality  confifts ;  and 
that  principally  in  the  a£l  of  quitting  the  earth 
of  the  metal,  in  exhalation. 

That  taking  the  fait,  or  fugar  of  lead,  as  if 
is  called,  inwardly,  fo  much  extolled  by  phy- 
ficians  and  chemifts  of  the  two  laft  centuries^ 
hi  pulmonic  difeafes,  quinfies,  intermittents* 
dyfenteries,  haemorrhages',  and  inflammations- 
of  the  vifcera,  will  caufe  the  belly-ache,  as  well 
as  being  expofed  to  the  vapour  of  its  phlogif* 

*  Huic,  a  me  jam  doloribtas  liberate  empiricus  quidam 
Plumbi  puherem  adverfus  arthritim  ita  commendavit,  lit  in  eo 
folo  ejus  reeurrentis  praecautionem  pofitam  effe  ftatim  per- 
fuadcret.  Cujus  idcirco  ufum  amplexus,  pulveris  e]mfefqui~ 
libram  ex  jufculis,  ex  vino  &  piris  co£tis,  alirfque  cibis, 
facchari  loco,  dierum  quindecim  fpatio  abfumpiic.  De  Luis 
Tin.  Cur.  Cop.  7,  p.  230. 

tOH, 
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ton,  I  believe  is  certain  ;  but  it  is  not  fo  in- 
contcitably  proved  : — nor  whether  it  may  not 
lately  be  taken  in  ibme  vehicles,  though  poi- 
fonous  in  others. 

Lead  itfelf  is  perfectly  innocent,  while  its 
phlogiftoji  is  kept  bound  down  and  united 
with  its  earth  ; — for  which  reafon  miners  fuf- 
for  no  inconveniency  from  it,  in  mines  defti- 
tute  of  inflammable  air. 

It  is  othenvife  when  fire  is  applied  to  it, 
which  difcharges  its  phlogiiton.  Therefore 
fmelters,  and  cerufe-manufacliurers  are  victims 
of  its  poilbn  ;  and  thofe  exactly  in  proportion 
to  the  quantity  of  vapour,  to  which  they  are  ex- 
pofed. 

Cerufe  is  incapable  of  producing  any  poi- 
fonous  vapour,  until  its  phlogiiton  is  reno- 
vated, and  volatilifed  by  the  application  of 
oil ;  hence  painters  in  oil  fuffer. 

Fri&ion  from  the  types  in  printing,  together 
with  the  oil  in  the  ink,  and  the  drying  of  the 
types  at  the  fire,  caufe  an  exhalation  injurious 
to  printers.  Ufing  the  letters  warm  has  fre- 
quently caufed  palfies.  I  have  known  many 
printers  fubject  to  the  Belly- Ache,  while  they  re- 
mained in  their  office  ;  and  always  free  from  it 

M  m  3  other- 


534  on    the   belly-ache; 

otherwife.  A  compofitor,  at  Mr.  Davis's  in 
Chancery-Lane,  while  the  firft  edition  of  this 
work  was  printing,  had  been  afflicted  with  the 
belly-ache  for  four  months,  and  was  then  in  a 
miferable  condition.  He  applied  to  me.  He  was 
cured  in  a  few  days,  aud  returned  to  his  work, 
and  remained  well,  five  months  afterwards. 
He  had  been  accuftomed  to  moiften  his  fingers 
in  his  mouth,  to  take  up  the  letters  with  more 
facility,  and  alfo  frequently  to  put  letters  in  his 
mouth,  while  working  ;  by  which  habit  he  fre- 
quently fw allowed  a  portion  of  the  folution  of 
the  metal,    in  the  impregnated  faliva. 

But  now  to  the  Cure  of  the  Belly-Ache,  and 
the  prevention  of  its  paralytic  effe&s.  If  what 
I  have  to  relate  do  not  teach  a  fuccefsful  me- 
thod of  treating  this  mod  diftreffing  diforder, 
I  fhall  be  as  much  difappointed,  as  thofe  will 
be  who  look  for  hypothefis  and  oftentation, 
where  nothing  is  intended  but  plain  matter  of 
fa£t  and  utility. 

It  is  not  to  be  expe&ed  that  relapfes  can  be 
prevented,  while  people  continue  to  follow  the 
occupations,  and  habits,  which  caufe  the  dif- 
eafe.  What  I  propofe  is,  to  cure  the  difeafe 
when  it  firft  appears  ;  and  to  advife  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  Weft-Indies,    workers   in   lead, 

painters, 
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painters,  plumbers,  printers,  enamellers,  gil- 
ders, drinkers  of  auftercy  or  adulterated  wine*. 
cider,  &c.  to  purfue  the  following  method 
immediately  on  their  being  attacked. 

When  the   difeafe  comes  on,  if  the  T>ovrel* 
are  coftive,  let  a  dofe  of  Manna   and  Cream  of 
Tartar  be  taken  ;    or  what  anfwers  better,  if  it 
can  be  procured,  a  table-fpoonful  of  Cajlor  0/7, 
called  Oleum  Rtcitti,  and  Oleum  Palmce  Chrijli. 
Jf  one    fpoonful   llionld   not  operate  within  a 
few  hours,  another  fpoonful  is  to  be  taken,  and 
to  be  repeated  every  four  hours,  until  it  does  : 
diluting  with  chicken,  or  mutton  broth.     The 
oil  may  be  taken  alone  ;  or  mixed  wTith  a  little 
fugar,  and  four  table-fpoonfuls  of  fimple  pep- 
permint water ;  or   in  a  little  white  wine  ;  or 
warm  water-gruel ;  or  a  cup  of  broth,    Where 
flools  are  procured    with   difficulty,  an  emol- 
lient and   purging   glyfter   may  be  given,  to 
aflift  and  quicken  the  operation  of  the  purging 
rnedicine, 

After  the  coftivenefs  has  been  removed,  and 
the  bowels  have  been  well  cleanfed,  the  follow- 
ing folution  will  generally  be  found  fufficient  to 
fure  the  difeafe. 

M  m  4  The 
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The  Vitriolic  Solution. 

Take  of  White  Vitriol,  three  drams  ; 
Roch  Alum,  a  dram ; 
Cochineal,  three  grains ; 
Boiling  Water ,  a  pint. 

Mix  thefe  all  together  in  a  marble  mortar,  and 
let  the  folution  (land  until  it  is  cold,  ar\d  the 
fediment  is  fettled  at  the  bottom  :  then  pour  it 
off  clear  forufe. 

The  cochineal  is  firffc  to  be  rubbed  fine  in  ths 
mortar,  then  the  vitriol  and  alum  are  to  be  ad- 
ded, and  alfo  rubbed  fine,  and  laftly,  the  boil- 
ing water  is  to  be  poured  on  the  ingredients5 
and  ftirred  until  they  are  diflblred.  This  is 
the  folution  mentioned  at  page  386,  which  I 
have  now  given  in  Engliih,  for  the  benefit  of 
thofe  employed  in  the  important  branches  of 
bufinefs  I  have  mentioned,  and  who,  unfor- 
tunately, often  (land  in  need  of  its  ufe. 

Of  this  folution,  a  table-fpoonful  (for  a  man 
or  woman)  is  to  be  taken  every  fix  or  eight 
hours  while  the  pain  is  confiderable,  and  to 
be  continued  afterwards  every  morning  failing, 
for  ieveral  mornings,  when  the  pain  has  ceafed: 

—keeping 
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—keeping  the  bowels  open,  if  this  folution 
thould  not  do  it,  by  taking  every  night,  or 
every  fecond,  or  third  night,  at  bed-time,  a 
table  fpoonful  or  two  of  Cajior  0/7,  by  itielf, 
or  mixed  as  before  mentioned. 

If  any  griping  or  uneafy  i'enfation  fhould 
remain,  notwithstanding  the  bowels  have  been 
fufliciently  opened,  and  the  folution  taken  as 
directed,  an  occafional  opiate  is  to  be  admi- 
niftered. 

The  folution  generally  caufes  retching  ; 
fometimes  it  will  aft  as  a  purgative  ;  in  either 
cafe  it  will  be  almoft  equally  ferviceable  ;  and 
when  a  table-fpoonful  produces  neither  of  thefc 
effects,  the  dofe  mult  be  enlarged  until  it  does  : 
— drinking  now  and  then,  particularly  after 
retching,  a  draught  of  chicken,  or  mutton 
broth.  There  is  no  neceffity  for  diluting  to 
encourage  vomiting.  The  naufea  which  the 
medicine  caufes,  is  very  difgufting  ;  but  in  that, 
much  of  its  efficacy  confifts. 

I  fometimes  increafe  the  quantity  of  the  vi- 
triol, and  fometimes  the  proportion  of  alum, 
in  the  folution.     Sometimes   I   omit  the  alum 
intirely  in  the  beginning  of  the  difcafe,  partis 
cularly  in  very  coftive  and  bilious  habits  ;  and 

where 
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where  vomiting  is  neceiTary  to  cieanfe  the  fto* 
niach. 

Some  years  ago  roman  vitriol  was  introduced 
into  practice  in  the  Weft- Indies,  for  the  belly- 
ache. I  often  ufed  it,  but  never  after  I  dif- 
covered  the  iuperior  efficacy  of  the  above  fo- 
lution  ;  fince  that  time,  I  have  not  h&d  one 
patient,  however  fevere  the  difeafe,  become 
paralytic  after  it. 

In  violent  and  fudden  attacks   of  the  belly- 
ache, where   the  patient  has  been  long  lubjefifc 
%p  it,  and  where  relapfes  have  frequently  hap* 
pened,  they  generally    come    on  with  excru- 
ciating pain,  and  exceffive  vomiting.     Here  it 
is  in  vain  to  attempt  forcing  a  paflage  through 
the  inteftines,  however  locked  up  they  may  be, 
l>y  any  purgative  whatever  ;  nor  is  it  good  prac- 
tice but  in  extreme  neceffity,  to  ufe  opiates  to 
eafe  the  pain  ;  nor  to  unite  opiates  with  pur- 
gatives, a  pra6tice  adopted  by  Huxham,  taken 
from  Riverius. — From  opium  and  draftic  pur- 
ges,  great  mifchief  has  arifen  ;  and  hence  it  is 
that  the  belly-ache  made  fuch  havoc   formerly 
in  the  Weft-Indies. 

In  this  fituation  of  the  difeafe,  the  patient  is 
to  be  vomited  by  fmall  and  repeated  dofes  of  the 

vitri- 
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vitriolic  folution,  without  the  alum,  and  to 
dilute  plentifully  with  mutton-broth  ;  then  to 
have  a  glyfter,  and  to  be  immediately  put  into 
a  tub  of  warm  water,  lb  that  the  water  may 
rife  as  high  as  the  thorax  ;  here  he  is  to  re- 
main for  a  confiderable  time,  if  his  ftrength 
will  permit ;  and  as  the  ftomaeh  will  generally 
retain  medicine  while  the  patient  is  in  the  bath, 
he  fhould,  when  his  ftomaeh  is  eafy,  take  the 
caftor  oil,  or  a  folution  of  manna  in  a  draught 
of  warm  ale  ;  or  neutralized  lemon-juice,  and 
large  dofes  of  magnefia. 

Should  the  pains  not  be  abated  by  the  bath, 
a  large  bliftcr  is  to  be  applied  to  the  belly,  cen- 
trally over  the  part. 

The  vomiting  removed,  and  the  bowels  in 
a  laxative  ftate,  the  folution  and  caftor  oil 
are  to  be  taken,  in  the  manner  I  have  already 
related. 


CON- 
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THIS  volume  being  increafed  beyond  the 
limits  to  which  I  at  firfh  imagined  the  mate- 
rials I  had  afligned  it  would  extend,  prevents 
my  faying  all  that  I  intended  on  the  effe£ts  of 
the  Vitriolic  Solution,  in  fome  other  dif- 
cafes. 

White  Vitriol,  though  now  almoft  out  of  ufe, 
for  internal  purpofes,  was  once  a  great  medi- 
cine among  the  chemifts,  under  the  appellation 
of  the  Gilla,  or  Salt  of  Vitriol.  But,  like  many 
other  excellent  medicines,  which  they  em- 
ployed, it  has  long  fince  been  expunged  for  its 
vulgarity,  by  refinement. 

The  Vitriolic  Solution,  is  of  great  utility 
in  all  pulmonic  oppreflions,  where  refpiration 
is  performed  with  difficulty,  and  where  expec- 
toration is  to  be  promoted;  and  the  bronchial 

glands 


S±l  CONCLUSION. 

glands    are    to  be  unloaded  and  cleanfed,  in 
naufeating,  or  (lightly  vomiting  dofes* 

In  moid  pituitoits  habits,  with  phlegmatic 
afthmas, — in  catarrhal  coughs,  and  above 
all  in  the  hooping-cough,  its  effects  are  won- 
derful ;  taken  once,  or  twice  a  day,  particularly 
in  the  morning  fading,  in  doles  to  caufe  a 
flight  retching.  In  the  fame  manner  it  re- 
moves defiuxions  on  the  lungs,  bronchia,  and 
trachea,  from  relaxation  of  the  parts,  or  defect 
of  their  powers  ;  and  may  prevent  consump- 
tions, induced  bv  thofe  caufes. 
*  j 

In  putrid  fore  throats,  where  the  fauces  are 
clogged  and  loaded  with  flouohs,  a  dofe  fuffi- 
cient  to  caufe  a  gentle  adtion  of  vomiting,  given 
once  or  twice  a  day,  is  of  great  fervice. 

The  common  dofe,  to  create  a  flight  ret- 
ching, for  a  man  or  woman,  is  a  table-fpoon- 
ful;  for  a  child  of  fix  months  old,  a  tea-fpoon- 
ful. 

In  chronical  difeafes,  it  is  to  be  taken  every 
morning  fafting,  for  a  few  mornings  ;  then  to 
be  omitted,  and  afterwards  refumed,  and  per- 
fifted  in  at  intervals,  as  occafion  may  require. 
But  if  coftivenefs,  the  common  confequence  of 

its 
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its  continued  ufc,  happen,  it  nmft  be  omitted 
until  this  impediment  is  removed,  by  fome 
aperient.  It  is  evident  that  the  alum,  in  the 
folution,  is  an  addition  to  the  vitriol,  that  mud 
oppoic  part  of  its  operation  ;  and  confequent- 
ly  ought  to  be  omitted,  when  the  effects  of  the 
vitriol,  and  not  the  reiult  of  their  combination, 
arc  required. 

Art  cannot  render  this  folution  agreeable  to 
the  talte,  without  deftroying  its  virtues.  Nor 
will  the  ingredients  of  which  it  is  compofed, 
taken  in  the  form  of  pills,  produce  the  fame 
effects  as  in  folution.  White  vitriol,  befides 
being  in  all  refpects  fafe  and  innocent,  has  ad- 
vantages over  every  other  naufeating,  or  emetic 
medicine  whatever  ; — which  are,  that  the  pa- 
tient is  not  harraffedwith  its  operation,  for  that 
is  never  violent  (asantimonials  fometimes  are), 
generally  inftantaneous,  and  as  fuddenly  over : 
always  leaving  the  ftomach  ftrongly  invigo- 
rated. Neither  does  it  ever  caufe  fpafms  in 
the  vifcera,  nor  any  nervous  affections ;  mif- 
chiefs  often  produced  by  antimonials  carelefsly 
exhibited  :  and  in  the  diforders  here  men- 
tioned, the  folution  requires  neither  dilution 
with  it,  nor  regimen,  nor  reftriftion  after  it. 

Some- 
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Sometimes  the  folution,  like  white  vitriol 
alone,  is  not  only  ilow  in  its  operation,  but 
will  not  a£l  at  all,  as  an  emetic,  without  fome 
provocative  to  vomit.  When  this  happens, 
where  vomiting  is  required,  or  to  carry  ofFtho 
r^aufea,  when  it  continues  long,  a  large 
draught  or  two  of  poflet  drink,  carduus  tea,  or 
chamomile  tea,  will  produce  the  effect. 

I  cannot  omit  obferving  alfo,  that  in  haemor- 
rhages from  the  lungs,  whether  attended  with 
great  arterial  difcharges,  or  only  venal  excre- 
ations,  I  have  known  it,  taken  in  naufeating 
dofes  every  eisrht  hours,  to  remove  the  difeafe. 

It  diminifhes  the  a£tion  of  the  arteries,  by 
abating  the  force  of  the  diaftole  of  the  heart. 
By  thus  lowering  the  circulation,  in  haemor- 
rhages, the  danger  of  inducing  a  dropfy,  from 
repeated  bleeding,  is  avoided.  The  ufual 
auxiliaries  muft  accompany,  and  favour  the 
operation: — reft,  cool  air,  a  lax  ftate  of  the 
bowels,  and  evacuations  proportionate  to  the 
plethora,  and  other  indications. 

But  the  beft  fecurity  againft  a  relapfe,  in  all 
cafes  of  haemoptyfis,  or  pulmonary  haemorrhage, 
and  to  prevent  the  difeafe  becoming  chronical, 
and  ending  in  confumption,  and  to  eftablifh  a 
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permanent  cure,  after  the  firft  plethora  has 
been  fubdued,  and  tihe  habit  duly  prepared, 
before puruknt fpitting  conies  on*,  is  along 

fea  voyage,  or  frequently  repeated  ihort  onesf . 

Mr.  Reader^  a  gentleman  between  forty  and 
fifty  years  of  age,  in  Jamaica,  had  an  hxmor- 
rhage  from  his  lungs,  and  often  bled  nearly  to 
th.  He  made  feveral  fmall  voyages,  and 
always  found  himfelf perfectly  well  at  fea  ;  but 
as  he  returned,  and  remained  a  week  or  ten 
days  on  fhore,  the  haemorrhage  returned. 
Finding  his  date  fo  perilous,  he  bought  a  fmall 
vefTel,  and  being  a  man  of  fenfe  and  refolution, 
he  configned  himfelf  to  the  ocean  ;  and  went 
from  place  to  place,  until  he  conquered  his  in- 
firmity, and  regained  his  loft  health.  The  ac- 
cident happened  about  five  years  fmce.—He  is 
now  well,   1 7H7. 

The  greater  hemorrhages  from  the  lungs, 
or  thofe  of  ;  'ethora,  like  all  periodical  haemor- 
rhages nndifturbed  in  their  natural  courfe  by 
peculiar  circumftances,  obey  the  influence  of 
the  moon. — Of  this,  I  have  many  proofs  ;  and 
that  there  are  not  more,  authenticated  by  others, 

*  Ex  fanguinis  fputo,  puris  fputum  ;  ex  purls  fputo,  tabes. 
Hippocrat.  Aph.  15,  &   16.   Sea.  7. 
f  Vide  p.  69,8c  72. 

N  n  is 
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is  owing,  I  believe,  to  the  theory  on  which, 
the  fa£t  depends,  not'being  fufficiently  known, 
to  prevent  the  refult    efcaping   unnoticed. 

Among  many  inftances  which  I  have  lately 
feen,  there  was  one  which  deferves  to  be  re- 
corded. A  man,  in  Burleigh-ftreet,  in  the 
Strand,  had  a  cough  for  fome  time,  which 
brought  on  an  haemoptyfis.  This  continued 
for  fix  weeks,  and  then  degenerated  into  a  re- 
gular monthly  eruption  of  blood  from  the 
lungs.  He  difgorged  about  eight  ounces  of 
blood,  every  full  moon,  He  was  always 
low-fpirited  and  weak,  as  he  exprefled  it,  on 
the  day  preceding  the  haemorrhage.  He  had 
been  in  this  ftate  for  five  months,  when  he  ap- 
plied to  me.  The  haemorrhage  was  removed 
by  the  vitriolic  folution ;  but  his  lungs,  and 
whole  habit,  were  too  much  difeafed  to  admit 
of  cure. — He  became  tabid. 

This  do6lrine  attended  to,  haemorrhages 
which  do  not  prove  fatal  in  the  firft,  or  fecond 
attack,  will  feldom  be  fo  afterwards ;  as  their 
returns  may  always  be  moderated,  and  often 
intirely  prevented  ;  which,  from  repeatedly 
wounding  the  lungs,  induce  ulcerations  there, 
and  end  the  fubje6t  in  confamption. 

The 
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The  impetus  of  the  blood  being  exalted  by 
the  moon's  eftecl  on  our  atmofphcre,  it  is  al- 
ways necelTary  to  be  watchful  in  everv  cafe  of 
haemorrhage,  when  her  influence  is  greateft  on 
the  earth.  And  if  a  day  or  two  preceding  the 
new,  or  full  moon,  the  matter  expectorated 
be  tinged  with  a  bright  yellowifh  hue,  and 
gradually  change  to  a  brownilh  appearance, 
accompanied  with  flufhings  in  the  face,  or  op- 
preffion,  or  pain  in  the  thorax,  or  languor, 
the  ftorm  is  formally  announced,  and  blood 
follows. 

Accidental,  or  ipontaneous  arterial  hemor- 
rhages from  the  lungs,  however  fmall  the  vef- 
fel  injured  may  be,  are  cured  with  great  dif- 
ficulty. But  venal  hemorrhages,  and  fuch  as 
arife  from  the  fupprerTion  of  menftrual,  or  he- 
morrhoidal evacuation  are,  in  general,  removed 
without  much  difficulty. 

.  Captain  Richard  Boyle,  of  the  3d  regiment 
of  guards,  was  attacked  in  London,  on  the  20th 
of  January,  1785,  with  an  hemorrhage,  and 
almoft  fuffocated,  by  the  violence  of  the  blood 
forcing  itfelf  through  his  mouth  and  noftrils. 
It  was  preceded  by  a  momentary  tickling  in 
his  throat,  that  excited   a  fit  of  coughing  ;  in 

N  n  i  which, 
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which,  an  artery  burft  in  the  right  lobe  of  his 
lungs.  He  was  in  the  23d  year  of  his  age,  and 
of  a  plethoric  habit ;  but  free  from  all  defe£l  in 
make,  that  might  indicate  fuch  an  event. 

He  had  feveral  flight  returns  of  the  haemor- 
rhage after  recovering  from  the  firft  attack,  in 
the  courfe  of  the  fame  year  ;  and  was  advifed 
to  go  to  the  fouth  of  France,  to  avoid  the  fol- 
lowing winter  in  England.  It  was  there  that 
the  haemorrhage  became  peiiodical;  and  fo 
faithfully  obeyed  the  principal  changes  of  the 
moon,  that  a  ftatement  of  the  returns,  of  fuch 
of  them  as  came  within  my  knowledge,  will 
ihew  one  of  the  mod  decifive  examples  of  lunar 
influence,  in  medicinal  hiftory. 

1786,  February  14th,  he  was  attacked  at 
Hieres  near  Toulon.  —  Full  moon  on  the  13th. 

Feb.  29th,  at  Aix  in  Provence. — New  moon 
on  the  28th. 

April  15th,  at  ditto. — Full  moon  on  the  13th. 

April  29th,  at  Tain  upon  the  Rhone.— 'New 
Moon  on  the  28  th. 


May 
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May    14th,    at  Chalons   in    E  — Full 

on  011  the  13th, 

June  1  ith,  at  Dijon, — It  was  then  full  mo 

July  1  ith,  at  Paris. — It  was  then  full  moon. 

Auguft  9th,  at  Yarmouth  in  the  I/Ie  of  Wight. 
— It  was  then  full  moon. 

The  laft  three  hemorrhages  came  on  at  the 
inftant  the  moon  appeared   above  the  horizon. 

The  violence  of  the  hemorrhages  was  abated 
by  the  vitriolic  folution,  and  the  expectoration 
at  other  times,  which  w-as  enormous,  always 
afliftcd  by  it  ;  and  latterly  he  had  none  of  thofe 
excefiive  and  involuntary  eruptions  of  blood, 
which  in  the  two  firft  of  the  preceding  in- 
stances, and  others  prior  to  them  wrhich  I  can- 
not afcertain,  endangered  his  life.  Yet,  not- 
withftanding  the  advantage  we  had  of  knowing 
when  the  effort  would  be  made,  and  the  pre- 
cautions ufed  in  confequence  thereof,  the  cir- 
culation rifing  with  the  rare- iction  of  the  at- 
mofphere,  continued  to  force  the  blood  through 
the  dilated  orifice  of  the  lacerated  velTel,  and 
the  vital  fluid  appeared  in  his  expectoration,  as 

conftantly 
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conftantly  as  the  moon  made  her  revolutions. 
This  was  the  cafe  alfo,  often,  fubfequent  to  the 
preceding  dates. 

At  length  the  haemorrhages  were  conquered' 
and  the  period  arrived,  when  it  was  my  opi- 
nion, that  a  fea  voyage  would  have  reftored 
him  to  health.  But  before  this  could  be  car- 
ried into  execution,  he  was  overtaken  by 
other  indifpofitions  from  new  caufes,  which 
deftroyed  every  hope,  and  defeated  all  medical 
aid. 

The  remainder  of  his  melancholy  hiftory  is 
irrelative  to  medicine,  and  well  known  to  thofe 
who  knew  him. — Yet,  as  I  have  trefpaffed  on 
my  feelings  in  reciting  his  misfortune,  I  cannot 
pafs  filently  over  the  exemplary  and  unaltered 
manner,  in  which  he  bore  its  lingering  and 
painful  termination. 

During  nearly  four  years,  in  which  he  ftrug- 
gled  under  every  calamity  that  could  bend  the 
fpirit  of  man,  he  never  betrayed  a  moment's 
thought,  that  had  its  origin  in  diminifhed  for- 
titude.— His  firm  mind,  filled  with  grateful  re- 
membrance of  his  friends,  retained  its  amiable 
luftre,  through  the  recapitulation  of  the  many 

fufferings 
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fufferings  he  had  endured  ;- and  fmiling  at 

the  various  caufes,  which,  in  driving  him  from 
the  world,  had  extinguiflied  all  attachment  to 
lift,  "  I  meet  death  with  pleafure,"  he  faid  ; 
"  — it  is  happinefs  for  me  to  die." 


THE      END. 
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■■!■.  its  genera!  caufe  obltructed  perforation  .  2i<j 

m remarkable  inllances  ct  particular  caufes  of  it  216,217,  252 
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Furop^an  voyage,  f.r  Ival.h,  how  to  be  rendered  lefs  necefTary      57 
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cerated,  when  firft  brought  into  ufe  257 


common,  uled 'in  the  dyfentery                 .  '             •  298 
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Hen  iplegia  from  fractured  fkull  .  .  484 

Henr&the  Fifth,  his  victory  at  Agincourt  accounted  for  198 

Hepatitis         .....  427 
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• 1 — 1 —  remedy  for  a  cold,  &c.  .  .  .  67 

many  nations  convened  to  chriitjanity  by  Jefuits     111 

their  v'r<  at  {laughter' by  the  Spaniards       150,  155-157 

Muiquro,  their  origin,   numbers,  and  characleriflics  137,  13$ 

Infe.^ion,  not  believed  by  the  author,  in  the  dyfentery 
Infects,  of  the  mufjitces  , 

of  the  chigoes  . 

1 of  the  coy  a  or  coy  ha 

Infpruck  .  . 

intermittent  fevers,  how  to  be  treated 
Ipecacuanha,  iti  effects  in  the  dj  fernery 


dyfentery 

. 

268 

. 

• 

23 

• 

. 

^ 

. 

. 

36 

-, 

5°9< 

5*7 

.              • 

178 

-i«i 

220,  230, 

*lh 

25  V 

2S4 

Irving 

I       N       D        H       X.  j6t 

P. 
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riPelsbum  Barbadenle            ...  502-504 

Plague,   extraordinary  inHances  of  it              .              .  268-271 

— ■ of  rha:  at  Athet.s,  reported  by  Dicdorus  Siculus  406 

3  Platerus 


564.  I       N       D       E       X. 

P. 

Plateruson  tke  d)fentery                 .                 .                 .  ^u 

Pleurothotonus                                                        ,                .  473 

Poifon,  animal  communicated  by  the  flighted  fcratch  37 
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